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tHARLES  THE  NINTtl, 

KING    OF    FRANCE. 
[1560— 1574.] 


^This  Prince  was  bnly  eleven  years  of  age  wh^n 
he  was  crowned..  His  mother,  Catherine  of 
Medicis^  expreffing  her  s^ptehenfions,  that  the 
fatigue  of  the  cerefnony  mi^t  be  too  much  for 
him ;  he  replied,  **  Madam,  1  will  very  wil- 
^  lingly  undergo  as  inuch  fatigue,  as  often  as 
^  you   have  another  Crown  to  beftow  upon 


me* 


When  the  Conftable  de  Montmorenci  died, 
the  young  Prince  did  not  immediately  name 
another  perfon  to  that  place  of  power  and  con- 
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(equence :  **  1  will,"  faid  he,  *^  carry  my  own 
**  fword  ki  future." 

Charles  fpoke  very  mtich  like  a  perfon  fit  to 
govern,  when  he  faid  of  himfelf  one  day  ta  hb 
Mother,  who  wiflied  to  keep  him  imder  her 
direction,  "  that  he  would  no  longer  be  kept 
"  in  a  box  like  the  old  jewels  of  the  Crown." 

In  his  reign  the  infamous  maflacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew  was  perpetrated.  The  old  and 
excellent  Chancelier  de  THopital,  who  was  at 
his  country-houfe  when  it  happened,  exclaimed, 
"  How  execrable  a  meafure!  I  do  not  know 
**  who  advifed  the  King  to  confent  to  it;  but 
**  I  fear  that  he  wiU  fufFer  for  it,  as  well  as  all 
**  his  kingdom." 

On  the  fatal  day  of  St  Bartholomew,  Charles 
fired  with  an  arquebufe  from  the  windows  of  the 
Louvre  upon  his  Huguenot  fubjedts,  (who  were 
crofling  the  Seine  in  hopes  to  avoid  the  general 
carnage  and  maflacre)  crying  out  at  the  fame 
time  to  the  foldiers  that  were  near  him,  *^  Fire ! 
•*  fire  !" 

One  of  the  great  amufements  of  this  Prince 

was,  to  cut  off  the  heads  of  the  different  aninwk 

which   he    met   with,  after  having  paid  the 
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owners  of  them  for  their  lofs.  He  was  one 
night  about  to  exercife  the  fame  cruelty  upon 
the  mute  of  M-  de  Lanfac,  who  flopped  his 
Majefty  in  his  noWe  amufement  by  exclaiming, 
**  Quid  tibi  cum  Mulo  meo  dijjidium  intercejtt^ 
^*  Rex  ChrifimniSlme  r 

Charles  was  extremely  fond  of  the  exercifes 
of  the  field,  and  wrote  a  treatife  upon  them, 
which  was  publifhed  by  Villeroi  in  1625  with 
this  title :  "  Ckqffe  Royale  par  Charles  IX^ 
He  was  indeed  a  Prince  of  great  aftivity  of 
body,  and  hated  to  ffcay  in  the  houfe,  Houfes 
he  ufed  to  call  the  tombs  ctf  the  living. 

ChUrles  built  a  forge  near  his  palace  at  Fon- 
tainbleau ;  "  where,'*  fays  Brant6me,  "  I  h^ve 
*^  feen  him  hammer  out  guns,  horfe-fhoes,  and 
•^  other  things  in  iron,  as  well  as  the  ftrongefl 
•*  and  mofl  expert  fmith.** 

He  was  fond  of  coining  money.  Having 
one  day  fhcwed  fome  coin  of  his  making  to  the 
Cardinal  of  Lorrain,  **  Sire,'*  faid  the  latter, 
•*  how  happy  it  is  for  you  that  you  always  .carry 
i*  yoiir  own  pardon  about  you  !"  In  bad  wea- 
ther Charles  ufed  to  fend  for  the  Poets  that 
W6re  about- his  Court  into  his  clofet,  andamufe 
himfelf  with  them.  He  made  good  verfes  him- 
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felf ;  many  of  them  are  to  be  found  amot^ 
the  Works  of  Ronfard. 

The  following  lines  were  addreffed  by  him 
to  that  writer;  in  which,  in  a  very  ele- 
gant manner,  the  empire  of  the  poet  over  the 
minds  of  men,  is  preferred  to  that  of  the 
monarch  over  their  bodies : 

Vart  defaire  des  vers  (dut  on  s*en  indigner) 
Doit  etre  a  plus  haute  prix  que  celui  de  regner, 
Tous  deux  egalement  nous  portons  des  couronneSj 
Mais  Roy  je  lesrefois^poetetu  lesdonnes. 
Ton  efprit  enjlammi  d^une  ccekjte  ardeur 
Eclate  par  foi^meme^  i^  moipar  ma  grandeur. 
Si  du  cote  des  Dieux  je  cherche  Favantagej 
Ronfardeji  leur  mignon^  ^  jefuis  kur  image. 
VTa  lyre^i  qui  ravit  par  de  Ji  doux  accords^ 
7*  afervit  les  efprits  dontje  n*ai  que  les  corps. 
Elk  t^en  rend  le  maitrcy  ^  ffait  t'introduire 
Ou  le  plus  fier  tyran  ne  feut  avoir  P empire* 

Charles  was  generous,  particularly  to  men  of 
letters.     He  penfioned  and  gave  rich  benefices 
to  Amyot,  the  cdebrated  tranllator  of  Plutarch,, 
who  had  been  his  tutor.     One  of  his  maxims 
was,  that  a  King  (hould  be  continually  giving; . 
and  that  as  all  the  money  in  the  kingdom  came:> 
to  Kings,  in  like  manner  as  fmall  rivers  fall  into 
the  Ocean,  they  (hould  again  diftribute  it  in 
^  d  liferent  channels. 
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When  Charles  wa^  at  Bourdeaux,  he  paixloned 
a  Nobleman  whom  the  Parliament  of  that  city 
had  condemned  to  death  for  having  killed  a 
man.     The  King  fent  for  the  widow  of  the  de- 
ceafed  perfon,  and  faid  to  her,  "  Madam,  I 
*'  truft  that  you  will  likewife  pardon  the  mur- 
"  derer  of  your  hufband,  and  accept  of  his 
**  cftate  to  indemnify  you  for  his  lofs." — "  Sire,** 
replied  the  high-fpirited  Lady,  "  J  cannot  ac- 
*'  cept  of  fo  mean  and  fo  fcandalous  an  indem- 
*'  ni fixation .    xBut  fince  you  are  more  powerful 
**  than  the  laws  and  juftice,  I  intreat  you  to 
**  grant  before-hand  to  my  fon  the  fame  pardon 
**  that  you  have  granted  to  the  murderer  of  his 
^*  father,  and  I  (hall,  in  confequence  of  that 
*'  pardon  granted  to  him,  bring  him  up  with 
*'  the  hope  that  he  will  revenge,  in  your  place, 
**  the  death  of  his  father,  without  having  any 
**  reafon  to  fear  for  his  own  life." 

After  the  accurfed  day  of  St.  Bartholomew, 
.  Charles  became  wretched  and  melancholy :  he 
continually  imagined  that  he  heard  groans  and 
Ihrieks ;  he  loft  all  relifh  for  his  ufual  amufe- 
ments ;  and,  after  a  difeafe  of  a  few  days,  died 
in  the  moft  horrid  manner,  his  blood  exuding- 
through  the  pores  of  his  Ikin.  Not  long  before 
his  death,  his  mother  (Catherine  dc  Medicis) 
B  3      '  approach^ 
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aj^oached  his  bed,  to  tell  him  fome  news 
which  (he  thought  would  have  roufed  him  froA 
his  ftate  of  languor  and  defpondency.  "  Alas ! 
*'  Madam,"  replied  he,  cck>lly,  "  all  fublunary 
"  things  are  now  become  quite  indifferent 
^  to  me." 


CATHERINE  DE  MEDICIS. 

When  this  execfable  Princefs  landed  at 
Marfeilles,  the  galley  which  carried  her  bore  the 
device  of  the  Sun,  with  thefe  words  in  Greek, 
"  I  bring  light  and  fine  weather/*  The  events 
of  her  Government  anfwered  very  ill  to  her 
device:  civil  wars,  plots,  confpiracies,  rapine, 
maflacres,  and  murders,  filled  up  the  period 
of  it. 

Catherine  is  reprefented  as  a  Princefs  of  a 
xnoft  majeftic  prefence,  and  with  great  powers  of 
pleafing  in  converfation,  when  (he  chofe  to  exert 
them.  Brantome  reprefents  her  as  being  fond 
of  buffoons,  and  always  ready  to  laugh  at 
their  jokes ;  "  for,"  adds  he,  "  de  fon  naturel 
*'  dk  etoitjoviale^  et  aimant  a  dire  le  mot.    Her 

«  after- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


eAtHERmE  IXE  RfEDicrs;  7 

**  afternoons  (aGcordmg  t6  the  fame  Writer)  were 
^  always  paflfed?iirembroidfering  and  in  working 
^  cffx  filk,  in'  which  Out  greatly  excelled.^ 

Many  fatires  were  pnbliflied  againll  her : 
her  uftfcal  method  of  treating  their  authors  was 
to  fay,  **  If  thcfe  blockheads  now  did  but  know 
**  half  as  much  of  me  as  I  could  tell  them  I** 
When  xiefired  to  punifli  them,  (he  replied,  **  I 
**  hope  I  have  a  foul  above  revenge*" 

At  the  fiege  of  Havre,  (he  mtounted  on 
horfeback  at  the  head  of  her  army,  expo(ed 
herfelf  to  the  fire  of  the  cannon  like  the  moft 
veteran  foldier,  *'  swid  (hewed  not  the  leaft 
**  fymptoms  of  fear,"  fays  ;.Brantdme,  "  when 
*'  the  bullets  flew  about  her.  Her  maids  of 
**  honour,"  adds  he,  "  were  not  fo  well  pleafed 
•*  with  this  amufement."  When  de(ired  by 
the  Duke  of  Guife  and  the  Conftable  de  Mont- 
morenci  not  to  expofe  her  perfon  fo  much, 
^'  Have  I  not,"  replied  Catherine,  "  more  to 
*'  lofe  than  you,  and  do  you  think  I  have  no4 
.  **  as  much  courage  ?" 

A  medal  was  ftruck  of  her  with  the  fame  in- 
fcription  as  that  on  fome  of  the  coins  of  the 
Roman  Empreflfes:  ^*  Catharina  de  Media's 
^'  Mater  Caftrorum:^ 
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When  one  day  fhe  overheard  fome  of  the 
foldiers  abufing  her  extremely,  the  Cardinal  of 
Lorraine  faid  he  would  order  them  immediately 
to  be  hung.  "  By  no  means,"  exclaimed  the 
Princefs :  "  I  wilh  pofterity  to  know,  that  a 
**  woman,  a  queen,  and  an  Italian,  has  once  in 
"  her  life  got  the  better  of  her  anger.**    ' 

Catherine  was  extremely  liberal,  and  a  very 
generous  Protedtrefs  of  the  Arts.  How  morti- 
fying it  is  to  human  nature,  ^hat  perfidy, 
cruelty,  and  impiety,  ftould  ftain  fuch  a  cha- 
rader ! 

The  Deputies  of  the  Reformed  Religion  in 
Trance  treated  with  this  Queen  and  her  Coun- 
cil, foon  after  the  horrid  maflacre  of  the  per- 
fons  of  their  perfiiafion  on  the  day  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew.  The  parties  had  agreed  upon  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty,  and  it  only  remained  to  give 
fecurity  on  the  fide  of  the  Court  for  the  per- 
formance of  them.     Many  methods  were  pro- 
pofed,  and  as  often  rejected  by  the  Deputies ; 
,    at  laft  the  Queen  angrily  faid,  "  Why  fure  !  the 
**  word  of  a  King  is  a  fuiEcient  fecurity,  is  it 
^*  ,not  ?"  One  of  the  Deputies  anfwered,  "  No, 
*^  by  Saint  Bartholomew  !  Madam/'    ^  J 
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A  Comet  appearing  in  France  during  the 
time  of  the  League,  feemed  to  affeft  the  fpirits 
and  the  chearfulnefs  of  Catharine.  This  oc- 
cafioned  the  following  Lines : 

Spargeret  horrendas  cum  trijlis  in  athere  crines 

Venturique  daretfigna  Cometa  malty 
Eccefua  Regina  timens  male  confcia  vita 

Credidit  invifum  pofcerefata  caput, 
^id Regina  times?   Namque  hac  malafi  qua  minantur^ 

Longa  timenda  tua  eft\  mntua  vitabrevis* 

Whilft  thrp*  the  wide  expanfe  of  liquid  air 
Yon  Comet  trails  its  horrid  fell  of  hair, 
The  impious  Catherine  with  remorfe  and  dread 
Sees  the  dire  Fates  demand  her  hated  head. 
If  to  portend  fome  ill  the  ftar  appear. 
Be  calm,  great  Princefs,  and  difdain  to  fear  ; 
Heaven  in  its  utmoft  vengeance  cannot  give 
A  curfe  fo  baleful  as  to  let  thee  live. 

^*  I  have  often,''  fays  Dupleffis  Mornay,  in 
his  Notes  upon  the  Hiftory  of  Thuanus,  "  heard 
*^  Henry  the  Fourth  fay,  that  at  the  time  the 
*^  Cardinal  of  Lorraine  died,  he  was  with  the 
"  Queen  his  Mother-in-law,  Catherine  of  Me- 
*^  dicis,  in  her  Cabinet,  with  whom  he  was 
**  reading  the  office  of  Vefpers,  verfe  by  verfe; 
**  and  that  (he,  lifting  up  her  head,  fuddenly 
*^  cried  out.  that  fhe  faw  the  Cardinal'  of  Lor- 
*^  raine,  who  made  a  fign  with  his  finger  to  her, 
^  in  the  gefture  of  a  perfon  threatening  her, 
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"  Tcry  pale  and  wry  frightful ;  whilft  hiniielf 
^  (Henry)  ncrer  dared  ta  lift  up  his  head^ 
^  in  fphc  erf"  all  the  Queen  f^d  to  him.  Ma^* 
*'  dame  de  Sauve  (afterwards  Marquife  de 
**  Moirmouticr)  who  was  fitting  in  the  next 
**  apartment,  came  into  the  room  on  hearing 
**  the  Queen  cry  out>  and  the  phantom  imme- 
"  diately  difappeared*  The  Queen  on  the  in- 
^^^  ftant  fefat  to  enquire  after  the  CardinjJ,  and 
**  was  told  that  he  died  about  the  time  that 
*'  he  appeared  to  her.  M.  de  Foix  told  me, 
•*  that  the  Cardinal  of  Lorr^ne  was  poifoned 
**  by  the  Cardinal  d^Armagnac,  with  whom 
^  he  had  feme  quarrel;  which  agrees,"  adds 
Dupleflls,  ^*  with  what  is  here  mentioned/* 


FRANCIS^ 

BUG   X>£   GUISE. 

Of  the  two  Princes  erf"  this  illuftrious  Houfe 
(the  Duke,  and  his  brother  the  Cardinal  of  Lor- 
raine), Marflial  de  Retz  ufed  to  fay,  "  Thefe 
**  Princes  of  Lorraine  are  offomajeftic  apre- 
"  fence,  that  all  the  other  Princes  appear  like 
**  mere  peafants  by  the  fide  of  them/* 

After  the  celebrated  battle  of  St.  Quentin,  a 
Spanifli  Ofiicer  of  rank  wrote  to  the  Duke  of 

Guife, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


VEAKCSS,  JyVC  Dfi  OUXSB.  tt 

GuUe,  to  requeftjiim  to  deliver  upk^to  him  cm 
of  his  Haves  thstt  had  fled  to  the  French  camp 
with  ojnte  of  his  fineft  war-horfes.  The  Duke 
immediately  fent  back  the  horfe,  after  having 
paid  the  flave  the  value  of  it,  and  wrote  word 
•  to  the  Spanifh  Officer,  that  he  would  never  be 
the  occafion  of  putting  chains  again  upon  a 
flave,  that  had  become  a  free  sn^n  by  fetting 
his  foot  into  the  kingdom  of  France.  "  It 
^*  would  indeed,"  added  he,  "  be  a  violation 
^  of  the  privileges  of  that  great  'kingdom, 
^  which  confift  in  reftoring  freedom  to  any 
**  one  who  comes  into  it  to  feek  there  tha^ 
*'  precious  gift/* 

The  Baron  de  Lunebourg,  Commander  of 
one  of  the  mercenary  German  regiments  that 
ferved  under  the  Duke,  was  much  difpleafed 
at  the  Duke's  examining  into  the  flate  of  his 
foldiers;  and  fo  far  lofl  the  refped  due  to  his 
illuftrious  General,  as  to  draw  out  one  of  his 
piflols  and  prefent  it  at  the  Duke ;  who  imme- 
diately, with  the  greatcft  fang  fraidj  drew  his 
fword,  and  knocked  the  piftol  out  of  the  Ger- 
man's hand.  Guife*s  aid-du-camp,  M.  de 
Montpezat,  was  going  to  kill  the  Officer,  but 
was  interrupted  by  the  Duke;  who  fadd,  "  Stop, 
*^  Sir !    Do  you  fyppofe  I  cannot  kill  a  man 

''  as 
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"  as  well  as  yourfelf,  when  I  think  fit?** 
Then  turnmg  toward  the  German,  he  faid, 
"  Sir,  I  forgive  you  the  infult  you  have  put 
"  upon  me ;  but  as  for  that  which  you 
^  have  done  to  the  fervice  of  my  Sove- 
"  reign,  of  whofe  perfon  I  am  the  reprefenta- 
**  tive,  his  Majefty  will  fettle  that  as  he 
"  pleafes/'  Then  turning  to  fome  of  his  fol- 
diers,  he  faid,  "  Here,  fome  of  you  conduS: 
"  this  infolent  fellow  to  prifon  V  The  Duke 
proceeded  with  his  vifit  to  the  reft  of  the  Ger- 
man troops,  and  never  afterwards  fuflfered  any 
moleftation. 

The  Duke  was  informed,  that  a  Proteftant 
Gentleman  had  come  into  his  camp  with  an 
intention  to  aflaffinate  him.     He  fent  for  him 
(who  immediately  avowed  his  intention),  and 
the  Duke  afked  him,  whether  his  defign  arofe 
from  any  offence  he  had  ever  given  him.  "  Your 
*^  Excellence  never  gave  me  any,  I  aflure  you,'* 
replied  the  Gentleman;  "my  motive  for  de-r 
**  firing  your  life  is,  becaufe  you  are  the  greateft 
•*  enemy  our  Religion  ever  knew." — "Well  then, 
•*  my  friend,**  faid  the  Duke  to  him,  "  if  your 
**  Religion  incites  you  to  affaffinate  me,  my 
**  Religion  tells  me  to  forgive  you  ;*'  and  he 
fent  him  immediately  out  of  his  camp.     An- 
other 
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Other  perfon  was  once  brought  to  the  Duke, 
vrho  had  boafted  that  he  would  kill  him.  The 
Duke,  lodcing  at  him  very  attentively,  and  ob- 
ferving  his  extremely  embarrafled  and  fneaking 
countenance,  faid  to  his  Officers,  fhrugging  up 
his  (boulders,  "That  blockhead  will  never 'have 
^*  the  heart  to  kill  me ;  let  him  go  3  it  is  not 
**  worth  while  to  arreft  him." 

The  Duke  of  Guife  was  viftonous  over  his 
rival  the  Prince  of  Condc,  the  head  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  party,  at  the  famous  battle  of  Dreux  in 
1 562.  The  Prince  of  Cond6  was  taken  prifoner, 
and  brought  to  the  Duke,  whom  (after  having 
entertained  at  his  table)  he  made  take  half  of  his 
bed  .  ?ith  him  at  night ;  and  (as  his  Biographer 
lays)  the  Duke  flept  as  perfedly  found  by  the 
fide  of  his  rival,  as  if  he  had  been  in  bed  with 
one  of  his  own  fons. 

Puttenham  fays,  "that  a  French  Captain  was 
"  fitting  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Duke  of 
"  Guife's  table,  amongft  many,  the  day  after 
^  there  had  been  a  great  battaile  foughten* 
^  The  Duke,  finding  that  this  Captain  was  not 
*^  fcenetodoeany  thing  that  day  in  the  fields 
^*  taxed  him  thus  in  all  their  hearings  :  Where 
^  were  you,  Sir,  the  day  of  the  battaile  ?  for  I 

^*  fawe 
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•*  fawe  ye  not.  The  Captaine  anfwered 
**  promptly,  Where  ye  durft  not  havd  beene, 
**  And  the  Duke  began  to  kindle  with  the 
"  wordej  which  the  Gentleman  perceiving, 
**  faid  fpeedily,  I  was  that  day  amongft  thd 
**  CarrisqgeSj  Where  your  Excellence  would  not 
*^  for  a  thoufand  crowns  have  been  feene/' 

The  Duke  of  Guife  having  fold  moft  of  his 
eftates  to  make  hinifelf  popular,  it  was  faid  that 
he  was  the  greateft  ufurer  in  France,  as  he  had 
nearly  laid  out  all  that  he  was  worth  upon  ob* 
ligations. 


^ 


DUC  DE  GUISE, 

CAILEO  LE  BAtAFHE,  FHOM  A  SCAtl  THAt  MS  HAd 
ON  HIS  CH££K, 

was  the  fon  of  the  preceding  Duke,  and  from 
his  efarlieft  years  diftinguilhed  himfelf  by  his 
courage  and  his  geherolity* 

^'  Ambition,*'  fays  the  Abbe  de  Choify, 
^  conupted  all  his  virtues*  Having' one  day 
"  won  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  of  M.  d'O, 
•*  the  Superintendant  of  the  Finances  of  France, 
"  M.  d'O  fent  one  of  his  Clerks  with  the  fum 

"  in 
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**  in  two  bags,  one  cont^ning  the  gold,  aad 
^  the  otl^er  the  filver.  The  Duke  by  noiftakc 
**  prefented  the  clerk  with  the  bag  in  whick 
^*  was  the  gold,  and  on  his  coming  the  next  day 
*'  to  tell  him  what  a  miftake  he  had  made,  the 
*^  Duke  iaid  to  him.  Well  then,  my  friend,  ai 
*^  Fortune  has  been  fo  very  kind  to  you,  yo« 
^'  muft  look  out  for  fome  other  perfon  than  the 
^  Duke  of  Guife  to  ^^vy  your  good  luck  i  fo  ga 
*'  your  way  and  keep  the  money/* 

The  Parliament  of  Paris  gave  this  diftin- 
guifhed  Prince,  the  noble  title  of  "  the  Pre&rwr 
*^  of  his, Country;"  a  title  which  his  eminent 
qualities  of  mind  and  of  body  well  defenred, 
had  they  not  been  tarniihed  with  infolence  and 
ambition. 

At  the  battle  of  Renti,  M.  de  St  Fal,  one 
of  his  Lieutenants,  advancing  too  haftily  toward 
the  enemy,  he  gave  him  a  ftroke  with  hi^  fword 
upon  his  helmet,. and  flopped  him.  After  tlio 
battle,  the  Duke  being  told  that  St.  Fal  wa* 
much  hurt  at  the  affront  he  fuppofed  himfetf 
to  have  received,  fent  for  him  to  the  King'y 
tent,  in  which  were  the  Sovereign,  and  tha 
principal  General  Officers,, and  told  hiuti,  ^  M 
^'  de  St.  Fal,  you  are  offended^  I  find,  at  the 

«*  blow 
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•*  blow  which  I  gave  you  for  advancing  tod 
**  haftily ;  but  it  is  furely  much  better  that  t 
«'  (hould  have  given  It  to  you  to.  make  yoii 
^  ftopj  than  to  make  you  advance.  The  blow 
**  is  furely  more  honourable  than  difgraceful 
.**  to  you.  I  afk  the  opinion  of  thefe  Gentle- 
"  men/*  They  one  and  all  declaring,  that  a 
blow  given  to  reprefs  an  excefs  of  ardour  and  of 
courage  conferred  more  honour  than  difgrace* 
St.  Fal  was  fatisfied. 

The  Duke  took  Calais  froth  the  En^ifli, 
who  had  been  in  pofleflion  of  it  upwards  of  twd 
hundred  years,  in  eight  days  time,  &nd  in  the 
midft  of  winter* 

The  Chancellor  of  France,  Le  Tellier,  ufed  to 
relate  this  anecdote  of  M.  de  Guife: — The 
Duke  was  married  to  a  Princefs  of  Cleves,  a 
woman  of  great  beauty  ;  and  from  living  in  a 
very  gallant  court,  that  of  Catherine  de  Medicis^ 
Ihewasfuppofednot  to  be  infenfible  to  the  pafligii 
which  a  handfome  young  man  of  the  name  of 
St.  Maigrin  entertained  for  her.  Catherine  d6 
Medicis  having  on  fome  particular  day  invited 
the  principal  ladies  at  the  court  to  a  ball  and 
fupper,  at  which  each  of  therii  was  to  be  ferved 
by  the  young  noblemen  of  the  court,  who  were 

to 
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to  be  drefled  in  the  liveries  of  their  miftreffes, 
Ihe  Duke  very  anxioufly  intreated  the  Duchefs 
not  to  be  prefent^  telling  her  that  he  did  not  .in 
the  leaft  miftruft  her  virtue,  but  that  as  the 
Public  h4d  talked  pretty  freely  about  her  and 
St.  Maigrin,  it  was  much  better  that  (he  fhould 
not  go,  as  it  might  afford  frefti  matter  for  fcandal.. 
The  Duchefs  pleaded  in  excufe,  that  as  the. 
Queen  had  invited  her  to  go,  fhecoilld  not- 
poffibly  refufe  her.     The  Dudiefs  went  to  the 
entertainment,,  which  Ufted  till  fix  oVlock  lA 
the  morning.     At  tliat  very  late  hotur  Ihe  re-^ 
turned  home  and  went  to  bed.     She  had,  how- 
ever],  fcarcely  lain  herfelf  down  in  it,  when  flie 
iaw  the  door  open  very  ilowly,  and  the  Duke? 
of  Guife  enter  the  room,  followed  by  an  aged 
fcrvant,  x<rho  carried  a  bafon  of  broth  in  his 
hand.      The    Duke   immediately    locked  the 
door,  and  coming  up  to  the  bed  in  a  very  deli- 
berate manner,   thus  accofted  her  in   a  firm 
and  determined  tone  of  voice  c  "  Madam,  al- 
"  though  you  would  not  do  laft  night  what  I 
**defired  you,  you   fhall  do   it  now.     Your 
*^  dancing    of  laft  night   has   moft  probably 
**  heated  you  a  little  j  you  muft  drink  immedi- 
**  ately  this  bafon  of  broth."     The  Duchefs, 
fulpefting  it  to  be  poifon,  burft  into  a  flood  of 
tears,  and  begged  hard  that  the  Duke  would 
permit  her  to  fend  for  her  Confeffor  before  (he 
vot,  IV.  c  drank 
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drank  it.     The  Duke  told  her  agsin  that  (he 

muft  drink  it ;  and  the  Duchcfs,  finding  all  re- 

fiftancc  to  no  puxppfe,  fwallowed  the  broth.  \As^ 

foon  as  fhe  had  done  this>  he  went  out  of  the 

roomy  having  locked  the  door  after  him.    In 

three  or  four  hours  afterwards  the  Duke  again 

paid  her  a  vifit,  and>  with  an  aflSbfttd  fmilr 

tipon  his,  couQtenance,  faid,    **  Madam>  I  am 

**  afraid  that  you  have  fpent  your  tiine  very 

^  unpleafently  fince  I  left  you;  I  fear  too  that 

"  I  iave  been  the  caufe  of  this :  judge  theri> 

**  Madam,of  all  the  time  that  you  have  made  me 

*^  pafs  as  unpleafantly  as  this*    Tak6  comfort, 

**  however;  you  have,  I  aflure  you,  nothing 

^  to  fear.     I  am  willing  to  believe,  in  my  turn, 

^  that  I  have  nothing  to  be  apprehenfive  c£. 

•*  But  however,  in  future,  if  you  pleafe,  we  wiU 

^  avoid   playing   thefc    tricks   with  one   an* 

**  other/' 

The  Duke  was  affaffinated  in  1588  by  Pol- 
tr6t  de  Marc,  a  Huguenot,  and  an  enthufiaft, 
who  thought  that  by  this  horrid  aftion  he  did 
fervice  to  religion,  in  violating  one  of  her  moft 
facred  laws. 

On  the  day  before  that  on  which  he  was  af- 
faffinated by  order  of  his  Sovereign,  Henry  the 
Third,  fome  one  put  a  note  under  his  plate  at 

dijoner^ 
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din,ner,  to  inform  him  of  thp  King's  ttttention. 
He  read  the  liote  with  great  coolnefs ;  wrote, 
under,  with  his  pencil,  "  //  n'joferoit.  He  ,dare* 
**  not  do  it  'y^  finiftied  his  dinner  very  quietly ; 
and  the  next  morning  attended  his  Sovereign  as 
tifual,  when  he  found  too  late  the  truth  of  the 
intelligence  conveyed  to  him^  The  generous^ 
King  of  Navarre,  afterwards  Henry  the  Fourth 
of  France,  faid  upon  the  ck:cafian,  "  If  Guife 
**  had  feUen  into  my  hands,  I  would  have 
^  treated  him  in  another  manijer.  '  Alas  !'*  faid 
he,  **  why  did  he  not  umitc  himfelf  to  me,  and 
^  theivwew^vdd  have  gone 2t3dgether  and  con- 
**  ijuered  that  fine  country  of  Italy  ?*' ' 

-  Tte  Dulcfe  <rf  Guife,  however,  well  deferved 
the  hZQ  tie" met  with.  Hfe  was  in  arms  againll\ 
his  Sovereign^  and'  at  the  deteftable  day  of  St. 
Bartholomew  caufed  the  brave  and  virtuous 
Coligni  to  be  murdered,  and  afterwards  tram- 
pled upon  bis  dead  body,  when  it  was  thrown' 
out  of  the  window  by  hi^  favage  orders.  Guife, 
was  brave,  magnificent,  and  generous  i  three 
qualities  which  but  teo  often  fafcinate  thq 
minds  of  the  mafs  of  mankind  fo  muchrthat 
they  do  not  fufficiently  confider  whether  they 
^  dire<5ted  by  juftice  and  difcretion. 

c  z  The 


Digitized 


by  Google 


The  laft  Duke  of  Guifc  gave  the  Abbe  Ar- 
naud  the  following  inftance  of  his  uncle's  ex- 
treme readinels  in  taking  a  refoliition,  aad  bia 
firmnefs  in  executing  it  ? 

*'  The  Duke  of  Gmfc  was  one  evening  at 
**  a  ball  given  by  Catherine  de  Medicis  at 
"  Paris,  and  was  dancing  with  a  beautiful  lady 
**  of  tank,  with  whom  he  was  upon  very  good 
'^  terms,  when,  taking  him  afide,  (he  whifpcred 
*'  in  his  ear,  "  Upon  my. word,  it  is ^  fine  thing 
**  to  fee  you  amufe  yourfelf  here,  while  your 
"  enemies  are  getting  poffeflSon  of  the  town 
"  of  Meaus;  from  you  !*'  He  got  out  of  her 
"  in  as  few  words  as  poflible  the  fecret  of  the 
**,eirterprize  that  was  canying  on  againft  him, 
**  and  without  appearing  to  take  any  notic6 
**  of  what  was  told  him,  ordered  one  of  his 
"  gentlemen  to  go  direftly  to  the  Hotel  dc 
"  Guife,  and  to  wait  fbr  him  there  with  an 
**  Arabian  horfe  that  could  make  great  expe- 
".  dition.  The  Duke  ftaid  out  the  ball  as  if 
^*  nothing  had  happened,  returned  home,  un- 
".  c^refied  himfelf,  went  to  bed,  and  difihifled 
"  all  his  attendants.  Soon  afterwards  he  got 
^*  up,  drefled  himfelf,  and  by  a  back  ftair-cafe 
"  reached  the  private  door  of  his  hotel,  where; 
"  his  groom  was  waiting  for  him  with  his  horfe, 

''  as 
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**^  ^s  he  had  ordered.    He  immediately  mount- 
ed  him,    and  without    afingle  attendant 
reached  Meaux,  thirty  miles  diftant  from 
**  Paris,  juft  as  the  gates  were  opening.     He 
**  puftied  on  direftly  to  the  guard-houfe,  and 
*•  in  a  firm  tone  of  voice  aiked  where  fuch  and 
"  fuch  Officers  were,  whom  he  named,  and 
"  ordered  them  to  be  brought  before  him.     A 
'*  fudd^n^  murmur   immediately  rifes  among 
♦*  the  foldiers.    The  inhabitants  hearing  that 
**  M-  de  Guife  was  arrived,  follow  him  imme- 
^'  diately  to  the  market-place,  where  he  flops  to 
*'  harangue  them.     He  then  makes, all  ^lofe 
*'  perfons  lay  down  their  arms  who  had  taken 
**  them  up  againfl  him.     He  delivers  from  the 
**  prifbns  thpfe  of  his  own  party,  which  the 
•'  contrary  one   had  thrown  into  them.      In 
**  (hort,  he  fpoke  and  he  menaced  with  fo  mucU 
**  ^erte  and  'dignity,  tliat  he  made  the  people 
**  do  juft  as  he  pleafed  j  and  after  having  put 
<<  every  thing  upon  its  antient  footing  in  his 
♦*  own  favour,  he  returns  to  Paris  with  the 
^*  fame  fpeed  with  which  he  left  it,  and  appeared 
**  the  fame  day  at  the  Louvre,  t'he  Couit  of  his 
•*  Sovereign  in  that  city,  as  if  he  had  never 
•^  quitted  it." 

Qn  Princes  fo  powerful,  and  fo  excelling  in 
c  3  courage 
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courage    and   in   refource,  Charles  the  IXth 
might  well  make  this  Quatrain : 

Le  Rot  Fran f oh  nefatllit  point 
^land  H  predit  que  ceux  de  Guife 
MettKoient  fes  enfdns  in  pourpolntj 
£t  tousfesfujets  en  dremife. 

King  Francis  in  a  prophet's  ftfain 
Thus  paints  the  race  of  proud  Lorrain  ; 
«  Thefe  Princes  of  the  Hxwife  of  Guife 

« ^*  Such  wond*rous  power  exert, 
«  The  doublet  of  my  fons  they'll  feifce, . 
^  My  fiibjeas  very  fturt." 

The  bodies  of  the  Duke  and  his  brother 
the  Cardinal  were  refufed  to  their  mother,  by 
the  Monarch  who  had  caufed  them  to  be 
murdered :  they  were  confumed  by  quick-lime 
immediately  after  the  aflaffination,  and  were 
buried  in  the  church  of  the  Dominican  Con- 
vent at  Eu  in  NorRiandy ;  where  they  are  de- 
pofited  under  two  monuments  without  ajiy  in- 
fqription. 

Hie  Duke  of  Guife*s  peifon  was  fo  majeftic, 
that  when  his  fovereign,  Henry  the  Third, 
caufed  him  to  be  maffacred  in  his  prefence,  he 
could  not  help  exclaiming,  as  he  faw  him  lying 
on  the  ground,  "  Mon  Dm^  cmme  il  eft  grandy 
"  ft  ant  mori!^* 
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The  Duke  of  Guife,  on  fettii^  but  upaa 
fome  very  dangerous  expedition,  was  defired  by 
his  bnother,  the  Duke  of  Mayenne,  to  deli- 
berate maturely  before  he  engaged  in  it, 
**  Brother/'  replied  he,  "  be  affured,  that  what 
'*  I  was  not  able  to  reiblye  on  in  a  quarter  of 
^  an  hourj  I  (hould  never  refolve  on,  if  I  were 
^^  to  fpend  my  whole  life  in  thinking  upon 

it." 


fc 


ANNE,  DUC  DE  MONTMORENCI, 

GREAT   CONSTABtB   OF  THB   KINGDOM  OF  FRAKCS^ 

who  was  Prime  Minifter  of  France  in  the  rdgni 
cf  Francis  the  Firft  and  Henry  the  Second,  as 
well  as  in  thofe  of  Francis  the  Second  and 
Charles  the  Ninth,  prefervcd  that  degree  of 
confideration  which  muft  ever  be  paid  torn  man 
0f  hii  abilities,  and  the  firiJ:  Chrillian  Baron*  of 

Europe. 

*  The  Genealogifts  pretend  that  this  illuftribus  family  is 
defcended  from  Lifl>ni$»  the  moft  nobk  «od  tht  mi^it  ^ower* 
fulofthiGjiuU  who  inhab.Ued  ttiat  psut  of  Prance  called. 
1,'Ifle  de  France,  and  that  he  wa$  converted  to  Clirift«pity 
by  St.  Denis  about  the  year  445.  .  ^    •, 

Under  the  rcijn  of  Philippe  Ic  Bel,  atotit  the  yeaf(j^j:^84. 

the  head  of  the  family  of  Montmorenci  is  t^s  j^ptitled^i 

♦*  Montmonnci  pr$mifr  Barm  Chr^ien  Je  f^^i^^  frsmi^^ 

*^  SHinfur  di  Mwtm^rtnd  que  Rot  in  France,*^    This  made 

c  4  the 
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lEoTope.  This  great  man  was  very  unwilling  tQ 
take  up  arms  agjunft  the  Prince  of  Conde  and 
the  Colignys,  to  whom  he  was  ende;ared  by  the 
ties  of  friendftiip  as  well  as  thofe  of  confanguir 
nity.  He  was,  however,  induced  tp  give  way 
to  this  meafure,  fo  inimical  to  his  difpofition, 
by  the  following  animated  and  forcible  fpeech  of 
his  wife  (Mag^aJeine  de  Savoic],  of  whom  h^ 
was  very  fond: 

*^  It  is  then  in  vain.  Sir,  that  you  have  taken 
**  as  a.  mot  to  to  your  cfcutph^on^  the  wpt4  of 
^*  cqmmand  that  yqur  anceftors  aiwjQrs  gav^  at 
^*  the  onfet  of  every  battle  in  which  they  were 
**  engaged  (Dim  aide  au  premier  Chrefiien}^ 
**  if  you  do  not  fight  with  all  your  energy  in 
^*  defence  of  that  religion  which  is  now  at-» 
"  tempted  to  be  deftroyed.  Who  then  is  to 
**  ^vc  an  example  of  refpeft  and  of  veneia- 
^*  tion  for  the  Holy  See,  if  hot  he  who  takes 
**  his  very  name,  his  arms,  his  nobility,  from  th^r 
*^  firft  Baron  of  France  who  profefled  the  hqjy 
«  RdigioQcfChrift?" 

the  ccl^bnited  Pcrc  de  la  Rue  fay  in  his  fMneral  oration  upon 
the  Marechal  de  Luxcmbur^h,  In  fpeaking  of  his  anceftors, 
•*  £tf  courpnnt  n*ifi  plus  anctennejur  la  tin  des  nos  Roh,  qm  la 
«•  Nohi(Jft  idus  li/dng  ii  ay  heroA — The  crown  is  not  ttiore 
«*  anticni  on  the  head  of  our  Monarchs,  than  the  Nobility 
«'in«fcbK8doftherehcroes,''      ^ 
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At  the  age  of  feventy,  Montmorenci  ^ook 
tlie  command  of  the  army  which  Charles  th« 
Ninth  fent  againft  the  Huguenots  in  the  plain 
of  St,  Denis.  In  fpite  of  the  fufpicioas  of  hi$ 
fidelity  which  Charles,  and  Catharine  de  Medir 
CIS,  without  any  reafon,  had  entertained  of  him, 
the  Huguenots  were  defeated.  The  Conftable, 
after  havmg  performed  prodigies  of  valour,  after 
having  received  feveral  wounds  in  his  hands  and 
his  face,  broke  his  fword  in  the  body  of  one  of 
the  enemy *s  dragoons;  and  as  if  indignation  and 
defpair  had  added  to  his  courage,  he  ftill  fought 
with  the  exertions  and  vigour  of  a  young  man. 
In  this  fituation  Robert  Stuart  came  up  to  him> 
and  putting  his  loaded  piftol  to  his  throat,  call- 
ed out  to  him  to  furrendcr.  "  What,  tell  me 
^*  to  furrender  P'  replied  the  Conftable,  "  furely 
^'  you  do  not  know  me." — **  It  is  then  be- 
♦^  caufe  I  know  you,"  faid  Stuart,  **  that  I 
f<  give  you  this/*  On  the  inftant  he  fired 
his  piftol,  the  charge  of  which  the  venerable 
Warrior  received  in  his  fide ;  then  recovering 
himfelf,  though  mortally  wounded,  he  gave 
§tuart  fo  violent  a  blow  with  the  pommel  of 
his  fword  in  his  face,  that  he  broke  three  of  his 
teeth:  each  of  them  at  the  fame  inftant  ^ell 
lirom  his  horfe,  the  Conftable  in  a  fwoon,  and 
dying.  Montmorenci,  foon  recovering  horn 
J4s  fainting  fit,  aiked  thofe  who  furrounded 

him. 
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him,  bow  the  engagement  was  going  on;  and 
on  being  told  that  the  King*s  army  was  mailer 
of  the  field,  and  that  the  engagement  had  been 
(as  one  might  fay)  fatal  only  to  himfelf,  he  re* 
turned  his  thanks  to  the  God  of  Battles,  and 
begged  them  to  quit  himi  and  not,  on  his  ac* 
count,  leave  the  viftory  imperfeft.     Then  ad* 
drcffing  himfelf  to  M,  de  Sanzai,  a  relation  of 
his,  and  a  man  of  rank,  he  faid,  '^  I  am  a  dead 
**  man ;  but  I  blefs  Heaven  for  permitting  mp 
•*  to  die  for  my  Religion,  my  King,  and  my 
**  Country.    Tell  his  Majefty  how  happy  I  am 
•*  in  finding  that  degth,  which  I  have  fo  often 
"  fought  in  vain  in  the  fervice  of  his  •  father 
^*  and  of  his  anceflors/*^  By  this  time  his  chil-* 
dren  and  his  friends  came  up  to  hiju,  and  flatter* 
cd  him  with  the  hopes  of  recovery  i  but  finding 
himfelf  ftruck  with  death,  he  intreated  them  to 
let  him  die  on  the  field  of  battle^     For  a  long 
time  he  refifted  their  intreaties  to  be  carried  to 
Paris  5  at  laft,  not  being  able  any  longer  to  with-^ 
ftand  them,  he  faid,  "  I  confent  then  to  be 
**  taken  to  Paris,  though  under  no  hopes  of 
**  being  cured  of  my  wounds,  for  I  am  a  dead 
**  man ;  but  to  fee  once  more  the  King  and  tha 
•*  Queen;  and  to  carry  to  them  in  my  own 
^  perfon,  and  by  means  of  my  wounds,  the 
"  ibrongeft  affurances  of  the  fidelity  that  I  have 
**  mtt  preferved  in  their  ferviceV 
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In  his  laft  moments,  while  hi?  was  fuffering 
the  moft  excruciating  torture  from  his  wounds, 
a  Cordelier  exhorted  him  to  patience,  and  re* 
iignation  to  the  will  of  Heaven..  "  Ahl  my 
**  good  Father,"  replied  the  venerable  hero, 
^*  can  you  fuppofe  that  a  man  who  has  been, 
"able  to  pafs  a  life  of  near  eighty  years  with 
•*  honour,  cannot  tell  how  to  terminate  pra» 
**  perly  the  laft  quarter  of  an  ho\ir  of  it  ?** 


MARSHAL  SEPIEIL 


cc 


"  In  the  time  of  Charles  the  Nmth,  Frencji 
King,"  fays  Mafter •  Puttenham,  "I  being 
at  the  Spaw  Waters,  there  lay  a  Marlhal  of 
Fl'ance,  calle4  Monfieur  de  Sepier,  to  ufe 
**  thofe  waters  for  his  health ;  but  when  the 
•*  Phyfitians  had  all  giveA  him  up,  and  that 
*'  there  was  ip  hope  of  life  in  him,  came  from 
**  the  King  to  him  a  letters  patents  rffix  thou^ 
**  fand  crowns  yearly  penfion,  with  many  com- 
"  fortable  wcwrdes.  The  man  yvas  not  fo  much 
**  paft  remembrance  but  he  could  fay  to  the 
"  meffenger.  Trap  tard!  trap  tard! — ^Too  late  1 
**  too  late  !  it  (hould  have  come  before.  For 
*^  indeede  it  had  beefn.promifed  long,  and  came 
^^  not  till  now  that  he  could  wt  fare  tlic  better 
^'  for  it." 
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BARON  D'ADRETS 

was,  during  the  celebrated  League  of  France, 
Governor  for  the  Huguenot  Party  in  the  city 
of  Ma^on  in  that  kingdom.  By  way  of  artiufing 
fome  French  ladies  that  he  had  with  him  a^t 
fupper,  he  threw  headlong  from  the  walls  of  his 
caftle,  into  the  river  Saone,  the  Catholic  pri- 
soners that  were  brought  in,  tied  two  together. 

D*Aubignc  c^lft  him»  ^Unventeur  de  tou$ 
"  cruantez,  qui  bouffounoit  en  ks  executant — ^aa 
"  inventor  of  all  kinds  of  cruelties,  who  ufed  to 
**  play  the  buffoon  while  he  w^s  exequ^ing 
^'  them/' 

He  would  fometimes  make  his  prifoner^ 
throw  themfelves  headlong  from  the  battle^ 
ments  of  a  high  tower  upon  the  pikes  of  his 
foldiers.  One  of  thefe  unfortunate  perfons 
having  approached  the  battlements  twice,  with^ 
out  venturing  to  take  the  dreadful  leap,  the 
Baron  reproached  him  with  his  want  of  courage 
in  a  very  infulting  manner,  "  Why  now.  Sir,** 
replied  the  Prifoner,  **  bold  as  you  are,  I  would 
<?  give  you  three  tirties  before  you  took  the 
"  leap.**  This  pleafantry  favcd  the  life  of  the 
poor  fellow, 
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This  minifter  of  cruelty  being  one  day  afked 
by  D'Aubigne,  why  he  made  his  foldiers  exer- 
cife  fudi  horrid  ads  of  barbarity,  in  a  manner 
by  no  means  confonant  to  his  very  great  cou- 
rage, replied,  **  that  when  foldiers  make  war 
^'In  a  refpedtful  manner,  they  carry  both  their 
^\  heads  and  their  he^ts  too  low ; — that  it  was 
**  impofEble  to  teach  them  to  put  jM-opcrly  at 
**  the  fame  time  their  hands  to  their  fwords  and 
**  to  their  hats ;— and  that,  in  taking  from  them 
**  lall  hopes  of  mercy,  they  were  under  the  ne* 
^  ceflity  of  looking  for  no  afylum  but  under 
^  the  fhadow  of  their  ftandards,  and  of  not 
^  expecting  to  live  unlefs  they  were  vido** 


^  nous/* 


ADMIRAL  DE  COLIGNY. 

The  manner  of  life  of  this  illuftrious  per- 
fonage  is  thus  defcribed  by  his  antient  Bio- 
grapher : 

**  As  foon  as  the  Admiral  had  quitted  his 
**  bed,  which,  in  general,  was  very  early  in  the 
**  morning,  and  had  wrapped  his  night-gown 
•*  round  him,  he  knelt  down,  as  well  as  his  at- 
•*  tendants,  and  made  a  prayer,  after  the  cuftom 
^  of  the  French  Huguenot  churches  j  ^er 

"-^hich. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^  which,  white  he  was  waiting  for  the  time  oif 
«*  the  fermon  (which  was  preached  every  other 
*^  day,  a€Comp?tfucd  with  the  fin^g  of  pfalms), 
**  he  gave  audience  to  the  Deputies  of  the 
^  Churches  tb^t  wese  fent  to  him,  and  was  em- 
^  ployed  in  pufclic  affairs.  OccafionaHy,  he 
«*  did  .bufineis  after  the  ftimon  till  dinner- 
^  time, 

**  When  dinner  was  ready,  his  houflic^d  fer- 
•*  vants,  except  thofe  tvho  were  immediately 
«^  employed  in  preparing  the  neceflaries  of  the 
^  table,  all  waited  in  the  great  hall,  where,  the 
*f  table  beiag  laid,  the  Admiral,  with  his  wife 
"  by  the  fide  of  him,  flood  at  the  top  of  it :  if 
"  there  had  been  no  fermon  that  morning  a 
**  pfalm  was  fung,  and  then  the  ufual  benedic- 
•'  tion;  which  ceremony  a  great  number  as 
**  well  of  German  Colonels  and  Captains  as  of 
«^  French  Officers,  who  weiie  aiked  to  dine  with 
•*  him,  can  bear  teftimony  he  obferved,  with- 
•*  out  ever  intermitting  a  fingle  day,  not  only' 
•*  in  his  own  houfe,  and  when  he  was  quiet, 
^  but  even  while  he  was  with  the;  army.  The 
**  cloth  taken  away,  he  rofe,  as  wdl  ashis  wife 
^*  and  all  his  attendants,  and  either  returned 
*  thanks  himfelf,  or  caufed  his  chaplain  to  d& 
•'  it.  And  obferving  that  fome  of  his  houfhold 
**  could  not  regularly  attend  the  prayers  in  the 
z  ^^  even- 
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**  evening,  on  account  of  their  occupations  and 
^  amufements,  he  ordered  that  every  one  of 
^*  them  Ihould  prefent  themfelves  in  the  great 
**  hall  after  fupper,  and  then,  after  finging  a 
**  pfalm,  a  prayer  was  faid. 


cc 


"  The  number  of  the  nobility  of  France^ 
who  in  imitation  of  the  Admiral  began  to 
**  make  this  religious  eftablilbment  in  theif 
•*  hou(hdd,  was  wonderful.  He  indeed  in 
*'  pcrfon  very  often  exhorted  them  to  be  re- 
^  li^ous ;  not  thinking  it  enough  that  a  mader 
'"  fhould  live  himfelf  pioufly  and  holily,  if  by 
•*  his  own  example  he  did  not  take  care  that 
*  his  fervants  did  the  feme-  It  is  certain,  that 
*•  the.  virtue  and  piety  of  the  Admiral  made 
*'  him  fo  extremely  relpeftcd  even  by  thofc 
"  of  the  Catholic  party,  that  without  the  fear 
•*  and  dread  of  torments  arid  of  maflacre,  the 
*^  gre;ateft  part  (rf  France  would  have  been  co»* 
^  verted  to  the  fame  religious  opinion  and  dif- 
•*  cipline. 


**  When  the  time  for  the  celebration  of  the, 
"  Lord's  Supper,  approached,  he  called  together 
**  all  his  hou(hold,  and  reprefented  to  them  that 
^  they  muft  not  only  give  an  account  to  God 
*^  of  their  paft  life,  but  of  their  paffions ;  and  he 
f  *  reconciled  thole  perfons  who  had  been  quar*- 

*•  relling. 
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•*  rclling.  And  if  any  one  of  his  fen^ants  6iA 
^  not  appear  to  him  to  be  fufficiently  prepared 
^  to  underftand,  ''and  to  have  a  proper  venera-=f 
^  tion  £or  the  Holy  Myftery^  he  himfelf  tooR 
^  the  pains  to  inftru<5t  him;  and  if  he  faw  an/ 
•*  of  them  who  perfifted  in  their  evil  courfes, 
••  he  ufed  to  declare  openly  and  before  thefn^ 
^  that  he  had  rather  remain  alone  in  his  houfe, 
^  aiid  wait  upon  himfelf>  than  keep  a  fet  of 
•*  Wicked  fervants.  The  Admiral,  bcfides,  had 
*•  fo  high  a  regard  for  the  difcipline  of  the  Col- 
•*  Ieges>  ^nd  the  inftruftion  of  children,  that  he 
•*  looked  upon  them  as  particular  favours  from 
/•  Heaven,  and  ufed  to  call  them  feminaries  of 
'^  the  Church,  and  fchools  of  piety.  He  ufed 
^  to  fay,  that  it  was  ignorance  of  letters  that 
•^  had  thrown  thick  darknefs  not  only  around 
**  the  State,  but  around  the  Church  (in  which 
*•'  the  Papal  power  has  taken  its  rife  and  prd- 
^  grefs,  and  which  has  fb  complete  an  authd- 
^*  rity  over  the  minds  of  the  blind  and  of  th6 
•*  bigoted,  that  it  did  to  them,  according  to 
•*  the  antient  Poets,  what  the  God  of  Wealth 
*'  and  of  Hell,  whom  they  called  Disy  did  to 
•*  night  and  to  darknefs.)  This  induced  him 
^  to  build,  at  a  great  expence,  the  College  of 
^  Chatillon,  in  a  fine  air  and  fituation,  where 
^  he  fupported  many  eminent  Profeflbrs  of  the 
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"  Hebrew,  the  Greek,  and  Latin  languages,  as 
"  well  as  many  young  ftudents/* 

The  moft  ftriking  proof  of  M.  de  Coligny^s 
jiigh  integrity  and  difintereftednefs  is,  that 
though,  from  the  great  offices  and  dignities 
which  he  filled,  he  was  able  to  benefit  himfel^ 
and  to  gain  great  wealth  (as  moft  perfons  in 
his  fituation  would  have  done),  he  never  added 
to  his  paternal  eftatea  fingle  acre  of  land  ^  and 
though  he  was  a  rigid  economift,  yet,  pn  account 
of  the  number  of  perfons  of  all  ranks  who  came 
to  him  upon  public  bufinefs,  and  whom  he 
treated  in  the  moft  hofpitable  manner,  fo  as  t;o 
expend  upon  them  what  his  own  frugal  difpo- 
fition  would  have  laid  by,  he  died  greatly  in 
debt,  and  left  a  confiderable  mortgage  upon  his 
eftate* 

One  circumftance  Ihould  not  be  pafled  over  in 
^ur  account  of  this  very  excellent  man,  namely, 
that  incredible  union  of  niind,  of  affediion,  and  of 
benevoleftce,  which  was  ever  preferved  between 
the  Admiral  and  his  two  brothers,  fp  that  they 
really  appeared  to  have  but  one  foul  amongft 
them. 

The  Admiral  was  murdered  at  the  age  of 

ftfty-five  years  and  a  half.  He  was  of  a  middlii^ 
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ilaturc,  of  a  ruddy  complexion,  well  proportion- 
ed in  his  limbs,  and  of  a  calm  and  ferene  coun- 
tenance. His  tone  of  voice  was  mild  and  agree- 
able, but  he  fpoke  with  fome  difficulty.  His 
whole  air  and  his  walk  were  -extremely  deco- 
rous, and  exhibited  a  pleafmg  gravity.  He 
drank  very  little  wine,  ate  very  little,  and  never 
flept  more  than  feven  hours ;  and  fince  the  laft 
peace,  he  never  fuffered  a  day  to  pafs  over  with- 
out putting  down  in  writing,  in  his  paper  journal, 
"before  he  went  to  bed,  what  things  worthy  of 
remembrance  had  happened  during  the  time  of 
the  laft  troubles.  His  journal  being  found 
after  his  death,  and  brought  to  his  fovereign 
Charles  the  Ninth,  his  moft  inveterate  enemies 
could  not  withhold  their  admiration  of  the 
moderation  and  of  the  tranquillity  of  his  mind. 
After  the  peace,  when  he  retired  to  La  Rochellc, 
he  ufed  to  read  every  day,  morning  and  night, 
a  fermon  of  Calvin  upon  the  Book  of  Job ;  tel- 
ling Tiis  friends,  that  the  hiftory  of  that  patient 
fufferer  was  his  confolation  and  general  remedy 
in  all  his  calamities. 

"  La  Viede  Mejftre  Gaspar  de  Coligny,  ^c. 
"  Amjlerdam>^  mdcxxxiii,  4to." 

The  Admiral,  like  all  wife  and  good  men, 
was  extremely  unwilling  to  feek  that  redrefs  by 
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arms,  which  the  goodnefs  of  his  caufe  demand- 
ed.    "  With  great  difficulty,"  fays  D'Autign^ 
in  his  Hiftory,  "  could  he  be  prevailed  upon  to 
"  mount  his  horfe,  and  join  his  brothers,  who 
"  were  waiting  for  him.      This  experienced 
"  Captain,**  adds  D'Aubigne,  "  had  combated 
"  the  reafons  that  had  been  given  for  having 
"  recourfe  to  the  dreadful  expedient  of  taking 
**  arms  againll  the  Sovereign,  and  there  remain- 
"  ed  no  hopes  of  overcoming  his  fcruples,  when 
"  a  circumftance  happened,  which  I  will  give 
"  to  pofterity,  not  as  an  epifode  well  fuited  to 
**  Poets  only,  but  as  a  truth  which  I  have  learn- 
**  ed  from  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  it.     In 
"  the  evening  after  the  laft  converfation  that 
"  the  Admiral  had  upon  the  fubjed,  he  went 
"  as  ufual  to  bed  with  his  wife,  a  Princefs  of" 
"  the  Houfe  of  Savoy,  a  zealous  Proteftant, 
"  but  was  foon  awakened  by  her  fobs  and  la- 
**  mentations,  when  (he  thus  addreffed  him  : 

"  It  is,  Sir,  with  extreme  regtet  that  1  difturb 
"  your  reft  by  my  uneafinefs ;  but  the  mem- 
•*  bers  of  Chrift  being  torn  as  we  now  fee  them, 
**  and  we  belonging  to  that  his  facred  body, 
**  which  of  us  can  remain  infenlible  to  this  ca- 
"  lamity?  You,  Sir,  do  not  feel  them  lefs 
^*  than  I  do;  but  you  can,  by  your  fuperior 
*^  ftrength  of  mind,  conceal  them  better.  Caa 
Da  "  you 
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**  you  be  ar^ry  with  the  dear  and  faithfxil 
"  partner  of  your  joys  arid  of  your  cares  ?  Aft 
**  with  as  much  opennefs  as  refpeft. .  She  flieds 
**  her  tears  and  eafes  her  mind  upon  your 
**  breaft.  We  here  are  remaining  at  our  eafc, 
**  while  the  bodies  of  our  brethren,  flefti  of  our 
"  flefh,  and  bone  of  pur  bone,  are  fome  of  them 
^*  detained  in  dungeons,  many  of  them  ftrewn 
'*  about  the  fields,  at  the  mercy  of  the  dogs  and 
"  of  the  ravens.  My  breaft  has  become  a  tomb 
^*  to  me  fince  they  have  no  fepulture.  Thefe 
**  flieets  reproach  me,  becaufe  they  have  no 
"  (hroud.  Can  we  fleep  fo  found  then,  as  not 
"  to  hear  the  dying  groans  of  our  brethren  ? 
*•  Should  I  here  bring  to  your  remembrance 
^*  the  prudential  reafons  with  which  you  ftop- 
**  ped  the  mouths  of  your  brothers  ?  Would 
^*  you  with  equal  fuccefs  takb  out  their  hearts, 
"  and  let  them  remain  equally  without  courage 
"  as  without  a  power  of  anfwering  your  ob- 
"  jedlions  ?  I  am  afraid  that  this  wifdom  of 
*'*  yours  is  the  wifdom  of  the  children  of  this 
"  world,  and  that  to  be  fo  wife  toward  man  is 
**  to  be  foolifli  before  God,  who  has  given  yduf 
"  the  fcience  of  a  great  warrior.  Can  you 
"  then,  in  confcience,  refufe  to  make  ufe  of 
"  thofe  great  military  qualities  with  which  he 
"  has  endowed  you,  in  favour  of  his  own  chil- 
*'  dren  ?    You  have  occafionaily  confefled  to 
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*^  me,  that  this  ^ift  of  Heaten  has  fometimes 
-^  aroufed  your  jmnd.  It  is  the  interpreter  of 
**  the  will  of  God.  Are  you  afraid,  then,  thaj 
"  God  fliould  impute  a  crime  to  you,  if  yoij 
**  obey  it  ?  The  fword  of  a  Knight  which 
**  you  wear,  was  it  given  to  you  to  opprefs  fliU 
**  more  the  opprefled,  or  to  reduce  the  power 
**  of  the  tyrants  ?  You  have  often  owned  th? 
^*  juftice  o^  going  to  war  with  them.  Can  thcQ 
**  your  ftout  heart  quit  your  defire  of  doing 
**  what  is  right,  from  fear  of  failing  in  the  at- 
*^  tempt  ?  It  is  God  himfelf  alone  that  hebe^ 
^  tates  and  difpirits  thofe  perfpns  who  refift  hi$ 
**  commands  under  pretence  of  fparing  blood. 
**  He  knows  well  that  foul  which  is  willing  tp 
**  deftroy  itfeif,  and  that  which  is  anxious  to 
**  fave  itfeif.  I,  Sir,  have  at  my  heart  the  greaj 
**  quantity  of  blood  that  our  friends  have  loft. 
^*  This  blood,  and  your  own,  will  cryout  in  thi» 
^*  very  bed  to  Heaven  toward  God  againft  you, 
**  and  you  will  be  deemed  the  murderer  of  aU 
^  thofe  whofe  murders  you  do  not  prevent. 

"  Coligny  replied :  Since  I  find  to  my  for- 
"  row,  my  dear  wife,  that  I  have  availed  no- 
thing by  all  my  arguments  of  this  night 
upon  th?  vanity  of  popular  infurredions ; 
upon  the  uncertain  beginnings  of  a  party  not 
yet  fornied  i  the  difficulty  of  an  attempt  not 
z>  3  '  "  only^ 
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"  only  againft  Monarchs,  but  ^ainft  the  poflef- 

^*  fors  of  a  kingdom  whofe  roots  lie  deep  in  the 

"  ground  of  ages ;  foxnany  perfpnsinterefted  in 

**  its  prefervation ;   no  profpeft  of  an  attack 

*V  from  without ;  but  a  general  peace  juft  con- 

"  eluded,  and  in  its  very  firft  bjoom,  and,  what 

*^  is  worfe,  made  with  our  neighbours,  who  are 

**  joined  together  to  ruin  us ;  add  then,  the  de- 

**  fedion  of  the  King  of  Navarre  and  the  Con- 

**  ftable  froni  our  party,  fo  much  power  on  the 

**'  fide  of  our  enemies,  and  fp  much  weaknefs  on 

"  ours ;  and  if  all  thef^  circumftances  taken  to- 

**  gether  will  make  no  impreflion  upon  your 

**  mind,  put  your  hand  upon  your  heart,  found 

*'  the  inmoft  recefles  of  your  confcience,  and 

**  then  tell  me,  if  you  think  you  Can  fupport 

*V  numberlefs   defeats;  the  calumnies  of  your 

'"  own  party,  as  well  as  thofe  of  your  enemies ; 

*'  the  reproaches  that  mankind  are  but  too  often 

"  apt  to  make,  who  judge  of  every  event  by 

"  the  fuccefs  of  it ;  the  treachery  of  your  own 

"  friends;  flight,  banifhment ;  the  fury  of  the 

y  Englifh,  the  violence  of  the  Germans ;  dif- 

*^  grace,  Ihame,"  nakednefsj»   hunger,    difficult 

"  enough  to  bear  when  happening  to  yourfelf, 

"  but  when  happening  to  your  children  rendered 

•*  infupportable.    ,Feel,  then,  within  yourfelf, 

'^  hpw  you  can  bear  to  die  by  the  hands  of  the 

*^  executioner,  after  haying  firft  beheld  your 

«  huf- 
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*'  hufband  draped  along  the  ftreets,  and  ex- 
**  pofed  to  the  infults  of  the  multitude;  and,  to 
"  clofe  ally^  to  fee  your  children  made  the  def- 
"  picable  flaves  of  your  enemies,  who  have 
**  rifen  into  confequence  by  your  defeats  and 
'^  calamities.  I  give  you  three  weeks  to  con- 
**  fider  all  this,  my  dear  wife,  and  when  you 
"  have  fteadily  made  up  your  mind  to  it,  I 
"  will  go  and  perilh  with  you  and  with  your 
**  frjends. 

"  Madame  de  Coligny  inftantly  replied: 
'*  Thefe  three  weeks  are  already  paffed  with  me. 
**  Your  courage  will  never  be  conquered  by 
**  that  of  your  enemies. .  Exert  it  then,  im- 
"  mediately,  and  do  not  oblige  me  to  lay  upon 
**  your  head  the  lives  of  all  thofe  that  (hall  die 
•*  in  thefe  three  weeks.  I  fummon  you,  then, 
**  in  the  name  of  the  Moft  High,  to  deprive  us 
**  no  longer  of  your  efforts.  If  you  delay  any 
**  longer,  I  (hall  be  a  witnefs  againft  you  in  the 
*'  dreadful  day  of  judgment." 

Coligny  immediately  joined^^is  brothers ;  and 
the  wars  between  the  Catholics  and  the  Protef- 
tants  of  France  commenced,  which  ended  in 
the  treacherous  pacification  of  1 5  7 1 .  Coligny, 
wijh  jth^  reft  of  the  heads  of  his  party,  came  to 
Paijs,  where  they  were  treated  with  fuch  ex- 
D  4  tremc 
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tremc  kindnefs  by  Charles  the  Ninth  and  the 
Catholic  party,  that  one  of  the  Admiral's  Officers 
be^ed  leave  to  be  permitted  to  retire  firorn 
Paris.     Coligny,  whofe  own  honefty  and  open* 
nefs  of  chara<fter  ever  rendered  him  unfufpefting, 
iiked  the  Officer  if  he  had  loft  his  wits,  to  de- 
fire  to  go  away  at  fuch  a  time.     "  Alas,  Sir,'* 
replied  he,  •*  I  had  rather  fave^  my  life  with 
**  fimpletons  like  myfelf,  than  lofe  it  with  wife 
"  men  like  you !     Our  new  friends  here  are 
**  too  civil  by  half  to  us.    I  fear  fome  mifchief, 
**  and  wifh  I  could  prevail  upon  you  to  have 
*•  the  fame  apprehenfion."     Coligny,  however, 
remained,  and,  a  few  days  before  the  detefta- 
bk  maflacre  of  St.  Barthdomew,  was  wounded 
in  the  hand  and  in  the  arm  by  a  (hot  from  a 
fnufquet,  as  he  was  on  his  way  to  vifit  the  King 
at  the  Louvre.     The  wound  was  not  danger- 
ous, and  Charles  and  his  Mother,  Catherine  de 
Medicis,  behaved  on  the  occafion  with  fo  mucli 
appearance  of  kindnefs  and  afFedion  (the  King 
occafionally  callmg  the  Admiral  by  the  endear- 
ing name  of  Father),  that  no  fufpicion  con- 
tinued in  his  mind.     Early^  however,  in  the 
morning  of  the  day  of  St.  Bartholomew,  the 
Admiral  and  his  attendants  were  aWakened  by 
a  great  noife  at  the  door  oAhe  apartments  in 
which  they  were  lodged.     He  immediately, 
.  fufpefting  mifchief,  rofe  out  of  bed,  put  on  his 
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Jiightrgown,  and  ordered  his  chajdain  topray, 
himfelf  following  the  prayer?  With  I^ud  fighs, 
and  recommending  his  life  to  God,  which  he  had 
merely  lent  him  for  his  honour.  Some  one  who 
had  feen  Befme  and  his  foldiers  at  the  door, 
came  running  into  the  room  to  tell  the  Admiral 
what  was  the  matter ;  adding,  "  It  is  God  that 
f  calls  us  to  him;  the  houfe  is  forced,  and 
^  there  is  no  poffibility  of  refiftance." — ^**  I 
"  have  been  expecting  death  a  long  time  fince," 
replied  the  Admiral.  **  The  reft  of  you  will 
^  endeavour  to  get  away,  if  you  can:  every  ef- 
'•  fort  that  you  can  make  to  fave  my  life  is  in 
^  vain.  I  commend  it  into  the  hands  of  Him 
^*  who  gave  it  to  me ;  do  you  make  what  haftc 
"  you  can,  and  get  away.'*  ^Thi  Admiral  then, 
with  a  countenance  of  the  moft  placid  ferenity, 
and  in  an  attitude-  of  the  greateft  dignity,  feated 
himfelf  in  an  arm-chair,  expeAing  the  entrance 
of  the  affaffins.  Befme  came  in  firft,  and  not 
knowing  the  Admiral,  whom  he  faw  feated, 
iP&ed  him  if  he  was  the  Admiral.  In  a  firm 
tone  of  voice  Coligny  anfwered,  "  I  am  he : 
^*  but,  young  man,  refpeft  my  gray  hairs,  and 
^'  my  advanced  age.'*  Befme,  making  no  reply^ 
ftruck  him  upon  the  head  with  his  fword,  and 
bis  foldiers  difpatched  him  with  many  woundii 
in  different  parts  of  his  body.  They  then  threw 
the  body  out  of  the  window  into  the  court- 
yard. 
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yard.  The  Duke  of  Guife,  coming  foon  after- 
wards,  wiped  off  the  blood  from  the  face,  to* 
fee  whether  it  was  that  of  the  Admiral,  and 
then  gave  the  body  a  violent  kick  with  his  foot. 
The  mob  of  Paris  next  ruftied  in,  took  the  body 
of  the  Adniiral,  tied  it  to  the  heels  of  an 
afs,  and  afterwards  hung  it  up  for  three  days  on 
the  common  gallows  of  Paris  ^  from  whence  it 
was  takea  down  by  fome  of  his  friends,  mangled 
and  covered  with  every  mark  of  indignity,  and 
conveyed  to  his  daughter  the  Princefs  of  Orange, 
who  with  filial  piety  collefted  every  relick  of  fo 
valuable  a  d^pofit,  and  placed  them  in  a  fmall 
farcophagus  of  black  m^ble,  on  which  Ihe 
caufed  to  be  engraven*  the  following  infcrip-, 
tion,  written  by  the  learned  Jofeph  Scialiger : 


D.   O.   M. 
SACRVM 
ET 
MEMORISE  G A  SPAEIS  A  COLIGNIACO,  COMITIS  COLIG- 
NIACI,     DOMINI     CASTILIONI,     EQVITIS     TORQVATI 
REGIS,    TVRMJE     CENTVM    EQVITUM     CATAPHRAC- 
»  TOR,  PRJEFECTI,   MAGNI  FRANCIiE  AMIRALI,  CIVIS 
MEMORIA,  PER  VIM  OPPRESSI,  IN  INTEGRVM  SECVM- 
DVM  AMPi-ISSIMIORDINIS    CONSVLTVM  RESTITVTA 
|:sr,OPTlMI  F0RTISS.PR0VIDENTIS<^DUCIS,PVRJ^ 
REHGIONIS      VINDICIS,      AC     PROPAGATORI§,     QVI 
HJ?TINCTV  PIETATIS  ATQVE  ANIMI  MAGNITVDINB, 
ARMIS  PRO  ASSERENDA  RELIGIONE  AC   UBERTATE 
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FATRIA  SVMPTIS,  ADVERSVS  EOS  qVI.  ItBMPVB* 
PACTIONIBVS  SVIS  OPPRIMEBANT,  BORBONITOR, 
REOII  SANGVZNIS  PRINCIPVM  CHRISTIANISS.  FRAN-^ 
COR.  REGIS  MAIESTATEM  DEFENDBNTIVM  AVSPI- 
CIIS,  EXIGVA  MANY,  VIRTVTE  INCOMPARABItl  N7- 
MEROSOS  HOSTIVM  CVNEOS  S-«PE  FVDIT,  FVGAVlTj 
PROFLIGAVIT.  AC  POST  TOT  FOEDFRATOR.  HOMI- 
NVM  INVSITATB  PERFIDIwC  EXEMPLA,  TOTIBS<^ 
BELLVM  OBSTINATISS.  BORVM  FEROCIA  REPARA-* 
TVM,  TANDEM  ILLOS  IN  PACIS  CONDITIONES  DE- 
8CENDERE  COMPVLIT,  VNDE  AMPLIFICATO  TOTA 
OALLIA  VER-«  RELIGIONIS  CVLTV,  POST  RES  BENE 
ARMIS  EIVS  AC  CONSILIIS  GESTAS,  ET  REPVB.  PA- 
CAT  A,  QVI  VIM  FACTIOSOR.  TOTIES  APERTO  MARTE 
FREGERAT,  EORVM  IN8IDIAS,  AC  CLANDESTINAS 
INOPINATA  PERFIDi^  MpLITIONBS,  HOMO  SALV- 
TIS  PATRI-ffi  QVAM  SVJE  AMANTIOR  DECLINARS 
KON  POTVIT.  CVIVS  ANIMA  APVD  EVM  PRO  QJO 
CONSTANTISS.  PyGNAVIT,  RECEPTA  ESTj  OSSA  A7* 
TEM  lU  SPEM  RESURRECTlONIS  HIC  SITA  SUNT. 

A.  n. 

WDOVICA   "WILLELMI  ARAVSIONENSIVM 

PRINCIPIS    VIDVA9 

PATRIS   PIENTISS.   TITVLVM 

M^MORI^ 

P.    C. 


The  Duke  of  Alen^on,  brother  of  Charles  IX, 
was  much  attached  to  the  Admiral.  After  the 
murder  of  Coligny,  his  will  was  carried  to  the 
King,  who,  on  reading  it,  and  finding  it  contain 
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an  article  of  advice  to  him,  in  which  iie  recom^ 
inended  to  him  not  to  ft^ffer  his  brother  to  be 
cither  too  powerful  or  too  rich,,  turned  to  the 
Puke  of  Alen^on,  and  faid,  "  So  this,  then,  is 
**  your  good  friend  !  See  how  kind  he  is  to 
*<  yoy,'' — *^  I  do  not  know^  Sire,"  replied  the 
Duke  nobly,  "  how  much  he  was  ^ly  friend,, 
^  but  his  euivice  flicws  how  much  he  was 
"  yours."  So  obferved  the  Amba0ador  of 
England,  to  whom  the  King  faid,  that  Coligny 
had  advifed  him  never  to  truft  England.  **  He 
*•  might.  Sire,  have  been  a  had  Englifliman, 
^^  perhaps,  but  I  ani  fur?  that  he .  was  a  good 
<•  Frendnnan/' 

In  fome  cng^ment  Coligny  was  di^ngeroufly 
wounded.  His  friends  coming  about  him,  and 
lamenting  the  ftate  in  which  they  found  him,, 
he  faid,  "  Alas !  my  friends,  fhould  not  the 
"  profeffion  which  we  follow  make  us  as  care- 
*^  lefsofdeathasoflifer 

The  Admiral  advifed  his  daughter  to  marry 
Teligny,  one  of  the  moft  accomplished  men  of 
the  Court  of  France  at  that  time,  for  the  good 
and  excellent  qualities  that  he  had  obferved  in 
him.  "  I  give  him  to  you,"  fays  he,  "  to  fer 
•*  cure  for  you  contentment  and  happinefs  in 
"  marriage,  which  you  will  find  x>f  more  im- 
1  "  portance 
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portance  in  that  fituation  than  cither  riches 
or  power,  I  affure  you/* 


Four  days  before  the  murder  of  Cdigny,  hfe 
thus  wrote  to  his  wife : 

"  M^  dear  and  beloved  Wife, 

"  The  nuptials  of  the  King's  fifter  and  the 
*•  King  of  Navarre  have  been  celebrated  to-day, 
**  and  the  three  or  four  days  afterwards  will  be 
*•  Ipent  in  balls,  entertainments,  mafquerades, 
"  and  tournaments.  After  this,  the  King  has 
'*  promifed  to  give  me  a  day,  on  which  he  is  to 
**  hear  what  i  have  to  tell  him  refpefting  the 
"  violation  of  the  late  edift  of  pacification ; 
**  upon  which  I  am  now  very  bufy.  For  al* 
**  though  I  have  a  very  great  defire  to  (c^  you, 
**  yet  I  tliiiJc  we  (hould  both  be  extremely  forry 
**  if  there  was  any  defedt  of  adtivity  and  dili- 
^*  gence  on  my  part.  This  delay,  I  hop^,  will 
*^  not  keep  me  here  above  ten  days  longer. 
**  if  r  attended  t)nly  to  my  own  fatisfedion,  it 
**  would  be  much  more  agreeable  to  me  to  be 
**  with  ydu  than  to  ftay  at  Court,  for  reafons 
•^  ^HFbich  I  will  tell  you  when  I  fee  you.  But  it 
•*  is  one's  duty  to  pay  more  regard  to  public 
*'  confiderations  than  to  thofe  of  pleafure  or  of 
•*  intereft.     I  have  many  other  things  to  tell 

"  you. 
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**  you,  a3  foon  as  I  fee  you ;  which,  I  affufe 
"  you,  I  wifh  continually,  both  night  and  day, 
"  to  be  able  to  do.  At  prefent  all  that  I  can 
"  tell  you  is,  that  at  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
"  noon  of  this  day  the  mafs  for  the  nuptials  was 
•*  faid,  during  which  time  the  King  of  Navarre, 
"  with  fome  Gentlemen  of  our  vetiffton,  who 
,"  had  followed  that  Prince,  walked  about  in 
"  the  court-yard  near  the  church.  There  arc 
"  many  other  circumftances,  befides,  which  I 
**  referve  to  tell  you  at  our  next  meeting  :  in 
"  the  mean  time,  my  dear  and  beloved  wife,  I 
**  pray  God  to  have  you  in  his  keeping." 
"  Paris,  i8th  Augufi  1572./' 

.^*  Thefe  three  days  paft,  I  have  been  tor- 
"  mented  with  a  flatulent  and  nephritic  colic^ 
"  which,  God  be  thanked,  lafted  only  eight  cm: 
" .  ten  hours,  and  from  which  I  am  at  prefent 
"  by  the  fame  goodnefs  delivered;  and  I  aflurc 
**  you,  that  in  this  croud  of  banquets  and  of 
**  fhows  I  fhall  be  troublefome  to  no  perfon. 
"  Farewell,  then,  once  more  ! 

"  Your  affeftionatc  hulhand, 

"  Chastillon." 
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MORVILLIERS, 

KEEPER   OF    THE   SEALS* 

This  high-minded  Magifirate  was  ordered 
by  his  Sovereign  (Charles  thq  Ninth)  to  put  the 
feals  to  Hhe  pardon  of  a  Nobleman  who  had 
committed  a  murder.  He  refufed.  The  Kiilg 
took  the  feals  out  pf  his  hands,  and  having  put 
them  himfelf  to  the  inftrument  of  remiffion, 
returned  them  immediately  to  Morvilliers, 
who  refufed  to  take  them  again;  adding, 
*'  The  feals  have  twice  put  me  in  a  fituation  of 
"  great  honour ;  once,  when  I  received  them ; 
**  and  again,  when  I  refigned  them.'* 

After  the  execrable  day  of  St.  Bartholomew, 
Charles  the  Ninth  was  inclined  to  throw  all  the 
odium  of  that  deteftable  tranfadtion  upon  the 
Houfe  of  Guife  ;  but  was  prevented  by  the  fug- 
geftions  of  Morvilliers,.  who  told  him,  that  by 
adting  thus  he  would  conciliate  the  afFeftions  of 
the  Catholics  to  the  Duke  of  Guife  and  the 
Cardinal  of  Lorraine,  inftead  of  preferving  them 
entirely  to  himfeE  Charles  /took  the  advice, 
and  immediately  ordered  ^  proves  to  be  inftitut- 
ed  againft  the  dead  body  of  the  venerable  Ad- 
miral de  Coligny,  as  againft  that  of  a  heretic  and 
a  rebel 
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BISHOP  OF   tISIEUX. 

The  M^flacre  of  St.  Bartholomew  was  not 
confined  to  the  Capital  of  France }  orders  were 
fent  to  the  moft  diftant  Provinces  to  deftroy  all 
the  Proteftants  in  them.  When  the  Governor 
of  the  Province  brought  Hennuyer  the  order, 
he  oppofed  it  with  all  his  power,  and  caufed  a 
formal  aft  of  his  oppofition  to  be  entered  on 
the  Regiflers  of  the  Province.  Charles  IX* 
when  remorfe  had  taken  place  in  his  mind,  was 
fo  far  from  difapproving  of  what  this  excellent 
Prelate  had  done,  that  he  gave  him  the  greateft 
praifes  for  his  clemency ;  and  the  Proteflants 
flocked  together  in  numbers  to  abjure  their  rc-^ 
ligion  at  the  feet  of  this  good  and  kmd  Shep- 
herd, whofe  g^ntlenefs  affeded  them  more  than 
the  commands  of  the  Sovereign  and  the  vio* 
lence  of  the  foldiers. 


VICONTE  D'ORTE 


I 


was  Governor  of  Bayonne  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Ninth,  and  received  the  fame  infamous  or- 
ders from  his  Sovereign  refpefting  the  Hugue- 
nots, 
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JiQtS)  which  were  fent  to  the  Bifliop  of  Lifieux> 
and  behaved  in  the  fame  noble  and  generous 
^manner.      He   wrote    to  the   King  in   thefe 
terms : 

"  Sire, 

**  III  AVE  communicated  yoUr  Majefty*s  lettef 
*^  to  the  Garrifon  and  to  the  Inhabitants  of  thi^ 
**  Town.  I  have  been  able  to  find  among 
**  them  only  brave  Soldiers  and  good  Citizens  i 
**  not  a  fingle  Executioner*" 

■     -  kui  I  — 


Due  DE  MONTPENSIER. 

Brantome,  who  feems  to  have  been  a 
good-humoured  fellow,  like  a  true  Frenchman, 
mentions  en  plaifantant  this  horrid  account  of 
the  barbarities  of  Montpenfier,  who  was  Gfene* 
ral  of  an  army  fent  againft  the  Huguenots  or 
^teflants : 

"  Whenever  a  male  Huguenot  prifoner  was 
^  brought  to  him,  he  faid  with  a  fmilingcoun- 
"  tenance.  You  are  a  Huguenot,  my  friend  ? 
"  I  recommend  you  to  M.  Babelot.  This 
"  Monficur  Babelot/'  adds  Brantome,  "  was 

VOL.  iv/  E  •*  aCor-* 
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"  a  Cordelier,  a  learned  man,  who  tobk  goodE 
**  care  of  his  mailer's  confcience,  and  was  al- 
**  -ways  neir  him.  To  this  perfons^e  then  the 
"  poor  prifoner  was  brought,  and  after  a  few 
"  queftions  put  to  him,  was  condemned  to 
*•  death,  and  executed  immediately.  When 
**  the  prifoner  chanced  to  be  a  woman,  a 
.  **  maiden,  young  and  handfome,  the  Duke  faid 
"  merely  to  her,  I  recommend  you  to  my 
♦*  ftandard-bearer ;  take  her  to  him.  This 
"  ftandard-bearer  yvas  a  certain  M.  de  Mon* 
**  toiron,  of  the  antient  houfe  of  Archbifhop 
"  Turpin,  who  bore  the  fame  name ;  a  very 
"  fine  Gentleman,  ftout  and  tall/*  The  in- 
decencies that  the  female  prifoners  afterwards 
fuffered  from  this  M.  Montoiron,  were  very 
horrible,  and  Brantome  difcufles  them  with  a 
very  difgufting  levity.  Some  (hameful  and  dif- 
graceful  inftances  of  the  fame  cool  and  delibe- 
rate cruelty,  cruelty  unprovoked  by  any  ebulli- 
tion of  paffioii  or  fuddennefs  of  refentment,  but 
the  effeA  of  wanton  malignity  and  fiend-like 
barbarity,  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  firft  bodt 
of  Sully's  Memoirs,  ftill  (ifspoflible)  more  forci- 
bly proving  Voltaire's  affertion  refpeding  his 
countrymen,  *<  Jc  vols  des  Singes  qui  agacenf  les> 
"  fl^es:^ 
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NOSTRADAMUS. 

Of  the  great  eafe  with  which  any  pretended 
prophecy  may  be  aj^lied  to  an  event,  the  fol- 
lowing inftances  of  the  applications  that  have 
been  made  from  the  projAecies  of  Noftradamus 
evince.  In  one  of  his  Qiiatrains  (for  in  that 
form  his  oracles  are  given)  he  fays,  "  Les  O//- 
**  viers  croitront  en  Angleterrey  That,  fay  his 
interpreters,  alludes  to  the  feizure  of  the  fu- 
preme  power  in  England  by  Olivet  Cromwell. 

When  the  French  took  the  city  of  Aras  * 
from  the  Spaniards,  under  Louis  Xlll.  after  a 
very  long  and  moft  defperate  fiegej  it  was  re- 
membered that  Ndftradamus  had  faid, 

Lti  anciens  crapauds  prendront  Sara. 
The  ancient  toads  {hall  Sara  take. 

This  line  was  then  applied  to  that  event  in  this 
very  round-about  n^anner :  Sara  is  Aras  back- 
ward. By  the  ancient  toads  were  meant  the 
French,  as  that  Nation  formerly  had  for  its  armo- 
rial bearings  three  of  thefe  odious  reptiles,  in- 
ftead  of  the  three  flowers  de  luce  which  it  aci^ 

^  Arras  was  anciently  fpelt  Jras^ 

£  z  J^oftra- 
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Noftradatnus  was  more  lucky  than  ufual  in 
6ne  of  his  Quatrains,  which  was  applied  to  thq 
death  of  Henry  the  Second  of  France,  killed  at 
a  tournament  by  Montgomery ;  the  lance  pierc- 
ing his  eye  through  his  golden  vizor  *. 

Le  Lionjeune  U  vieux  furmontera 
En  champ  beUique  parJinguUer  duelj 
Dans  cage  d^  or  lei  y  tux  lui  crevera. 
Deux  plates  uncy  puis  mourir  :  mort  cruelle. 

The  elder  Hon  ihall  the  young  engage, 

And  him  in  ftout  and  iingle  combat  flay: 

Shall  put  his  eyes  out  in  a  golden  cage) 

One  wound  in  two.    Hdw  fad  to  die  in  fuch  a  way  ! 

This  fuppofed  predidlion  gained  him  great 
credit,  and  many  perfons  of  confequence  vifited 
him  in  his  retreat  at  Salons  en  Provence,  to 
confult  him  refpefting  their  fortunes :  amongft 

•  "  When  I  was  in  France,"  fays  Lord  Bacon,  "  I 
•*  heard  from  one  Dr.  Pcna,  that  the  Qiicen-Mother  (Ca- 
^  therine  de  Medicis,  who  was  given  to  curious  arts)  caufed 
"  the  King  her  hufband's  nativity  to  be  calculated  under 
'<  a  falfe  name,  and  the  Aflrologer  gave  a  judgment,  that 
"  he  fhould  be  killed  in  a  duel.  At  which  the  Qiieen 
"  laughed,  thinking  her  hufband  to  be  above  challenges 
^  and  duelling ;  but  he  was  (lain  upon  a  courfe  at  tilt,  the 
'*  fplinters  of  the  ftafF  of  Montgomery  going  in  at  Ws 
"  beaver,"    OfPropbeeies,  EJfay  35. 

^  ,.  other 
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Other  perfons  who  were  guilty  of  that  folly  and 
of  that  wickednefs,  were  Emanuel  Duke  of 
Savoy  and  his  Duchefs,  and  his  own  Sovereign 
Charles  the  Ninth.  Charles  made  hi^l  a  very 
•  confiderable  prefent  in  money,  fettled  a  pen- 
fion  upon  him,  and  made  him  his  phyfician  in 
ordinary,  Noftradamus  having  been  originally . 
bred  to  the  profeffion  of  medicine. 

The  family  of  Noftradamus  had  been  a 
Jewifh  family.  He  pretended  to  be  of  the  tribe 
of  Iflachar ;  becaufe  it  is  faid  in  the  Chronicles, 
•*  that  there  (hall  come  learned  men  from  the 
**  fons  of  Iffachar,  who  know  all  times  *•" 

.Noftradamus  died  at  Salons  in  1566.  Jodelle 
the  Poet  made  this  diftich  upon  the  Prophet : 

Nojira  damns  cumfalfa  damns  ^  nam  fuller e  no/lrume/ii 
Etcumfalja  damns^  nil  niji  nojira  damns. 

•  "  My  judgment  is,  that  they  (modern  prophecies) 
**  ought  all  to  be  defpifed,  and  ought  to  ferve  but  as 
**  winter-talk  by  .the  fire- fide.  Though,  when  I  fay  dc- 
**  fpifed,  I  mean  it  as  for  belief;  for  otherivife,  the 
**  fpreading  or  publiftiing  of  them  Is  in  no  fort  to  be 
**  defpifed,  for  they  have  done  much  mifchief.  And  I 
**  fee  many  fevere  laws  made  to  fupprefs  them.*'    Bacon^ 
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The  following  Quatrain  of  Noftradamus  was 
applied  to  James  the  Second,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange  at  the  Revolution. 

Celui  qui  la  principaute 
Tiendra  par  grande  cruaute^ 
J  la  fin  verra  grande  phalange 
.  Poriir  coup  defeu  tres  dangenux. 
Par  accord  pourraf aire  mieux 
Autrement^  boira  fiic  d'Orange. 

He  who  the  Britifh  empire's  reinj 
By  force  and  cruel  tyjnaintains. 
Shall  in  his  mm  each  horror  feel. 
The  Wafting  fire,  th'  avenging  ftecl; 
Then  let  him  with  his  foe  agree, 
And  fave  the  land  from  mifery. 
Or  to  his  lips  the  Orange  juice 
Shall  poifon's  fatal  ills  produce* 

Noftradamus  drew  horofcopes  and  calculated 
nativities.  Gaflendi  (who  had  in  early  life  be- 
lieved in  Aftrology),  when  he  paffed  through 
Salons  in  Provence,  the  place  where  Noftrada- 
mus lived,  had  the  curiofity  (as  he  tells  us  in 
his  Letters)  to  examine  the  nativity  which  this 
pretended  prophet  had  calculated  of  the  fa- 
ther of  the  principal  Magiftrate  of  the  place, 
when  he  found  that  all  the  principal  events  of 
Jiis  life  had  taken  place  in  the  exaft  contrary 
manner  to  that  in  which  they  had  been  pre- 
difted.  He  was  tp  have  fii  increafe  of  fortune 
1  fironi 
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from  a  ftranger  to  his  family,  and  be  never  had 
any  fortune  but  that  which  his  father  had  left 
i)im ;  he  was  to  be  a  great  traveller,  and  he  had 
never  quitted  his  native  province ;  he  was  to 
fight  a  duel,  and  he  never  had  a  ferious  quarrel 
with  any  perfon  in  Iiis  life. 


CHANCELIER  DE  L^HOPIf  AL. 

Who  could  have  imagined  that  this  ru^pd 
and  inflexible  magiflrate  would  have  amufed 
his  leifure  with  writing  Latin  verfes  to  fati- 
rize  the  ladies  of  his  time  who  did  not  fuckle 
their  own  children  ?  His  poem  on  this  lingular 
fubjed:  is  addreffed  to  the  celebrated  Jean 
Morel.  Some  of  the  lines  may  be  thus  tranf- 
lated : 

Can  Nature,  like  a  ftep-mother,  deny 
The  lafteal  balm,  the  tender  babe's  fiipply  ? 
Indulgent  parent !  from  her  copious  ftores 
The  food  of  helplefs  infant  life  flic  pours ; 
To  thofe  vain  females  niggardly  alone, 
Whofe  pride  and  luxury  her  powers  diibwn. 
Obferve  the  lavage  tyrants  of  the  field. 
They  to  th'  unnatural  mother  leffons  yidd» 
Does  the  fierce  lioneft,  of  horrid  gl^re, 
)f  egled  her  iavage  charge,  her  rifiog  care; 
And  her  young  offspring)  with  obdurate  hearty 
'^o  her  fell  neighbour's  purchased  care  impart  ? 

E  4  The 
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The  poem  is  a  long  one,  and  contains  many 
as  fine  apd  as  ftrong  fentiments  as  thofe  juft 
quoted.  The  late  excellent  Dr,  Gregory  of 
Edinburgh  has,  in  his  very  ingenious  and  enter- 
taining "  Comparative  View  of  the  State  and 
**  Faculties  of  Man  with  thofe  of  the  Animal 
*^  World,"  fhcwn  it  to  be  no  lefs  the  intereft 
than  the  duty  of  the  mother  (unlefs  her  ftate  of 
health  prevent  it)  to  fuckleherown  child.  She 
procures  greater  health  and  fpirits,  as  well  as 
greater  beauty,  by  the  operation ;  and,  adds  he, 
"  another  great  inconveniency  attending  the 
*^  negled  is,  the  depriving  women  of  that  inter- 
^'  val  of  refpite  and  of  eafe  which  nature  in- 
^'  tended  for  them  between  child-bearings. 
"  A  woman  who  does  not  nurfe,  has  naturally 
^'  a  child  every  year :  this  greatly  exhaufts  the 
*^  conftitution,  and  brings  on  the  infirmities  of 
**  old  age  before  their  time.  A  woman  who 
"  nurfes  her  child,  has  an  interval  of  a  year  and 
"  a  half  or  two  years  betwixt  her  children,  in 
*'  which  the  conftitution  has  time  to  recover 
"  its  vigour." 

The  Chancellor  de  THopital's  Latin  Poems 
are  in  one  vol.  folio,  1585,  and  in  one  vol. 
oftavo,  1732.  Of  this  great  magiftrate*s  fimple 
manner  of  living  Brantome  gives  this  account : 
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^  II  me  depecha  bient6t  &  nous  fit  diner 
•^  ties  bien  du  bouilli  feulement  (car  c'ctoit  fon 
<<  yfage).  Devant  le  diner  ce  n*ctoit  que  beaux 
**  difcours  &  belles  fentences  &  quelquefois 
**  aufli  de  gentils  mots  pour  rire." 

L'Hopital  ufed  to  lay  of  thofe  perfons  who 
piqued  themfelvcs  upon  never  refufing  any 
thing,  "  that  they  had  one  quality  at  leaft  in 
**  common  with  a  young  prodigal,  and  with  a 
*'  woman  of  loofe  condudt.'* 


LE  PRESIDENT  DE  THOU, 
Th£  illuftrious  Thuanus  faid,  that  on  his 
mentioning  one  day  to  his  Father,  Chriftopher 
de  Thou,  Firft  Prefident  of  the  Parliament  of 
Paris,  fomething  relating  to  the  infamous  and 
cruel  maflacre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  he  flopped 
him  ftiortly,  exclaiming  from  Statins, 

f*  Excidat  ilia  dies  avo^  nee  pojlera  credant 
**  Sacula ;  nos  certe  taceamusy  et  ohruta  mult& 
"  No^e  tegi  propria  patiamur  crimna  gentesJ* 
«  O  may  that  day,  the  fcandal  of  the  age, 
^*  Be  ever  blotted  from  the  hiftoric  page ! 
<*  May  the  kind  Fates  in  Night's  obfcureft  veil 
^  Cover  each  record  of  the  horrid  tale ; 
**  And  hide,  in  mercy,  from  all  future  times 
^  Pur  nation's  cruelty,  our  nation's  crimes !" 
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MONTAGNE. 

When  Montagne's  Travels  were  found  ip 
MS.  a  few  years  ago,  in  a  cheft  at  his  chateau 
in  the  province  of  Perigord,  much  was  expefted 
from  them.     They  have  been  lately  puhlifhed, 
and  contain  nothing  but  the  hiftory  of  his  dif- 
orders,  and  of  the  effefts  of  the  feveral  mineral 
waters  he  tried  upon  them.     One  paffage  in 
them  however,  when  he  comes  to  fpeak  of 
Rome,  is  very  fublime.     His  obfervations,  in 
general,  he  dilated  to  his  Secretary,  who  makes 
his  maftcr  fpcak  in  the  third  perfon.      They 
were- together  at  Rome  in  the  year  1580 :  "  On 
'*  ne  voit  rien  de  Rome  que  le  Ciel,  fans  le- 
*'  quel  elle  avoit  cte  aflife,  &  la  plant  de  fon 
^*  gite;  que  cette  fcience  qu'on  en  avoit  etoit 
■^  unc  fcience  ^.bftraite  &  de  contemplation, 
*^  de  laquelle  il  n*avoit  rien  qui  tombat  fous  les 
"  fens.     Ceux  qui  difoient  qu*on  y  voyoit  les 
**  mines  de  Roliie  en  difoient  trop,  car   les 
"  ruines  d'une  fi  epouvantable  machine  rappor- 
**  teroient  plus  d'honneur  &  de  reverence  a  fa 
*^  mcmoire  ^  ce  n'etoit  rien  que  fon  fepulture. 
^*  Le  monde  ennemi  de  fa  longue  domination 
'^  avoit  premierement  brife  &  fracafle  toute$ 
"  les  pieces  de  ce  corps  admirable  ^  &  parce- 
*^  qu'encorc  tout  mort,  renverfe  &  define,  il 
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^  lui  feifmt  horreur,  il  en  avoit  enfeveU  la  mine 

'  Montage  bas  been  falfcly  accufed  of  want  of 
religion.  On  finding  himfelf  in  the  agonies  of 
death,  he  fent  to  fome  of  his  neighbours  to  pray 
with  him,  and  to  attend  the  ceremony  of  ma6 
in  his  chamber.  At  the  inftant  of  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  hoft,  he  with  a  tranfport  of  devotion 
raifed  himfelf  out  of  his  bed  upon  his  knees, 
and  died  in  the  ad  of  adoring  that  facred  myf- 
Jery  of  the  Catholic  church. 

Montagae  appears  to  have  poflMed  a  mind 
highly  fufceptibie  of  the  power  of  friendfhip* 
His  letter  giving  an  account  of  the  death  of  his 
learned  friend  Etienne  de  la  Boetie,  is  a  very 
pathetic  narrative,  Monti^ne,  at  thedefirc  of 
his  father,  tranflated  from  the  Latin  Sebonde*s 
Natural  Theology.  He  dedicates  his  tranf- 
lation  to  his  father,  and,  with  a  filial  refpeft  no^ 
Very  common,  calls  him  every  where  in  the  de- 
dication Monfeigneur. 

Cardinal  de  Perron  ufed  to  call  Montagne's 
Eflays  *:*  Le  Breviaire  de%  HonnStes  Gens^^ 
The  feverer  Huet  entitles  them  "  Le  Breviaire 
"  des  Parejfeux.**  The  peevilh  Scaliger  cries 
put,  ^*  What  is  \i  to  the  world  in  general, 

**  whether 
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^  whether  Montagne  loves  red  or  white  wine 
«  beft  ?"  Yet  in  fpite  of  this  farcafm  of  that 
great  fcholar,  whatever  Montagne  relates  about 
himfelf  comes  home  to  the  bufinefs  and  bofom 
of  every  lover  of  nature  and  obferver  of  the 
human  charader.  To  his  Eflays  may  be  ap^ 
plied  from  Horace, 

^  Ille  velutfidh  arcana  fodali bus  oUm 

**  Cre^ebat  libris :  neque^  Ji  male  cejferat  ufquam 

^  Decurrens  alioy  nequeji  benij  quo  fit  ut  omnis 

**  Fotivi  pateat  veluti  defcripta  tabella 

«  rUa  ferns " 

.  Montagne,  whom  no  one  ^an  fufpeft  of  pre-* 
judice  or  bigotry,  or  of  attachment  to  any  thing 
merely  becaufe  it  is  eftablifhed,  {peaking  of 
Kings,  fays,  with  his  ufual  good  humour  and 
good  fenfe,  *^  We  owe  duty  and  obedience  to 
"  Kings ;  for  that  regards  their  office.  Efteem 
<*  and  affedtion  we  owe  to  them  when  they  are 
*^  perfon§  of  virtue.  Let  us  make  the  facrifice 
^'  for  the  fake  of  political  order,  to  bear  with 
*^  them  with  patience,  even  when  they  are  un- 
"  worthy  of  their  high  office.  For  the  fame 
•^  reafon  let  us  conceal  their  failings,  and  make 
•^  the  moft  we  can  even  of  their  indifferent 
*'  aftions,  as  long  as  we  fhall  have  occafion  for 
^*  their  fupport/- 
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Though  always  talking  and  thinking  about 
his  health,  Montague  affefted  univerfally  to 
ridicule  the  profeffors  of  medicine.  He  ufed 
to  fay  of  thenij  "  that  they  know  more  of 
*^  Galen  than  of  their  patients.  Yet,"  added 
he,  "  let  them  liw  by  our  follies ;  they  are  not 
"  the  only  perfons  who  do  fo.'*  To  fome  hy- 
pochondriacal friend  of  his  he  faid,  "  Get  your 
"  phyfician  to  order  you  a  medicine  for  your 
'^  head ;  it  will  do  you  more  fervice  there  than 
"  when  applied  to  the  ftomach.*' 

"  Cowardice,"  fays  Mont^ue  very  well,  in 
one  of  his  Effays,  "  is  the  mother  of  cruelty. 
"  Courage,"  adds  he,  "  that  I  mean  which 
"  oppofes  itfelf  only  to  refiftance, 

nee  nlft  bellantis  gaudet  cervice  juvenciy 

*^  flops  when  it  fees  the  enemy  at  its  mercy. 
"  But  cowardice,"  continues  the  acute  Gafcon, 
"  to  ftiew  that  it  can  alfo  do  its  part,  not  hav- 
"  ing  been  able  to  figure  in  the  firft  rank, 
"  takes  its  part  in  the  fecond,  which  is  blood 
"  and  flaughter.  The  murders  attendant  upon 
"  vidtories  are  generally  committed  by  the 
"  loweft  clafs  of  the  army,  and  by  thofe  that 
"  have  the  care  of  the  baggage.  And  what 
*'  caufes  fuch  unheard-of  cruelties  in  all  civil 
"  wars  is,  that  the  populace,  to  (hew  its  braveiy 

"  and 
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"  and  its  military  fkill,  fteeps  itfelf  in  blood  up 
**  to  the  elbows,  and  tears  to  pieces  even  the 
*'  body  that  lies  proftrate  at  its  feet/* 

**  I,  in  conjunftion  with  the  Baron  of  Cail- 
^  pene/*  fays  this  entertaining  Writer,  "  had 
'^^  the  patronage  of  a  benefice  at  the  foot  of 
"  one  of  our  Gafcon  mountains,  in  a  country 
•*  of  confiderable  extent.     The  inhabitants  of 
**  this  fpot,  like  thofe  of  the  Valley  Angrougne, 
*'  lived  after  a  manner  of  their  own,  and  were 
"  governed    by  certain  laws    and  regulations 
"  which  had  been  received  from  father  to  fon^ 
"  and  to  which  they  confented   to  pay  obe- 
"  dience,   from    the    reverence    they   had   to 
**  eftabliftied  cuftom.     This  little  diftria:  was^ 
"  from   time    immemorial,    in    fo   happy    a 
"  fituation,    that   none  of  the .  neighbouring 
**  Judges  had  ever  taken  the  trouble  to  decide 
"  any  of  their  caufes.     No  lawyer  had  ever 
**  been  employed  to  confult  with  them;   no 
"  ftranger  had  ever  been  called  in   to  fettle 
**  their  difputes  j  nor  was  any  inhabitant  ever 
**  known  to  be  reduced  to  afk  alms.     They 
"  avoided    very  fcrupuloufly  all    connedtions 
"  with  the  other  parts  of  France,  to  keep  their 
"  minds  in  the  utmoft  date  of  purity;  untfl 
"  fome  time  fmce,  in  the  memory  of  the  fa- 
"  thers  of  the  prefent  generation,  it  unluckily 

"  happened 
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**  happened  that  one  of  the  natives  took  it  into 
**  his  head  to  breed  up  his  fon  as  a  lawyer, 
"  having  had  him  taught  to  write  in  a  ne^h- 
"  bouring  village.     This  youth  being  now  be* 
**  come  a  perfon  of  confequence  in  his  own 
**  eyes,  began  to  difdain  the  old  cufloms  of 
"  the  diftrift,  and  to  put  into  the  heads  of  its 
*'  inhabitants  high  notions  of  the  magnificence 
**  that  took  place  around  them.     One  of  the 
**  inhabitants  having  had  a  goat  purloined  from 
"  him,  he  advifed  him  to  apply  for  juftice  to 
**  the  royal  Judges  that  were  neareft  to  him ; 
•*  and  thus  he  went  on  till  he  had  deftro3red  all 
*^  tlie    antient  Simplicity  of  his  countrymen. 
*^  At  the  tail  of  this  innovation,  the  inhabi- 
"  tants  fay,  tTiere  happened  one  of  much  more 
"  fatal  confequence,  by  means  of  a  phyfician, 
**  who  unluckily  for  them    took  it  into  his 
**  head  to  many  a  young  woman  of  their  vil- 
"  lage,^  and  live  amongft  them.     He  began 
**  with  teaching  them   that   there  were  fuch 
•*  things  as  fevers,  rheums,  and  impofthumes, 
*'  and  in  what  part  of  tlie  human  body  the 

*  heart,  the  liver,  and  the  inteftines  were 
**  placed,  of  which  till  then  they  had  remained 
**  in.perfed  ignorance;  and  inftead  of  garlick, 
^  with  which  they  had  been  accuftomed  to 
",  cure  all  their  difeafes,  however  violent  and 

*  dangerous,  he  ordered  them  for  a  cough  or 

«  an 
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*^  an  indigeflion  Ibme  ftrange  foreign  mixtures 
"  and  began  to  make  a  trade  not  only  of 
*'  their  healths  but  of  their  lives.  They  fwear, 
**  thaf  until  his  time  they  never  obferved  that 
**  being  out, at  night  in  the  <iew  gave  them, 
"  hcad-achs,  that  it  was  unwholefome  to  drink 
"  any  thing  warm,  or  that  the  winds  of  au- 
"  tumn  were  more  unwholefome  than  thofe  of 
**  the  fpring;  that  fince  their  making  ufe  of 
"  the  medicines  introduced  by  him,  they  have 
"  been  befet  with  a  whole  legion  of  difeafes, 
"  to  which  they  had  liever  been  accuftomed; 
^^  and  that  they  perceive  a  general  falling-ofF 
"  of  their  antient  vigour  of  conftitution,  as  well 
"  as  that  their  lives  are  fliortened  by  on^  half 

«  at  leaft/' 

I 

*'  There  is  no  nation,"  adds  Montane, 
**  which  has  not  exifted  for  feveral  ages  with- 
^'  out  the  knowledge  of  the  art  of  medicine. 
"  Phyficians  were  not  known  in  the  firft  ^es, 
"  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  beft,  the  moft  happy 
"  times,  and  even  the  tenth  part  of  the  world 
*^  does  not  make  ufe  of  them.  The  Romans 
"  were  fix  hundred  years  without  them ;  ancj, 
"  after  having  tried  them  for  fome  time,  dif- 
**  miffed  them  from  their  city  at  the  inftiga- 
"  tion  of  Cato  the  Cenfor,  who  (hewed  at  leaft 
"  how, well  he  could  do  without  them,  having 

«  lived 
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^'  lived  himfelf  eighty^five  years,  dnd  having 
^^  enabled  his  wife  to  attain  to  an  extreme 
**  old  age  Without  4  J5hyficiani  tho*  hot  indeed 
^*  without  phylic,  for  I  give  that  narhe  to  every 
^^  thing  which  can  contribute  to  the  falubrity 
^*  of  oiir  lives;'^ 

The  lively  old  Ciafcori  mentions  iri  his 
EflkjrSi  that  he  (aw  three  American  favages  at 
S.oueh  in  France^  who  vifited  that  country  from 
curiofity  j  that  they  were  prcfented  to  Gharles 
the  Ninthi  who  happened  to  be  at  Rouen  at 
the  time,  and  were  fheWn  every  thing  curious 
that  the  capital  6f  Normandy  poffefled,  as  the 
Cathedraij  the  Bridge  of  Boats,  &c.  The  ^ing 
(poke  to  them  for  fome  titne  by  his  interpre- 
ter;  arid  after  they  had  bbferved  the  fplendor 
of  the  Court,  its  manner  of  living,  and  the  new 
i5ght  to  them  of  a  fine  city,  they  were  afked 
what  had  moft  ftnick  them.  *^  They  mentioned 
**  three  things^"  fays  Montagne,  "  I  have  for- 
**  gotten  one  of  them.  They  faid,  they  were 
"  much  aftonifhed  that  fo  m?iny  men  of  large 
**  ftature  (meaning  the  King's  Swifs  Guards)^ 
**  with  large  beards^  ftrong,  and  bearing  arms^ 
**  fliould  fubmit  to  obey  a  child*,  and  that 

"  they 

*  A  cotemporaty  Writer  obfervcs,  that  another  of  the 

things  which  ftnick  them  was  the  mad^et-placc  of  Rouen, 

VOL.  IV.  it  wbcrf 
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66  IkiOl^TAGNfi. 

**  they  did  not  rather  chufe  one  from  them-^ 
"  felves  to  command  ^hem.  ^  They  were  next 
«  aftpniflied  (as  they  have  a  term  in  their  Ian- 
««  guagefor  men,  which  is,  counterparts  one  of 
"  another)  that  they  had  obferved  amongft  us 
**  men  full  and  gorged  (gorgez)  with  all  kinds 
^'  of  co'pveniencies,  and  that  their  counterparts 
"  were  begging  at  their  doors,  dying  of  hunger 
"  and  poverty;  and  thought  it.  ftrange  that 
^  thefe  counterparts  to  each  other  could  fufFer 
^*  fuch  an  injuftice,  and  that  they  did  not 
**  either  take  them  by  the  throat,  or  burn  their 
^*  houfes/' 

**  I  afked  one  of  them,"  adds  Montagnc 
*'  (who  appeared  to  be  the  chief,  and  whom 
**  the  failors  who  brought  them  over  called  a 
"  King)  what  advantage  he  received  from  his 
"  fuperiority  of  rank  to  the  reft  of  his  brethren. 
"  He  replied,  that  he  marched  at  then*  head 
*'  when  they  went  to  war.  I  alked  him  how 
"  many  men  followed  him  on  that  occalion. 

where  proviGons  and  3II  kinds  of  conveniencies  were  im- 
mediately to  be  had  "on  a  man's  taking  a  piece  of  metal  out 
of  a  bag.  Here  they  flopped,  and  failed  to  obferve  this 
as  the  cffc6k  of  a  fcgclar  eftablifhed  government,  wbilft 
they,  living  free  and  independent,  are  reduced  to  all  the 
miferi<?s  of  extemporaneous  life,  and  often  die  of  hunger. 

«  He  . 
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^^  Hg  replied,  pointing  to  a  certain  iilclofure^ 

"  that  there  might  be  as  many  perfqns  as  that 

"  could  contain  (about  four  or  five  thoufand 

"  perhaps)*     I  thenufked  him  if  his, authority 

-j*  ceafed  rafter  the  war.     He  replied,,  that  this 

**  mark  of  it   only  remained,  that   when -he 

"  vifited  the  villages  dependent  upon  his  go- 

**  vemmefit,  they  inade  a  road    through  the 

"  hedges  of  their  inclofures,'  that  he   might 

**  pafs  at  his  eafe/* 

Montague,  in  one  of  his  EfTays,'  with  great 
truth  calls  the  imagination  **  la  Folk  du  LogiSy* 
that  power  of  the  mind  which  without  proper 
direftioti  ieiTes  merely  to  embarrafs  and  diftraft 
the  underftanding. 

"  Plutarch,"  fays  this  excellent  Writer,  fays 
"  foniewhere  in  his  Chapter  upon  Inequality, 
^  there  is  not  fo  great  a  difference  between  one 
"  beafl  and  another,  as  between  one  man  and 
'^  another.  He  is  fpeaking  of  the  powers  of 
"  the  mind  and  the'inte^rnal  qualities  of  man. 
"  in  truth,  I  find  fuch  a  diflance  in  point  of  , 
"  intelleft,  as  I  think,  between  Eparitifiondas 
*'  and  a  perfon  Who  fhall^  be  namelefs,  that  I^ 
"' would  readily  go  beyond  Plutarch,  and  fay' 
1^  that  there  is  niore  difference  between  thofe 
jP  z  «  two 
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68  MONTAGNE. 

"  two  perfons  than  there  is  between  a  paiti^ 
"  cular  man  and  a  particular  beaft. 

«  Henty  fir  Fsro  quidprajiatf 
"  And  there  are  as  many  different  degrees  of 
"  underftanding  in  men  as  there  are  feet  from 
**  earth  to  Heaven :  nearly  without  number. 


**  In  truth,  except  the  mere  name  of  King, 
**  our  Kings  in  France  put  us  very  little  out 
'*  of  our  way. 


"  Indeed,  our  laws  are  free  enough,'*  adds 
the  honeft  old  Gafcon ;  "  and  the  weight  of 
**  fovereignty  fcarcely  afFeds  a  French  Gentle- 
"  man  twice  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life". 
**  The  effential  and  effedtual  fubjeftion  governs 
**  thofe  only  who  wifh  to  have  it  atFeft  them, 
"  and  who  like  to  do  themfelves  honour  and  to 
"  enrich  themfelves  by  fuch  fubjeftion.  For 
**  the  man  who  likes  to  keep  fnug  by  his  own 
**  fire-fide,  and  to  conduft  his  af&irs  without, 
*^  quarrelling  and  without  law-fuits,  is  as;  in* 
"  dependent  a  being  as  the  Doge  of  Venice^ 
^  Paucos  fervitu^y  plures  fervitutem  tenent :—:, 
**  Slavery  comics  but  to  i^ew  perfQns,  but  many 
**  perfons  come  to  ilavcry.'* 
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PIERRE  CHARRON. 

Charron^s  celebrated  Treatife  on  Wifdom 
is  a   kind  of  Commentary  on  the  Effays  of 
Montagne.  The  old  Gafcon  was  fo  pleafed  with 
his  book  and  hi^  converfation,  that  he  permitted 
him  to  take  his  name  and  to  bear  his  arms. 
The  times  in  which  he  wrote  could  fo  ill  bear 
the  truths  advanced  in  the   "  Treatife  upon 
^  Wifdom,**   that  he  was  denounced  by  the 
Univerfity  of  Paris   as  a  man   of  irreligious 
principles.     His  friend  the  Prefident  Jeannin, 
fo  well  known  by  his  negotiations  *  in  Hol- 
land, faved  his  book  from  being  condemned,  by 
permitting  the  fale  of  it  as  a  book  of  politics. 
The  frontifpiece  to  the  Elzevir  edition  of  Char- 
ron's  Treatife  reprefents  the  Goddefs  of  Folly 
kading  mankind  by  thefar  paffions. 

Charron  wrote  another  Treatife,  not  fo  much 
Md  as  his  Treatife  upon  Wifdom.  It  is  on  the 
Three  Great  Truths.  In  the  firft  part  he  at- 
tacks  the  Atheifts;  in  the  fecond  he  attacks 
the  Pagan  and  the  Mahometan  religion ;  and  in 
the  third  he  defends  the  doftrines  of  the 
Romifh  Churclu  -  - 

^  Cardinal  Richelieu  ufed  to  call  Jcanmn's  Memoirs  of 
the  Negotiations  in  Holland,  the  Breviary  of  Statefmen. 

?  3  CharroA 
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Cliarron  begins  one  of  his  Chapters  upon 
Wifdom  thus  ;  *^  Nihil  eft^aquaiitate  in^equa/ius  * : 
"  TherQ  is  nothing  fo  unequal  as  eq^uality/* 
There  is  no  hatred  Co  great  as  th^t  whicK 
takes  place  among  perfons  who  are  equal  to  onq 
i^nother.  The  envy  and  jealoufy  with  which 
equals  are  poffefTedj^  are  the  caufes  of  troubles, 
ledilions,  ^nd  civil  wars.  In  all  Govern^ 
ments  tfiere  muft  be  Inequality  of  rank,  but  it 
fhould  b.e  moderate. '  Harmony  itfelf  Cofifjftg 
not  in  a  complete  equality  of  tones,  but  ih  a, 
difference^  of  tones,  that  ftill  accord  one  with 
pother/ 


CARDAN 


wrote  over  the  door  of Tiis  Library  thefe  words; 
"  Ter/7pis  ager  mens — Time  is  my  eftate;"  tha^t 
only  eftate  which  niany  literaiy  perfons  have 
poffeffctlj-and  which'  they'fhould  be  permitted 
to   cultivate  without   interruption.      Cardan' j 

*  La^Motte-begim  onc-of  his  Odes  thus  5 

♦    Equality,  fo  oft  addreft, 

Canft  thou  o'er  wretched  luortals  reign  } 
Alas,  thou  ne'er  haft  ftood  the  teft, 

Cfatrncra  boafted'hafhvvain,        

■  ;de;^ 
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idea  was  thus  dilated  by  the  learned  Sculter, 
aod  iufcribed  over  the  door  of  his  ftiidy: 

Amice  quifquis  hue  venis^ 
Aut  agita  paucky  aut  abi^ 
Jut  me  laborantem  adjuva : 

One  of  three  things  I  here  requeft 
Of  thofe  my  ftiidies  who  moleft ; 
Or  to  be  brief  in  what  they  fay, 
Or  ftrait  to  take  themfelves  awayi 
Or  in  my  toil  a  part  to  bear, 
And  aid  qjie  with  tiieir  friendly  care# 


HENRT  THE  THIRD, 

/  [^574—1589-] 

I  exhibited  great  courage  at  the  attack  made  by 

/    the  Duke  de  Mayenne  upon  the  City  of  Tours. 

Henry  the  Fourth,  then  King  of  Navarre,  who 

ftood  near  him,  faid,  *^  Sire,  I  am  not  aftonilh- 

.  "  ed  now,  that  our  people,  loft  the  battles  of 

**  Jarnac  and  MoncontQur„  fo  fatal  to  th^  Hu- 

**  guenot  party." — "  My  brother,"  replied  the 

King    of  France,    "  we  ought  all  to  do  our 

*^  diity,      Kings    are   not    more    expofed   to 

•*  danger  than  other  perfons :  balls  do  not  look' 

*^  out  for  them  piore  readily  than  for  a  Com- 

!?  mo»  iydiers  and  I  have  nevei*  biard  yet* 

f  4  ['  that 
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f^  that  a  King  of  France  has  been  killed 
**  by'a.  muf^uet  ball;  it  wiU  moft  probably 
J*  not  begin  with  me/* 

On  his  qwitting  the  Kingdom  of  Eoland  tq 
take  poffeffion  of  that    of  France,    a  Polifh 
Nobleman  faild  to  him,  "  Sire,  if  \o  have  in 
f*  poffeffion  the  affeftions  of  a  whole  l^atipn  bq 
*'  really  to  reign,  where  can  you  reign  more  ab- 
f*  folutely  than  in  Poland  ?     Yovi  cannqt  ex- 
f^  ped  to  find  in  France,  in  th^  prefent  fitua- 
f  *  tion  of  that  kingdom,  that  which  yoij  leayej 
f*  behind  you  with  qs/*     This  fpeech  vf2fi  but 
too  prophetic  of  what  afterwards  happened :  hq  , 
had  not  long  been  King  of  France,  before  hq 
was  affaffinateci  by  a  Doniinican  Friar.     The 
wound  was  not  at  firft  thought  fatal  j\  and  ou 
the  day  on  which  he  died,  during  the  celebra- 
tion of  Mafs  in  his  chamber,  the  Prince  ex- 
claimed, with  great  devotion,  "  My  Lord  anc^ 
f*  my  God,  if  my  life  will  be  ufeful  to  my 
>*  people,  preferve  it!  if  not,  take  my  foul  and 
f*  body,  and  place  them  in  thy  Paradife  !    Thy 

«*  win  be  done!"     .         V.  i     M  L 

**  Henry's  charafterof  undcrftanding,*' fays 
Thuanus,  **  appears  incomprehenfible ;  in  fome 
f*  refpeds  above  his  dignity,  in  others  below 
i'  chiWilhnefe.;^  The  Order  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 
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.  H£NRY    ynn   THIRD.  73 

was  inftituted  by  Henry  ^  that  of  St.  Michael 
Jiaving  been  fo  difgraced  by  the  unworthy  per-r 
fens  yirho  had  been  decorated  with  it,  that  thi? 
Soyercign  called  it^  ^*  Le  Collier  ^  ioutes  Bites^^ 


pUC  D^ALENCQN, 


When  this  Prince,  brother  to  Henry  Um 
Third  of  France,  was  Lieutenant-General  of 
|he  Lo>y  Countries  for  a  fniall  part  of  the  years 
I5?2  and  1583,  tl^e  army  of  his  countrymen, 
as  if  they^  intended  to  finifti  the  Feaft  of  the 
Huguenots,  as  they  favagely  called  it,  began 
in  the  year  1572  by  the  celebrated  Maflacre 
pf  Paris,  attacked  the  town  of  Ant>yerp,  on  the 
yyth  of  January  1583,  by  furprize  and  againlt 
the  faith  of  agreement,  which  they  pillaged,  and 
put  to  the  {word  many  of  the  Proteftants  of 
that  city.  One  French  Nobleman  however, 
the  Puc  de  Montpenfier,  brother-in-law  to 
William  Prince  of  Orange,  who  was  prefent  at 
it,  told  the  Due  d*Alen§on,  that  he  ought  to 
tear  out  the  hearts  of  all  thofe  perfons  who  had 
advifed  him  to  be  guilty  of  fo  perfidious  ant 
aftion,  which,  added  he,  will  fo  completely 
decry  you  and  your  army,  that  it  will  render 
the  French  nation  in  general  detefted  and  exe- 
f  rated  by  all  tlie  other  nations  of  Europe. 


The 
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The  French,  indeed,  fo  late  as  that'  inhu- 
man tyrant  Louis  the  Fourteenth's  unprovoked 
attack  upon. Holland,  perpetrated  fuch  horrid 
cruelti^  in  that  country,  that  in.thejear  1673  - 
a  quarto  volume  was  publifhed  with  this  title  : 
•*  Avis  fidele  aux  veritables  HoUandois  touchant 
"  ce  qui  ceji  foffe  dans  les  Filiates  de  Bodegrave 
"  y  Swammerdamy  fff  les  Cruautes  enormes  que 
*^  /&s  Francois  y  an  excretes  *.^^-r^^^  Good  Advice 
^^  to  all  tnfe  Dutchmen  refpeding  what  took 
**  place  in  the  Villages  of  Bodegrave  and  Swam- 
**  merdam,  and  the  unheard-of  Cruelties  that . 
**  the  French  ex^rcifed  upon  them;  with  an 
"  Account  of  the  laft  March  of  the  Army 
**  of  the  King  of  France  through  Brabant  ancj 
<'  Flanders,"     The  book  begins  thus ; 

*^  What  the  French  have  done  in  this  coun^* 
",  try  in  one  yaar,  exceeds  in  cruelty  and 
^\  in.  horror  what  any  Hiftorian.  has  faid  of 
".  ^ny  Nation  whatfoever,  and  whatever  the 
**  tragic  Poets  have  reprefented  in  any  of 
".  their  Tragedies,  ^  There  are  no  pen  or  pencil 
*V  to  be  found  that  can  defcribc  ^t;  and  thlsi 
♦^  (fay?  .the  Author)  was  not  perpetrated  v\ 
*•  towns  that  were  conquered,  but  nierely  in 
"thole  that  were  occupied  by  the  troops  of, 
«  France." 

•  This  curious  Book  is  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum, 
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The  book  is  elegantly  printed,  and  enriche4 
with  feveral   very    beautiful   etchings  by  the 
celebrated    Roman    de    Hoogue.      It    would 
furely  be  well  worth  while  to  reprint  this  work 
for  the  fake  of  thofe  who  can  read  French,  or 
to  tranflate  it  into  the  different-  languages  of 
Europe  for  thofe  who  do  not  underftand  that 
language,  that  they  may  be  taught  what  they 
are  to  expeft  if  they   ftiould  admit  amongft 
them  a  people*,  who,  under  every    form  ^f 
Government,  as  well  that  of  a  Monarchy  as 
that  of  a  Republic,  have  Ihewn  themfelves  falfe, 
ferocious,  and  fanguinary,  the  Blafphemers  of 
their  God,  and  the  Enemies  of  the  Humai^ 
^ace. 


LOUISA  DE  LORRAINE,      , 

QUEEN    OF    HEKRV     TH«    THlJlD. 

When  her  niece,  Madame  Chriftina,  was 
fetting  out  for  Florence,  to  be  married  to  Fer- 
dinand de  Medicis,  fhe  told  her,  "  Bear  in 
**  mind,  my  dear  girl,  that  you^ill  ahvays  be 
*^  looked  upon  as  a  ftranger  in  the  coimtry 
^*  where  you  are  going,  till  you  have  borne  a 
i^  child  9  this  will  ingraft  you  to  it.'* 

f  This  Article  was  firft  printed  in  the  Autumn  of  1 794, 
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[     76.   ] 
•ACHILLES  HARLA Y, 

iriRST     PRESIDENT     OF    THE    PARLIAMEKT    OF 
PARIS, 

j^mained  ever  faithful  to  .his  Sovereign*.  At 
the  celebrated  day  of  the  Barricades  in  1588, 
Jhc  Duke  of  Guife  wished  to  attach  him  to 
Jiis  party,  Harlay  replied,  *'  that  the  rule  of 
^*  his  condu(St  fhould  be,  the  fervice  of  the 
^*  King  and  th^  good  of  the  State ',  and  that  he 
^►^  would  fppner  di$  than  depart  from  it/*. 

The  party  of  the  League  had  him  arretted  and 
put  into  the  Baftile,  Qn  entering  that  horrid 
fortrefs,  hp  uttered  jthefe  remarkable  words : 
^*  It  is  a  great  pity,  when  the  fervajit  is  able 
^*  to  difmifs  the  mailer,  jMy  foul  is  God's,  my 
^*  heart  is  my  Sovereign's,  ^nd  my  body  is  in 
f'  the  hands  of  violence,  to  (Jo  with  jt  what  it 

pleafes/* 


H 


- — ....  .  .^.liii..  ......  ■ 

MAGDALENE  DE  SAINT  NECTAIRE,  ^ 

\Vidow  of  Gui  de  Saint  pxuperi,  was  a  Pro* 
teftant,  and  diftinguilhed  herfelf  very  much  in 
the  Civil  Wars  of  France.  After  her  hufband'^ 
death  (he  retired  to  her  Chateau  at  Mireniont^ 

in 
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in  the  Limoufia;  where,  with  fixty  young 
Gentlemen  well  ^rmed,  (he  ufed  to  make  ex- 
curfions  upon  the  Catholic  armies  in  her  neigh- 
bourhood. In  the  year  1575,  M.  Monta!, 
.Governor  of  the  Province,  having  had  his  de- 
tachments often  defeated  by  this  extraordi* 
nary  lady,  took  the  refolution  to  befiege  her  in 
her  Chateau  with  fifteen  hundred  foot  and 
fifty  horfe.  She  fallied  out  upon  him,  and 
defeated  his  troops.  On  returning,  however, 
to  her  Chateau,  and  finding  it  in  the  pofleflioA 
of  the  enemy,  flie  galloped  away  to  a  neigh- 
bouring town,  Turenne,  to  procure  a  reinforce- 
ment for  her  little  army.  Montal  watched  for 
lier  in  a  defile,  but  was.  defeated,  and  himfelf 
■mortally  woqnd^*  ,      . 

This  is  all  that  is  knowri  of  this  heroine, 
whole  courage  and  cgnduft  we  have  feen  re* 
placed  in  our  tim^s  by  the  celebrated  and  uiif 
fortunate  Ch5;vaIiIire  d'Eon. 


MURETUS. 


This  celebrated  fcholar  was  taken  ill  upon 
the  road  as  he  was  travelling  from  Paris  to 
Lyons ;  and,  as  his  appearance  was  not  much  in 
his  fevour,  he  was  carried  to  an  hofpital.  Two 

phyCciani 
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phyficians  attended  him;  and  hfs  difeife  iiot 
-being  a  very  common  one,  they  thought  it  right 
to  try  fomething  new,  and  out  of  the  ufual 
.road  of  pradice^  upon  him*  One  of  them, 
•iiot  knowing  that  hi^  patient  underftood  Latiri, 
-iaid  in  that  lartgiJ^ge!  to  the  other,  ^*  We  may 
*'.  furely  venture  to  try  an  experiment  upon  thfc 
y^  body  of  fo  mean  a  man  as  our  patient  is." 
^^  Mean,  Sirs  !"  replied  Muretus  in  Latin  to 
^heir  aftonifliment ;  "  can  you  pretend  to  call 
f*  any  man  fo.  Sir,  for  whom  thfe  Saviour  of  thfe 
^*'  world  himfelf  did  not  think  it  beneath  him 
't  to  die  ?" 

1  This  great  fcholar  wrote  Latin  with  fuch  ele- 
gance, that  he  impofed  upem  Jofeph  Scaliget 
fome  Latin  lines  written  by  himfelf  as  a  fragment 
of  Terehc^  Scaliger  was  enraged  on  fin^fing 
out  the  trick  that  had  been  put  upon  him,  and 
as  Muretus  had  very  narrqwly  efcaped  being 
burnt  at  Thouloufe  by  the  fentence  of  the 
Parliament  of  that  city,  he  made  this  diftich 
upon  him : 

^/  rigida  Jlammas  evaferai  ante  Tolofa^ 
Muretusyfumos  vendidit  ilk  mihi. 
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PASSER  AT. 

.  This  elegant  Writer,  at  the  defire  of  Heury 
the  rfhird  of"  France,  compofed  a  Latin  Poem 
on  the  fubjed  of  Hounds,  of  their  varieties,  of 
their  education,  and  of  their  difeajfes.  The  cele- 
l)rated  Epitaph  on  Henry  the  Tliird,  killed  by  a 
Monk,  \^as  written  by  him.  In  that  which  b^ 
compofed  for  himfelf,.  he  merely  defires  his 
fcholacs  to.  throw  garlands  of  flowers .  upon  his 
grave:'  !  T* '         .    »     ^  "  :  • 


Mea  Tmlliter  o^a  quiefcent^ 
Sint  modi  carminibus  non  onerata  mails. 
Light  o'er  py  bones  the  flowery  herbage  reft, 
AnH  no  officious  lines  their  peace  moleft*, 

He  adfi?i     ■  ,j,,  ,,,  ,.,  ;•;...,:.    .;.    .  a/j:  -    - 
Feni^abii'y  fie  vos  venijiisi  abilnih  df^'(f^  [   • 
I  lived,  I  died  j  the  common  lot  of  alU 


CHARLES  EMANUEL  THE  FIRST, 

DUKE    OF   J5AV0Y. 

[l^Sp— 1^30.]     ,  ,    ' 

This  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  moft 
cnterprifing  Princes'  tliat  ever  this  enterprifing 
Houfe  has  produced.  ^^His  life  rhay  be  faid 
to  "have  been  one  perpetual  effort.     Germany, 

*  «   Spain, 
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Spain,  t*rance,  Geneva,  feem  to  have  been  hf 
turns  the  objeds  o^his  ambition  and  of  his  alli- 
ances. He  died  at  laft  of  a  broken  heart  id 
1630,  at  being  defeated  in  mofl;  of  his  projedtJ 
of  aggrandizement.  When  he  was  prefled  by 
Henry  the  Fourth  of  France  to  rellore  thd 
Marquifate  of  Saluces,  according  to  treaty,  he 
remarked,  ^'  that  reftitution  was  not  a  proper 
**  word  in  the  mouth  of  a  Sovereign.'* 

This  Prince  was  of  To  clofe  and  referved  a 
difpofition,  that  they  ufed  to  fay  of  him,  "  that 
^^  his  heart  y^as  as  inacceflible  as  his  country.*' 
His  hiftorian  tells  us  very  fignificantly,  that 
^  He  was  always  building  palaces  and  churches; 
**  he  loved  and  encouraged  learning,  but  was 
**  not  fufficiently  defirous  to  make  his  fubjeds 
^*  and  himfelf  happy .^* 

Charles  Emanuel  was  an  excellent  General. 
He  ufed  tP  fay,  that  two  things  were  requifite 
to  make  war  with  advantage,  money  and  autho- 
rity ',  and  that  the  latter  was  a  more  fure  means 
of  keeping  foldiersto  their  duty  than  the  former* 
He  alfo  faid,  that  the  quality  of  Sovereignty, 
which  was  of  itfelf  powerful  and  trpublefome, 
appeared  to  him  agreeable  in  two  refpedts ;  firft, 
becaufe  it  gave  a  Prince  a  power  to  be  more 
generous  than  any  other  perfon>  fecondly,  be**  * 
z  caufe 
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jC^ufe  k  ^ye  him  tkt  power  of  faying  the  life 
of  A  criminal. 


In  the  opinion  of  the  Ute  Dr.  Johnfon,  a 
hiftory  of  the  Princes  of  the  ^oufe  of  Savoy 
wwJd  make  .a  very  curioijs  and  very  entertaining 
compilatbn.  Indeed,  from  tlieir  fituatipn,  as 
ikeepbg  the  entrance  into  Italy  on  one  fide, 
they  have  been  ever  much  confidered  and  courted 
by  the  other  Princes  of  Europe  ^  a^id  they  ap- 
pear, differently  from  moft  of  their  Brother- 
Sovereigns  who  go  to  war,  to  have  always  ac- 
quired fon^ething  by  t)iat  horrid  expedient, 
Wther  an  increafe  of  territory,  or  fome  valuable 
jlS^-emiiificatipn,  JA  money. 


RS 


HENRr  THE  FOURTH, 

CAHED    THE    GREAT.  % 

/^  [15819-71610.] 

This  celebrated^ Prince  was  accufed  by  Scali- 
ger  of  not  being  learned  himfelf,  and  of  not  en- 
cour^ng  men  of  learning.  He  indeed  fufFered 
Scaliger  to  go  to  be  penfioned  in  Holland;  but 
the  Monarch  was  perhaps  diffdeafed  with  the 
haughtinefs  and  violence  of  this  great  fcholar, 
Henry  founded  a  College  in  Paris,  and  took 

YOL.  iv.  a  parti- 
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particula?  care  that  the  Profeflbrs  fhould  be 
paid  thcif  falaries  regularly.  In  his  early  youth 
lie  had  tranila^  into  French  part  of  Cx&t^s 
Commentaries  j  and  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
was  preparing  to  put  together  a  hiftory  of  his 
Own  military  exploits.  It  is  faid,  that  he  en- 
gaged the  Prefident  Jeannin  to  write  the  hiftory 
of  his  reign ;  telling  him  that  he  left  him  at 
perfect  liberty  to  tell  the  truth,  without  artifice 
and  without  difguife. 

Henry  ufed  to  fay  of  his  fovereign  power, 
•"  I  moft  inconteftibly  hold  my  kingdom  from 
**  God.  It  belongs  to  him  immediately*  He 
"  has  only  entrufted  me  with  it.  I  ought 
"  therefore  to  make  every  effort  that  he  may 
**  reign  in  it,  that  my  orders  may  be  fubordi- 
"  nate  to  his,  and  that  my  laws  may  make  his 
"  laws  obferved  and  refpefted." 

«  A  King,"  faid  he,  *V  fliould  bear  the 
"  heart  of  a  child  toward  God,  and  the  heart 
**  of  a  father  toward  his  fubjeds/' 

He  lamented  very  often  the  heavy  taxes  he 
was  obliged  to  impofe  upon  his  fubjedts. 
*^  They  have,"  fays  he,^'  a  double  land  tax, 
**  one  of  which  is  coUefted  for  the  fupport  of 
"  my  expences,  the  other  for  the  wages  of  my 

"  officers  i 
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**  officers ;  the  fecond  added  to  the  firft  makes 
**  the  charge  very  heavy  indeed.  They  pre& 
**  harder  perhaps  upon  me  than  upon  thofe  who 
**  pay  them.  There  is  nothing  that  I  defire  fo 
"  much  as  to  eafe  my  fubjefts  of  them.  My 
"  predeceffors,'*  added  ke,  "  thought  that  their 
"  fubjeds  exifted  only  for  them,  and  that  every 
*^  thing  belonged  to  them.  With  refpeft  to 
*'  myfelf>  I  always  think  that  I  reign  over  my 
"fellow-citizens;  there  is  not  one  of  them  t^ 
**  whom  I  am  not  indebted.  They  are  mine, 
^  and  I  am  theirs.'^  ' 

He  ufed  to  fay,  that  the  greateft  men  were 
always  the  laft  to  advife  war,  though  they  were 
fore  to  carry  it  on  well.  He  obferved  once  to 
Sully,  who  requefted  him  not  to  expofe  his 
perfon  fo  much  in  an  engagement,  "  My  friend, 
**  fince  it  is  for  my  honour  and  for  my  crown 
**  that  I  fight,'  I  ought  to  look  upon  my  life 
**  and  every  thing  elfe  as  mere  trifles.** 

Firmly  perfuaded  that  bravery  foould  be  one 
of  the  principal  qualities  of  a  King,  he  ufed  to 
fay,  that  he  (hould  defpife  a  Sovereign,  who  in 
time  of  adtion  did  not  expofe  himfelf  like  a 
common  foldien 

Q  z  M.  de 
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M.  dc  Noailles  ^^^s  in  love  with  the  atirit  of 
this  Monarch,  and  wrote  one  day,  with  a  dia- 
ftiond,  upon  the  window  6{  her  chamber, 

Niil  bonheur  me  contented 
Jbfent  de  ma  Dhinite. 

When  my  Divinity  I  quit. 
All  other  pleafures  fail. 

Henry,  coming  into  the  room  foon  afterwards,, 
wrote  in  the  fame.manner  under  them, 

JV  appellez  paz  ain/i  ma  TanU^, 
klle  aime  trop  Pbumaniti. 

No  fuch  great  name  my  Aunt  can  fit. 
She  's  as  a  mortal  fraih 

There  were  feVci^  very  devout  Ladles  at  the 
Cotirt  of  Henry.  To  a  Courtier  who  Was  one 
day  praifing  their  conduct  extremely,  he  replied, 
*'  The  Ladies,  whether  they  are  virtuous,  or 
*'  with  to  become  virtuous,  have  always  oc- 
^^  Cafioh  for  advice  and:for  prudence  i  of  thfem- 
"  felves,  they  always  goto  extremes*.** 

On  the   birth   of  the  Datq)hin  (afterwards 
Louis  XIII.)  he  let  every  perfon  into  the  room 

♦  The  learned  and  acute  Biftiop  Warburton  ufed  to  fay, 
**  that  the  two  inoft  difficult  things  to  meet  with  in  the 
*'  world,  were  a  difiuterefted  man,  and  a  woman  who  had 
*'  common  fenfe ;  that  fenfe,  without  which  wit  is  folly, 
'*'  learning  pedantry,  and  vhtuc  itfelf  weaknefs  of  njind." 
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to  fee  hinu  The  midwiie  intimated  her  appre- 
heniion^  that  the  great  crowd  would  nuke  the 
child  ill.  ^*  Hold  your  tongiie,  hold  your 
*^  tongue.  Mother  Midwife,"  replied  Henry; 
**  do  not  difturb  yourfelf.  As  this  child  is  for 
i  ^  every  onQ,  it  is  proper  that  every  one  fhould 
*^  have  the  fatisfadion  to  fee  him*" 

Some  one  told  Henry,  that  a  particular  per*- 
fon  of  confequence  of  the  League  party,  to 
whom  he  had  been  very  kind,  by  no  means 
bore  him  any  good-will.  **  Well  then,"  re- 
plied tjenry,  "  I  will  be  ftill  kinder  to  him, 
**  which  will  oblige  him  to  love  me."  The 
puke  de  Mayne,  more  generous,  when  Henry, 
after  having  taken  him  prifoner,  gave  him  very 
liberal  terms  of  pacification,  faid^  ^  Now,  Sire, 
'*  I  am  reaUy  overcome." 

Henry  once  loft  at  play  a  very  large  film 
of  money ;  a  fum  fo  confiderable,  that  it  was 
faid  to  have  been  fufficient  to  have  retaken 
Amiens  from  the  Spaniards.  M.  de  Sully 
fuffered  Henry  to  fend  to  him  three  or  foui: 
times  for  it.  At  laft  he  brought  it  to  the 
Kii^  when  he  was  at  the  Arfenal  near  Paris, 
and  laid  it  all  out  upop  the  table  before  him, 
in  the  principal  apartment  of  that  fortrefs. 
Henry  fixed  his  eyes  upon  it  for  fom?  time 
G  3  with 
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with  great  attention,  and  turning  to  Sully,  fairf, 
**  I  am  correded ;  I  fliall  never  lofe  any  fum 
**  of  money  again  as  long  as  I  live/' 

Of  fuperftition  he  faid,  that  it  was  merely 
the  ruft  of  religion,  the  mofs  which  grows  on  the 
ftocfc  of  piety.  "  Water,'*  added  he,  "  has  its 
*^  froth,  the  earth  its  duft,  and  gold  itfelf  comes 
*^  not  out  of  the  bowels  of  the  ground  without 
*^  its  impurities," 

Humanity  appears  to  have  been  a  natural 
virtue  in  Henry.  When  he  made  excurfions 
into  the  diftant  provinces,  ht  ufed  to  ftop  all 
the  perfons  he  met,  and  alk  them  queftions^ 
where  they  were  going?  whence  they  came? 
what  they  were  carrying?  what  goods  they  fold  ? 
and  what  was  the  price  ?  One  of  his  attendants 
appearing  furprifed  one  day  at  his  familiarity, 
and  at  his  entering  into  fuch  details  with  his 
fubjeftsi  he  faid  to  him,  "  The  Kings  of 
*^  France,  my  predeceffors,  thought  themfelves 
**  diftiorioured  in  knowing  the  value  of  a  tefton. 
."  With  refpeft  to  myfelf,  I  am  anxious  to 
*'  know  what  is  the  value  of  half  a  denier,  and 
**  what  difficulty  the  poor  people  have  to  get 
**  it,  fo  that  they  may  not  be  taxed  above 
**  their  means." 
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When  fome  of  his  Courtiers  were  one  day 
expreffing  their  fears  that  his  great  familiarity 
would  deftroy  that  refpeft  for  his  perfon  which 
fubjeds  fliould  feel  for  their  King;  he  faid, 
**  Pomp,  parade,  and  a  fevcre  gravity^  belong 
**  only  to  thofe  who  feel  that  without  fuch 
**  impofing  externals  they  (hould  have  nothing 
"  that  would  imprefs  refped.  With  regard 
"  to  myfelf,  by  the  grace  of  God  I  have  in 
"  myfelf  what  makes  me  thii^  that  I  an> 
"  worthy  of  being  a  King.  Be  that  however 
**  as  it  may,  it  is  more  honourable  for  ^ 
^*  Prince  to  be  beloved  than  feared  by  his 
"  fubjefts/' 

On  dechiring  war  againfl  Spain,  he  had 
thoughts  of  abolifhing  the  land-ta^j.  Sully 
a&ed  him  where  he  (hould  then  be  able  to  find 
the  money  he  wanted  for  carrying  on  the  war. 
"  In  the  hearts  of  my  people,'*  replied  Henry ; 
"  that  is  a  treafurc  which  can  never  feij 
"  me.'' 

He  told  the  Prince  of  Rohan,  that  he  made 
it  his  conftant  prayer  to  God  that  he  would 
infpire  him  with  grace  to  forgive  his  enemies, 
to  gain  the  viftory  over  his  paflions,  and;  parti- 
cularly over  his  weakneflfe,  and  to  make  ufe  of 
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the  pbwer  he  had  gifted  Him  with  difcretion 
and  moderation. 

On  being  told  of  the  death  of  the  Prince  of 
Cohde,  wh6n,  as  King  of  Navarre,  he  felt  very 
fenfibly  the  loft  which  he  had  fuftained,  and 
kne^  to  what  dangers  and  difficulties  he  fingly 
remained  expofed,  without  a  friend  to  affift  arid 
adrife  him ;  he  exclaimed,  "  God  alone  is  my 
"  refuge  and  fupport :  in  him  alone  I  truft, 
"  and  I  {hall  not  be  confounded  *  :"  an  excla- 
mation (fays  Abbe  Brotier)  Worthy  of  the  Chief 
of  the  family  of  Bourbon,  whofe  motto  is 
''  Efpoirr  "  Hope." 

After  the  entire  defeat  of  the  party  of  the 
League  in   France,   a  tradefman  ftc^ped  the 

•  An  ingenious  young  man  came  to  London  fomc  ycart 
ago  in  the  hope  of  getting  fome  employment.  Unfuccefs- 
ful  in  his  attempt,  and  reduced  to  extreme  poverty,  he  had 
intended  to  throw  himfclf  into  the  Thames.-  Dn  pafling 
near  the  Royal  Exchange  to  effeft  his  daring  and  dcf- 
perate  purpofc,  he  faw  the  carriage  of  the  late  excel- 
lent. Mr.  Jonas  Han  way,  under  the  arms  of  which  was  this 
motto,  •*  Never  defpair^  The  fingiilar  occurrence  of  this 
fentence  had  fuch  an  efFeft  on  th^  mind  of  tBe  young  man, 
that  he  immediately  defifted  'froit)  his  horrid  defign,  gained 
foon  af towards  a  cohfiderable  cft*bli(h  merit,  and  died  in 
good  circumflances,  in  the  common  courfe  of  mortality. 
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canfp  equipages  of  the  celebrated  La  Noti^ 
who  complaining  po  Henry  dF  it,  the  latter 
toM  him,-  **  Though  we  hav«  been  vi6torio?a$ 
^  over  our  enemies,  we  hav^  not  on  that  «*• 
*^  count  difpenfed  from^th^juft  demands  of  ow: 
^*  creditors ;  and  can  you  think  it  a  hardflup  to^ 
*^  pay  your  debts,  when  I  d^  not  ^rfetend  to 
*^  difpenfe  myfelf  from  paying  mine?'*  H^ 
then  took  out  of  his  pocket  fome  jewels,  whidv 
he  gave  to  La  Noue  to  redeem  has  carriages. 

Of  the  readinefs  of  reply  and  good-humour 
of  this  great  Prince,  the  following  anecdote  is 
told  by  Brotier : 

The  Spanifh  Ambaflador  at  the  Court  c^ 
Henry  was  one  day  enquiring  of  him  the 
chara6:er  of  his  Minifters.  "  You  (hall  fee 
^^  what  they  are  in  a  minute,'*  faid  the  * 
Monarch.  On  feeing  M.  de  Silleri,  the  Chan- 
c^Ibr,  come  into  the  drawing-room,  he  faid  to 
him,  ^•^  Sir,  I  am  very  uneafy  at  a  beam  that  is 
*^  good  for  nothii^  and  which  feems  to  threaten  ' 
^'  to  fall  upon  my  head,"—"  Sire,"  replied  Sil- 
leri, *'  you  (hould  confult  your  Architeft ;  let 
**  every  thing  be  well  examined,  and  let  him 
"  go  to  work ;  but  there  is  no  hurry."  Henry 
joext  few  M.  de  Villeroi,  to  whom  he  fpoke  as 
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he  had  done  to  Silleri.  "  Sire,"  replied  Vil-r 
lcroi>  without  looking  at  the  beam,  ^*  you  are 
*^  very  right ;  the  beam  is  very  dangerous  in- 
**  deed/*  At  laft  the  Prefident  Jeannb  came 
in>  to  whom  Henry  made  a  fimilar  addrefs  as 
to  the  former  Miniftcrs,  "  Sire/*  faid  the  Pre- 
fident, "  I  do  not  know  what  you  mean.  The 
^\  beam  is  a  very  good  one/* — "  But,"  replied 
the  King,  "  do  not  I  fee  the  light  through  the 
**  cfevices,  or  is  my  head  difordered  ?** — "  Go, 
**  go.  Sire,**  returned  Jeannin,  **  be  quite  at 
•*  yoyr  eafe ;  the  beam  will  laft  as  long  as  you 
*•  wilL"  Then  turning  to  the  Spanifh  Minifter, 
Henry  obferved  to  him,  "  Now  I  think  you  are 
"  well  acquainted  with  the  charafters  of  my 
**  three  Minifters.  The  Qiancellor  has  no 
"  opinion  at  all  3  Villeroi  is  always  of  my  opi- 
"  nion;  and  Jeannin  fpeaks  as  he  really  thinks, 
♦5  and  always  thinks  properly/* 

Henry,  on  his  marriage  with  Mary  of  Medi- 
cis,  placed  Madame  de  Giiercheville  (whofe  vir- 
tue he  had  attempted  to  feduce  without  fuccefs) 
about  her  perfon ;  giving  as  a  reafon,  that  as 
Ihe  really  was  a  Lady  of  Honour,  fhe  ought  to 
be  Dame  (THonneur  to  a  Queen. 

When  he  befieged  Paris,  Henry  permitted 
thofe  perfons  to  come  out  of  the  town  unmo- 
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kfted  through  his  army  who  were  defirous  to 
quit  that  city,  then  fufFering  the  moft  horrid 
femine  and  ficknefs;  obferving,  *^  I  do  not 
*^  wonder  that  the  chief  perfons  of  the  League 
'^  and  the  Spaniards  have  fo  little  compaffioA 
^*  for  thefe  poor  people ;  they  are  merely  their 
^  tyrants  J  but  I,  yyrho  am  their  fcither  and  their 
"  King,  cannot  bear  to  hear  of  the  calamities 
"  they  fufFer  without  fliuddering,  and  being 
*'  afHifted  to  the  very  bottom  of  my  foul,  and 
f*  without  defiring  eagerly  to  put  a  flop  to 
5*  them.  I  cannot  help  thofe  who  are  poflefled 
**  with  the  Demon  of  the  League  fVom  periih- 
*'  ing  with  it ;  but  to  thofe  who  implore  my 
^*  clemency,  I  will  ever  extend  my  arms ;  they 
If  Ihali  not  fuffer  for  the  crimes  of  othen/* 

Some  one  was  faying  before  this  Prince^ 
**  how  happy  Kings  were." — ^^  They  are  not/* 
replied  he,  *^  fo  happy  as  you  imagine  them 
*^  to  be.  Kings  are  either  bad  or  good  men. 
*•  If  they  are  bad  men,  they  bear  within  them- 
^*  felves  their  own  plague  and  torment.  If  they 
**  are  good  men,  they  find  fi-om  other  people  a 
'*  thoufand  caufes  of  uneafinefs  and  afflidion. 
**  A  good  king  feels  the  misfortiines  of  all  his 
*^  fubjeAs ;  and  in  a  great  kingdom  whatinnu- 
f*  merable  fowces  are  there  of  affliftion  V* 
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'H80rf>.  aaturaJly  chearfaj  himfejf,  lov^i 
cfawAitofifei  m.  othier:  perfons,.  ''  I  cannot/' 
&id  be;  **  willin^y  employ  a  melaacholy  per- 
**•  &my  foe  a  man  that  i&  ilJL-humourecJ  to  Run- 
**  ftif^  cannot  eafily  be.  gpod-humoured:  to  other 
*^  perfima.  What  fatis&cSfcion  cai^  be  procured 
^  &oixk  a  icaa  who  k  di0atidfied  with  him^ 

Hb  Courtiers  one  day  complimenting  him 
upon  the  ftrength  of  his  conftitution^  and  tell* 
ij^ Jwm  that  he  muft  live  to  be  eighty  years  of 
^e  i  he  replied,  "  The  number  of  our  d^ys  is 
^  reckoned.  I  hav«  often  prayed  to  God  for 
^*  gjrace,  but  never  for  a  long  Kfe.  A  man 
"  who  has  lived  weU,  has  always  lived  long 
"  enough,  however  early  he  may  die.** 

Whca  fome  one  wiis  making  a  great  eulo- 
gium  upon  the  riches  of  the  kingdom  of  Spain, 
and  adding  tli^  France  was  full  of  thp  piaf- 
tres  of  that  country ;  Henry  replied,  "  When 
**  thefe  piaftres  renaain  in  Spain,  it  is  a  mark 
*^  of  ^  riches  of  that  kingdom,  aSy  when  they 
^  are  feen  out  of  that  kingdom,  it  is  a  roark  of 
"its  indigence.  Indeed  the  galleons  of  ^ain 
'•  bring  into  that  country  eight  millions  of 
"  piaftres,  but  fcor  of  thefe  millions  are  fent 
"  into  France  for  our  corn,  our  wine,  our  fait, 
**  <:)ur  cloths,  and  our  wooL     Thefe  are  our 
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'**  mines ;  they  enrich  us  without  incufrii^  the 
"♦^  danjgers  of  the  fea,  ot'lacrificing  ourTiibjeds* 
^**  The  Spaniards  eome  to  Fpanoc  to  buy  t)f 
**  us,  we  never  go  to  them:  they  80  not  giVc 
**  us  their  money,  but  pay  it  to  te  *;''    '    >    ^ 

Reflcding  one  day  on  the  tranquillity  t»hidi 
^France  was  tiyoyiiig,  whiift  the  greater  {nt  lof 
Europe  Was  at  w^,  or  in  a  near  ftatc  of  becom- 
ing fa^  he  faid,  "  Th^nk  God,  though  vte 
•«  have  had  the  txiisfortune  to  have  been^updn 
"  the  theatre  of  war,  at  prefent  we  we  only 
•*  fpeftators.** 

Heniy,  though  divorced  from  his  firft  wife 
IMargaret  de  Valois,  ever  behaved  to  her  with 
kindnefs  and  gqod-hunaour.  The  following 
letter  of  his  to  that  Prmcefs  was  publilhed  a 
few  years  ago  at  Paris : 

**  MaSeur, 

"  Jay  ete  bycn  ayfe  daprandre  de  vos  nou- 
"  vellesparle  sr.de  fuyjac  par  le  quelvous 
*'  aprandres  des  myennes  &  come  la  goutte 
*'  mayant  quyte  aus  pyes  ma  ptys  au;geno\ix 
"  mesmayntenant  jemanportemy^us&eipere 

•  Charles  the  Fifth  ufed  to  fay  even  in  his  time,  "  Every 
**  thing  abounds  in  France ;  in  ^pain,  every  thing  is  wanting^ 

+  ^  demayn 
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••  demayn  courc  un  chcureuyl  &  mardy .  uii 
**  cerf  &  sy  de  h  au  hors  jc  vays  en  amandant 
**  come  je  kfpcre  je  fere  pour  vous  voyr  dans 
<*  la  fyn  dc  la  femenc  ccpcndant  jc  vous  dyre 
**  que  ccft  la  moyndre  chofe  que  vous  pouves 
•*  atandre  de  moy  que  le  comandemant  de 
••  Idfpedyfyon  du  don  que  je  vous  ay  fet  pour  le 
^  rapt  quy  a  ete  fet  de  la  petyte  fylle  dudyt 
**  sr.  de  fuyjac  encore  que  avant  la  receptyon 
^  de  la  vre  jy  euffe  pourveu  de  facon  quyl  an 
**  aura  tout  contantement  sy  eft  ce  que  conoy- 
**  fant  que  vous  lafexyones  yl  vera  come  pour 
•*  lamour  de  vous  je  lafexyone  &  ce  refantjrra 
**  de  lefet  de  vore  pryere  &  recomandafyon 
**  come  vous  par  tout  ce  quy  depandra  de  moy 
^  quy  fuys 

^*  vre  byen  bon  pere 

"  Henry/' 

**  ce  X*  aut  a  monceau." 
"  A  ma  Scur  la  Royne  Margucryte." 

In  1599,  when  the  Duke  of  Savoy  came  fa 
Paris  to  accommodate  his  difpute  tvith  Henry 
refpefting  the  Marquifate  of  Saluces,  Henry 
was  advifed  to  keep  him  a  prifoner  fill  he  had 
come  to  an  agreement  concernmg  it.  The 
Monarch  replied,  "  Whoever  gave  me  that 
"  advice  can  be  no  true  friend  of  mine,  but  a 
"  perfon  who  would  deftroy  my  honour.  Who- 
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•*  ever  afiefts  my  good  faith,  ^ves  me  more 
^*  uneafinefs  than  if  he  affedted  my  throuoe/* 

Hemy  ufed  to  deplore  thofe  unfortunate  dif- 
putes  which  divided  Europe, .  and  faid,  that  if 
the  Chriftian  Princes  would  but  unite  them- 
felves,  in  one  year  they  might  deftroy  the 
Turkifli  Empu'e,more  particularly  when  aU  the 
principal  perfons  of  that  empire  were  difcontent- 
ed,  and  whilft  Perfia  was  an  enemy  fo  formi- 
dable to  it. 

When  he  was  told  of  the  defeat  and  lofs  of 
the  gallies  belonging  to  the  State  of  Malta,  he  ex- 
claimed, "  How  melancholy  all  this  is  !  Whilft 
^*  the  Chriftian  Republic  fhould  increafe,  it 
^*  diminifhes.  We  are  like  thofe  madmen  who 
^*  tear  the  perfons  in  pieces  that  are  bringing 
^*  them  afliftance.'* 

When  he  was  told  what  judgment  his  fub- 
je6ls  were  fometimes  forming  of  himfelf  and  of 
his  aftions,  he  ufed  to  fay,  "  I  remain  alone 
^*  upon  the  throne,  and  am  feen  there  by 
**  many  perfons  of  different  fituations.  I  am 
*^  on  an  eminence,  they  are  in  a  valley.  We 
^^  judge  but  imperfeAly  of  thofe  objedts  that 
"  are  at  a  great  diftance  from  us :  fo  my  fub- 
"  jeds  judge  of  me." 
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iOn/theC3iriftims«dayT3f  1^9  irlcnry  went 
withJris'CDurt  tx)  the  Chufch  of  St.  G^rvais  at 
l^aris,  to  bear  a  celebrated  Preacher ;  who,  vain 
of  tiie^honotiT'of  having  £b  illuflrious  a  hearer  as 
'his  Sovereign,  foon  interrupted  the  thread  of 
bis  difccmrfe,  and  apoflxophizfid  Heiiry.  After 
^haviftgpaid  him  the  higheft  compliments  on  the 
ckmency,  the  juftice,  and  the  humanity  of  his 
mgn,  he  infifted  upon  many  points,  which, 
-m&se  like,  a  politician  thana  divine,  he  thought 
neceflary  for  the  good  of  religion  and  the  fafcty 
of  the  ftate.  Henry  heard  him  without  the 
leaft  emotion,  and  on  going  out  of  church  merely 
faid,  ***Why,  the  preacher  of  to-day  did  not 
"  entirely  fill  up  his  hour/'  The  day  after- 
wards Henry  came  to  hear  him  again,  when 
meeting  him  as  he  was  going  into  the  pulpit, 
be  faid  to  him,  '*  My  Father,  every  one  expeft- 
"  ed  that  at  this  time  you  fliould  be  in  the 
•'  Baftile,  but  the  opinions  of  the  world  and 
**.thofe  of  myfelf  do  not  always  go  together. 
**  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  zeal  that 
•'  you  have  fliewn  for  my  faivation.  Continue^ 
««  I  beg  of  you,  to  requeft  it  of  God  for  me, 
**  and  contribute  to  it  yourfelf  by  your  good 
*•  advice.  In  whatever  place,  and  at  whatever 
**  time,  you  fliall  think  fit  to  give  it  to  me, 
**  you  will  always  find  me  well  inclined  to  fol- 
"  low  it.     I  have  only  to  requeft  of  you,  that 
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^  you  will  not  let  your  zeal  get  the  bettor  of 
•*  your  difcretion  when  you  think  fit  to  give 
•*  me  advice  in  public,  and  that  jrou  would 
*^  defift  from  thofe  inveftives  which  may  alie- 
•*  nate  the  love,  and  diminifli  the  refpeft  my 
*^  fubjefts  owe  to  me.  You  know  my  extreme 
^*  jealoufy  refpeAing  the  former,  and  the  ex- 
**  treme  delicacy  that  attends  the  latter.  Ex- 
**  cept  in  public,  at  an^  private  audience  you 
•'  may  give  as  much  latitude  to  your  zeal  as 
**  you  pleafe.  On  my  part,  I  will  bring  to  it 
**  all  that  docility  of  which  I  am  capable; 
**  and  if  my  weaknefs  will  permit  me  to  gq 
**  with  you,  it  will  be  more  my  fault  thaa 
**  yours  if  I  do  not  become  better.  •  Once  for 
**  all,  continue,  I  beg,  your  regard  to  me,  and 
**  be  aflured  of  my  conftant  protedion.*' 

The  Jefuits,  on  account  of  their  learning  and 
their  very  agreeable  manners,  were  great  fa- 
vourites with  this  Prince.  He  ufed  to  tell 
them,  they  had  two  Generals  -,  "  the  Gown, 
^  and  the  Sword.  The  firft  was  at  Rome;  the 
**  fecond  was  himfelf." 

The  Duchefs  de  la  TremouiUe,  who  was  a 
Huguenot,  was  one  day  repeating  to  Henry 
fome  fcandal  refpeAing  Father  Cotton,  one  of 
the  Jefuits  that  was  the  mod  patronized  by 
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Henry,  and  who  was  his  Confcflbr.  Henry 
replied,  "  Madam,  do  but  attend  to  the  ipirit 
«*  of  your  religion :  it  prevents  you  from  be- 
**  lieving  in  the  Pope,  at  tlie  fame  time  that  it 
^  inclines  you  to  believe  a  calumny.'* 

When  fome  of  the  Huguenot  Minifters  re^ 
prefented  to  him  that  their  fed  could  not  con- 
tinue fo  long  as  there  were  Jefuits  in  France,  he 
HfAiedj  **  I  will  endeavour  to  preferve  you  both, 
•*  fo  that  the  good  may  favc  the  bad,  and,  if 
**  poffible,  that  no  one  may  perifh."  He  was 
likewife  told  by  the  Huguenots,  that  he  fuffered 
hhnfelf  to  be  led  by  the  Jefuits;  ''  Oh,  no,'* 
replied  he,  **  for  I  lead  both  Jefuits  and  Hu* 
••  gucnots."  He  faid  to  the  Deputies  of  the 
Parliament  who  wiftied  to  prevent  that  Order 
from  being  eftabliftied  in  France,  "  When  I 
•*  had  ferious  thoughts  of  introducing  the  Je- 
^  fuits  at  Paris,  two  forts  of  perfons  oppofed  it, 
^  the  Huguenots,  and  the  Catholic  Priefts  of 
^  irregular  living  J  both  of  whom  reproached 
•*  them  with  endeavouring  to  attraft  to  them 
*'  men  of  learning  and  of  wit :  now  for  •  that  I 
^*  efteem  them.  When  I  make  levies,  I  wifti 
•*  to  pick  out  the  beft  troops  for  the  purpofe, 
**  and  I  am  anxious  that  none  fhoiild  enter 
•*  into  the  Parliaments  but  worthy  and  excel- 
^  lent  fubjefts ;  fo  that  throughout  my  king- 
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^  doih  merit  fliould  be  the  mark  that  difr 
^^  tihguifhes  honours*  Th6  Jefuits  forced  them- 
**  felyes,  fay  their  adverfaries,  into  my  king- 
^*  dom,     I  am  fiirc  that  I  forced  my  way  into 
^*  it.     Ckment,  who  aflaflSnated  my  predeccfr 
^5*  for,  did  not  accufe  them  of  being  accorp* 
^*  plices  with  him  5  and  if  a  Jefuit  had  been 
**  concerned  with  him  in  that  horrid  aftion, 
'•^  (of  which  I  wifli  ever  to  lofe  the  rcmem* 
^  brance)  mioft  the  whole  Order  fufFer  on  his 
•^  account  ?  (hould  all  the  Apoftles  have  been 
^  driven  out''  of  Judea  For  one  Judas  ?    The 
**  horrors  of  the  League  (hould  no  longer  be 
**  imputed  to  them.     It  was  the  error  of  the 
**  timas  5  and  they,  as  well  as  many  others,  were 
5  concerned  in  it  (rota  the  beft  intentions/* 

fiefore  the  battle  of  Ivry,  which  decided  the 
fete  of  the  Crown  of  France,  this  magnani- 
mous Prince  made  the  fdilowing  pious  addrefs 
to  God :  "  If  it  fhould  pleafe  thde  not  to  beftow 
•'  the  Crown  upon  me,  or  thou  feeft  that  I 
^  am  likely  to  be  one  di  thofe  Kings  whom 
^'^  thou  givefl  to  mankind  in  thy  wrath,  take 
*'  away  my  life  as  well  as  the  Crown !     Grant 
^*  me  to-day  to  be  the  vidim  of  thy  wife  will  I 
*^  Grant  that  tny  death  niay  deliver  France 
**  from  the  calamities  of  war,   and  that  my 
**  blood  may  be  the  laft  that  ihall  be  flied  ia 
HZ  *•  this 
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"  this  difpute  !'*  Immediately  before  he  charg- 
ed the  enemy,  he  faid  to  the  regiment  which 
he  headed,  "  My  Comrades,  if  you  follow  my 
*^  fortune,  remember  I  follow  yours.  I  am  de- 
"  termined  either  to  conquer  or  to  die  with 
**  you.  Keep  your  ranks,  I  befeech  you,  but 
*'  if  the  violence  of  the  engagement  ftiould 
'*  make  you  quit  them,  endeavour  to  rally 
"  again ;  that  enfures  vidory.  You  will  rally 
**  under  thofe  three  trees  that  you  fee  there  on 
**  the  eminence ;  and  if  you  ftiould  lofe  your 
"  ftandards,  do  not  lofe  fight  of  my  white 
**  plume  of  feathers  5  you  will  ever  find  it  in 
**  the  road  to  honour  and  to  viftory/'  When 
the  enemy's  ranks  were  broken,  he  exclaim- 
**  ed,  Sauvez  les  Frangois  tf?  mainbajfe  fur 
"  tEtranger:^ 

Soon  after  the  entrance  of  Henry  into  Paris^ 
the  Spanifti  Ambaflador,  who  had  been  there 
during  the  time  of  the  League,  faid,  that  the 
city  was  fo  altered  he  hardly  knew  it.  **  It  is,** 
faid  Henry,  "  becaufe  the  father  of  the  family 
**  is  prefent,  and  takes  care  of  his  children,  and 
**  fo  they  prolper." 

Henry  once  gave  into  feme  meafures  which 
his  fubjefts  did  not  appear  to  approve  of,  and 
were  therefore  free  in  ti^ir  converfations  upon 
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them.  "  My  thoughts,"  fai4  Henry,  "are 
^'  too  elevated,  and  my  defigns  too  deep  for  the 
**  mafs  of  my  people  to  fathom.  They  will, 
**  however,  fee  by  the  event  that  God  is  my 
"  guide.  With  refped  to  them,  the  peace 
**  4nd  the  tranquillity  which  they  enjoy,  allow 
^*  them  opportiwties  to  fpeak.  Their  words 
^  fly  aw^y/whilft  iny  adtions  remaiA.'* 

Henry  ufed  to  fay,  that  the  world  would 
be  aftoniftied  to  find  Queen  E^lizabeth  of  Eng- 
land a  maid,  Maurice  Prince  of  Qrapge  a  man 
pf  courage,  ^nd  hioifelf  a  good  Catholick, 

.  ^'  This  Prince,"  fays  Brotier,  «  fo  great,  fo 
^*  amiable,  fo  good,  was  well  acquainted  with 
."  his  own  merit,  but  had  in  general  the  misfor- 
.^*  tune  that  thofe  who,  were  about  him  had  not 
^*  the  proper  degree  of  feeling  refpefting  it.'* 
On  the  day  of  his  death  he  had  heard  mafs  at 
the  church  of  the  Feuillans  at  Paris.  On  his 
return,  the  Duke  of  Guife  and  Baffomplerre 
met  him  walking  in  the  Gardens  of  the  Thuil- 
leries,  where  he  talked  with  them  fo  pleafantly, 
that  he  kept  them  in  a  continual  laugh ;  and 
the  Duke  of  Guife  could  not  help  faying  to 
the  Monarch,  embracing  him  at  the  fame  time, 
^'  Sirey  vous  etes  a  mon  gre  un  des  plus  agr cables 
^  hommes  du  mond^y  The  King  then  turning 
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to  him  and  Baflbmpierre,  faid  in  a  grave  tone  of 
voice, "  None  of  you  fufficiently  vmderftand  me  *r 
^'  but  I  (hall  die  one  of  thefe  days,  and  when 
^^  you  have  lofl;  me,  then  you  will  know  my 
^*  value,  and  \yhat  difference  there  is  betweert 
^^  me  and  other  men."  Thefe  mdancholy 
ideas  were,  for  fome  days  before  he  died,  conti-. 
nually  crowding  into  his  mind.  The  day  before 
his  deaths  he  faw  from  a  clofe  tribune  the  cere- 
mony of  the  coronation  of  his  fecond  wife,  Mary 
of  Medicis,  at  St.  Denis.  The  fpedators,  {ilaced 
Upon  benches,  filled  the  choir  of  the  church  to, 
the  very  top  of  the  roof  of  it.  Struck  with  the 
immenfity  of  the  crowd,  he  faid  to  Father 
Cotton,  his  Confeffor,  "  You  cannot  guefs  on^ 
**  what  I  was.  thinking  juft  now,  when  I  was^ 
*'  looking  at  this  great  concoyrfe  of  people. 
•>  I  was  thinking  of  the  laft  Judgment,  and  of 
^*  the  account  we  are  all  then  to  give  of  out 
1^  aaions.'' 

By  the  kindnefs  of  Mr.  Pi^anta,  of  the 
Britifti  Mufeum,  this  Article  of  Henry  the 
Fourth  is  enriched  with  two  Letters  of  that 
great  Prince,  when  King  of  Navarre,  which  have- 
never  been  printed,  and  of  which  the  Originals 
rem^n  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum.  One  was  ad- 
dreffed  to  M.  du  Pleffis,  his  Minifter  at  the 
Court  of  Queen  Elizabeth ;  the  other  to  Mr* 
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Anthony  Bacon,    brother   to  the   cdebrated 
Chancellor  of  that  name. 

«  COPY  OF  A  LETTER  OF  HENRY  KING  OF  NAVARRI 
«  (since    henry     THE     FOURTH    OF     FltANCS), 
•a  TO    MONS'    DV     PI,£SSYS«       DATED    ROCHELLS, 
^  SEPT.  23,  1586. 

"  MoNs'  Dupleflys  parce  que  Jay  entendu 
"  que  Bufanval  a  receu  a  Londres  quinfe  cens 
"  Ecus  pour  Mons'  de  Bacon  &  que  Jay  eu 
"  playnte  de  ce  que  les  ayant  dc  fy  longtems  II 
•^  ne  les  a  fait  tenir  au  dyt  S'  de  Bacon — ^Jay 
^*  bien  voulu  vous^ccrire  la  prefante  dautant 
•*  que  je  defireroys  le  gratyfyer  tant  pour  fon 
**  meryte  ,&  en  faveur  de  ceus  a  qui  II  aparty- 
^*  ent  que  J^eftyme  beaucoup  que  pour  etre  de 
*^  la  Nation  Angloyfe  pour  vous  pryer  de  Ic 
^*  fecouryr  de  quelque  fomme  atendant  quyl 
"  puyfle  refevoyer  ce  que  le  dyt  Bufanval  a 
•^  pour  lui  entre  mayns.  Je  panfe  byen  que 
"  vous  aves  peu  de  moyans  par  de  la  mays  ce 
*\  me  fera  chofe  fort  agreable  fy  Vous  lui  pouves 
"  baylier  &  fere  fournyr  jufques  a  troys  ou 
**  quatre  cens  Ecus — ^vous  pourres  mander 
^  audyt  Bufanval  de  fere  tenyr  par  quelque 
"  voye  (comme  ill  fen  peuj  trouver  plufyeurs) 
"  ce  quyl  a  receu  pour  lui  &  fere  rembourfer 
"  ce  que  vous  luy  aves  fet  fournyr  Ce  que 
•*  xnaflurant  que  vous  feres  Je  ne  vous  en  dyray 
H  4  **  davantagc 
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**  davantage  fy  ce  n'eil  que  je  feray  byen  ayfe 
"  que  Ic  dyte  S'  de  Bacon  ayt  en  cela  contan- 
^  temant.     Adyeu  Mons'  du  Pleflys, 
"  ceft 
**  Votre  tres  afedtyonnc  Mettle  & 

"  parfet  Amy/* 
**  Dc  la  RochcUc,  cc  xxiii  dc  Scttambrc.** 

«  COPY  OF  A  LETTER  OF  HENRY,  KIKG  OF  NAVARRE, 
**  TO  M'  DE  BACON  (mR,  ANTHONY  BACON). 
^  DATED    SEPT.  a^y   I  $86. 

•^  Mons'  de  Bacon  Je  fuys  byen  marry  de 
**  ce  que  Bufanval  na  fet  autre  devoyr  de  vous 
**  fere  tenyre  la  fomme  quyl  avoyt  refeus  pour 
**  vous  car  il  fayt  combyen  J'eftyme  ceus  a 
**  quy  vous  apartenes  &  combyen  Je  vou$  ayme 
•*  Je  mande  a   Mons'  Dupleflys  de  vous  fe- 
•*  couryr  de  ce  quyl  pourra  atendant  que  vous 
**  ayes  receu  vos  denyers  Je  croy  quyl  le  fera 
**  encores  que  la  neceflyte  des  afaires  et  dcs 
^*  charges  de  dela  foyt  grande  J'eufle  byen  de- 
**  fyrc  que  voftre  fantc  vous  cuft  permys  d'eftre 
**  aupres  de  moy,  car  J'eufle  donnc  ordre  que 
**  vous  n^euflyes  poynt  tomb6  en  telles  dyfy- 
**  cultes  Je  vous  prye  fetes  tousjours  eftat  dc 
^  moy  et  vous  affures  que  Je  fuys 

*•  Vre  afcdyone  et  affure  Amy, 

«  Henry/* 
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Abbe  de  Marolle?,  in  his  Memoirs,  thus  de- 
fcribes  the  Hate  of  France  uQder  this  excellent 
Monarch : 

**  The  idea,"  fays  he,  «  of  thofe  days  ftiU 
**  gives  me  pleafure.  I  pafs  over  in  my  mind 
*'  with  an  inconceivable  fatisfadtion  the  beauty 
**  of  the  country  at  that  time*  It  appears  to 
^*  me  as  if  the  country  was  more  fertile  thea 
**  than  it  is  now,  that  the  meadows  were  more 
^*  verdant  than  they  are  at  prefent,  and  that 
**  the  trees  bore  more  and  better  fruit.  What 
*'  a  pleafure  it  was  to  hear  the  warbling  of  the 
*^  birds,  the  lowing  of  the  cattle,  and  the 
**  ruftic  fongs  of  the  fhepher<i!  The  cattle 
^'  then  remained  fafe  in  the  fields,  and  thp 
^*  hulbandmen  in  perfeft  fecurity  ploughed  up 
«*  the  furrows  to  put  in  the  grain,  which  the 
"  tax-gatherers  and  the  foldiers  had  not  then 
**  begun  to  ravage.  The  peafent  had  then  his 
**  little  cottage,  his  neat  furniture,  and  all  that 
*'  was  neceflary  for  him,  and  flept  quietly  in 
^  his  own  bed.  When  the  feafon  of  harveft 
<«  was  come,  it  was  a  great  pleafure  to  fee  the 
^^  reapers,  bending  one  over  another,  defpoil 
**  the  furrows  of  their  corn,  and  gather  up  their 
^  treafures,  which  the  more  robuft  tied  toge- 
**  ther,  while  the  others  loaded  the  waggons 
5^  with  the  (heaves,  and  the  children  that  were 
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♦*  keeping  their  cattle  at  a  difknce,  gleaned 
^  the  ears  of  cora  which  a  good-natured  and  an 
♦*  afFefted  forgetfulnefs  had  left  behind  them. 
*^  The  ftronger  girls  of  the  village  reaped  the 
^  com  as  well  as  the  boys^  and  their  mutual 
^  labour  was  gceafionally  interrupted  by  a 
^  rufldc  meal,  that  was  eaten  fometimes  under 
^  the  (hade  of  an  apple  or  a  pear  tree,  which 
^  let  down  its  branches,  covered  witl^  fruit, 
^  even  iAto  their  very  haiids, 

•*  After  the  harveft,  the  peafants  fixed  upon 
^  fbme  holiday  to  meet  together  and  have  a 
«*  little  re^e  (by  them  called  the  Harveft 
"  Gofling),  to  which  they  invited  not  only  each 
**  other^  but  even  their  mafters,  who  pleafe4 
**  them  very  much  when  they  condcfcended  td 
• «'  partake  of  it. 

•*  When  the^e  goods  folks,  married  any  of 
"  their  children,  it  was  a.pleafure  to  fee  the 
•'  ceremony;  for  befide  the  fine  clothes  c£ 
**  the  bride,  that  was  nothing  lefs  than  a  red 
**  gown,  and  a  cap  embroidered  with  foil  and 
^  glais  beads,  the  parents  were  drcffed  in  their 
**  blue  clothes,  well  plaited,  that  they  drew  out 
^  for  the  occafion  from  their  old  chefts,  per- 
^  fumed  with  lavender,  dried  rofes,  and  rofe- 
"  mary.     Favours  in  honour  of  the  ceremony 
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^  were  not  forgotten  ypon  the  occaiion«  A4 
1*  the  perfons  that  were  invited  wore  then^ 
^^  either  tied  to  their  girdles  or  their  fleeves, 
^*  There  was  ^  ruftic  concert  of  bagpipes,  flutes^^ 
^*  aad  hautboys jf. and  after  a  vejy  plentiful 
<*  dinner  the  dancing  lafted  till  the  evening. 
^  No  one  then  complained  of  the  excefs  of  tho 
^  impofts.  Every  one  p^4  his  ^ittle  tax  witl^ 
i^  cheerfuliiefs,  and  I  dp  not  nemember  ever  ta 
^  hate  heard  it  faid,  that  any  march  of  foU 
f^  diers  *  had  ever  jnllaged  a  fingle  village 
^  itiuch  lefs  defolat^  whole  provinces,  as  vm 
^i  have  bpt  too  often  %n  fince  that  tone  bf 

f  1  hate  ths^t  drum's  difcordant  found. 
Parading  round,  and  round,  and  roundj 
To  thoughtlcfs  youth  it  plcaliire  yield*. 
And  lures  from  cities  and  from  field?, 
^o  fell  their  liberty  for  charms 
Qf  tawdry  lace  and  glitt'ring  arms. 
And  when  Ambition's  voice  commands. 
To  march^  and  iight^  and  fall  in  foreign  laodw 

I  hate  that  drum's  difcordant  found. 
Parading  round,  and  round,  and  round ; 
To  me  it  talks  of  ravaged  plains. 
And  burning  towns,  and  ruined  fwains. 
And  mangled  limbs,  and  dying  groans. 
And  widows  tears,  and  orphans  moans. 
And  all  that  Mifery's  hand  beftows, 
"To  £H  the  catalogue  of  human  woes. 

«*  Poems  by  Mu  Sco^T,  (f  Amwett^  Herts?* 

«  the 
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"  the   calamities    nec^flarily   attendant  upoa 
•'  war, 

**  Such  was  the  clofe  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
•*  the  Foiirth,  It  was  the  end  of  a  great  many 
**  bleffings,  and  the  beginning  of  a  great  many 
**  miferies,  when  a  malignant  and  outrageous 
"  Demon  took  away  the  life  of  this  great 
*^  Prince ;  of  which  difaflrous  event  I  think  I 
•*  had  a  very  fenfible  prognoftic ;  for  on.  the 
^*  night  of  the  acci^rfed  day  in  which  he  was 
^*  affaffinated,  the  14th  of  May  16 10,  I  faw  ai 
'  ^*  great  light  in  the  Heavens,  nearly  at  mid- 
^  night,  that  made  the  whole  country  appear 
^  as  if  it  had  been  on  fire.  I  faw  this  light 
**  juft  as  I  was  going  to  bed,  and  the  perfons 
*'  who  faw  it  at  the  farne  time  with  me  were 
^  feized  with  the  greateft  aftonilhment  a?  weU 
"  as  myfelf.  The  tremendous  phenomenon 
**  lafted  but  a  very  fliort  time,  and  the  next 
^  morning  the  news  of  the  King's  aflaffination 
<*  was  brought  to  our  village." 

"  Memoir es  de  L*Abb5  Df  Marolles.'* 

Voltaire  calls  Henry, 

Dijes  JujeU  le  vainqumr  ^  U  pere: 

His  fubjedls  conqueror,  yet  their  fether  too: 

and  no  Prince  ever  better  deferved  the  honour- 
able appellation  of  the  Father  of  his  fubjeds 
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than  Heniy,  His  wifti  that  eveiy  peafant  in 
his  kingdom  might  have  a  fowl  in  his  pot  every 
Sunday,  and  his  efforts  to  render  that  wilh  ef- 
feftual,  by  encouraging  agriculture  and  by  im- 
pofingeafy  taxes;  his  humanity  of  difpofition, 
his  eafinefe  of  accefe,  and  the  franknefs  of  his 
charafter,  have  made  a  French  Poet  lay,  per- 
haps rather  too  ftrongly  of  him  as  his  Sove- 
reign, 

Seul  Rot  dont  lepeupU  a  garde  la  mfTnoire  : 
The  only  King  whofe  Royal  name  revered 
Lives  in  the  grateful  memory  of  the  peojJe  *• 

Aftivity  was  one  of  the  ftriking  features  ia 
the  charader  of  Henry.  This  made  that  great 
General  the  Duke  <rf  Parma  fay  of  him,  '*that 
<*  all  the  other  Generals  of  his  time  carried  on 
<«  war  like  lions  and  tigers,  while  he  carried  it 
^  on  like  an  eagle." 

Henry's  device  was  Hercules  taming  a 
monfter,  with  this  motto: 

Invia  virtuti  nulla  eft  ^ia  : 
Virtue  purfues  each  honeft  path  to  glory. 


•  He  appears  to  have  forgotten  the  excellent  Louis  XII. 
trho  had  every  virtue  that  Henry  poflcffed,  without  the  lead 
alloy  of  frailty  or  of  vice. 


«  Thofc 
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**  thofe  who  eat  and  drink  mucB/^  1^ 
Heh^j^  *^  are  like  perfons  abfolutcly  buried 
•*  in  their  flefli  *•  They  are  incapable  of  any 
»•  thing  great.  If^'  added  he,  «  I  oecafionally^ 
••  indulge  myfelf  in  the  pleafures  of  the  tabie> 
*^  it  i&  merely  to  enliven  and  infpirit  my' 
••mind/* 

When  he  waij  informed  that  (oWt  of  his 
troops  had  been  living  at  difcretion  upon  the 
frontier^  he  fent  word  to  their  Officers^  **  If  you 
•*  do  not  put  a  ftop  to  thefe  diforders,  youf 
•'  heads  (hall  anfwer  for  themv  For  know> 
**  Sirs>  by  th^  honour  of  Qod  I  fwear^  that 
•*  whoever  takes  any  thing  from  my  people^ 
•*  takes^  it  away  firom  myfelf.'* 

Being  congratulatecj  on  a  vidory  obtained 
by  his  army,  in  which  many  lives  were  loft  on 
the  part  of  his  forces,  he  replied,  "  It  is  no  fatis- 
^  fadtion  to  me  to  fee  fo  many  of  piy  fub- 
•*  jefts  lying  dead  upon  the  field*  I  lofe  much 
•*  more  than  I  gain.'* 

•^  Heniy,''  fays  Voltaire  very  beautifully^ 
•*'  learned  to  rule,  by  being  educated  in  th^ 
^  hardfchoolof  Adverfity/'  His  fituation  frort 

•  "  Gourmandife  eft  U  vicf  dss  ames  ^ui  n^wt  point  dt 
«*  /rm/f.F— Rousseau. 
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early  to  middle  life,  had  been  a  fucceflion  of 
danger,  exertion,  toil,  and  difficirf^t^'lThis 
better  fitted  him  for  the  arduous  ta&  of  reign- 
ing, by  making  him  acquainted  with  every  dr- 
cumftance  incident  to  humanity,  and  made 
him  feel  for  thofe  miferies  fo  natural  to  man- 
kind, of  which  he  had  himfelf  participated^ 

His  grandfather,  Jean  D'Albret,  King  of 
Navarre,  carried  his  defire  of  making  him  hardy 
fo  far  (anxious  that  heroifm  fliould  be  trans- 
ferred to  him  from  his  mother,  and  that  to  be 
able  to  fuffer,  and  be  patient  under  fufFerings, 
fhould  make  as  much  a  part  of  his  hereditary 
conftitution  as  the  features  of  his  countenance 
and  the  frame  of  his  body),  that  he  told  his 
Daughter,  who  was  then  with  child  of  Henry, 
that  if  ihe  would  fing  during  the  pains  of  partu- 
rition the  well-known  Bearnois  hymn  to  the 
Vir^,  that  begins, 

Notre  Dame^  au  bout  de  pont^ 
MdiZ  -mat  a  cettp  heurt ! 

Our  Lady  at  the  bridge's  foot  *, 
Support  me  in  this  painful  hour ! 


♦  At  the  entrance  of  every  town,  and  more  particularly 
on  every  bridge,  in  Old  France,  there  was  placed  an  image 
of  the  Virgin,  or  of  fome  Saint,  to  whom  the  inhabitantt 
paid  then:  devotions. 

he 
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he  would  give  her  a  gold  chain  which  had  be- 
longed to  her  Mother,  and  which  he  knew  fhc 
was  very  anxious  to  poffefs*  She  complied  with 
ker  father's  requeft  very  readily,  and  received 
the  chain. 

•*  As  foon  as  Henry  was  born/*  fays  the 
Abbe  Brotier,  "  Henri  d* Albret  his  grandfather 
^  took  him  in  his  arms,  and  gave  his  mother 
•*  his  will  in  a  golden  box,  telling  her.  The  box 
•*  is  yours,  my  girl,  but  the  child  is  mine.  He 
•*  inftantly  began  upon  that  plan  of  hardy  ancj 
•*  manly  education  which  he  intended  to  give 
•*  him,  by  rubbing  his  lips  with  a  clove  of  gar- 
•*  lick,  and  by  putting  a  drop  of  ftrong  wine 
"  into  his  mouth.  He  was  much  pleafed  with 
**  the  child,  as  he  grew  bigger  and  ftronger,  and 
"  ufed  to  fliew  him  to  every  one,  exclaiming, 
•*  See  what  a  Lion  my  Ewe  has  produced  I 
**  He  caufed  him  to  be  brought  up  like  the 
*•  children  of  the  peafants  of  his  country,  with- 
**  out  allowing  the  leaft  diftindion  to  be  made 
*^  between  him  and  them,  making  him  undergo 
••  the  fame  ftrong  exercife  which  they  did,  and 
**  permitting  no  one  to  call  him  Prince  *,  or 

"  to 

♦  The  celebrated  Anne  Connfetable  de  Montmorcnci  was 
fcnt  to  ferve  abroad  by  his  father  at  a  very  early  age,  who 

gave 
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^  to  grant  him  the  Icaft  indulgences.  Then/* 
Iftdds  the  Abbe,  **  foon  afterwards,  the  vivacity^ 
^*  the  penetration^  the  affability  that  charac- 
**  tarifed  Henry,  began  to  make  its  appear^ 
^  zxict''— Paroles  Memrables  recuetlHes  pit 
X.'Abb£  Brotiek,  Paris,  lamo-  1790. 

The  two  following  Letters  ifrom  this  Prince 
to  the  Chancellor  de  Bellievre  are  copied  from 
the  MS,  in  the  Britilh  Mufeum. 

*^  M'.  ^  De  belyevre,  ce  mot  par  vacquy6r 
**  cegretere  de  ma  feur  eft  pour  vous  recomaii- 
,  **  der  tout  ce  qUy  la  concernera  et  que  je  luy 
**  ay  cydevant  accordc  a  ce  que  vous  tehyes  la 
•*  mayn  quelle  an  Jouyfle  come  ceft  ma  volontS 
^  et  que  fur  cella  vous  oyes  le  dit  vacquyet 
•*  audeiAeurant  je  ne  puys  trouver  queftrapge  de^ 
^  ce  que  ma  court  de  parfemant  cohtre  ma 
**  volontc  et  les  a^efts  que  Jay  donne$  an  moii 
•*  confeyl  pour  refon  dun  etat  de  mes  cegreterea 
**  que  je  donnay  a  houdayer  fyU  dun  de  mes 

ffiyt  him  two  or  three  horfes  and  five  hundred  livres^ 
*«  He  muft  learn  to  fhift,"  f^d  he,  **  and  not  be  allowed 
•*  all  the  indulgences  which  are  ufually  granted  to  young 
**  men  of  his  rank.  He  will  then  learn  to  know  what  he  is 
^  about,  and  to  make  a  virtue  oi  necef&ty.  No  one  can 
•*  ever  know  any  thing  well,  w|w>  has  not  been  taught  to 
**  encounter  difficulties.'* 

vox*  iv.  %  **  anfyens 
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•'  infyens  cervyteurs  et  en  faveur  dc  ma  fcuf  le 

**  jour  dfr  fon  maryage  veuylle  mayntenyr  dulys 

**  an  cet  etat  centre  ma  volontc  et  cc  que  Jan 

**  ay  ordoni  pouvoycs  a  cette  afere  tellement 

*•  que  je  nan  eye  plus  parler  ct  fetes  conoytre  a 

^f  ma  court  de  parlemant  que  je  veus  etre  obey,       -.a^ 

*•  a  Dieu  M'.  de  belyevrc  \i\x)  lequel  Je  prye 

•*  vous  avoyr  an  &  garde  ce  xxix"*  ceptambrc 

'^  a  fontaynebleau. 

"  Heury/* 

**  W.  Ic  Chancdyer,  Jay  done  a«ma  fame 
*^  ks  denyers  quy  provycndront  de  la  creafyon 
•*  de  deus  ofyces  de  confeylers  an  ma  court  de 
•*  parlemant  debretagne  pour  ache  ter  des  meu- 
•*  bles  pour  famefon  de  monceaus  lefquels  il  eft 
•*  befoyn  de  creer  pour  randre  les  deus  feances 
^*  egales  aufly  qtie  le  fonds  des  gages  ne  ce 
**  prand  poynt  fur  mes  fynances  Je  vous  pr3^e 
•*  done  de  feler  Icdyt  atandu  que  ceft  ma  vo- 
**  iontc  come  aufly  la  comutasyon  de  pcyne  de 
^  lamande  honorable  a  me  fere  cervyfe  a  mets  , 
**  que  Jay  acordee  et  quy  vous  cera  prefantee 
"  ceft  chofe  de  peu  et  quy  defameroyt  un 
^  honefte  home  quy  apartyent  a  de  mes  cervy- 
'*  teurs  Jay  feu  aufly  quevous  naves  ancores 
**  fele  la  declirafyon  des  papegaus  de  bretagne 
^  come  vous  mavyps  prpniys  et  de  la  remetre 

**  antre 
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^  ^antte  les  mams  de  NT  de  Sylery  ce  queje 
**  vous  prye  de  fere  au  pluftoft  car  ces  longueurs 
^  ruynent  touttes  les  afayres  et  la  bayler  audyt 
**  S'  de  Sylery  auquel  Jefcrys  de  la  retyrer  de 
**  vos  mayns  ct  vous  feres  chofe  que  Jaure  tres 
**  agreeable  guy  me  gardera  de  vous  an  dyre 
**  davantage  pour  pryer  Dieu  M'  le  chancelyer 
**  vous  avoyr  an  fa  garde  ce  2*  Avril  a  fontenc* 
*•  bleau. 

*'  Henry/* 


MARGUERITE  DE  VALOIS, 

iriRST   WIF»  'to  HENRY   THE   FOURTH* 

When  Charles  the  Ninth  gave  his  lifter  in 
tharriage  to  Henry  the  Fourth,  he  faid,  "  yai 
**  alonn^  mafoeur  en  manage  a  tous  Jes  Huguenots 
**  de  men  RoyaumeC^  She  foon  began  to  live 
upon  ill  terms  with  her  hufband,  and  was  con- 
fined in  one  of  thefortreffes  of  Navarre.  She 
thus  forcibly  defcribes  the  cffed  of  folitude  upon 
her  mind: 

."  1  Received  thefe  two  advantages  from  my 
"  misfortunes  and  my  confinement :  I  acquired 
"  a  tafte  for  reading,  and  1  gave  into  devotion  5 
"  two  things  for  which  I  never  Ihould  have  had 
*^'the  leaft  tafte,  had  I  remained  amidft  the 
I  z  **  pomps 
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^*  pomps  and  the  vanities  irf'thc  world.  Pdf 
*•  thefe  advantages  I  am  perhaps  not  ib  trmih 
"  indebted  to  fortune  as  to  Providence,  wha 
•*  bad  the  goodnefs  to  engage  for  me  t«o  fudh 
^*  powerful  remedies  againft  the  evils  which 
^  were ,  to  happen  to  mc  in*  fiiture.  Sorrow, 
•*  contrary  to  gaiety,  which  carries  otrr  thoughts 
•*  and  our  anions  out  of  ourfelves^  qaakcs  the 
••  mind  rally  within  itfelf,  exert  all  its  powers: 
**  to  fejeA  the  evil,  and  to  feet  after  the  good, 
^  in  hope  to  find  out  that  fovereign  and  fu- 
•*  preme  good,  which  is  the  readiefk*  way  to 
**  bring  itfelf  to  the  knowledge  and  love  of  the^ 
•*  Deity." 

*  The  Memoirs  of  Mai^erke  ate  wry  enter- 
lining.  Tht  feranilation  of  Plutarch's  Lives  by 
Amyot  was  a  very  favourite  book  with  her  in? 
her  confinement,  and  flie  appears  to  have  tranf^ 
fefed  into  her  Memoirs  that  naivete  i^vieu^ 
-  Gauhis  which  we  admire  fo  much  i»  his  flyJe. 

Marguerite,  who  underftood  Latin,  on  feeing;; 
a  poor  man  lying  upon  a  dunghill,  exclaimed',. 
Pauper  ubique  jaceU 

In  any  place,  in  any  bed, 

The  poor  man  refts  his  weary  head* 

The 
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The  man,  to  her  aftonifliment,  replied. 

In  thalam's  h&c  noSi etuis  Regind^jacerenty 
Si  verunty  hoc  iffit^  pauper  uhiquejac^U 

Ab,  beauteous  Queen,  were  this  but  true, 
This  night  I  would  repofe  with  you. 

Marguerite  ill-humouredly  retorted : 

Carceris  in  Unebris  plorans  hac  noSfe  faceres^ 
Si  verumboc  ejfet^  pauper  ubiqusjacet. 

If  this  were  true,  thou  wretched  wight, 
A  Gaol  fhould  be  thy  bed  to-night; 
Where  ftripes  and  fetters,  whips  and  pain. 
Thy  tongue^s  ftrange  licence  {faould  reftrain* 

Marguerite  was  divorced  from  Henry  on  his 
acceflion  to  the  throne  of  France,  an^  led  up 
Mary  de  Medicis,  his  fecond  wife,  to  the  altar 
lat  St.  Denis  to  be  crowned.  She  was  extremely 
qharitable  to  the  pQor,  and  liberal  to  fcholars 
jtnd  men  of  talents.  Her  palace  at  Paris  was 
the  rendezvous  of  the  beaux  efprits  of  that 
Capital,  She  was  beautiful  in  her  perfon,  very 
fafcinating  in  her  maj^ners,  and  danced  with 
fuch  peculiar  ,grace,  that  the  celebrated  Doa 
John  of  Auftria  went  incognito  from  Bruflels  to 
Paris  to  fee  her  dance, 

Befide  Memoirs  of  her  Life,  which  are  inv* 
j)erfed,  ihe  wrote  feme  Poems^.    In  the  fownw 

13  flie 
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(he  thus  dcicribes  what  paffcd  in  her  bed* 
chamber  on  the  morning  of  St.  Bartho* 
lomew : 

"  My  hulband  rofe  earjy  in  the  morning  to 
**  play  at  tennis,  before  he  (hould  fee  the  King* 
^*  He  and  his  Gentleman  left   me.     I,  per- 
^*  ceiving  that  it  was  day,,  and  fuppofing  that 
<*  the  danger  which  my  fifter  had  predidted  to 
*'  me  was  over,  overcome  by  watchfulnefs,  told 
^^  my  old  nurfe  to  (hut  the  door  of  the  room^ 
^*  that  I  might  fleep  more  at  my  eafe.     About 
^*  an  hour  afterwards,  I  was  awakened  out  of 
**  a  very  profound  fleep  by  h^^aring  the  door 
**  knocked  at  very  loudly,  and  by  hearing  a 
**  man   cry  out,   Navarre !    Navarre  !      My 
**  nurfe,  thinking  that  it  was  the  King  my  huf- 
^  band,  who  wiftied  to  coqie  in,  ran  to  the 
^*  door  and  opened  it  immediately,     The  per-^ 
"  fon,  however,  that  knocked  thus  violently, 
<«  was  a  Monfieur  de  Teja^,  who  was  wound- 
**  cd  in  the  elbow  with  a  fword,  and  had  like- 
**  wife  another  wound  in  the  arm  with  a  hal- 
^  bert ;  and  who  was  clofely  purfued  by  three 
"  dragoons,  who .  all  of  them  together  forced 
••  thcmfelves  into  the  room.     Ttjan,  anxious 
^*  to  lave  his  life,  th^ew  himfelf  upon  my  bed* 
^  I,  perceiving  myfplf  held  down  by  him,  threw 
**  myfelf  upon  the  fide  of  the  bed,  and  he  after 
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*^  me,  taking  hold  of  my  waift,  I  had  not 
**  the  leaft  acquaintance  .with  him,  and  in  my 
**  fright  did  not  know  whether  the  foldiers  in^ 
*'  tended  mifchief  to  him  or  to  myfelf.  At  laft 
"  however,  it  pleafed  God  that  Monficur  de 
"  Nancey,  Captain  of  the  King's  Guards,  came 
'^  in  to  us,  who,  findii^  me  in  this,  fituation 
^*  (although  he  was  a  man  of  great  humanity), 
"  could  not  refrain  from  laughter ;  and  ftorm- 
**  ing  at  the  foldiers  for  their  infolent  intru- 
^*  lion,  fent  them  away,  and  granted  me  the 
^  life  of  the  poor  man,  who  ftill  held  by  me. 
<*  I  afterwards  ordered  his  wounds  to  be  drefled, 
♦*  and  himfelf  put  to  b^d  in  my  clofet  till  he 
<*  was  recov^r^, 

<*  When  I  had  changed  my  ftiift  (which  wa* 
<<  covered  with  blood),  M.  de  Nancey  told  me 
**  what  had  happened,  and  informed  me  that 
^'  the  King  my  huftand  was  with  the  King  my 
•^  brother  in  his  apartment,  and  that  not  a  hair 
'«  of  his  head  would  be  touched,  Thea  mak- 
•*  ing  me  throw  my  night-gown  over  me,  he 
**  conduded  me  to  the  room  of  my  lifter  the 
**  Duchefs  of  Lorraii^e,  and  which  I  entered 
.«  more  dead  than  ^ive.  As  I  was  pafling 
'^  through  the  anti-rpom  (the  doors  of  which 
^*  were  all  q)en;,  I  faw  a  Gentleman  of  the 
^^  name  of  Bourfe,  in  endeavouring  to  efcape 
I  4  !!  ^^V^^ 
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**  fome  foldiers  that  were  puriuing  him,  felt 
^  down  dead  ncariy  at  my  feet,  nui  through 
**  with  a  halbert.  I  fell  down  at  no  great  dift 
"  tance  from  him  on  the  other  fide,  in  a  fwoon^ 
**  into  the  arms  of  Monfieur  de  Nanccy,  firmly 
^  pcrfuaded  that  the  fam^  thruft  of  the  halbert 
*^  had  run  us  both  through.  Recovering,  how- 
^*  ever,  I  made  the  beft  of  my  way  to  my 
**  fifter^s  bed-chamber,  where  I  found  M.  de 
•*  Meoflins,  firft  Gentleman  of  the  Bed-t 
<*  chamber  to  the  King  niy  hufb^d,  and 
^  Armagnac,  his  firft  Valet-de-Chambre,  whol 
^*  came  running  up  to  me,  defiring  me  to  fave. 
**  their  lives.  I  the;n  haftened  to  pay  my  re:-» 
*^  fpeds  to  the  King  and  Queen ;  when,  fell* 
**  ing  upon  my  knees,  I  requefted  them  ta 
^*  fpare  the  lives  of  thefe  Gentlemen  i  witl^ 
^  which  requeft  ^t  laft  they  complied/* 


SULLY. 

-* 

The  Pope  having  once  written  a  letter  ta 
M.  de  Sully  upon  his  becoming  Minifter^ 
which  ended  with  his  Holinefs's  wiflies  that  he 
might  enter  into  the  right  way ;  Sully  anfivered,^ 
that  on  his  p^rt  he  never  ccafed  to  pray  fox  thq 
CORverfion  of  his  Holi^efe, 

^  A  ca- 
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A  eetem jK)rafy  writer  tfeus  defcribcs  this  great 
Mnifter, 

^*  He  was/*  fays  be,  "  a  man  of  order, 
^*  exaft,  frugal,  a  man  of  his  word,  and  had  no 
*^  foolifli  expcnces  either  pf  play  or  of  any  thing 
♦^  ellc  that  was  unfuit4>l^  to  the  dignity  of  his 
^*  charafter.  He  was  vigilant,  laborious,  and 
"  expedited  bufinefs.  He  fpent  his  whole 
**  time  in  his  employments,  and  gave  none  of 
^*  it  to  his  pleafures.  With  all  thefe  qualifica-r 
«*  tions  he  had  the  tajent  of  diving  to  jthe  bot- 
•*  torn  of  every  thing  that  was  fubmitted  to 
^*  him,  and  of  difcovering  every  entanglement 
•^  and  difficulty ,  with  which  financiers,  when 
♦*  they  are  not  honeft  men,  endeavour  to  con-^ 
*^  ceal  their  tricks  and  their  rogueries.'* 

Whq^  the  confpiracy  of  Biron  agninft  Henry 
the  Fourth  was  difcovercd,  Henry  told  Sully, 
that  a  great  number  of  perfons,  even  fome 
aniongft  the  higheft  Nobility,  were  concerned 
|n  it,  and  defired  him  to  guefs  who  they  were, 
^*  Good  God,  Sire !  fuppofe  any  man  to  be  a 
♦^  ^raitor  ?     That  is  what  I  will  never  do/* 

Sully  ufed  to  f^y,  that  pafturage  and  agricul-^ 
ture  were- two  teats  to  a  kixigdom,  that  were 
wofrti  ^  die^gold  oifem, 
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In  fpite  of  the  fupcriority  of  his  talents,  atid 
the  purity  of  his  mtentions,  this  great  Minifter 
was  always  harrafled  by  calumnies  and  mifrepre- 
fentations.  Manyofthemwereftudioufly  related 
to  Henry,  who  occafionally  mentioned  them  to 
him,  to  hear  in  what  manner  he  defended  him- 
i3f.  Once,  after  a  converfation  of  three  hours 
on  fubjedts  like  thefe,  he  embraced  Sully  oa 
coming  out  of  his  anti-chamber'  before  all  his 
court,  and  faid,  "  I  efteem  you  as  the  beft  and 
*•  the  moft  innocent  man  that  ever  was,  as  well 
•*  as  the  moft  loyal  and  the  moft  ufeful  fervant 
♦*  I  ever  poffeffed."  Then  turning  round  to 
fome  of  SuUy^s  enemies  who  were  prefent,  he 
added,  ^*  |  wi(h  earneftly  to  let  you  all  know, 
**  that  I  love  Sully  better  than  ever,  and  that 
^  death  alone  can  diflblve  my  efteem  for 
^'  him/* 

Sully,  in  conformity  with  the  principles  of 
commerce,  that  obtained  in  his  time,  wifhed 
his  Sovereign  to  iflue  an  edift  prohibiting  the 
ufe  oiftlky  looking  upon  it  as  a  luxury  im- 
ported from  a  foreign  country,  that  would  take 
away  hioney  out  of  the  kingdom  of  France. 
Henry  replied  to  him,  **  Why,  my  good  Rofny, 
**  I  had  rather  fight  the  King  of  Spam  in  three 
*^  pitched  battles,  than  engage  with  all  thofe 
**  gentry  of  police,  of  iinanc^,  of  the  cuftoms, 

^*  and 
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•*  ^nd  efpecially  with  their  wives  and  daugjitcrs, 
$*  that  you  will  fet  upon  me  by  your  whimficaj 
^*  and  unreafonable  regulation/* 

Madame  d'Entragucs,  Henry's  fevourite  mif* 
trefs,  was  extremely  angry  with  Sully  one  day, 
on  his  not  immediately  paying  to  her  brother 
fome  gratuity  which  that  Monarch  had  ordered 
him,  ♦^  The  King,"  laid  Ihe  to  him,  *«  would 
^  a&  "Very  Angularly  indeed,  if  he  were  to  dif- 
^*  pleafe  perfons  of  quality  merely  to  g^ve  into 
^*  your  notions.  And  pray,  Sir,  to  whom 
^*  ftiould  a  King  be  kind,  if  not  to  his  Rela* 
^  tions,''his  Courtiers,  and  his  Miftreffes?'* 
^^  That  might  be  very  well,  Ma^am,**  replied 
Sully,  "  if  the  King  took  the  money  out  of. 
♦^  his  own  purfe ;  but  in  general  he  takes  it  out 
•*  (tf  thofe  of  Ihopkeepers,  artizans,  labourers, 
^*  and  farmers.  Thefe  perfons  enable  him  to 
^*  live.  One  m^fter  is  enough  for  us,  and  wc 
**  have  no  occafion  for  fuch  a  number  of 
**  Courtiers,  of  Princes,  and  of  King's  Mif-, 
*'  treifes/' 

JHfenry  gave  Sully  one  day  the  contradt  of  * 
marriage  into  which  he  had  entered  with  Made-* 
moifelle  d*Entragues,'  to  read;  who  faid,  after 
having  read  it,  "  Sire,  will  you  pronufe  me  not 
<«  to  be  angry  ?"    Henry  replied,  ^*  Yes,  Sully, 
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^*  I  proiiuk  ywL  that  I  mil  iiot  be  angry/* 
SuHy  toVc  the  coritraA  in  piec^  immediately 
faying,  "  Sire,  this  is  the  ufe  you  ought  to  nwkc 
^  of  it," — *^  What,  Sir,  are  you  mad,  to  be^ 
*•  have  in  this  mantiier?"  fiwd  Henry,  ♦^  It  is 
«'  true,  Sire,"  replied  Sully,  "  that  I  am  a 
**  madman,  and  would  be  fo  great  a  madman^ 
•^  as  tQ  be  the  only  perfon  mad  in  France." 

The  Lady  whof(J  contradk  of  marriage  with 
Heliry  Sully  had  thus  torn  in  pieces  called 
feim  Qtio  day  *^  Valet,"  in  the  prefence  of  his 
Sovereign,  becaufe  he  would  nj3t  afCft  her 
views  of  arftbition,  ^^  Thi$  is  too  much,  Ma^ 
"  dam,"  exclaimed  Henry,  *^  I  had  foone? 
^*  part  with  fix  miftr^ff^s  lil?e  yourfelf,  than 
**  With  one  f^rVant  Kfc^  SuUy,  whom  you  daro. 
"  to  e^  Va)et  in  my  prefence.  My  anceilors 
**  Imve  not  difdained  to  ally  themfetves  with 
**  his,  I  affurb  you/' 

Sully  was  on^  of  the  moft  laborious  Minif-« 
ters  that  ever  exilled,  He  rofp  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  The  firft  two  hours  after  h^ 
got  up  were  employed  in  reading  and  in-  expe-e 
diting  the  papers  th^|  lay  upop  his  table  j  tbi^ 
he  called  *'  n'etioyer  la  tapis''  At  (^^h  o'clock 
be  attended  Council,  and  the  reft  of  thjc  morn-- 
ing  was  fpcnt  with  his  Sovereign  1%  tranfaft-t 
,  .  ing 
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ii^i^  difierimt  bufinefs  with  which  he  wfis  en- 
tnifted.  At  twelve  o^clocfc  iie.;dined  on  a 
fervice  of  teiqi  dilhes,  jwith  liinpc  feltofb  gue&. 
"After  4«?^  he  gave  an  audience,  .^iherc  eyery 
hodf  was  Emitted  :  ifirft  the  e$;didSafticSy  boih 
^tholics  and  Hugueaots^  then  the  f^aneri, 
andtjb^  perfons  df.  qaeaoer  Tanks. aiid^jpor&fiis 
«f  quality  iuceeeded  io  them.  Afitof  .W&  au- 
.dience^  he  returned  to  las  clx>(et^  ,wlaci?e  he  read 
j^nd  wrote  ti^  fupper-time,  wh^o  he  <^d^^ 
his4oors  to  be  fhut,  and  gave  himfidf  up  to 
ihc  (ideafures  of  fo^iety  with  a  few  .fcieads;  and 
.  ^  ten  o^dbtk  he  went  to  bed« 

On  the  death  of  his  Sovcr^n  and  fiiend 
Henry  the  Fourth,  he  retired  to  his  Chateau  of 
Viliebon^  yAiets  he  cotn^xi^ed .  his  JMl^noirs  by 
the  title  di-^GEcomtmesJBjiyales^^  which,  were 
printed  in  £bur  volu^ies  fidLb.  Thefe  3vere 
afterwaixls  put  into  better  isoder  and  more 
inodern  Freiichy  and  many  of  the  details  they 
contained,  reti^nched  by  the  Abbe  de  1? Eclufe ; 
and  this  is  the  Edition  oF*  the  Memoirs,  of  that 
great  and  good  Minifter. which  is  at  prefent 
fead. 

In  the  retirement  of  V-illebon  he  lived  thirty 
years,  feldom  or  never  coming  to  Court. 
Louis  the  Tiiirteenth  however,  -wilhing  to  have 
'  .^  his 
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his  opinion  tipbn  Ibmc  matters  of  cdhfcqueitce^ 
fent  for  him  to  come  to  him  at  Paris>  *  when 
the  good  old  man  obeyed  his  (ummons,  but 
not  with  the  greateft  alacrity.  The  gay  Cour* 
tiers,  on  feeing  a  man  dreft  tinlike  to  them- 
ielves,  and  of  grave  and  ferious  manners  totally 
different  from  their  own,  and  which  appeared 
to  be  thofe  of  the  laft  Century,  turned  Sully 
into  ridicule,  and  took  him  off*  to  his  face* 
SuUy,  perceiving  this,  faid  coolly  to  the  King, 
**  Sir,  when  your  father,  of  glorious  memory, 
^  did  me  the  honour  to  confult  me  on  any 
•*  matter  of  importance,  he  firft  fent  away  all 
*^  the  jefters  and  all  the  buffoons  of  his 
••  Court/' 

At  his  table  at  Villebon  he  always  kept  up 
the  firu^ity  to  which  he  had  been  accuftomed 
in  early  life  in  the  army.  His  table  coniSftcd  of 
ten  dilhes,  drefled  in  the  plainefl  and  mod 
fimple  manner.  The  Courtiers  reproached  him 
often  with  the  fimplicity  of  his  table.  He  ufed 
to  reply,  in  the  words  of  an  Antient,  "  If  the 
"  guefts  are  men  of  fenfe,  there  isf  fufficient  for 
^  them;  if  they  are  not,  I  can  very  well  dif- 
•*  penfe  with  their  company.'* 

Sully  dined  at  the  upper  end  of  the  hall 
with  the  perfons  of  his  own  age,  at  a  taWe 

apart. 
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apart.  The  young  people  were  ferved  at  a  table 
by  themfelyes.  The  venerable  hoft  gave  as  a 
rcafon  for  this  arrangement,  that  the  perfons  of 
different  ages  might  not  be  mutually  tirefome 
to  each  othen 

Abbe  de  Longuerue  fays,  **  that  the  Duchefi 
"**  of  Nemours  told  him,  that  fhe  had  often 
**  feen  the  good  old  man  M.  de  Sully;  that  he 
"  was  fo  altered  by  being  difmifled  ftom  his 
**  employments  of  ftate,  that  there  remained 
•*  nothing  about  him  which  reminded  you  of 
••  the  celebrated  Minifter  of  his  name ;  and  that  ' 
•*  his  mind  was  entirely  taken  up  with  the 
^^  management  of  his  cftate  and  of  his  family 
**  affairs. 

^*  His  fecretaries,**  adds  the  Abbe,  "filled 
**  his  Memoirs  with  faults  which  he  was  riot 
**  in  a  ftate  of  mind  to  corred." 


ARMAND  DE  BIRON 

was  a  Marlhal  and  Mafter  of  the  Artilleiy  of 
France,  and  was  no  lefs  a  man  of  learning  than 
a  great  General. 

"He 
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^^  Heloft/'  fays .  Broticr,  'V»o  appofttuvtj|f 
.*^  cfinflxu<5tmg  himfidf,  and  wrote  4Qwn  in  hi^ 
>*  common-place  book  whateverji/e  he^id  iv* 
-^^  ttict  with  that  was  worthy  of  his  .notice^ 
**  Thefe  were  called,  Les  Devin^s  tj$bl0i^s  ^ 

No  Jefs  liberal  than  brave,  when  his  M^tj;c 
4*Hotiel  advifed  him  to  majce  a  xe^rm  in  his 
itQyfehoJd,  and  get  rid  of  fome  of  his  fuperny.- 
toeraiy  fervants,  giving,  as  a  xeafpn,  ,that  h^ 
tt)yld  do  without  them;  •'Perhaps  fo,'*,  re- 
plied .Birpn,  "  but  let  me  knowiirft,  if  they 
*•  can  do  withput.me." 

At  the  battle  of  Ivry,  Henry  the  Foyrth 
joined  the  Walloon  Troops  at  the  riik  of  his 
]ife,  and  left  Biro^  with  a  ,coips.  dc  referve,  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  rallying.  When  the 
engagement  w^s  over,  JJiron  told  his  SoyereigDi 
"  Sire,  this  is  not  fair:  you  have  done  to-day 
•*  what  Biron  (hoxald  have  done,  and  he  has 
•*  done  what  the  King  ought  to  have  dcme.'* 

^  He  had,"  fays  Brotier,  "  t;he  ^we'aknefs 
**  too  commonly  incident  to  Generals-^that 
•<  of  continuing  rather  than  terminating  a  war. 
**  He*  faid  to  his  fon,  who  aiked  him  to  give 
^  him  fome  troops  for  an  adion,  which  would 
§  "be 
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^'  be  peculiarly  favourable  to  the  Caufe  in 
*',  which  they  were  engaged :  You  blockhead 
**  you !  what  you  wifli  then  that  we  may  be 
"  fent  to  jdant  cabbages  at  our  country  feat  ?— 
**  Qmidouc^  mar autr  nous  n;eux4u  envoyer  planter 
''  desckoux  ^Bironf' 

Biron  wfOte  fome  CofKffientaries  oii  his  Mi- 
litary Expeditions ;  of  which  Brantome  laments 
the  lofs.  He  boafted  that  he  had  paffed  from 
the  loweft  rank  in  the  Army  to  that  of  Gene* 
ral,  and  faid,  that  was  the  only  legitimate  way 
to  become  a  Marfhal  of  Rrance*  He  had 
been  wounded  in  feven  different  engagements^ 
When  he  was  made  a  Knight  of  the  Holyl 
Ghoft,  being  required  to  produce  his  Letters  06 
Nobility,  he  contented  himfelf  with  exhibiting^ 
a  few  pieces  of  parchment  to  the  Sovereign 
an^  the  Commiffionersj,  faying,  "  Sire^  wild  fncf^ 
"  l^oblejje  bien  comprize''  Then  putting  his. 
hand  upon  his  fword,  he  added,  "  Mais^  Sire^ 
"  la  voila  inieu^r 

His  device  was  a  match  burning,  with  theie 
words :  "  Verit  Jed  in  armis^     He. gave  Henry 
the  Fourth  the  wife  advice  to  remam  m  France, , 
and  not  to  fly  into  England  or  Switzerland,  an  . 
the  death  of  Henry  the  Thitd.  The  MarOial  w*- 

voj,.  IV.  i  killed 
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Killed  by  a  raufquet  ball^  at  the  fe?ge  of  Zp^ 
My  in  I592. 

,  Bimn  wa?  Gpd&tber  to  tbc  cdtlfated  Car* 
4iliftL  d^  Richdieu,  .to;wlipm.hc  gavchbowtt 
baptifmal  name  of  Armand.  ^ 


mm 


^     CHARGES  GONTAUT  Dj:  BiRON,    , 

fon  of  the  Marfbil  ffiroh  mentbned^iri  the  pre-* 
66drng  Article,  W3S  {o  early  an  ex€elidiit  Officer, 
tfcfat  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  was  chofen^  by  the 
common, cpnfent  of  thfe  Army  commatkfcd  by* 
hisFatberi,  to  ftipply  his  place  as  G6n6ral^>whea 
the  latter  was  prevented  by  his  Wounds  ^fron* 
n^xxmng  that  diftinguiihed  fituation. ' 
.......    ''v  '  ;        'w         ■   ■       "    .  '• 

Biroii-tifed-  ^o  fay,  jthai  fonfiet«nes  prudent 
\*tti  unheceflary  in  war.-'  -     .      *         * 

He  conlpired  againft  his  Sovereign  ^Henry 
the  Fourth,  who  would  have  pardoned  him^ 
had  he  relied  fufSciently  upoli-hB  clemency 
and-  bis  gratitiide  io  have  confeffed  his  treafon 
to-  bimT  He  vTho  had  fo  c^en  looked  upon 
death  with  intrepidity' in;  the  field>  beheld  it- 
ujpte  the  (cafMctwkh;  the  ^tm(!)ft  Fear  and  emo- 
/-  ^  -  tionj. 
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libni  and  the  Exfectitidntef  Wis  bbligec)  to  3o 
his  fad  office  by  ftdaith.  Si^oii  had  ridituled 
the  quiet  dnd  refigfted  ftiAnher  witH  which  the 
amiable  but  unfof-tunate  £al*f  of  fiflfe^^  met  his 
fate,  as  bordering  upon  pufiUanimity  and  cow- 
iardicei  Nemefis  is  but  too  often  upon  the 
Watch  to  rcifenge  bbloqtiy  upon  itfelf,  and  to 
tender  thofe  perfons  juftly  obnoxious  to  its  at- 
tacks, who  have  been  liberal  of  th^nr  upon  otter 

"  fferlry  his  be*n  much  bldtiied  for  not  fpar- 
ing  the  1^  of  his  feltow-fdidier  and  cotftpanioni- 
and  the  dccafiohd  caufe  of  his  vidories*  Birort 
was,  however,  fo  violeht,  fo  ejcpenfive,  and  fo 
diflatisfied  with  his  Sovereign's  behaviour  to 
him^  that  he  would  perhaps  have  ever  looked 
up  to  a  Revolution  to  gratify  his  revenge,  or 
to  iktisfy  his  peceflSties.  He  was  extferiiely  ad- 
difted  to  play,  at  Which  he  loft  fufch  coiifidef- 
able  funis,  that  fie'ttfed  to  fay>  "  ye  He  fgais  Ji 
*'  je  tnmifrdi  fur  tin  echdffauii  tnms  je  fgais  Men 
"  que  je  ne  nwurrai  pas  a  t^Uoptiaiy—^^  Fatal 
"  alternative,*'  fays  D' Anquetil,  *^  thdt  but 
*'  too  often  attends  thofe  who  riflt  their  for- 
"  tunes  on  a  die  or  a  card/* 

Brotlef  fdys,  «  tKat  wfe^n  Sitdft's  Aifends 

*"  foHcited  his  partlon  fVom  Henry ;  by  way  of 

K  ;i  •'  palliating 
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**  palliating  lus  crime,  they  fiud  that  his  pride 
«  had  made  him  oi^fe  his  Sovereign.*'  Henry 
replied,  "  It  is  always  agreeaWe  to  me  to  par- 
"  don,  but  my  device  is  that  of  my  king- 
"  dom  : 

Parcere  fubjeSfts  et  deheUare  fuperlas. 

Ta  fparc  the  conquered,  and  (ubdue  the  proud/* 

Biron  was  fo  confdous  of  the  fate  which 
awaited  him,  that  upon  being  told  when  he 
was  in  prifon  that  he  would  foon  be  releafed, 
he  replied,  "  Alas !  I  am  not  one  of  thofe 
•^  birds  who  are  put  into  a  a^  to  kt  ga 
**  again." 


PRESIDENT  JEANNIN 

belonged  to  the  deteftable  fadioii  of  the 
League,  but,  in  conjundion  with  a  few  excel- 
lent men  of  his  party,  would  not  give  into 
the  horrid  maffacre  of  St.  Bartholomew.  He 
was  Prefident  of  the  Parliament  of  Dijoa  when 
Henry  the  Fourth,  on  his  taking  pofleffion  of 
Paris,  faid  that  he  would  make  him  one  of  his 
Council  of  State.  Jeannin  excufed  himfelf  by 
faying,  that  it  was  not  juft  th^t  he  fbould 
prefer  an  old  Leaguer  to  ib  many  diftinguilhed 
perfons,  whofe  fidelity  to  him  had  never  beca 

fufpeded. 
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fufpedted.  "  I  am  certain.  Sir/*  replied 
Henry,  ^  that  a  perfon  who  has  been  ikithful 
**  to  a  Prince  will  not  be  defeftive  in  fidelity 
''  to  a  King/' 

,  A  rich  Country  <jentleman  of  Burgundy, 
being  much  ftruck  with  Jeannin*s  eloquence 
in  the  Parliament  of  that  Province,  was  very 
anxious  to  idave  him  for  his  fbn-in-law,  and 
waited  upon  him  to  tell  him  of  his  intention. 
On  his  afking  him  what  property  be  poflefled, 
Jeannin,  pointii^  to  his  head,  and  to  a  fmall 
colkftion  of  Books  in  the  room,  fiiid,  "  In 
«'  thefe.  Sir,  coafift  all  my  wealth  and  all  my 
''  fortune." 

Some  Prince  having  aiked  Jeannin  whofe 
fon  he  was,  he  replied,  *^  I  am  the  fon  of 
^'  my  own  merit/'         . 

Jeannin  was  Ambafladdr  from  Henry  tlie 
Fourth  to  the  States-General  of  Holland,  and 
n^otiated  the  peape  between  that  Ilq>ublic  and 
the  Spaniards  (one  of  the  n:^ofl  difficult  that 
ever  took  place)  with  fuch  ability  and  impar* 
tiality,  that  he  gained  the  confidence  of  the  two 
parti^«  Cardinal^Sp^tivoglio  fap^  that  he  had 
often  h^ard  Jeannin  fpeak  in  the  Council  of 
State,  wher^  h^  appeared  tp  carry  in  his 
K  3  mannei: 
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manner  apii  co|inteaance  ^11  th^  dignity  of  bis 

Mafter.    '      ' 

Henr}'  faid  of  him,  "  I  am  obliged  ta  gild 
**  feveral  of  my  fubjefts  to  take  off  the  edge  of 
*'  their  malice..  With  refpc<9:  to  Jeannin^  I 
**  have  as  y.et  coptetxted  myfeif  with  faying 
i^  good  tbipgs  of  him,,  without  doing  any  for 
**  hiin/?      :  , 

Jeannin's  ^^  Mon^oifji  pf  hi$  Negotiations^ 
^^  with  Holland'*  were  pybUlbed  by  hjknfelf. 
When  Richelieu  was,  banilh^  to  Avignpi\,  hq 
ftudied.  th^rp  v^ry'  mvchj  and  prof^il^4  hitofelf 
greatly  indebted  to  them  for  his  ktipwkdge  of 
the  diflicult  art  of  Negotiation, 

Jeannin,  though  Pr^fident  of  th^  Parliamc^l 
of  Dijon,  ufed  to  fay,.  **  We  arc  not  ahvajs  {q 
"  .well  inftrufted  in  the  Parliaments  as  the 
*^.  PrincG  and  his  Miiiifteri  are  Kfpeding.iarhat 
*.*  makes  for  ^  the  general  gcMxJ  of  thecQtintry, 
**  Sometimes-  t±ie  &ma  thing  t^ken  feparately 
*'  appears    xmjiift^   which    in    thf  general  is 

Henry  the  Fourth^oiice  binding  a  iftate-iecr^t 
betrayed,  faid  to  his  other  Minjffers,  ^"^Ste 
^^^  ^mongft  youpfelvfe  who  it  is  that-  ha&  be-. 

^*  trayed 
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^  trayed  us ;  I  myfetf  will  anfwer  for  that  gooii 
^*  ci-eature  there  (pointing  to  Jeannin),  that  he 
**  has  not  done  it/* 


CARDINAL  D'OSSAT. 

This  eminent  Negotiator  was  thefonofa 
imith,  and  loft  liis  Father  and  Mother  whcri  he 
was  very  young.  At  th^  age  of  nine,  be  w^ 
placed  in  the  fervice  of  a  young  Nobleman  6f 
Auch ;  his  Mafter  was  likewife  an  orphan,  and 
they  ftudied  together.  D'Offat  foon  outftrip- 
ped  his  Mafter,  and  became  his  Preceptor :  he 
was  afterwards  called  to  the  bar,  and  by  de- 
grej2S  rofe  to  the  digpity  of  a  Bifliop  and  Car- 
dinal. His  negotiations  at  the  Court  of  Rome 
procured  the  abfolution  of  Henry  the  Fourth ; 
a  matter^  at  that  time,  of  no  fmall  difficulty.    - 

"  He  was  a  man,"  fays  his  Biographer, 
"  of  great  penetration,  and  took  his  meafures 
"  with  fuch  precaution,  that  it  is  impoflfble  to 
"  find  a  fingle  error  or  miftake  inanyof  thamu 
*'  He  united  in  the  higheft  degree  politics  an^ 
**  probity,  honours  with  modefty,  and  dignities 
^'  with  difintereftedtiefs.  His  letteii,  though 
*^  upon  fubgeds  which  now  ceafe  to  intercft, 
*^  have  been  eftecmed  very  much  by  Negotia- 
K  4  "  tors. 
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*^  tors.  The  Ute  intelligent  Sir  James  Porter 
"  was  extremely  fond  of  them,  and  recom* 
**  mended  them  as  models  of  diplomatic  com* 
!•  mumcation/* 


THEODORE  D^AUBIGNI 

Henry  the  fourth,  King  of  France  (then 
King  of  Navarre),  going  one  day  to  Condillac, 
the  country-feat  of  Francois  de  Foix,  Biftiop  of 
Aire,  defired  him  to  permit  him  to  fee  his  Ca-^ 
binet  of  Curiofities.  To  this  the  Biftiop  con- 
lented,  on  condition  that  the  King  ftiould  take 
with  him  no  perfons  who  were  men  of  igno-^ 
Tance,  and  void  of  curiofity..  *^  With  all  my 
**  heart,  Uncle,"  replied  the  King;  ^'  I  ftiall 
**  introduce  no  one  who  is  not  more  capable 
**  of  obferving  and  of  appreciating  your  Ca-^ 
"  binet  than  myfelf.*'  Coming  in  then  to  the 
Cabinet  with  the  Sieur^  Clerval,  Du  Pleffis, 
Du  Sainte  Angebonde,  PelifFon,  and  Theodore 
D* Aubigne  -,  while  the  King  and  the  reft  were 
amufing  themfelves  in  feeing  a  cannon  lifted  up 
by  a  fmall  machine  which  a  boy  of  fix  years  of 
age  had  in  his  hand,  and  were  very  attentive  to 
this  operation,  D' Aubigne  obferved  a  piece  of 
black  marble  which  ferved  ^  a  writing-deik  tq 
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the  Bifhop;  and  having  found  a  pencil,  he 
wrote  upon  it  this  diftich ; 

Non  tfthac  Princeps  Regem  tra£tare  doceto^ 
^ed  do£f&  regni  ponderaferre  manu^ 

Teach  not  the  King  to  toys  to  give  hb  care, 
But  Empire's  pond'rous  weight  with  eafe  to  bear. 

Having  done  this,  he  covered  over  the  piece  of 
marble,  and  joined  the  company.  When  they 
came  up  to  it,  the  Bifliop  faid,  "  Sire,  fee  this 
"  is  my  writing-defk!*'  but  having  taken  off 
the  cover,  and  feeing  the  diftich,  he  faid,  **  Ah, 
"  ah  !  a  Man  has  been  here,  I  fee."-— *«  Nay,'* 
faid  Henry,  *♦  what  do  you  take  us  all  for 
^*  Beafts  then?'*  and  turning  to  the  Bilhop, 
"  Uncle,*'  faid  he,  "  can  you  guefs,  by  the 
^*  countenance  of  us,  who  has  put  this  trick 
^*  upon  you?"  This  fally  of  his  Majefty 
afforded  much  amufement« 

D'Aubigne  wrote  tl^  Hiftory  of  his  Life, 
and  addreffed  it  to  his  Children.  "  My  chil- 
^'  dren,"  fays  he  in  the  Preface  to  it,  "  Antl- 
^*  quity  will  furni(h  ypu  with  direftions  and 
^*  examples,  in  the  lives  of  Emperors  and  of 
^*  gre^t  mei),  how  tp  behave  againft  the  at* 
^^  tacks  of  enemies  and  of  difobedient  fubjcds. 
^-  You  will  there  fee  how  they  have  refifted  the 
^^  fttt^ks  of  the  ope,  and  the  rebellions  of  the 

^^  others 
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<^  Other ;  but  it  will  never  teach  you  that  kind 
"  of  conduft  which  is  fuited  to  common  and 
*'  ordinary  life:  and  this  third  kind  of  know^ 
'*  ledge  requiring  more  dexterity  th^n  the  o^her 
^'  two,  you  have  more  oceafion  for  inftruftion 
^*  in  it,  fince  you  are  rather  to  imitate  perfons 
"  of  a  middling  ftation  than  thofe  who  are  of 
**  a  diftingui(hed  rank  in  life ;  having  to  ftrug* 
"  gle  againft  your  equals,  where  there  is  more 
**  Qccafiqn  fof  addrefs  than  for  force.  Thb 
**  want  of  accommodatidnhas  often  put  Princes 
**  in  a  perilous  fituatian.  Henry  the  Great, 
"  thi  fourth  Sovereign  of  that  tiame  in  France, 
"  was  not  pleafed  when  he  found  his  ^fervants 
**  reading  the  lives  of  Emperors  and  of  great 
**  men.  Haviiig  difcovefed  one  dF  his  fervants, 
*^  by  name  Neufy,  very  fond  of  i-cading  Taci- 
*^  tus,  and  fearing  left  his  courage  fbould  take 
**  too  high 'a  flight,  he  advifed  him  to  quit  that 
*^  kind  of  reading,  and  perufe  only  the  lives  of 
^  perfods  in  a  fituaiicJn  fimifar  to  his  own/* 

At  four  y^rs  ol  age  D'Aubign€*s^^  father  put 
'Uim  into  the  haaids  of  ^  Preceptor,  who.  taught 
him  the  Grne^,  Latins  and  Hebrew  languages 
ftt  the  fame  time^  and  he  fays,  that  at  feven 
years  of  s^  he  tranflated  the  Crito  of  Plato, 
ijpon  a  promife  which  his  fether  had  made  hjm, 
that  the  tjranflation  Ifeould  be  printed,  with  a 
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portrait   of  himfelf  St  that  very   early   agp 
prefixed  to  it* 

D'Aubignl,  wJio  was  a  Proteftant,  attached 
himfclf  to  Henry  the  Ip^urth,  to  whom  he  was 
a  faithfi^  ^i  aft  ire  ftrvant,  an^  often  ex-. 
pofe4  Uk  life  ifii  his  fc^vice,  Heiuy  repaid  his 
attachment  in  no  other  nianner  than  by  making 
him  a  prefent  of  his  portrait,  D'Aubigne  wrote 
the  following  lines  under  it : 

&  Frtnce  ijf  d'drange  Natur^ 
yt  neffoi^i  Diable  Fa  fait, 
li  re(omp€nf$  $np4inturi 

Henry  had  a  fevourite  Spamel,  which 
P- Auhign^,  finding  half  ftarved  in  the  fbccts, 
to£)k  hoipp  with  hin)  and  kept,  infcribinp  thofe 
linies  upon  hits  coltar ; 

Le  fideU  Citron  qui  coufhoit  autrefois 
Sur  voire  litfacri^  couche  qresfurladure\ 
Qeft  afdiU  Chien  fUf  Qpprit  de  la  Natur$ 
4faindeif  JkmsyAtd<$  troftr^i  k  chi^. 

,11. 

„ .  (^f/f-  hi  gm  ^  Brigapdi  effrayant  difa  v^x^ 
Pi$  d^ntSf.  dif  t\ffaj^n^  dhu  vUnt  d^c  qu^il  endure 
J^afainh  kfrcid^  Ifscoups^ksi  dedfim^ei  l^injur^f; 
Pavement  cqutumer  dufyrvice  dis  Rfiis^ 

Sit 
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Sa  fiertiyfa  hiauti^fa  jiunejji  agriahU 

Le  fit  chirtr  de  vous;  mats  ilfit  redoutaAU 

Avui  ha'miux^  auiejiemp$ur  ladexUriti. 

Courtifims^  quijtttez  vos  dedaigneufes  vuis 

Sur  a  Gfuu  ddaijfijtnort  defaimpar  les  ruiSj       I 

AttmdiZ  a  loyer  de  lafidiliti. 

The  Dog  was  foon  afterwards  taken  to  the 
King,  who  changed  colour  when  he  read  thefe 
lines,  and  remained  cpnfufed  for  fome  time. 
But  not  long  afterwards  he  was  more  abafhed, 
when  in  an  Aflfembly  of  the  deputies  of  the 
Proteftants  of  Languedoc  he  was  afked  what 
was  become  of  D' Aubignc,  who  had  faved  their 
Province ;  and  what  he  had  done  for  fo  aftivc 
and  fp  ufeful  a  fervant  of  God.  He  replied, 
"  that  he  always  looked  upon  him  as  much 
**  attached  to  him,  and  that  he  would  take  care 
<*  of  him." 

Before  D*  Aubignc  returned  to  the  Court  of 
Henry,  he  fent  one  of  his  P^s  to  announce  to 
the  Sovereign  that  he  was  on  the  road.  The 
King  alked  him  fix^m  whence  he  came  }  The 
Page  faid,  "  YesJ'^es ;"  dnd  to  every  queftion 
that  was  put  to  htei  returned,  "  Yes,  yes." 
On  the  King's  aiking  him,  why  he  continued 
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to  anfwer  his  qiieftions  in  that  manner,  he  se- 
plied,  "  Sire,  I  laid  yes,  yes,..becaufe  KingJr 
•*  drive  away  all  perfom  from' their  prcfcnccy. 
**,  wl^  will  not  make  ufe  of  *hofe  words  tpj 
•*  every  thing  which  their  Sovereigns  require  oi^ 
^  thenu*": 

Henry  had  quarrelled  with  D'Auhfgnc  on 
feme  occafion  or  other,  a^d  being  afterwards* 
reconciled  to  him,  embraced  him  very  hjeartily*. 
I?*Aub^gnc  told. him, ."  Sire,  when  I  look  in 
**  )rour  face,  I  fee  that  1  may  take  my  old  free- 
**  doms  and  hberties  with  ycau  Open  now.. 
*^  three  of  your  waiftcoat  byttons,  and  be  fo 
•'  kind  as  to  tell  me  how  I  have  difpleafed  you,*' 
Henry  growing  pale  at  thefe  words  (as  was  his 
cuftoih  when  any  thing  afFeded  him)  anfwercd, 
**  You  were  too  m^ich  attacloed  to  the  Due  de 
*•  Je  Tremoviille,,tp  whom  you  know  I  had  an 
''  averfion."— "  Sire,**  replied  D'Aubigne,  "  I 
**  have  had  the  honour  of  bemg  brought  up  at 
**  the  feet  of  your  Majefty,  and  I  have  learned 
"  from  you  never  to  abandon  thofe  perfons  who 
"  were  afflided  and  oppreffed  by  a  power  fu- 
•*  perior  to  their  own.  You  will  then  furely 
**  apiMTOve  in  me  that  leffon  of  virtue  which 
*'  I  learned  under  yourfelf/*  This  anfwer  was  ' 
fucceeded  by  another  hearty  embrace  from 
Henry.  / 

One 
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One  nrghf  as  D'Aubighf^  WaS  I^Ag  lit 
Hewry's  chamber  With  f6mt'6f  hit  l?tntletriett' 
of  his  furte,  he  faid  to  La  Pored,  wild  v^diktp 
bjr  his  fide,  •*  Our  l\dafter  is  fundy  btti  6f*flie 
•^  inoft  tmgrateftd  taen  upon  earth  P  t^^Fdniei 
between  fleeping  and  waking,  afked  hirfiwhat 
he  was  faying*  **  Why,*'  exclaimed  the  King, 
whom  0'Aubign6  thought  to  Be  d^ep^  "  ^e 
*•  ydudeaf?  da  ybu  not  hfeat^'WfiaJt  he' (ays? 
•*  that  I  'am  the  moft  ungrtttrful  bf  Ma!iikiM  P* 
u  —Sleep  on,  Sine,*^  replied  I^'Aubigntj  «  V 
'•^  have  a  good  deal  more  to  fay  yet /*-^^^  The' 
«  next  day,"  adds  lyAubignc,  *'the  Kfngdirf 
"  not  look  unkindly  at  me,  but  he  ftifl  gave  me 
;*  nothing." 

'  After  Heniy^s  death,  D*AubIgne,  retaining  irt 
his  hands  two  towhs  near  Rochelle,  was  told, 
that  if  he  would  give  them  tip  to  the  Queen, 
he  ftiould  have  of  her  Majefty  Wliaf  he  pleifed. 
He  replied,  "  T  fliall  receive  of  the  Qtieeil  dlf 
"  I  defire,  for  I  only  wiflr  hei^  to  look  upbn 
"  me  as  a  good  Chriftian  and  a  good  French* 
"  riiah/' 

He  wrote  a  Univerfal  Hiftory,  fomeTmgfe*' 

diesi  and  other  Works,  of  which  he  fays^  "  that 

"  in  his  retirement  at  St.  Jean  d^Angeli,  lltf 

"  printed  them  at  his  own  expencej  and- that 

§  *!  they 
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•*  tl^y  had  fi:arccly.a;p[pcaiedin:^  w>rirfywheft 
•^  they  w^€i  bupMi  «tr  Paiia  by  tber  hanik  of  th^t 
**  HArigman/'  .  -  ^  ^ :-  i 

li'Aubignc  Ijkew^  .Wuot^,  *!  Irf^  Abenturei' 
*^  /;&^  Baron  de  Fanejiey^  in  ridicvjc.^^the.  Ca- 
tholics and  the  Leaguers.  He  mentions  thefe 
lines^  which  were  madeiJpoafome  Reformers  of 
tt^e  Abufe^  ift  Church  aftd  State :  .    l 

'  '        Enfin  chatun'ietejie 
'  Lis  guerrei^  et  pYoitJIe  ' 
Ne  v&uUir  fue  JitierK 

.....'.  .Q>acuH  C4  %^n4tfi^y  :  ^i 

Et  le  defuse  fun^       ,   ^         .... 
Each  party  civilrwKar.Jetefts,    ..  ., ..     • 

And  each  with  folemn  vows  protefts 

He  nothing  means  but  good. 
Each  fays  It  is  his  only  aim, 
'  feach  to  this  good -puts  in  liisd&iini^ 
r ^  'BR  ovirn  ftill^tmderftood.' 
..;:l  ':a      .  -   >   \-;.    .'    .       :   '/      "  ..::: 

f  HiODORlC  bE  S^^^^^ 

Tjf^^xjay  before  the  b^tle  of  Ijviy^  theiGer-  - 
man   troops   which    Schombeig;.  commanded 
mutinied  and  refufed  to  fight,  if  they  were  not 
paid  the  money  which  was  due  to  them.  Schom- 
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beig  went  to  Henry  the  Fourth  with  this  mcC' 
fagc,  who  anfwered  him  angrily,  "  How,  Colo- 
^*  nel  Thifche  (a  nick-name  given  to  him),  is 
"  it  the  behaviour  of  a  man  of  honour  to  de- 
"  mand  money,  when  he  ihould  take  hii  orders 
"  for  fighting?" 

The  next  morning,  Henry,  recoUefting  what 
he  had  faid  to  Schombcig,  went  into  his  teitt 
before  the  engagement  began,  and  faid  to  him^ 
"  Cd(Miel,  this  is  perhaps  the  only  opportunity 
"  I  may  have — I  may  be  killed  in  the  engs^e- 
•*  ment— it  is  not  rig^t  that  I  ftiould  carry  away 
**  with  me  the  honour  of  a  brave  Gentleman 
•*  like  you.  I  declare  then,  that  I  recognize 
•*  you  as  a  man  of  worth,  and  mcapable  of 
•*  doing  any  thing  cowardly/* 

Schomberg,ftruck  with  admiration  and  grati- 
tude at  this  noble  behaviour  of  Henry,  replied 
to  him,  "  Ah !  Sire,  in  reftoring  to  me  that 
**  honour  which  you  took  away  firom  me,  youf 
**  take  away  my  life:  for  I  Ihould  be  unworthy 
**  of  it,  if  I  did  not  devote  it  to  your  fervice^ 
"  If  I  had  a  thoufand  lives,  I  would  lay  theni 
*^  all  at  your  feet/'. 
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U.  DE  SiLLERY. 

As  this  Knight  of  Malta,  who  was  Ambarfk* 
iter  firoHi  France  to  the  Pope>  was  one  day  walk-*^ 
ing  with  the  Venetian  Ambafladorin  the  Square' 
before  the  beautiful  Church  of  the  Gefii  at" 
JLome  (whefe  it  fe^tts  there  is  ^ways  air>  evea^ 
in  the  hotteft  day  of  fummer),  he  faid  to  him, 
^  What  an  odd  thing  it  is  that  there  Ihould  be 
**  dways  fomething  oF  a  breeze  here !     Can ' 
*  your  Excellency  account  for  it  ?*'—**  Perfedtiy 
*^  well,**  replied  the  Venetian,  ^  upon  a  tradi* 
**  tion  that  has  been  long  Current  in  this  city*^ 
'*  Hie  Devil  and  the  Wind  were  one  day  walk* 
**  ing  together  in  the  ftreets  of  Rome,  when, 
*^  coming  to  the  Jefuits  College  in  this  place, 
**  the  Devil  faid  to  the  Wind,  Pray  be  fo  good 
**  as  to  ftay  here  a  minute  or  two,  1  have  a 
^  woiti  to  fay  to  thefe  good  Fathers  within* 
**  The  Devil,  as  the  ftory  goes,  never  returned 
^'^  to  his  companion,  who  has  been  ever  fince 
**  waitii^  For  him  at  the  door.** 

Merwires  BE  t'ABfiE  i>'ARNAt;LD» 

After  the  aflaffination  of  Henry  the  Fourth, 
^fery  de  Medicis  burft  into  the  room  where 
Sillcry  was  fitting,  and  exclaimed,  **  The 
^'  King,  Sir,  is  dead  1"—"  I  beg  your  Majefty's 

irtDL.  IV.  h  1^  pardon," 
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"  pardon,"  replied  Sillery,  who  was  then  Chai^' 
tellor,  "  the  King  of  France  never  dies/* 


,  fie  was  banifhed  to  his  feat  at  Sillery,  andf 
fupported  tbe.lofs  of  his  power  and  confequencd 
with  great  impatience.  His  Phyficians,  on  hi» 
death-bed^  refilling  to  acquaint  him  with  the 
dai^er  of  his  (ituation,  an  old  and  faithful  fer^ 
vant  took  the .  painful  talk  upon  himfelf,  and 
faid  to  him,  **  Sir,  your  trial  is  over :  you  muft 
•*  prepaj:e  yourfelf  for  death.  You  have  not 
"  above  (even  or  eight  hours  to  live." — "  Is  it  fo, 
"  my  friend?"  replied  M.de  Sillery  j  *Met  me 
"  employ,  then,  the  fhort  time  that  I  have  to  • 
**  live  in  a  proper  manner.  Send  for  my  Coji- 
«  feffor." 

•^  M.  de  SiHery^s  virtues  and  faults  were  fa 
**  well  counterbalanced,"  fays  Sully,  "  that  it 
^*  was  no  difficult  matter  for.  me  to  employ  the 
"  firft  ufefuUy,  and  to  guard  myfelf  againft  thc^ 
•*  dangers  of  the  latter." 


CRILLON. 

MENU^r  tl^e  Fourth j  on  feeing  Crilloii  come 
one  day  into  the  Drawing-room  of  the  ,Palace 
of  FontainUeau,  e^j^laimed,  **  Here  comes  the 

*'  bravefl 
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*•  biriveft  man  in  my  dominions  P^-^**  Sire,** 
replied  Crillon,  "  your  Majefty  tells  an  untruth  J 
*•  he  is  yourfelf/* 

Crillon  being  defined  by  his  Sovereign  Henry 
the  Third  to  affift  in  the  aflaffination  of  thd 
Duke  of  Guife,  refufed  in  as  gentle  a  manner 
as  he  coiildj  adding,  "  1  will  attack  him.  Sire, 
"  fairly  in  fingle  combat,  with  all  my  heart  I 
**  I  will  run  in  upon  him ;  he  wilU  of  courfe, 
**  kill  me^  and  1  (hall  kill  him;  A  man  that  is 
"  carelefs  of  his  own  life  has^  you  know,  that  of 
**  his  enemy  always  in  his  power/* 

Grillcn  was  hot  .pte{*ent  at  the  battle  o( 
Arques,  where  his  beloved  Sovereign  Henry  the 
Fourth  gained  a  complete  victory,  ^nd  afterward 
Wrote  to  him  this  laconic  epiftle : "  Hang  youtfetf 
"  immediately,  brave  Crillon!  We  have  had 
^  an  engagement  at  Arques,  and  you  were  not 
"  there.  Adieu  !  Je  vms  aime  ^  tort-  et  h 
^'  traverse^ 

Th^  fecond  Cuke  of  Guife,  wheii  he  was 
Veiy  young,  fehdeavoured  to  alarm  the  courage 
df  Crillon  by  pretending  that  the  town  in  which 
he  was  afleep  was  befieged  by  the  enemy.  Cril- 
Ibn^  -awaked  from  his  fleep.by  the  noife^  ru0i** 
cd  out  with  his  ufual  intrepidity^  and  finding  it 
^l'  ^  to 
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%o  be  a  trick,  faid  to  the  Duke,  *'  ItoMhgmm 
^*  I  would  advife  yoti  never  ttgskt  to  think  of 
•*  founding  the  courage  of*  si  man  of  honour^ 
"  By  death  itfelf,  if  you  tad  found  tnt  fail,- 1 
^*  (hould  have  ftruck  my  dagger  into  your 
•*  heart." 

Courtcfy^  no  lefs  than  courage^  teats  ^wap 
the  appanage  of  the  family  of  CriHon.  iThat 
m  thefe  refpefts  the  laft  of  that  illuftrious 
Houfe  did  not  degenerate,  the  conqueft  of  Mi- 
norca, and  the  foUowing  letter  fent  by  Bim  to 
Lord  Heathfield,  the  preferver  of  Gibral- 
tar, on  his  being  made  a  Peer^  are  convincing 
proofs : 

*^  Permcttez-mw,  iron  aimable  et  refpe  (Stable 
**  enemi,  de  ne  (bnger  qu'au  titrfe  d' Aini  qu6 
•*  vous  ayez  bien  voulu  m'^accorder,  pour  re^ 
•*  jouir  avec  vous  de  la  grace  que  le  Roi  votrc 
*^  maltre  vient  de  vpos  accorder^ 

"  Ceft  par  Monfieur  Fowler:  WAtKEff,r 
*5  un  vos  Gompatriotes  et*  Admirateurs,  que 
"  je  V2ix  zppns.  La,  qualitc  de  Mylord  n*ajoute 
*f  rien  a  touted  celles  qui  vous  rcnrfent  cher  ^ 
*•  mcs  ycuxf  mais  en  me  prouvant  la juftiee  que 
**  votre  nation  a  f^jue  rendre  %  Vo?  farices,  et 

.«  ivotre^ 
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^  %  votrc  perfbnne,  elle  me  devient  perfonelle 
■*  en  mc  rappellant  kstemoignages  particuUeres 
<*  de  bontc  et  d'eftime  que  j*ai  recu  I  vos 
**  cotcs^  et  I  ceux  de  vos  braves  foldats.  Ce 
^*  moment  ne  s'effacerajaniais  dema  memoire, 
*'  heureux  fi  en  trouvant  d'autres  occafion?  de 
^*  meriter  d'avantage  les  fuffr^eS  de  votre  gene* 
^*  reufe  nation,  en  fervant  nos  deux  Mattres 
*'  comme  Allies,  je  pouvois  avant  mourir  vous 
^^  emb/afler  et  vous  repeter  de  vive  voix  I'af* 
^*  furance  des  fentimens  d'eftime  de  votre  na- 
^*  tion,  et  d'amit^  que  vous  m'avez  infpir^,  et 
**  avec  lefquels  j*ai  honneur  d'iStre  de  votns 
^  Excellence, 

"  Monfieur, 
**  Tres  humble  et  tres;  obeiiTant  Serviteur, 
•'  R.  R.  Due  DB  Crillo!^^ 
•*  Due  de  Mahon, 

•^  A  Plonhbicres, 
•MeQjuiflct,  1788. 
^  A  Ton  Excellence  Mylord  HcATn^iEM^^ 
**  Capitaine  General  des  Armies 
^'  d^  fa  Ma^efti  Biitannique,'* 


SEIGNEUR  PE  BEAUMANOIR. 

This  French  Noblenuin,  a  partizan  of  the 

Count  du  Blois,  went  one  day  to  confer  witK 

J.  3  Richard 
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Kichard  Bembron,  the  Englifh  Commandaot  of 
Ploermel,  a  fmall  fortrefs  in  Bretagne,  for  the 
Countefs  of  that  Province,  on  the  means  of  pre- 
venting the  mutual  outrages  tlieir  refpeftive 
foldiers  committed  upon  the  peafants.  Soon, 
however,  the  rivaKty  between  the  two  nations 
burft  forth,  and  interrupted  the  conference; 
each  Commander  fpoke  with  contenipt  of  the 
prowefs  of  his  rival's  countrymen,  and  with 
veneration  of  the  valour  of  his  own.  They 
grew  warm,  and  a  challenge  took  place.  It 
was  agreed,  that  the  two  Commanders  fhpuld 
jneet  at  a  giveii  fpot  with  thirty  on  each  fide, 
and  decide  the  difpute.  Beaumanoir  and  Bem- 
bron  appeared  at  the  day  appointed  armed 
cap-a-piedy  and  at  the  head  of  their  refpeftive 
Jfoldiers,  The  enthufiafm  that  inflamed  thefq 
modern  Horatii  ^nd  Curiatii  may  eafily  be 
imagined,  They  charged  moft  furioufly  man 
againft  man,  but  foon  the  fortune  of  w^r  began 
to  fhew  itfclf.^  Of  the  Englifh,  only  twenty-five 
in  a  ihort  time  i;emaihed.  Soon  afterwards 
five  are  taken  prifoners,  killed,  or  incapable  of 
fighting  on  account  of  their  wounds.  Beau^ 
manoir  changes  the  plan  of  battle.  Bembron 
does  the  fame.  They  form  themfelves  into  ^ 
little  fquadron.  The  Commander  of  the  Eng- 
lilb  is  thrown  down,  and  flain  upon  the  f|)ot. 
The  Commander  of  the  French,  dangeroufly 
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wrounJed,  and  ready  to  fink  with  heafand  thlrft, 
tlefires  one  of  his  ren^aining  companions  to  give 
him  fomething  to  drink. ,  He  exclaims,  "  Beau- 
^^  manoir,  drink  fome  of  your  own  blood,  and 
^  your  thirft  will  go-^offi  You  myft  perfift  to 
^^  the  very  lafl  extremity."  Bcaumanoir,  ani* 
mated  by  thefe •  words,  perfifts,  and.  remains 
jnafter  of  th9  field. 


PIERRE  PE  CAYET. 


Thi s  author  of  the  celebrated  and  very  rare 
Memoirs  relative  to  Henry  the  Fourth  oi 
-France  which  bear  his  name,  was  at  firft  a 
Proteftant  Minifter  at  the  Court  of  the  King 
of  Navarre,  and  was  much  prefled  by  the  Count 
of  Soiffons  to  marry  him  to  one  of  the  Princefles 
of  the  Houfe  of  Navarre.  ^  He  refufed';  as  not 
thinking  it-  honourable  to  be  concerned  in  ^iv- 
ii^  the  fanftion  of  religion  to  a  marriage  which 
he  knew  to  be  difagreeable  to  the  Royal 
Family  of  Navarre,  and  to  which  he  was  fure 
they  would  never  give  their  confent.  The 
Count  of  Soiffons  ftill  mfifted — Cayet  refilled 
with  great  intrepidity.  On  the  Count*s  threaten- 
ing to  ftab  him  if  he  perfifted  in  his  refufal,  he 
very  fpiritedly  refdied,  ^'  WeH,  thfen,  your  High- 
I.  4  1*  nels 
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"  nris  may  kill  mc,  if  you  plcafej  1  prefer 
.^*  dying  by  the  hand  of  a  great  Prince  to  dying; 
••  by  that  of  the  hangman/* 


abb6  rucellal 

5 

The  effeft  of  motive  upon  the  human  frame 
was  perhaps  never  better  illuftrated  than  in 
the  following  account   of  Abbe  Rujellai,  in 
that  entertaining  Book,  written  by  Dom'  Noel 
d' Argonne,  a  Carthufian  friar  of  Gallion  in  Nor- 
mandy, entitled.    Melanges  d'Htfteire  et  de  la 
^iteraturey  par  Vigneuil  de  Merveille. — ^^  T^is 
f*  Abbe  was  the  great  nephew  of  the  celebrated 
"  Monfignor  de  la  Cafa,  fo  well  known  by  the 
*'  excellence  of  his  Italian  writings:  he  came 
**  from  Rome  to  Paris  with  Mary  de  Medicis, 
^^  wife  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  where  he  lived  in 
"  great  fplepdor  and  profufion.     He  ufed  to 
«  h^ve  ferved  up  at  his  table,  during  the  def- 
*'  fert,  bafons- enamelled  in  gold  full  of  effenceSji 
**  perfumes,  of  gloves,  fans,  and  even  piftolea 
f^  for  his  company  to  play  with.     By  thefe  cir- 
^*  ,Cum{^ances  one  may  readily  judge  what  fprt 
^"  of  a  perfon  M.  Rujellai  was,     Hb  delicacy 
^*  in  every  thing  was  exceffive :  he  drank  nO'. 
<^  thing  but  water,  Ijut  it  wa^  a  water  that 

«  wa5 
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^  was  bwMaght  from  a  great  diftance,  and 
**  which  was  to  be  drawn  drop  by  drop  (if  one 
^*  may  fo  exprefs  it).  The  Icaft  thing  in  the 
**  world  diftrefled  him :  the  fun,  the  dew,  heat, 
**  cold,  the  kaft  change  in  the  atmofphere  feem- 
**  ed  to  have  an  cfFeA^  upon  his  conftitution. 
"  The  mere  apprehenfion  of  becoming  ill 
**  woiild  make  him  keep  his  room  and  put 
^*  himftdf  to  bed.  It  [is  to  him  that  our  phy- 
•*  ficians  are  obliged  for  the  invention  of  that 
*^  difeafe  without  a  difeafe,  called  Vapours, 
*'  which  makes  the  employment  of  thofe  per- 
"  fons  who  are  idle,  and  the  fortunes  of  thofe 
^*  who  attend  them.  The  poor  Abbe  groaned 
**  greatly  under  the  weight  of  thcfe  trifles, 
**  daring  to  undertake  nothing  where  there  was 
^*  the  leaft  trouble  or  fatigue.  At  laft,  however, 
^  goaded  by  ambition,  or  rather  perhaps  from 
*'  a  defire  to  revenge  himfelf  upon  fome  perfon 
**  who  he  thought  had  not  ufed  him  well,  he 
**  undertook  to  ferve  his  old  miftrefs,  Mary 
"  de  Medicis^  in  fome  ftatc  intrigues  which 
'*  were  very  complicated,  and  which  required 
«  great  aftivity.  At  ftrft,  th^  fight  of  that 
*'  trouble  which  Jia^d  always  appeared  tp  him 
•*  tp  be  fo  dreadful  ^  thing,  was  very  near 
^*  m?|kinghipi  abandon  l^is  yndertajcing ;  but 
**  getting  the  better  of  his  fears,  he  became 
^*  fp  hardy  ^d  fo  *ftive,  tli^t  his  friends,  who 
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*'  faw  hitn  work  hard  all  the  day  and  take  no 
•*  reft  at  night,  who  faw  him  riding  poft  upon 
♦^  the  moft  execrable  horfes,  and  not  caring 
*^  what  he  ate  or  drank,  but  contented  riways 
**  with  what  he  found,  ufed  in  joke  to  afk  him 
^^  news  of  the  Abbe  Rujellai,  pretending  not  to 
*'.  know  what  was  become  of  him,  or  what 
^Vperfon  had  changed  fituations  with  him,  or 
/^  into  what  other  body  th?  Abba's  foul  ha4 
♦^  tranfmigrat^/' 


m^ttmmrf^mmm 


ST.  FRANCOIS  DE  SALES 

is  one  of  the  lateft  of  the  modem  Saints,  hxA^ 
as  a  lady  well  obferved  of  him,  a  moft:  gentlcT 
man-like  Saint,  for  to  the  rigid  virtues  of  religion 
he  added  the  graces  of  urbanity  and  politenefs, 
He  preferred  his  own  miferable  Biftiopric  of 
Geneva  to  that '  of  "Paris,  which  Henry  the 
Fourth  offered  him.  This  excellent  Prelate 
was  a  model  of  humility,  charity,  and  piety. 
The  Abbe  MaVfoUier  has  written  a  very  enter- 
taining life  of  him,  in  two  volumes  1 2mo. ;  and 
the  "  Efprit  de  St.^  Francois  dc  Saks,''  8vo, 
contains  the  fummary  of  his  maxims  and  doc- 
trine very  well  compiled. 


To 
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\  To  fome  ecclefiaftic  of  his  diocefe  who  was 
brought  before  him  as  a  perion  of  vicious  and  ir- 
r/sgular  life,  and  who  had  fallen  on  his  knees  be- 
fore him  to  beg  pardon  for  the  fqandal  he  ha4 
given,  the  Prelate  replied,  falling  alfo  on  his 
)aiees  before  hiip,  ^^  J, have  in  my  turn.  Sir,  to 
"  reqi^eft  of  you,  that  you  will  have  fome  com- 
^^  pftffion  upon  myfelf,  and  upon  all  thofe  whd 
**  are  ecclcfiaflics  in  my  dioci^fe,  upon  the 
**  Church  and  upon  Religio'h,  whofe  reputa- 
^*  tion  and  honour  .yqtr  difgrace  by  your  fcan- 
*^  dalous  life,  which  gives  occafion  to  the  cne- 
**  mies  of  our  holy  faith  tp  blaipheme  it,'* 

This  fpeech,  fays  the  author  of  this  anecdot^ 
made  fuch  an  impreflion  upon  the  culprit,  that 
he  took  up  a  hew  way  -of  life,  and  became  a 
piodel  of  piety  z^nd  virtue, 

Henry  the  Fourth  ufed  to  call  St.  Francois 
de  Sales,  "  PEvefque  des  Evefques — the  Biftiop 

of  Bifliops.  He  has,"  faid  he,  **  birth^ 
^*  learning,  virtue,  and  piety/' 


4C 


MARQUIS  SPINOLA, 


-  *^  Pray  of  what  did  your  brother  die,?*'  laid 
Jhis  celebrated  Gcner^  one  day  to  Sir  Horace 
,  Vere, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Vere.  "  He  died.  Sir,"  reined  Verc,  «  of 
♦«  having  nothing  to  do."-r"  Alas,  Sir,'*  faid 
Spinola,  »  that  Is  enough  to  kill  any  General  of 
**  us  aU." 


4$ 
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Montefquieu  fays,  ♦'We  b  general  place 
idlenefs  among  the  beatitudes  ef  Heaven; 
it  (hbuld  rather,  I  think,  be  put  among  the 


•'torments  of  Hell" 


JOSEPH  SCAWGER. 

This  great  fcholar  had  much  of  the  info* 
knee  which  but  too  oft^n  accompanies  great 
learning.  In  his  writings  he  is  very  profufe  of 
the  epithets  of  **  beaft,  blockhead,  ignorant  felr 
"  low,"  &c,  to  thofe  who  differed  from  hijn  ia 
opinion,  and  who  knew  not  fo  much  Greek  a^ 
himfelf.  His  pride  was  much  mortified^  when, 
previous  to  his  going  to  fettle  in  Holland,  h^ 
took  leave  of  his  Sovereign  Henry  the  Fourth 
of  France,  who  merely  faid  to  him,  ^*  So,  M» 
"  TEfcale,  the  Dutch  have  fent  for  you  !  They 
"  will,  I  fuppofe,  give  you  a  very-handfom? 
"  penfion :  I  am  very  glad  qf  it."  Then  care^ 
lefsly  turning  to  him,  he  faid,  '*  Pray,  Sir,  is  it 
*'  true,  that  you  have  fometimcs  been  tharee 
»*  weeks  without  blowing  yoivnofe?'* 

§  Scaliger, 
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,  ScaKger,  in  his  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
iecond  Epiftle,  fays,  *^  Even  the  befl:  fcholars 
**  among  the  EngUfti  fpeak  Latin  with  fo 
"  wretched  a  pronunciation,  that  I  remember 
^^  being  in  cpng)any  with  an  Englifhman  of 
•'  that  defcription,  who  talked  Latin  to  me  for 
*^  a  complete  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  whom  I 
**  underflood  no  more  than  if  he  had  talked 
•*  Arabic  *.  I  made  my  excufcs  for  not  anfwer- 
•'  ing  him,  as  I  did  not  very  well  undcrftand 
•^  Englifli.  On  this  my  friend,  who  introduced 
•*  him  to  me,  burft  out  into  a  loud  fit  of 
•*  laughter;  fo  that  I  could  never  afterwards 
**  fee  him  without  confufion/* 

The  pronunciation  of  Latin  by  Engliflimen,^ 
iettii^  afide  all  reafons  deduced  from  the  make 
of  the  letters,  the  founds  of  the  vowels,  and  the 
rules  for  the  pronunciation  p(  them  that  have 
been  laid  down  by  Quintilian  and  by  others,  is 
furely  defedive,  as  it  differs  from  the  pronun- 
ciation of  all  other  Nations,  and  renders  an 
Ei^Hfliman  out  of  his  own  country,  and  even 
in  Scotland,  when  he  fpeaks  Latin,  as  unintelli- 
gible as  if  he  were  fpeaking  the  Hottentot  Ian* 
guage.  It  would  be  furely  worth  wliile  in  our 
fchools  to  teach  the  Italian  pronunciation  of 

•  Quim  fi  Tutcici  hfuerefm't 

>  Latin, 
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Latin,  which  we  may  neccflarily  fuppofe  to  he 
the  moft  perfeft,  and  which  was  adopted  by 
Milton  himfelf*  when  he  taught  fchodi  in 
London. 


ZOUIS  THE  THIRrEENrtI, 

KINO  OF  FRANCE,  CALLED  TH£  JUST- 
[1610-^1643.^ 

Tnfe  difaftrous  fate  of  Henry  the  Fourth  pre-* 
vented  this  Prince  from  completing  that  educa- 
tion which  the  excellent  Prince  his  father  wpulrf 
liave  givefi  hifti.  Of  the  defedk  of  this  he  wa* 
io  fenfiblef,  that  hearing  fome  young  perfbns  of 
his  own  age  engaged  in  a  ferit>us  cohverfation, 
he  ran  into  his  clofet,  where  M.  Bordas  (wfio 
was  then  his  favouiite)  found  hirii  in  tears ,  and 
on  aiking  the  Prince  the  re^fon  of  f  heni,  he  told 
him,  "  I  lament  my  fituation  ektifemely*-  The 
•'  children  of  private  gentlemen  are  more  happy 
*'  than  thofe  of  Sovereigns*  They  are  in- 
**  ftrufted  in  the  knowledge  of  the  world  and 
**  in  bulinefs.  As  for  Princes,  their  ignorance 
•^  is  defirable  to  thofe  aboiit  them,  as  they  may 
**  then  more  eafily  render  themfelves  mafters 
"  of  and  deceive  them*    Hence  arife  the  mif- 

*^  ibrtunes 
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>  ibrtunes  of  States,  and  the  fmall  degree  of 
«  ieputation  wHch  Sovereigns  poflefs  in  the 
**  world/* 

On  the  death  of  the  Marefchal  d'Ancre,  he 
fcid,  «  God  be  thanked  for  his  death !  Send  me 
"  hither  the  old  fervants  of  my  fkther,  and  the 
«  old  Members  of  my  Council  of  State:  I  will 
"  in  future  be  direded  by  their  advice." 

This  Prince  had  occafionally  fits  of  ftrength' 
of  mind,  but  they  were  not  lafting.  When  the 
Deputies  from  the  Huguenots  of  France  re- 
quefted  him  to  confirm  the  decrees  in  their  fa- 
vour,  which  were  rather  extorted  fword  in  hand 
than  granted  fieely,  and  quoted  to  him  the 
examples  of  Henry  the  Third  and  Henry  the 
Fourth,  who  favoured  themj  Louis  replied, 
«  Henry  the  Third  was  afraid  of  you,  and  my 
«  fother  loved  you :  now  I  neither  fear  nor 
•«  love  you*-" 

*  When  after  the  fiege  of  Rochelle,  the  Deputies  from 
rije  Huguenots  in  that  city  came  to  deliver  the  keys  of  it  ' 
to  Louis  the  Thirteenth,  they  told  him,  that  they  came  to  ' 
throw  themfelves  at  his  feet.     M.  de  Manllac,  who  was 
pfcfent,  faid,  "You  are  not  come,  Gentlemen,  to  throw  ' 
1*  yourfrfvM  at  the  King's  feet,  but  you  have  Men  at 
^  tkem  in  dei^  of  yourfelves." 

'•       ;  "■  "When  ' 
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When  Madame  de  Boutevilfen  and  fome  ftuJff 
JLadies  of  diftinaion,  entreated  him  to  favc  th^ 
38fe  of  M.  de  Bouteville)  who  was  condemned  tc9 
be  beheaded  fot  fighting  a  duel^  he  replied,  "  I 
•'  feel  hb  lofe  As  fenfibly  as  any  of  you,  but 
•*  my  confcience  forbids  me  to  grant_  him  ^ 
•*  pardon/* 

When  Lord Leiceftef  waitedupDn  this  IPrincd' 
to  know  whether  he  intended  to  aflift  the  tar* 
liament  of  England  againft  Charles  the  Firfl,  he 
replied,  "  Le  Rot  mm  frere  peufe^e  aJfurJ,  qut 
**  je  tCmme  point  les  rehtlks  et  les  fcdttieuHty  et  qui 
^  je  ne  les  ajjifiera  jamais  cdnire  leur  Prince"^ 
**  The  King  my  brother  may  reft  affured,  that 
•*  I  am  no  friend  to  rebels  and  feditions  people } 
**  and  that  I  will  never  alSft  them  againft  their. 
^*  Sovereign*."     Had  the  Cabinet  of  the  tin- 
fortunate  Louis  XVI.  been  of  this  opinion;  had' 
tliey  not  affifted  the  Britilh  Colonies  in  Ame* 
rica  j^inft  their  Mother-country  j   had  they 
not  fuffered  the  fubje^s  of  their  own  defpotic 

•  Yet  fuch  is  the  good  faith  of  politicians,  that  Louis,  oif 
rather  his  Minifler,  Cardinal  Richelieu^  did  interfere  iti  the 
difputes  between  Charles  the  Firft  and  his  Parliament*  Th# 
French  Agents  were  very  bufyini  Scotland*  and  ft  letter  of 
Richelieu's  wasdctefied^in  which  helaid,  -**  Before  a  ycaf 
•*  is  elapfed,  the  King  of  Englf«i4.,ftatt  knoyir  that  I  aai* 
'^  not  8k  ]^erfon  to  be  defpifed*'* 

nation 
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nation  lo  take  thofe  leffoi\$  of  liberty  at  a 
diftance  which  they  afterwards  came  and  re* 
peated  with  fuch  energy  at  home;  France  mighty 
perhaps,  have  efcaped  her  paft  and  her  prcfent 
jhorrors> 

The  French  have  generally  afiefted  to  difldn- 
guifli  their  Sovereigns  by  fpecific  names ;  and  it 
has  commody  happened,  that  they  have  treated 
thofe  worfe  than  the  reft,  whom  they  had  diftin- 
guiflied  by  the  moft  honourable  appellation  *w 
Loiiis  XIIL  was  called  «  the  Jufts'*  and  as  he 
had  not  any  particular  virtues,  or  any  taknts^ 
except  that  of  being  a  good  ftiot>  fome  one 
feidi  **  //  etoitjufte^iirer  dc  rarquebufeJ* 

Louis  feems  to  have  chofen  his  Minifters  for 
Veiy  difierent  reafons  c  the  one,  le  Due  de  Luyncs^ 
for  being  an  excellent  bird-catcherj  Des  Noyers^, 
for  finging  hynms  with  him  j  and  Richelieu^ 
whole  talents  he  revered>  and  whofc  choradter 

•  Louis  XII.  was  called  by  his  fubjefks  **  Le  Jiifte,"  and 
■*  Ac  Father  of  his  People."  Him  they  treated  with  ridi- 
cufe^  and  took  off  to  his  face  bpon  the  fiage;  and  in  our 
times  they  have  brought  to  the  fcaffold  a  Frince  dignMed 
with  the  tide  of  **  Le  Jufte  ;*'  a  title  which  he  cmincntljr 
deferved)  as  the  whole  aim  of  his  life  was  to  comply  with 
the  widies  of  his  people,  and  to  let  the  general  will  of  the 
Nation  prevail  orcr  the  inditridual  will  of  the  Sove- 
reign. 
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he  detefted,  becaufe  he  could  not  govern  hfe 
kingdom  without  him.  Louis  was'  extremely 
devout,  and  compofed  a  private  office  of  devotion 
with  this  title :  "  Parv^e  Ckrijiiana  Pietatis  Offi- 
"  cia  per  Chrijlianum  Regem  Ludovicum  XIIL 
**  ordinatay  Dubois,  one  of  his  Valets-de- 
Chambre,  publilhed  a  very  curious  account  of 
the  laft  illnefe  of  "this  Prince,  in  which  he  ap^ 
-pears  to  have  been  an  extremely  patient  and  re- 
iigned  fufFerer.  His  refledions  on  feeing  the 
towers  of  St.  Denis  (the  place  of  fepulture  of 
the  Kings  of  France)  from  the  windows  of  the 
palace  of  St.  Germain,  difplay  a  magnanimity 
and  a  refignation  to  the  laft  hard  law  of  fate, 
which  thofe  in  eminent  fituatioxis  do  not  often 
difcover. 

•*  Not  many  hours  before  my  Sovereign 
"  died,'*  fays  Dubois,  *^  waking  fuddenly  from 
"  a  long  and  deep  fleep,  he  called  the  iVince 
"  of  Conde  to  his  bed -fide.  I  have  been  dream- 
"  ing,  my  coufin,  faid  he,  that  your  fon  the 
**  Efuke  d'Enguien  had  come  to  an  engagement 
"  with  the  enemy;  that  the  battle  was  very 
"  long  and  obftinate;  that  the  victory  hung 
"  in  fufpence  for  fome  time;  but  that  after 
"  great  efforts  on  both  fides  we  got  the  better, 
"  and  remained  mafters  of  the  field.  This,'* 
adds  Dubois,   "  was  prophetic  of  the  battle 
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**  of  Rocroy,  which  was  gained  by  the  Dae 
J  d'Eiajguien,  .at  the .  fame  time,  that  the  Kii^ 
M  meSntioned   his  dreams  to    the   Prince   of 


i-' 


^  Louis,  like  his  fon,  and  all  other  Sovereignsi 
who,  dunng  their  lives,  have  wafted  the  treafurq;,. 
ihed  the  blood,  and  deftroyed  the  happinefs  o£ 
their  fubjefts  by  unnecefTary  wars,  felt  upon  his' 
death-bed  great  remorfe  for-tlipfe  in  which-  he 
had  been  engaged.,  "  He  faid  one  day,  in.  a 
*'  loud  tone  of  voice,"  fays  Dubois,  "  Que^ 
**  ^^etoit  Id  volontl  de  Dieu  qu*Urevint  au  mondCy  il 
**  luiplut  hi  f  aire  la  grace  de  donner  la  paix  a  touU 
<*  r Europe :  That  if  it  was  the  will  of  God  that 
^^  he  ftiould  be  reftored  to  life,  he  hoped  that, 
**  it  would  pleafe  him  to  permit  him  to  give 
**  peace  to  all  Europe*" 

^*  Memoire  fidele  des  Chofes  qui  font  pajfees  a  la 
^  Mori  de  LoxTis  XIII.  Roi  du  France, 
*^  par  Dubois,  Pun  des  Valets  de  Chamhrc 
*•  deja  MajeJlS,  le  14  Mai  1 643/' 


MARY  DE  MEDICIS, 

MOTHER  OF  LOUIS  XIII, 


When  this  Princefs  made  her  efcape- from 

the  Caftle  of  Blois  to  join  the  DulSie  of  Epernon 

M  2  at 


Digitized 


by^Google 


4$4  MJkSct  aOE.  fitxrtct$. 

4t  Ang6ulcfme^  ihc  let  hcrfelf  down  from  th* 
window  of  the  caftle  by  ^  the  fheets  of  .her  bed 
She  intended  to  have, taken  with  her  a  valuable 
cafket  filled  with  jewels,  but  on  reaching  thfe 
gfound,  (he  difcoyered  that  in  the  agitation  of 
her  mind  ihe  had  forgotten  them.  It  was  now 
too  late  to  think  of  recovering  them,  and  ft\e 
proceeded  on  her  journey  on  horfeback. 

Among  the  archives  of  the  Parliafneiit  of 
Paris^  is  a  lingular  petition  of  this  Queen : 

**  Supplie  Marie  Reine  de  France  fsf  de  Na* 
^  varre,  difant  que  depuis  le  2^  de  Fevrier  au* 
**  roit  efe  Prifonnierg  au  Chateau  de  Compeigne^ 
•*  fans  etre  ni  aceufee  ni  Joupgonnee.^^ 

This  Princefs  fliould  have  been  treated  with; 
more  refpedt  by  the  people  of  Paris  than  flie 
met  with.  She  contributed  much  to-embellifh 
that  city  by  architedture  and  by  painting.  .The 
Palace  of  the  Luxembourg,  and  its  celebrated 
<5allery  painted  by  Rubens,  owe  their  exiftence 
to  her. 

Mary  was  extremely  fond  of  devices.  On  the 
birtli  of  her  fon  ftie  took  that  of  Juno  leaning 
on  a  peacock,  thus  infcribed  : 

.     .    .  '  Kif^  partuque  b^ta. 

When 
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Whca  &e  was  cafiamincd  before  on*  of  the 
PrcficUnts  of  the  Parliamcat  of  I^ris,  rbfpciiing 
fimie  int]%uea  £he  had  entered  into  againft  the 
Cst&oai  dc  Bichdicu,  (^e  faid  of  him,  **  that 
^*  fhe  believed  he  was  the  g^eateft  diflfemblef 
**  jthat  ever  ex2led ;  that,  he  could  feem  what-^ 
*•  ever  he  pieafed;  that  in  one  half  hour  he 
**  could  look  as  if  he  were  djipg,  and  that  in 
**  the  next  he  could  aflume  the  appearance  of 
**  full  health  and  of  chearfulnefs." 

The  Cardinal,  who  had  been  the  fervant  of 
this  Queen,  drove  her  out  of  the  kingdom  of 
France,  and  ftie  died  at  Cologne.  Chigi,  the 
Pope^s  t-egate  in  that  city,  aflifted  her  in  her 
laft  moments.  With  great  difgculty  he  pre* 
vailed  upon  her  to  fay  that  (he  forgave  Riche- 
lieu; but  when  he  pr^fled  hfcr  to  fend  the  Car- 
dinal a  bracelet,  or  ^  ring,  as  a  token  of  her  per* 
fcft  recoiiciliation  with  ^  hinj,  ihe  exclaime3, 
*•  Quejo  6  pur  /ro/^.— This  is  inide§4  toQ 
^  much  !'*  m^  died  fopQ  afterward^ 

"  Xn  the  month  of  Auguft  1 641/'  fays  Lilly, 
**  I  beheld  the  old  Queen-Mother  of  France^ 
Mary  of  Medicis,  departing  from  London, 
in  company  of  Thomas  Earl  of  Arundel.  A 
fed  fpeijtacje  of  mortality  it  was^  arid  pro- 
U  ^  ^  d«cc4 
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1*  duccd  tears  from  mine  eyes,  and  many  other 
^*  beholders,  to  fee  an  aged,  lean,  decrepid,  po<3? 
^  Queen,  ready  for  her  grave,  neceffitated  to 
•*  depart  hence,  having  no  place  of  Jifidence 
"  left  her,  but  where  the  courtefy.  of  her  hard 
^*  fortune  affigned  it.  .  She  had  been  the  only 
^  (lately  and  rhagnificcnt  woman  of  Europe, 
♦*  wife  to  the  greateft  King  that  ever  lived  in 
^*  France,  mother  unto  one  King  and  lanto  twa 
«  Queens/' 


ANNE  OF  AUSTRIA, 

.<IUEEN  Tq  LOVIS  %Hl.  KINQ  OF  FRANCE. 

This  Princefs  was  continually  harafled  hf 
the  imperious  Cardinal' de  Richelieu/  Heoq- 
cafionaily  caufed  her  to  be  examined  by  fome 
gf  the  Prefidents  pf  the  Parliament  of  P^ris, 
refpeftihg  the' plots  that  were  carrying  on  in 
Spain  againft  'his  Adminiftration,  On  one  of 
thefe  trying  occafions,  the  faid  to  him,  *^  M.  h 
♦'  Cardinal^  Dieu  ne  paye  pas  toutes  les  femaines^ 
*^  mats  enfin  il  paye — My  I^ord'  Cardinal,  Qo<^ 
*'  does  not  fettle  his  accounts  with  mankind 
«  every  week^  but  at'l^  he  fettles  tliem  witt\ 
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This  Princefs,  in  fpite  of  the  crael  treatment 
flie  had  received  from  Cardinal  Richelieu,  was 
ftill  fo  confcious  of  his  great  talents  for  govern- 
ing, that  on  feeing  a  pidure  of^  him,  foon  after 
ftie  became  Regent  of  France,  fhe  exclaimed, 
**  If  Richelieu  had  lived  to  this  time,  he  would 
**  have  been  more  powerful  than  even"  Ma- 
dame de  Baviere,  in  her  Letters,  fays,  "  Abbe 

^  n was  detected  in  an  intrigue :  Anne  of 

**  Auftria  however  did  much  worfe;  fhe  was 
*^  not  contented  with  intriguing  with  Cardinal 
**  Mazarin,  ftie  married  him."  This  (he  could 
do,  as  the  Cardinal  had  not  taken  prieft's  or- 
ders. Mazarin,  however,  became  very  foon 
tired  of  the  Queen,  and  ufed  her  very  ill,  the 
ufual  cpnfequence  of  fuch  a  marriage.  Yet 
■when  Mazarin  founded  this  Queen  refpedling 
the  marriage  of  her  fon  Louis  the  Fourteenth 
ivith  one  of  his  nieces,  fhe  nobly  replied,  "  If 
**  the  King  was  capable  of  degrading  himfelf  fo 
*^  far,  I  would  put  myfelf  with  my  fecond  fon 
^  at  the  head  of  the  whole  French  Nation 
•*  againfl  the  Kin^  and  againft  you." 

The  following  Impromptu  of  Voiture  to  this 
Queen,  who,  on  feeing  him  walking  alone,  afked 
him  of  what  he  was  thinking,  gives  fome  foun- 
dation to  the  report  of  her  taking  in  very  good 
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part  the  gallantry  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham 
to  her : 

y/  penjiis  (car  nous  autres  Poetes^ 

Nous  penfons  extravagement)j 
Ce  que^  dans  Fhumeur  ou  vous  ites^ 

VousfieruZiJi  dans  ce  moment 
Fotts  avifiez  en  cette  place 

Venir  U  J)uc  de  Buckinghami 
£t  Uquelferoii  en  difgraccj 

-P#  l^iy^  (^  ^  fere'*  Vincent. 

hi  the  Dutchefs  of  Norfolk's  feat  at  Holme» 
near  HerefcMrd,  ther^  is  a  whole-length  portrait 
of  the  Princcfsj,  with  this  infcription,  "  Anne 
^  Reim  de  Ftance^  gr^e  ck  ^^  mm-y  fait  pat 
^  BeaubruH  1638  :'*  and  indeed  the  Queen'^ 
pregnancy  is  pretty  vifible  in  the  pi'iSture^ 


J.A  MARECHAI,  D'ANCRE, 

Tpisi  yp(^ar(  Mmifter,  by  name  Concini,  an4 
fofter-brother  to  Mary  de  Medicis,  was  fo  in?! 
folent,  that  he  \i^?d  to  call  the  Gentlemen 
who  were  in  his  train,,  *^  My  Hundred-a^ 
year  Scouiidrcls/*  Concini  governed  l^'rance  (q, 
wretchedly  and  fo  defpotig^ly,  that  Malherbe 
fei^  after  his  death,  ^'  Now  i^  h^  pleafed  Heat 


Jhc  Queen's  ^onfeffor; 
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^  yen  to  take  Concini  away  from  us,  we  hwe  no 
*'  prayer  left  to  make/* 

Howell,  in  his  Letters,  relates  this  account 
of  the  death  of  the  Marftial  d*  Ancre  from  an 
eye-witnefs :  **  The  young  King  Louis  XIIL 
**  being  told  that  the  Marfhal  d' Ancre  waj 
"  the  ground  of  the  difcontent  amongft  the 
*'  people  of  Paris,  cfommanded  M.  d6  Vitry, 
^  Captain  of  the  Guards,  to  arreft  him,  and 
^  in  cafe  of  refiftance  to  kill  him.  This  bu-^ 
♦*  finefs  was  carried  very  clofely  till  the  next 
"  morning,  that  the  faid  Marquis  was  coming 
^*  to  the  JL^nivre,  with  a  ruffling  train  of  gal- 
**  lants  after  him,  and  paffihg  over  the  draw* 
•*  bridge  at  the  Court-gate,  Vitry  ftood  there 
♦*  with  the  King's  guard  about  him,  and,  as 
^*  the  Marquis  entered,  he  told  him  that  he 
^*  had  a  commiflion  from  the  King  to  ap- 
♦*  prehend  him,  and  therefore  he  demanded 
*•  his  fword.  The  Marquis  hereupon  put  his 
^*  h^nd  upon  his  fword  j  fome  thought  to  yield 
♦*  it  up,  others  to  make  oppbfition.  In  the 
♦*  mean  time,  Vitry  difcharged  ^  piftol  at  him, 
^*  and  fo  difpatched  him.  The  King,  being 
^  abovp  in  his  gallery,  a&ed  what  noife  that 
"  was  below.  One  fmilingly  anfwered,  No- 
♦*  thing.  Sir,  but  that  the  Marfhal  d*  Ancre 
«  ^s  fl^in,    Who  flew  him  ^  The  Captam  of 
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••  your  Guards.  Why?  Becaufe  lie  w<nild 
•*  have  drawn  his  fword  at  your  Majefty's  royal 
"  commiflion.  The  King  then  replied,  Vitry 
**  has  done  well ;  and  I  wiU  maintain  the  aft. 
**  Prefently  the  Queen-Mother  had  all  her 
"  guards  taken  from  her,  except  fix  men  and 
**  fixteen  women,  and  fo  (he  was  banifhed 
•*  Paris,  and  commianded  to  retire  to  Blois, 
•*  Ancre's  body  was  buried  that  night  in  a 
♦*  church-yard  by  the  Court;  but  the  next 
•*  morning  the  lacqueys  and  pages  (who  ^re 
•*  more  unhappy  here  than  the  apprentices  of 
♦*  London)  broke  up  his  grave,  tor^  the  coffin 
**  to  pdeccsj'ripped  the  winding41\eet,  and  tied 
^  his  body  to  an  ^s's  tail,  and  fo  dragged  him 
^  up  and  down  the  gutters  of  Paris  (which  are 
^  none  of  the  {weeteftj ;  they  theft  iliced  off 
♦*  his  ears^  and  nailed  them  upon  the  gates  of 
♦*  the  city  r  they  cut  o|F  his  genitories,  and  fent 
*•  them  as  a  prefcnt  to  the  Duke  of  Maine, 
U  The  reft  of  bis  body  they  carried  to,  the 
^  new  bridge,  and  hung  himi  his  heels  upwards 
•'  and  his  head  downward^,  upon  a  ftew  gibbet, 
**  that  had  been  fet  up  a  little  before  to  punifh 
**  them  who  fliould,  fpeak  ill  of  the  prefent 
"  Government,  and  it  was  his  chance  to  liave 
♦*  the  firft  fruits  of  H  himfelf.  His  wife,  was 
^*  hereupon  apprehended,  imprifoned,  and  be-^ 
♦M^e^ded  for  a  witch,  fonje  few  days  afterj^ 
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V  upon  a  furmife  that  (he  had  enchanted  the 
^*  Queen  to  dote  fo  upon  her  hulband ;  and 
^*  they  iky,  the  young  King's  pifture  was 
*^  found  in  her  clofet,  in  virgin  wax,  with  one 
<*  leg  melted  away,  A  little  after,  a  procefs  was 
**  formed  againft  the  Marquis  her  hulband,  and 
^^  fo  he  was  condemned  after  death.  This  was 
**  a  right  aft  of  a  French  popular  fury,  which, 
♦*  like  an  angry  torrent,  is  irrefiftible,  nor  can 
♦•  any  banks,  boundaries,  or  dykes,  flop  the 
^*  impetuous  rage  of  it/' 


LE  CHEVALIER  DE  GUISE, 

This  Nobleman,  true  to  his  race,  frotn  car^ 
lieft  life  exhibited  the  charafteriftic  of  family 
courage.  In  a  Letter  in  Sir  Ralph  Winwode's 
CoUeftion  of  State  Papers,  dated,  Paris,  3otli. 
Pec,  1612,  it  is  faid; 

«  The  Duke  (then  Chevalier  de  Guife,  his 
^*  brother  being  alive)  meeting  fome  days  fincc 
•*  with  the  Baron  de  Luz  in  the  ftreet,  chal- 
^*  lenged  him  to  come  out  of  his  coach  to  fight 
^*  him,  and  killed  him  on  the  place.  The 
^<  ground  of  which  quarrel  is  pretended  to 
l^^  have  been,  for  that  the  iaid  Baron  did  of 
«*  iatQ  let  fall  fon^Q  words  that  he  was  of  coun- 
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^  cfl  to  the  killing  of  the  late  Duke  of  Guife 
^  at  Blois,  and  that  he  had  hindered  the  Mar» 
^  flial  of  jBrif^c  from  difcovering  that  pur* 

^  pofe;* 

In  anotheir  Letter  in  the  fame  Colleftion^ 
dated  Paris,  Januarjr  26^  1 6  j  2>  it  is  added, 

**  A  duel  has  happened  between  the  Cheva* 
•*  lier  de  Guife  and  the  young  Baron  de  Luz  j 
•*  who^  to  revenge  his  father's  death,  hath  caft 
**  himfelf  into  the  fame  misfortune.  He  hath 
**  been  niuch  more  pitied  tha^  his  father,  both 
**  for  the  ground  of  his  quarrel,  and  for  his 
^  own  worthy  he  being  one  of  the  beft  horftt* 
•*  men  in  this  Court,  and  of  a  very  good  pou-» 
'**  i»ge,  as  he  hath  ftiewed  in  this  priyate  fight, 
^  vrfiich  was  very  long  and  very  well  maintaine4 
•^  on  both  fides,  for  he  had  three  mortal  wounds^ 
^  and  the  Chevalier  five,  but  all  very  fayour-* 
♦*  able,  fo  that  he  is  almoft  already  recovei^d 
••  of  them,  and  his  fecond  alfo,  a  Knight  of 
^  Malta^  called  M.  de  Grignan,  who  had  9, 
^  dangerous  thruft  through  the  body*  The 
^  Baron's  fecond,  call^  Riolet,  had  only  a  cut 
^  in  his  hand.  Of  all  thefe  champions,  thq 
♦•  Chevalier  hath  carried  away  the  chief  honour  j 
*♦  XlCrt  fo  much  for  the  refpcft  of  his  quality^^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


:  XE    CHEVALIER    DE   GUISE.  t^§ 

*^-  which  he  hath  neglefted  in  this  adlion,  as 
**  for  his  readinefs  in  the  acceptance  of  the 
*'  combat,  and  for  his  valour  in  the  perform-* 
•*  ance  thereof  with  fo  favourable  a  fuccefs; 
^  for  as  foon  as  he  had  received  the  challenge, 
**  whicli  was  early  in  the  morning,  he  did  not 
**  take  the  leifure  to  read  it,  but  put  the  feme 
^  in  his  pocket,  and  made  himfelf  prefently 
•*  ready ;  offering  to  Riolet,  who  brought  him 
**  the  challenge,  to  go  fingle  along  with  him 
•*  ,to  meet  the  Baron,  who  was  already  out 
^  of  the  gates ;  but  feeing  he  was  defirous  to 
••  have  a  fecond,  he  fent  fecretly  upon  another 
**  pretence  for  the  (aid  Knight  of  Malta;  and 
**  fo  having  taken  each  of  them  a  lakey  and  a 
"  good  horie  out  of  the  Duke  of  Guife  his 
•*  ftable,  they  went  forth  and  met  the  (aid 
••  Baron  de  Luz  with  his  fecond,  with  whom 
•*  they  ^eed  to  fight  in  their  fliirts  on  horfe- 
•*  back ;  which  as  foon  as  the  Duke  of  Guife 
/*  und^ood,  he  caufed  the  gates  of  his  houfe 
"  to  be  (hut,  left  that  any  of  his  fervants  or 
**  friends  fhould  go  to  his  brother's  affiftance  j 
**  which  action  of  theirs  hath  gotten  them 
^  SL  great  reputation  here.  And  fo  far  was 
^  Ae  Q^een  from  fliewing  herfelf  offended 
**  with  it  when  (he  underftood  the  manner 
•*  thereof,  as  that  both  the  Kipg  and  (he  fent 
6  "  pr^ntly^ 
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**  pfefehtly  to  vifit  the  Chevalier  de  Giiife,  aiKl 
^  all  the  great  ones  of  this  Court  have  alfo  vi* 
"  fitedhimv" 


HENRI  DUG  m  MONTMORENCL 

WheIt  tlenry  the  I^ourth  held  this  illuf-^ 
trious  and  unfortunate  Prince  in  his  arms 
as  his  godfather  at  the  chriftening,  he  {aid, 
**  What  a  fine  infant  is  this  fon  of  mine !  If 
"  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  fhould  fail,  there  is 
"  no  Family  in  Europe  that  has  fuch  claims 
•^  as  his  to  the  Crown  of  France,  of  which 
•*  it  has  always  fupported  and  increafed  the 
**  Iplendor,  at  the  expence  of  its  own  blood/* 

.  As  this  illuftrious  Nobleman  was  one  day 
playing  at  hazard,  he  won  a  confiderable  fum  of 
money.  A  gentlebian  flanding  near  him  faid 
to  his  friend,  "  That  now  is  a  fum  which,  would 
"  make  a  Gentleman's  fortune." — "  Would  it 
"  fo.  Sir  ?'*  replied  the  Duke ;  "  take  it  then,  I 
^  only  v(iQi  that  it  were  more.*' 

As  the  Duke  was  walking  one  day  in  the 
fields  near  Thouloufe  with  another  Nobleman, 
their  difcourfe  turned  upon  the  happinefs  of 
men  in  different  fituations,  and  whether  thofe 

were 
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ivere  moft  to  be  envied  who  were  in  emiiient^ 
<iT  thofe  who  were  in  low  fituations  of  life, 
**  Ho  !**  fays  the  Duke,  on  obferving  three  ot 
/''*four  peafajnts,  who  were  making  their  fragal 
meal  under  a  tree',  **  thefc  men  fhall  fettle  the 
**  point  for  us/*  He  comes  up  to  them,  and 
accofting  them  in  his  ufual  gracious  manner 
lays,  **  My  friends,  are  yoii  happy  ?  Pray  tcU 
**  me."  Three  of  them  told  him,  *^  that 
^*  confining  their  happinefe  to  a  few  acres 
•'  which  they  had  received  from  their  anceftors, 
**  they  defired  nothing  farther/*  The  fourth 
faid,  "  that  all  that  he  wifiied  was  'to  be  able 
**  to  regain  the  poffeflion  of  a  part  of  his  pa- 
**  trijmony,  which  had  paffed  into  other  hands 
^  by  the  misfortunes  of  fome  of  his  family/* 
"  Well  then,  my  friend,  if  you  had  it  ^ain, 
^*  you  think  that  you  fliould  be  happy  ?*'— 
"  As  happy,  my  Lord  Duke,  I  think,  as  a  man 
^  can  poflibiybe  in  this  world,*'  "  What  would 
**  it  coft  you  to  recover  it  ?'*  "  Two  thoufand 
«  livres.  Sir."—"  Well,  theh,^  faid  the  Duke, 
turning  to  one  of  his  attendants,  **  prefent  him 
"  with  the  money,  that  I  may  fay  I  have  had 
^'  the  fatisfadion  to-day  of  nrnking  one  perfon 
'^  happy.** 

When  Louis  XIIL  prefented. him  with  the 
Marfhal*s  flafF  of  France,  be  faid,  </Takc  it, 

"  my 
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^  my  coufih }  you  will  do  it  more  hpnout  than 
**  it  will  do  to  you.*^     The  fame  Sovcreiga 
leeing  him  as  he  was  fetting  out  for  the  expe* 
dition  againft  Piedmont,  exclaimed,  "  Foih  iih 
.plus  brave  homme  de  'mm  Royamne.^ 

After  the  battle  of  Veillailb,  Whcr6  the  Duktf 
behaved  with  the  greateft  valour,  M.  de  Cra» 
mail  alked  him^  if  amidft  fo'  many  dangers 
he  had  at  istll  thought  of  death.  *^  I  have 
^  learnedj  Sir,"  replied  the  Duke^  "  from  my 
"  anceftors,  that  the  moft  glorious  life  is  that 
**  which  finifhes  on  a  viftorious  field  of  bat* 
**  tie." 

When  he  was  taken  prifoher  at  tlie  battle  <^ 
Caftelnaudari,  and  was  condemned  to  death 
by  the  Parliament  of  TotJoufe,  as  bearing  arms 
againft  his  Sovereign,  he  faid  to  the  two  Judges 
who  came  to  his  prifon  to  Cgnify  to  him  tl» 
fentence  which  the  Parliament  had  pronounced 
againft  him,  "  Gentlemen,  I  thank  you  and  your 
**  illuftrious  Court.  Aflure  them  that  I  look 
**  upon  this  fentence  no  lefs  as  proceeding  from 
*^  the  mercy  of  Heaven,  than  from  the  juftice; 
^*  of  niy  Prince*" 

5t.  Preuil,  who  headed  the  troop  which  took 
the  Duke  prifoncr  after  the  battle  of  Caftehiau- 
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dari>  fdl  at  the  feet  of  bis  Soverciga,  to  requeft  , 
the  life  of  his  illuftrious  captive-  Richelieu^ 
jy^9  ffas  prefer^  while  he  was  thus  ibrcibly  iiU'- 
ploring  the. clemency  of  Louis^  cried  out,  "  St» 
**  i^ifeuil,  if  .hi?  ?^^ajpfty  .were  to  t;re^  you  &s 
**  you  defcrve,  jje  wo^dJajr  your  hcfid  at  your 
^'  h^eljs^^/* 

Montmorency  when  brought  to  his  trial  at 
Thouloufe,  was,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  ob* 
icrved  .with  ftate-prifoi^ers  in  Fraoi^e,  placed 
,upon  a  ftool  on  a  leyel  with  the  Court*    When 
the  Judges  delivered  their  opinions, relpcftifig 
.the  fentence  that  was  .to  take  place  upon  this 
^ffiftinguifhed  culprit,  the  firft  to  whqm  the 
Prefident  appUed,  gave  his  opinion  for  death> 
the  dreadful  but  ^well-deferved  punifliment  of 
him  who  appears  in  arms  againfl  his  Sove^ 
.reign,    ^hereft,  »Qne  by  one,  rofe  from  then: 
fea^s,  uncovered  their  heads,  but.faid  nothii^i 
too  plainly  fliewipg,  by  their  mournful  filenpe, 
the  cryel  neceffity  they  were  under  to  difpenfe 
the  rigid  fentence  of  the  law,  however  at  vari- 
ance with  their  wiflies  and  their  afiedUons. 

*  The  cardinal  never  forgive  St.  prcuU  fc^  telling  his 
friends,  ^*  that  if  he  had  known  that  the  Duke  was  to  have 
^  periflied  on  a  fcaffbld^  he  would  huve  blown  hb  brains 
"  out  when  he  took  Win  prifoner." 

yoL,  IV.  y  Jhe 
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The  Chancellor  Seguier,  Richelieu's  meaneft 
minion,  and  who  had  been  brought  up  by  the 
father  of  the  Duke,  prefided  at  this  tribunal  (as 
it  is  faid)  at  his  own  particular  defire.  On  his 
aiking  the  Duke  in  the  ufual  forms  of  French 
crinainal -proceduie,  *^What  was  his  name?'* 
the  Duke  replied,  "  I  am  fure.  Sir,  you  ought 
♦*  to  know  it,  who  have  fo  long  eaten  the  bread 
«  ofcurHoufe." 

The  Duke  appeared  much  affected  when  he 

was  aiked  whether  he  had  any  children ;  with 

rcfpeft  to  every  thing  elfe,  he  made  his  anfwefs 

as  fliort  as  poffible,     lie  not  only  admitted  the 

h,&s  of  which  he  was  accufed,  but  confefled 

feveral  charges  that  were  not  brought  againft 

him,  in  hopes  to  fave  the  lives  of  thofe  who 

had  followed  him  in  his  fatal  expedition.    When 

he  was  aiked,  whether  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  his 

Sovereign's  brother,  had  not  prevailed  upon 

him  to  take  up  arms  aginft  their  mutual  Sovc- 

'  reign ;  he  replied,  "  that  he  did  not  pretend  to- 

*  **  lay  any  blame  upon  him,  but  that  it  was 

"  his  accurfed  dcftiny  which  had  precipitated 

"  him  into  fb  grpat  a  crime  ,*  yet  he  always 

protcfted,  in  the  moft  iblemn  manner,  that  he 

Jiad  not  the  Icaft  intention  to  affeft  the  govern- 

mcnt  of  the  country.     • 

^:.i     ,  -. .  The 
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iThe  Duke,  foon  after  he  had  undei^one  his 
interrogatory,  begged  to  be  permitted  to  retire 
jfor  a  moment^  when,  addreffing  the  tribunal 
with  a  moft  refpeftftil  bow,  he  faid,  "  Gen^ 
**  tkmen,  I  had  nearly  forgotten  to  tell  you> 
^^  that  when  M.  Guillemot  was  confronted  with 
"  me,  I  accufed  him  of  having  counterfeited 
**  my  feai.  I  was  then  greatly  agitated.  I 
*^  now  completely  difcharge  him  from  the  ac- 
^*  cufation  whicph  I  made  againft  him  in  that 
**  fituation.  He  is  an  honeft  man.  I  figned 
**  'with  my  own  hand  the  agreement  with  the 
<*  States  of  Languedoc/* 

Soon  after  the  condemnation  of  the  Duke, 
the  King  fent  for  his  Marflial's  Staff  and  his 
Collar  of  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Thefe 
diftinguifhed  marks  of  the  Sovereign's  favour^ 
and  of  the  Duke's  merit,  were  brought  to 
Louis  as  he  was  playing  at  Chefs*  The  Duke 
4c  Liancourt,  and  all  the  perfons  of  rank  who 
were  in  the  room  with  Louis,  men  and  wohkih 
burft  into  tears.  "  Sire>"  faid  M.  de  Charlus> 
who  was  fent  to  the  Duke  by  t^e  King,  "  be- 
"  hold  the  Collar  of  the  Order  and,  the  Mar- 
^'  Ihal's  Staff,  which  I,prefen^t  you  on  the  part 
*'  of  the  unfortunate  Due  de  Montmorenci. 
"  He  has  given  me  in  charge,  Sire,  to  affure 
«^  your  Majefty,  that  he  dies  mider  the  deepeft 
N  ^    ,  **  impreffion 
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•*  irtq>reffion  of  Ibrrow  for  having  offended  you  i 
•*  and  that  fo  fat  ftom  complaining  of  the 
**  fentence  by  which  Jic  is  condemned  to  die^ 
•^  he  thinks  it  bears  no  proportion  to  the  enor- 
*•  mity  of  the  crime  of  which  he  has  been 
**  guilty."     Having  faid  this,  M.  de  Charlus 
fdl  ftt  the  knees  of  the  King,  and  taking  hold 
bf  them  with  both  his  hands,  and  burfting  into 
tears,  faid,  *^  Ah  Sire,  ah  Sire,  pardon  M.  de 
"  Mbntinorehci !  his  anceftors  have  been  fuch 
^  good  fervants  to  your  prcdeceflbrs  \  Pardon 
^  irim.  Sire  I  pardon  him  !**    At  this  inftant, 
every  pcrfon  that  was  in  the  room  (and  it  hap- 
pened to  be  extremely  crowded)  men  and  wo- 
men, as  if  imprtfied  with  one  inftantaneous 
impulfe,  fell  upon  their  knees,  crying,  ^  Sire, 
*•  for  God's  fake,  *pardon  M.  de  Montmo- 
^*  penci  V  Xouis,  at  this  dreadful  and  dTeding 
fcene,  appeared  totally  unmoved.     "  No,"  faid 
he,  raifing  his  voice,  **  ^i  de  Montmorenci 
•*  muft  not  be  pardoned.     There  cannot  pof- 
•*  fibly  be  iany  pardon  for  him*    You  ought 
^  not  to  be  forry  to  fee  a  perfon  die,  who  has 
**  fo  welldeferved  to  die  as  M.  de  Motttmo- 
"  renci.    The  only  favour  that  I  can  grant 
**  him,  is,  that  the  executioner 'ftiall  not  tie 
^^  his  hands,  and  that  he  fhall  only  behead 
•^  him.*'     When -this  was  told  to  the  Duke, 
his  Surgeon  (M.  de  Lucante),  who  came  to 
^  ■  him 
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him  to  cut  off  his  hair  to  prepare  him  for  his 
execution,  fell  iato  a  fwoon  by  the  fide  of  his 
Matter.  "  Ah  !  poor  Lucante,"  faid  the  Duke  j 
^^  you,  who  while  I  was  in  prifon  fo  firmly 
**  exhorted  me  to  receive  all  my  fiifferings  as 
^*  cording  from  the  hands  of  Him  who  made 
*^  me — you,  I  fee,  are  more  affli&ed  than  my- 
*^  felf  J  Comfort  yourfelf ;  let  me  embrace  you, 
**  and  take  my  laft  farewell  of  you."  Then 
turning  to  his  Confeflor,  he  faid,  "  1  am  ready 
^^  togotothefcaftbld/' 

•  The  fcaffold  was  ereded  in  an  inner  coyrt  of 
the  Town-houfe  of  Thouloufe,  in  which  tha 
Puke  was  confined.  In  pafling  to  it,  he  ob- 
ferved  the  fl:atue  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  which 
ftood  in  the  middle  of  the  area;  the  ftatue  of 
a  Monarch  who  had  been  in  fome  meafure  iii- 
debted  to  the  Duke's  father  for  the  Crown  of 
France.  He  ftopped  fome  minutes,  and  Ippked  . 
at  it  very  attentively,  refleding,  perhaps,  on 
the  ingratitude  and  cruelty  of  the  King  his  fon. 
His  Confeflor,  who  was  befide  him,  afked  him 
what  was  the  matter,  and  whether  he  wanted 
any  thing,  *<  No,  no,  my  good  Father,"  re- 
plied the  illuftrious  Criminal,  "X  was  merely 
''  looking  at  the  ftatue  of  Henry  the  Fourth. 
"  He  WA5  4  .gre;^t  and  ^  nc^ie-minded  Princes^ 
^*  I  had  the  hoaour  to  be  his  godfon.     Let  us 

N  3  "go 
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**  go  on,"     Then  pointing  to  the  fcaffold,  he 
added,  "  That  is  my  only  road  to  Heaven/* 

As  {bon  as  he  came  upon  the  fcaffdld,  he 
faluted  the  Commanding  Officer,  and  all  the 
perfons  prefent,,  more  particularly  the  Town-* 
Guards,  who  had  orders  to  attend  this  melan- 
choly ceremony  in  the  drefs  they  wore  on  fo- 
lemn  occafions.  He  entreated  them  all  to  bear 
their  teftimony  to  his  Sovereign,  that  he  died 
his  moft  obedient  fubjeft,  and  penetrated  with 
the  deepeft  contrition  at  having  offended  him^ 
He  then  placed  himfelf  upon  the  block,  and 
having  committed  his  foul  into  the  hand$  of 
th6  Author  of  his  being,  received  the  fatal  blow. 
The  blood  flew  out  upon  the  walls  of  the  area  j 
and  fuch  is  ftill  the  veneration  of  the  people  of 
Thouloufc  for  the  memory  of  M.  de  Mont- 
morenci,  that  a  few  years  ago  they  afFefted, 
with  tears  in  their  eyes,  to  fliew  the  marks  of  it 
upon-the  walls  of  the  Court  *, 

*  The  Surgeons  having  opened  the  body  to  embalm  it, 
found  five  mufquet  balls  within  it.  They  remarked,  that 
pf  the  feventeen  wounds  which  he  had  received  at  thq 
battle  of  Caftelnavdari,  not  one  was  mortal.  Soon  after 
the  Duke  was  taken  prifoner,  hi^  Surgeon  pfF^-red  to  drefi 
them.  **  Oh !  no,  my  good  friend,"  faid  he,  **  it  is  by 
^  no  iheans  neceifary;  one  more  >vili  foon  cure  them 
♦^  aU.» 
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It  appears  by  the  Memoirs  of  M.  Puyfegur, 
that  this  illuftrious .  culprit  was  decapitated  by 
the  Douloiry  an  inflxument  of  death  much  re- 
iembling  the  modern  Guillotine, 

Thus,  by  the  hands  of  the  executioner,  and 
as  a  public  fpeftacle  on  a  fcaffbld,  periflied 
Henri  Due  de  Montmorenci,  a  Nobleman 
highly  diftinguiflied  for: the  fpkndid  virtues 
of  munificence  and*  of  courage,  of  no  in- 
competent parts  and  underftanding,  a  Peer  and 
Marlhal  of  France,  Knight  of  the  venerable 
Order  of  the  Holy  Glioft,  and  the  firft  Chris- 
tian Baron  of  Europe*;  qualities  and  titles 
which  woald  have  pleaded  very  ftrongly  in  fa- 
vour of  the  life  of  him  who  pofleffed  then, 
had  he  not  diminiflied  their  power,  and  de- 
ftroyed  their  influence,  by  committing  trcafon 
againft  the  executive  government  of  his  coun- 
try; the  greateft  crime  which  a  fubjeA  can 
commit;  in  itfelf  but  too  apt  to  contain  all^ 
other  crimes,  and  in  its  own  pernicious  germ  to 
inclofe  the  feeds  of  rapine,  devaftation,  an4^ 

•  In  a  convocation  with  the  late  excellent  Dr.  Johnfoa 
on  the  fubje^b  of  this  Nobleman,  he  faid,  "  Had  I  been 
**  Richelieu,  I  could  not  liave  found  in  my  htart  to  have 
"  fufFered  the  firft  Chriftian  Baron  to  die  by  the  hands  o| 
•♦  the  Executioner.** 

^4  murder; 
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murder ;  the  diffdutioii  of  all  ordcr»  and  th© 
dcftradion  of  civil  fociety  *. 

Pere  Arnaux,  the  Confeffor  who  attended  the 
Duke  to  the  fcafFold,  came  to  I-,ouis  immediately 
after  the  execution,  to  tell  his  ^(lajefty  in  w^iat 
manner  his  illuftrious  penitent  had  behaved  in 
that  aweful  moment,  "  Your  Majefty/*  added 
he,  "  has  given  a  very  ftriking  example  to  the 
"  world,  by  the  death  of  M,  de  Montmorenci ; 
*'  but  God,  by  his  greit  mfcrcy,  has  made  him 
<*  a  Saint  in  Heaven."—"  Alas !  my  Father,'" 
replied  the  Monarch,  "  I  fliould  have  been 
"  happy  to  have  contributed  to  hh  falvation  by 
^  gentler  methods/* 

To  the  Prince  of  Conde,  a  relation  of  M,  de 
Montmorenci,  this  Prince  faid,  "  How  unhap- 
**  py  we  Kings  are,  to  hear  accounts  of  thinga 
"  that  are  made  up  partially  on  purpofe  for 
"  us :  to  have  no  confidence  in  our  neareft  re-. 
^*  latives,  in  our  principal  officers,  and  in  thofe 
^^  of  whom  we  are  fondeft  j  and  to  be  obliged 
"  to  regulate  our  condud  by  thofe  phantoms 

,  *  **  Lipluf  grand  de  maux  eft  la  guern  chile^  La  falx^ 
^  efile  fowveram  hien*  Laguem  civile  /(ant  un  des  plus  grandi 
•*  maux  f ir'wr  fniffc  emfuttre  cmtre  la  chmti  du  froehaittj  m 
**  ne  peut  pas  ajfez  exaggerer  la  grandem  dc  Qette  faute**''^ 
•*  PenJ/a  ^  Pascal**' 

**  of 
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«*  of  politics  that  are  but  too  often  the  inte- 
"  rcfts  of  other  perfons  affcdedly  made  ouf 
«  own," 

Richelieu,  in  his  "  Political  Teftament,"  fays^ 
**  La  mort  de  Marillae  et  de  Montmorenci  oHt 
•*  mis '  dans  m  inftant  tons  ks  grands  dans  Icwr 
''  devoir:^ 

The  gentler  OUvarez,  Prime  Minifter  of 
Spain,  faid  to  the  French  Ambaflador,  on  thd 
execution  of  the  Duke,  "  What !  has  Cardinal 
**  de  Richelieu  dared  to  put  to  death  th« 
•Vgrcateft  and  moft  powerful  Nobleman  of 
-*'  Fiance  ?  Has  he  forgotten  that  he  is  himfelf 
**  afubje6t^  that  Kings  die;  and  that  the  exe* 
•*  cration  which  executi9ns  like  this  procured 
^^  eternal  r' 

Could  an  aft  of  rebellion  againll  the  SovC' 
reign  be  ever  pardoned  in  a  powerful  noble- 
man, what  claims  \o  mercy  had  this  iUuftrious 
Frenchman  !  His  charafter  feems  to  have  been 
compofed  of  the  virtues  which  fliould  diftin* 
guifli  high  rank,  cour^^e  and  liberality.  When, 
after  the  fatal  battle  of  Caftelnaudari,  he  was 
brought  wounded  in  many  places  to  be  ex* 
amined  before  the  Parliament  of  Thouloufe, 
thf  OJicer  who  had  taken  him  prifoner  was 
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afked  by  him,  how  he  could  identify  his  per^' 
fon.  *^  Alas,  my  Lord,"  replied  he  with  tears 
m  his  eyes,  "  the  flames  and  the  fmoke  with 
•*  which  you  were  covered  prevented  me  at  firft 
**  from  diflinguifliing  you ;  but  when  I  faw  in 
**  the  heat  of  the  engagement  ar  perfon  who, 
**  after  having  broken  fix  of  our  ranks,  was  fliU 
•'  killing  fome  of  our  foldiers  in  the  feventh,* 
**  I  thought  that  he  could  be  no  one  except 
•*  M.  de  Montmorenci.  I  did  not  indeed  cer-* 
^*  tainly  know  that  he  was  the  perfon  till  I  faw 
**  him  lying  upon  the  ground  with  his  horfe 
^  dead  upon  him/* 

After  having  beaten  the  Huguenot  army 
near  the  Ifle  of  Rhe,  he  gave  up  to  his  fol- 
diers all  the  pli^nder  of  the  place  which  be* 
longed  to  himfelf  5  and  when  he  was  tdd  how 
very  great  it  was,  and  what  a  facrifice  he  bad 
made,  he  replied  with  a  noble  difdain,  **  I 
"  came  not  here  to  acquire  money,  but 
«  glory/* 

On  going  to  his  Government  in  Languedoc> 
he  called  upon  a  young  French  Prince,  to 
whom  he  was  related  by  marriage,  who  was 
ftudying  at  La  Charite,  and  made  him  .a  pre* 
fent  of  a  piufe  of  Louis  d*ors.  On  his  return, 
finding  that  the   young   Pripce  had  kept  it 
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locked  up  in  his  bureau,  he  took  it  from  him 
and  threw  it  out  of  the  window  among  the  po* 
pulace  5  then  turning  faid  to  his  relation,  ^^  You 
**  oblige  me  to  do  that  for  you  which  you  ought 
**  to  have  done  for  yourfelf.  The  firft  duty  of 
**  a  Prince  is  to  be  hberal  to  thofe  who  ftand 
**  in  need  of  his  affiftance/' 

His  Spvereign,  Louis  the  Thuteenth,  would 
moft  readily  have  granted  him  his  pardon ;  but 
the  vindiftive  Richelieu,  whofe  favour  he  had 
refufed  to  court,  would  not  permit  him.  The 
puke  was  fo  beloved  in  his  province  (Langue^ 
4oc),  that  for  fear  of  a  revolt  pf  the  people  in 
Jiis  favour,  he  fufFered  in  the  Inner  Court  of  the 
Town-houfe  of  Thouloufe,  at  the  foot  of  a  mar- 
J)le  flatue  of  Henry  the  Fourth.  This  circura- 
fiance  occafioned  the  fbllpwing  lines  : 

^nU  fafrisjfatuam^  mti  impbeabilis  ird 
Occubui^  indignd  morte  tfianuque  cad^ns. 

fUorum  in^emuit  neuUr^  nuafata  viiindoz 
Ora  patris^  nati  femora  marmr  emnt. 

The  Duke  is  njade  tp  fpeak ; 

Doomed  by  the  fon's  re^ntful  lage, 
Which  neither  tears  nor  prayers  affiiage^ 
beneath  the  royal  fadier^s  feet 
A  yi)e  difgraceful  4e^  I  mceti 
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Yet  fympathetic  with  my  ftatc. 
Neither  deplore^  my  wretched  fktc: 
The  Father's  face,  the  Son's  hard  brcaft. 
Alike  t)f  marble  ftand  confcft. 

When  the  Duchefs  of  Montmorenci  was  in* 
formed  of  the  death  of  her  liufband,  (he  ex- 
claimed, "  What  I  is  this,  then,  that  King  who 
*<  is  called  Louis  the  Juft  ?  Oh  my  God,''  faid 
(hty  burfting  into  tears,  "  my  Montmorenci 
^  was  the  only  thing  that  I  loved  in  this  world, 
^*  and  you  have  taken  him  from  me,  that  I 
•*  may  love  you  only  !/*  The  Duchefs  retired 
f o  the  Convent  of  the  Vifitation  at  Moulins, 
where  (he  fpent  the  remainder  of  her  days  in 
forrow  and  in  penitence.  She  ereded  a  mag- 
nificent maufoleum  in  the  chapel  of  the  Con- 
vent to  her  beloved  hyfband,  which  flic  vifited 
every  day  till  ftie  died.  She  lived  two  years  in 
this  manner,  when  Louis  paffing  tbrougli  Mou- 
lins fent  one  of  his  Gentlemen  to  enquire  after 
her  health.  She  received  him  in  the  room  in 
which  flie  always  fat,  which  was  hung  with 
black  cloth,  and  illuminated  by  tapers,  with  a 
crucifix  on  the  table,  and  a  whole-length  pic- 
ture of  her  deceafed  huiband  over  the  chimney, 
«  TeU  iiisMajcfty,  Sir,''  faid  flie,  "  I  entreat 
*'  you,  bow  aftonifhed  I  am  that  he  ftiould 
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*•  have  the  leaft  recolle6tion  of  a  widow  fo 
«*  wretched,  and  fo  unworthy  of  that  honoiir 
^  which  he  does  her,  as  myfelf  j  but  I  pray 
^*  you,  do  not  foiget  to  tdl  him  all  that  you 
**  fee  here/' 

Richelieu  himfelf  imitated  his  Sovereign,  and 
fent  a  Gentleman  on  his  part  to  this  difconfolatc 
Princefs,  as  if  to  mock  her,  who  locAied  upon 
him  as  the  only  caufe  of  her  misfortunes.  She 
replied  to  his  compliments  in  the  fame  ftyle  of 
dignity  and  of  moderation. 

Madame  de  Montmorcnci  died  at  Moulins 
in  1664,  after  having  in  her  retirement  received 
the  vifits  of  Anne  of  Auftria,  Louis  the  Four- 
teenth, and  of  Chriftina  Queen  of  Sweden. 


CARDINAL  RICHELIEU. 

This  great  Statefman  was  intended  for  the 
mtny  i  but,  on  his  elder  brother's  giving  up  the 
Bifhopric  of  Lucan  to  become  a  Carthufian,  he 
was  prevailed  upon  by  his  family  to  take  or- 
ders, to  be  put  in  poflfeffion  of  that  benefice. 
He  procured  the  neceiflary  buHs  for  that  pur- 
pofe  of  the  Pope,  then  Paul  the  Fifth,  by  falfi- 
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j^ing  his  baptifmal  regifter,  and  gaining  on^ 
year  by  this  artifice,  he  made  up  the  term  re* 
quilite  by  the  Canons.  The  Pope,  not  finding 
out  the  trick  put  upon  him  till  it  was  too  late, 
contented  himfelf  with  faying,  "  This  youi^ 
•*  man  will  not  Hop  here,  I  fancy .'^ 

Richelieu  performed  his  exercife  for  the  de- 
gree of  Doftor  of  Divinity  at  the  Sorbonne  in 
his  epifcopal  robes,  he  being  then  not  five-and- 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  took  for  his  thefis^ 
**  QuisfimilhmihL — Who  islike  to  myfelf  ?'* 

He  early  in  life  attached  himfelf  to  Mary  dc 
Medicis^  and  in  the  difputes  between  her  and 
herfon,  Louis  the  Thirteenth,  took  her  part, 
for  which  fie  was  baniflied  to  Avignon.  There 
heamufed  his  leifure  by  writing  a  "  Catechifm,** 
and  "  The  Inftrudtions  of  a  Chriftian,"  which 
he  afterwards  printed  at  the  Louvre  Prefs  with 
great  fplendor. 

On  his  return  to  Paris  with  the  Queen,  he 
was  admitted  into  the  Council,  as  Secretary  Qf 
State,  againft  the  opinion  of  his  Sovereign,  who 
told  his  other  Minifters  that  they  would  repent 
of  their  placing  him  in  fo  eminent  a  fituation. 
Soon,  however,  in  this  fituation,  his  tranfcend- 
ant  talents  began  to  difplay  themfelves,  and  be 
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power  and  authority  which    no  Mmifier  in 

France  before  his  time  ever  poliefled. 
« 

'  He  brought  hii  brother  from  his  retreat  in  a 
Garthufian  Convent,  and  made  him  a  Cardinal 
Archbiihop  of  Lyons,  and  Grand  Almoner  of 
France.  The  brother  was  dragged  unwillingly 
into  public  life,  and  was  continually  writing  to 
his  brother  at  Paris  to  perfuade  him  to  refign  a 
fituation  in  which  he  had  (6  little  time  to  attend 
to  his  fpiritual  concerns.  Thefe  letters  the 
Cardinal  never  read,  after  he  had  been  a  little 
ufed  to  their  contents. 

Richelieu,  amid  all  his  other  triumphs,  was 
very  defirous  of  the  diftinftion  which  literary 
fame  affords.  He  offered  M.  Jay  a  confider- 
able  fimi  of  money,  if  he  would  permit  him  io 
liave  the  credit  of  his  learned  Polyglot  Bible  j 
and  the  want  of  fuccefs  of  a  political  Comedy 
which  he  wrote,  called  "  VEurope^^  gave  him 
ferious  imeafinels. 

Richelieu  had  the  merit  of  inftituting  the 
celebrated  French  Academy,  and  of  eftablilhing 
a  ftandard  of  the  French  language.  In  a  femi- 
nary  which  he  founded  in  his  native  town  of 
Richelieu,  he  dirc6ted  that  the  French  language 
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fiiould  be  thp  cnlyiOfle  :taught  at  k,  and  that  tlid 
fcienoes  ihould  be  conunttnicated  »to  die  pupib 
la  that  language  alpne« 

"So  ambitious  w^  the  Car&i;^  to  have 
fcvery  thing  bend  *o  bis  will,  that  he  Ipoiled 
4he  convenience  df^be  magnificent  pfilace  which 
lie  built  at  Richelieu^  merely  to  prefoFve  the 
^oom  entire  of  the  old  Chateau  in  -which  he 
was  bom. 

One>trait  in  the  Cardinal's  <:ondu€tniuft  ever 
-demand  our  applaufe.  An  officious  perfon  came 
to, his  Eminence  to  inform  him  of  certain  free 
exprcflions  which  fome  perfons  of  confequence 
had  made  ufe  of,  refpefting  his  c^harader  and 
his  conduft,  in  his  hearing.  "  Why  how  now, 
•'  you  fcoundrel,"  replied  the  Cardinal,  "  have 
**  you  the  impudence  to  curfe  and  call  me  all 
f*  thefe  names  to  my  face,  under  pretence  of 
"their  having  been  faid  by  other  particular 
♦*  perfons,  who  I  know  entertain  -  the  iigheft 
**  refpedt  for  me?'*  Then  ringing  his  bdl,  attd 
turning  to  the  page  who  anfwered  it,  he  faidj^ 
**  Go,  one  of  you,  and  turn  this  troublefome 
"  and  malicious*  fellow  down  ftairs." 

:Riifh^eu  at  ^<>ne  :time,'ip  the  t^iprofperoas 
pY^s  ,<)f  jHibdic  ^fl^is,  j^  c^fed  ,his  plate 
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and  jewels  to  be  packed  up,  and  was  preparing 
to  quit  the  kingdom :  he  was,  however,  advifed 
by  his  friend  Cardinal  de  la  Valette  to  get  into 
his  coach,  and  (hew  himfelf  openly  to  the 
people  of  Paris.  This  advice  he  very  wifely 
took.— He  was  fome  time  afterward,  if  poffible, 
in  ftill  greater  danger.  Mary  de  Medicis,  his 
old  protedrefs,  had  prevailed  upon  his  Sove- 
reignrto  difmifs  him  from  his  high  office,  and 
a  new  Adminiftration  was  forming;  he  had, - 
however,  the  good  fenfe  and  firmnefs  of  mind 
to  demand  a  private  audience  of  his  Majefty,  at 
which  he  prevailed  with  that  afcendancy  whiqh 
flrong  minds  muft  ever  have  over  thofe  of  a 
weaker  and  feebler  textufe. 

Voltaire  had  fuppofed  the  famous  "  Political 
*'  Teftamenf'  attributed  to  this  Cardinal  to 
be  a  forgery.  A  copy  of  it  has,  however,  been 
difcovered  fince  his  death  in  the  Library  of  the. 
King  of  France,  in  his  own  hand-writing.. 

The  Cardinal,  according  to  Segrais,  had  four 
hundred  thoufand  livres  a-year.  He  gave  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  crowns  of  it  in 
penfions  to  men  of  learning  and  fcience,  be- 
flowing  in  that  manner  the  money  which  his 
table  would  have  coft  him.  He  was  a  valetu- 
dinarian, and  never  kept  a  table. 
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The  Comte  dc  Charoft  had  two  brothers,  one 
a  General,  the  other  an  Archbifhop.     Riche-^ 

.  keu  one.  day  complained  to  him  of  the  conduft 
of  the  Afchbifliop.  **  Does  not  your  Emi- 
^  nence  know,'-  replied  the  Count,  .*^  that 
'f  where  there  are  many  brothers  in  a  family, 
*^  the  greateft  blockhead  is  always  put  into 
**  the  Church  ?"— "  Thanks  to  you,  M.  dc 
**  Charoft,  for  your  compliment,'*  replied  the 

•Cardinal 

Richelieu,  whoife  genius  aimed  at  every  thing; 

gave  I)efmaretz  the  plan  of  the  Comedy .  of 

*f  Les  FifionaireSy'  which  he  coitipleted.     The 

Lady  reprefented  in  it  as  being  in  love  with 

Alexander,  was  Madame  de  Sable,  who  had 

paid  no  attention  to  the  Cardinal's  addrefles. 

This  made  the  World  fay,   that  fhe  was  io 

love  only  with  the  Macedonian  Hero,     Riche- 

heu  likewife  gave  the  plan  of  "  Mirame"^  *  to 

Defmaretz^ 

In 

*  ^*  I  pafTed  the  winter  of  1641  at  Paris,'*  fays  Abb6 
Arnduld,  in  his  very  entertaining  Memoirs,  *'  where  the 
**  X^rdinal  celebrated  the  marriage  of  liis  niece  with  the 
**  JDuc  d*Enguien,  afterwards  the  great  Conde,  with  great 
**, magnificence.  The  Comedy  of  Mir^ime^  of  which  hi* 
**  Eminence  gave  the  plan  to  Defmaretz,  was  reprefented 
"on  the  Cardinal's  private  theatre,  when  the  Queen  was 
*«  grcfent;  and  myfelf  as  well  as  many  others  were  much 
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In  the  different  provifions  which  were  expe- 
dited for  the  feveral  commiflions  which  Riche- 
lieu held,  it  was  declared  that  he  was  to  be 
obeyed  as  the  King's  own  proper  perfon. 

The  Cardinal^  while  in  the  agonies  of  death, 
was  aiked  by  his  Gonfeffor  if  he  fincerely  par- 
doned all  his  enemies.  "  I  never  had  any  but 
^*  thofe  of  the  State/*  was  the  anfwer  of  the 
dying  Penitent. 

Richelieu  was  refolved,  that  even  his  place  of 
fepulture  ftiould  partake  of  that  magnificence 
which  had  diftinguiftied  whatever  he  had  done 
throughout  life.  He  ordered  himfelf  to  be 
buried  under  the  Dome  of  the  "celebrated  Col- 
lege of  the  Sorbonne,  which  he  had  rebuilt  with 

"  aftoniflied  that  they  had  the  boldnefs  ta  invite  her 
**  Majefty  to  be  a  fpe<^ator  of  an  intrigue  which  mod 
**  afluredly  could  not  pleafe  her,  and  which,  from  reafons 
*♦  of  refpedl,  I  fhall  not  explain.  But  fhe  was  obliged  to 
**  fufFer  this  infult,  which  it  was  reported  (he  had  brought 
"  upon  herfelf  by  the  contempt  with  which  (he  had 
**  treated  certain  folicitations  of  the  Cardinal.  Her  Ma» 
*'  jefty  was  perhaps  a  little  indemnified  by  the  very  fmall 
**  applaufe  the  Piece  met  with,  which  mortified  his  Emi- 
**  nence  extremely.  It  was,  indeed,  tlic  only  fatisfa<Sion 
-  *«  to  be  had  for  the  infults  of  a  man  who  was  mafter 
*'  of  every  thing,  and  formidable  to  every  one,  whatever' 
•*  indign?ition  might  naturally  enough  be  felt  againft  him 
•*  forfuch  a  condvi&.*''^Memoires  deTMi^  ^kvavld. 
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great  fplcndor.  A  maufoleum  was  crefted  over 
him,  at  the  cxpente  o£  his  niece  ;  it  is  the  c/ief 
iTceuvre  of  that  great  fculptor  M.  Girardon. 
Not  long  after  it  was  finiflied,  the  Princefs  of 
Conde,  fifter  to  the  Due  de  Montmorenci, 
whom  Richelieu  had  caufed  to  be  beheaded, 
came  to  vifit  it,  and  (pointing  ta  the  tomb)  e^x- 
claimed,  in  the  words  of  the  Sifter  of  Lazarus 
to  the  Saviour  of  the  World,  "  Domine  fi 
**  f^lff^^  KiCy /rater  mens  non  mortuus  ejfet — Lord, 
**  had  ft  thou  been  here,  our  brother  had  not 
«  didd*' 

Richelieu  was  a  great  Theologian  :  his  "  Me- 
•*  tkodes  des  Controverjes  fur  tous  les  Points  de 
"  la  Foiy'  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  beft  book  that 
had  appeared  on  the  fubje<5t  in  France,  before 
Arnauldj  Nicole,  andBofluet.     He  feems  to 
have  been  very  anxious  that  the  Huguenots 
fliould  become  Catholics.     "  The  Cardinal,'* 
fays  Choify,  "  after  having  made  the  Calvinifts 
*'  fubmit  by  force  of  arms,  defigned  to  attempt 
•^  to  win  them  over  to  the  Catholic  Faith  by 
"  gentle  means.     For  that  purpofe  he  intended 
**  to  give  penfions  to  their  principal  Minifters, 
^*  that  might  prevent  their  being  in  diftrefs; 
*'  and  afterwards  to  appoint  public  conferences, 
*^  at  which  nothing  ftiould  be  made  ufe  of  as 
^  proofs  but  the  authority  of  the  Scriptures 

"  themfelves. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


CARDINAL    RlCHELIEtr.  l^J 

**  themfelves,  without  admitting  tradition.  He 
"  entrufted  his  defign  to  Pere  du  Laurent,  who 
**  had  been  a  Proteftant  Minifter  when  he  was 
"  young.  I  will  neither,  faid  the  Cardinal  to 
".  him,  make  ufe  of  the  Doctors  of  the  Sorbonne, 
"  who  are  of  ufe  only  againft  the  heretics  of 
"  old  times;  nor  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Oratory, 
<<  verfed  in  myftic  divinity ;  nor  of  the  Jefuits, 
**  too  open  and  too  violent  enemies  to  the  Pro- 
*,^  teftants.  We  muft  merely  quote  to  them 
**  the  pure  word  of  God ;  they  will  then  attend 
"  to  us ;  and  if  thety  will  but  attend  to  what 
**  we  fay,  they  are  our  own/* 

.  When  the  Princefs  of  Guimene,  a  Lady  of 
great  beauty,  entreated  the  Cardinal  to  fpare 
the  life  of  the  Due  de  Montmorenci;  who  had 
been  her  lover,  and  to  remember  what  marks 
of  fnendlhip  he  had  given  him  very  lately  at 
Lyons  when  there  was  a  plot  formed  againft 
him,  Richelieu  replied  in  an  angry  tone  of 
voice,  "  Madam,  I  did  not  break  firft  with  the 
^'  Duke/* 

On  the  day  of  the  Duke's  execution,  he 
found  fome  French  lines  on  his  table  to  this 
purport : 

In  this  degenerate  and  ungrateful  age. 
Evils  alone  the  memory  engage : 
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On  plates  of  brafs  we  injuries  engrave. 
And  kindnefe  truft  upon  the  tracklefs  wave. 

Richelieu  died  completely  worn  otit  v^ith 
fatigue  of  body  and  of  mind,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-eight.  A  few  hours  before  he  died  he 
fent  for  M.  Chicot,  his  phyfician,  and  defircd 
him  as  a  man  of  honour  to  tell  him  what  he 
really  thought  of  his  fituation.  "  In  four-and- 
"  twenty  hours,'*  replied  he,  *'  your  Eminence 
*^  will  be  either  dead  or  cured." — Richelieu 
knew  very  well  what  this  meant,  and  fent  im- 
mediately for  his  Confeffor,  who  admiriiftered 
the  laft  Sacraments  to  him.  With  his  eyes 
fixed  attentively  upon  the  veffel  which  con- 
tained the  holy  element,  he  exclaimed,  "  O  my 
**  Judge,  condemn  me,  if,  in  what  I  have  done, 
^  I  have  ever  had  any  intentions  but  thofe  of 
♦'  ferving  the  King  and  the  Country !" 

His  Sovereign,  on  being  informed  of  his 
death,  faid  coolly,  "  Voila  un  grand  polifi^ue 
«  mortr 

Richelieu  was,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad* 
minillration,  very  fubjeft  to  lleeplefs  nights. 
He  h^  always  by  his  bedfide  one  of  his  pages 
to^read  to  him  when  be  was  indifpofed"  to  reft, 
A  young  man  who  had  been  recommended 
to  him  as  on§  of  \\\^  yead^rs^  imagining  that 
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the  Cardinal  was  afleep,  w^s  looking  oVer  fome 
papers  that  lay  upon  his  bed.  The  Cardinal^ 
who  had  feigned  to  be  afleep  merely  to  try 
the  young  man's  difcretion  and  honour,  darting 
fuddenly  a  look  of  great  fternnefs  upon  him, 
ordered  him  immediately  to  leave  the  room,  and 
never  afterward  to  come  into  his  prefence. 

One  of  the  Cardinal's  maxims  was,  "  That 
**  an  unfortunate  and  an  imprudent  perfon 
*^  were  fynonymous  teritis."  Of  his  own  me* 
thod  of  adingi  he  gave  this  account  to  the 
Marquis  de  Vieuville.  *^  I  never  dare  under- 
**  take  any  thing  until  I  have  well  confidered 
**  it  y  but  when  I  have  once  taken  my  refo- 
**  lution,  I  go  direftly  to  my  point.  I  throw 
**  down  every  thing  that  Hands  in,  my  way ; 
"  I  cut  up  every  thing  by  the  roots  that  op- 
**  pofcs  me ;  and  then  I  cover  every  thing  with 
**  my  Cardinal's  robe." — Richelieu  ufed  to  fay, 
**  That  the  favourites  of  his  Sovereign  *,  and 
^  tlieir  intrigues,  give  him  more  trouble  than 
**  all  Europe  taken  together."  The  com* 
plcteft  teftimony  that  was  ever  given  to  the 
talents  of  Richelieu  was  by  Peter  the  Great,  oa 

*  **  Le  Ca6inet^  ^  Rot  &  fan  petit  Ccucicr  me  cemfen^  flu$ 
^  4*  eTfiiarrOs  jue  VEurofe  efttiere,'* 
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feeing  the  ftatue  of  the  Cardinal  at  the  Sor- 
bonne.  "  This,"  faid  he, "  was  a  man  to  whom 
"  1  fliould  very  gladly  have  given  one  half  of 
"  my  dominions,  if  he  would  have  governed  the 
"  other  half  for  me." 

«  The  Cardinal,"  fays  Abbe  Brotier,  "knew 
^*  well  the  refources  of  the  great  country  which 
"  he  governed.  He  ufed  to  fay  of  it,  France 
"  can  raife  fix  hundred  thoufand  foot  and 
"  qne  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  horfe,  and 
"  be  able  to  go  to  war  with  them  in  a  fort- 
"  night." 

The  Cardinal's  device  was  an  oftrich,  with 
this  motto,  in  allufion  to  the  fuppofed  power 
that  bird  has  of  digefting  iron :  "  Fortis  dura 
"  coquitJ'  According  fo  Brotier,  he  firft  put 
this  motto  on  the  cannon  of  his  Sovereign 
Louis  the  Thirteenth,  "  Ratio  ultima  Regum  *." 

When  Richelieu  fent  the  celebrated  Abbe 
de  St.  Cyran  to  the  Caftle  of  Vincennes,  his  niece, 
the  Duchefs  d'  Aguillon,  and  many  other  per- 
fons,  entreated  liim  to  give  him  his  Hberty. 
He  replied,  "  If  in  the  laft  age  Luther  and 
"  Calvin  had  been  (hut  up  in  prifon,  it  would 

•  «  Fmlef  Memorabks:\ 

"  have 


Digitized 


by  Google 


CARDINAL    RICHELIEtr,  20t 

^  have  faved  Europe  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and 
**  of  bloodftied/' 

A  favourite  faying  of  Richelieu  was,  that 
**  fecrecy  is  the  foul  of  all  great  affairs/* 

The  Cardinal  had  an  odd  whim  of  having  a 
Comedy  c©mpofed  by  five  different  perfons, 
each  of  whom  took  an  Adi.  It  was  called  "  La 
"  Comedie  de  Tuilleriesy  par  les  cinq  Autetirs?^ 
It  was  reprefented  before  the  King  and  Queen 
and  the  Court  of  France  with  great  magnifi- 
cence. The  Aftors  fat  by  themfelves  on  a 
bench.  Chapelain  was  fuppofed  to  have  been 
the  planner  of  it.  He,  however,  only  correfted 
the  piece  in  feveral  places.  The  Cardinal  re- 
quefted  his  help  in  this  bufinefs ;  promifing  in 
return  to  give  Chapelain  his  affiftance  on  a 
fimilar  occafion. 

*'  How  happens  it,'*  faid  the  Cardinal  one 
day  to  M.  de  Valancey,  the  dijeur  des  ions  mots 
of  his  time  at  Paris, "  that  you,  who  fcatter  your 
*^  abufe  upon  every  one,  have  never  once  taken 
*'  it  into  your  head  to  find  fault  with  me  ?  Is 
**  it  becaufe  you  are  afraid  ?" — "  No,  Sir,"  re- 
plied M.  de  Valencey,  "  it  is  becaufe  your-Emi- 
^  nence  commits  no  faults/* 

A  fearer 
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A  fcarce  medal  is  fometimes  met  with  in  the 
cabinets  of  the  curious,  representing  on  one 
fide  the  head  of  Louis  XIII.  with  his  ufual 
titks  J  and  on  the  other,  the  head  of  his  Prime 
Minifter  Richeheu,  thus  infcribcd,  "  Nil  Jim 
"  Conjilio  y'  alluding,  perhaps,  to  the  favourite 
faying  of  his  Eminence,  that  an  unfortunate 
and  an  imprudent  perfon  were  in  general  fyno* 
nymous  terms.  Juvenal  had  indeed  faid  long 
before  lum. 

Nullum  numift  ahejl^ftjitprudentia. 
Prudence  to  man  each  other  aid  fuppfies. 
And  claims  him  the  proteftion  of  die  fcies% 

"  The  Cardinal  de  Richelieu  and  M.  de 
"  Bullion,  Surintendant  of  the  Finances,"  fays 
M.  Bourbon,  "  making  an  average  between 
**  them,  are  enabled  to  do  every  thing  they 
"  defire.  The  firft  hardly  ever  fleeps  at  all, 
"  and  the  laft  is  always  afleep ;  and  yet  every 
'•*  thing  fucceedsas  they  wilh.'*  May  not 
Claudian^s  Epigram  b^  ^plied  to  them  ? 

'  JUMus  indulget  fomm  noSiefque  diefjne 
Jnfomnis  Phariusfacra  prophana  rapiu 
Onmibus  hoc  I  take  Genta  ixpofciU  v&tis 
JMkllim  ut  vigikty  darmiat  ut  Pharius. 
BuUioia  through  nights  and  days  his  fleep  extends, 
His  watchful  Colleague  all  our  trcafure  fpends; 
Then,  O  ye  Gods !  in  fafety  France  to  keep, 
I^t  Bullion  wake,  and  Richelieu  «v«r  flccp ! 
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.    ALPHONSE  DE  RICHELIEU, 

CARDINAL   DE   3LY0NS, 

was  the  brother  q{  the  great  Cardinal  of  that 
name,  and  W4S  prefented  by  Henry  the  Fourth 
to  the  Biftiopric  of  Lujon,  which  he  gave  up 
to  his  brother,  and  became  a  Carthufian  Monk 
of  the  Grand©  Chartreufe  near  Grenoble,  where 
te  rcfided  for  near  twenty  years,  and  was  kiiowa 
in  the  Convent  by  the  name  of  **  Father  Al-» 
"  phonfe/'  He  was  taken  from  this  retreat 
by  his  brother  (when  he  became  Prime  Mi- 
nifter),  and  made  Archbifliop  of  Lyons,  Great 
Almoner  of  France,  and  Cardinal.  .  When  the 
plague  broke  out  in  his  diocefe,  he  diftinguiflied 
himfelf  by  his  attention  and  liberality  to  his 
difeafed  flock,  whom  he  never  could  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  quit,  whilft  they  were  in  this 
ftate  of  danger  and  diftrefs* 

On  his  death-bed  he  ordered  his  body  to  he 
buried  in  the  Chapel  of#n  Hofpital  at  Lyons, 
with  this  infcription  :  "  Pauper  natusfufHy  pau- 
**  pertatem  vovi;  pauper  moriory  et  inter  pauperes 
**  fepeliri  voIg — I  was  born  poor,  I  made  a  vow 
*'  of  poverty,  I  die  poor,  and  I  am  buried 
•*  ^mongft  the  poor/*     He  told  his  ConfelQfor 
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in  his  laft  moments,  that  he  had  rather  have  die<^ 
as  Father  Alphonfe  than  Cardmal  of  Lyonsi 

This  Prelate,  who,  like  his  brother,  was  a 
valetudinarian,  was  the  means  of  bringing  cho- 
colate into  vogue  as  a  diet  in  France.  That 
diet  requires  no  effort  of  maftication  to  become 
nutritive,  and,  united  with  fome  faccharine 
fubftance,  extremely  well  fupports  thofe  (as  is 
particularly  the  cafe  with  perfons  of  a  certain 
age  in  the  Weft  Indies)  who  have  been  deprivec| 
of  their  teeth. 


MARSHAL  MARILLAC 

was  brought  to  the  fcaffold  by  the  fanguinary 
Richelieu  in  1632.  Forty  years  of  fervice,  and 
his  memory  rehabilitated  by  the  Parliament  of 
Paris  after  the  death  of  that  Minifter,  have 
reftored  his  name  to  that  degree  of  refpeft  and 
efteem  which  it  ever  deferved. 

.  In  order  to  be  able  to  make  out  any  accufa- 
tion  againft  the  Marfhal,  his  enemies  were 
obliged  to  recur  to  fome  trifling  abufes  in  his 
conduct  as  Commander  in  Chief,  to  fome  profits 
he  had  made  by  contracts,  or  that  fome  perfons 
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under  him  had  made  on  the  building  of  the 
Citadel  of  Verdun.  On  hearing  thefe  charges 
read,  he  exclaimed  to  his  Judges,  "  What  an 
**  extraordinary  thing  it  is,  that  a  man  of  my 
**  rank  fliould  be  profecuted  with  fo  much  fe- 
"  verity  and  injuftice !  After  all,  there  occurs 
*'  nothing  in  the  charges  againft  me  but  the 
*^  words  hay,  ftraw,  ftores,  and  mortar/* 

When  he  was  required  to  give  up  the  ftaff 
tof  Marflial  of  France^  previous  to  his  being  led 
to  execution ;  *^  The  King,*''  faid  he,  "  gave  it 
**  to  me,  and  put  the  power  of  it  into  my  hands, 
"  which  I  have  often  ftained  with  the  blood  of 
"  his  enemies  :  but  now  I  return  it  to  hin>  in 
*'  a  manner  much  more  bloody." 

As  he  was  conducing  to  the  Place  de  Greve 
to  be  executed,  he  pafled  before  the  Hotel  of 
Cardinal  de  Richelieu.  "  Alas  !'*  faid  he,  "  in 
**  that  houfe  I  was  promifed  many  things,  which 
**  to-day  I  find  not  to  be  true/* 
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MICHAEL  MARILLAC 

was  the  ddcr  brother  of  the  Mirlhal  of  that 
name,  and  was  made  Keeper  of  the  Seals  of 
France  m  1626.  They  were  taken  from  hint 
in  1630,  and  he  died  in  cx)nfinenient  in  1632. 
The  two  brothers  were  much  attached  to  Mary 
de  Medieis,  and  incurred  the  difpleafure  of 
Hichelieu  for  their  attachment  to  that  perfe* 
cuted  Princefs. 

M.  de  Marillac  ufed  to  fay  to  the  young 
Lawyers  of  his  time,  "  Only  take  pains,  and 
"  be  modeft,  and  yoii  muft  rife  in  your  pro- 
«  feffion," 

He  called  his  high  office  an  office  of  perpe- 
tual denial :  **  For,**  faid  he  "  I  am  in  general 
"  obliged  to  refufe  nine  requefts  out  of  ten 
**  that  are  made  to  me.'* 

He  often  repeated  what  his  predeceffor  M. 
de  L'Hopital  fays  in  his  Poems  of  a  Chancellor 
that  ufed  to  refufe  nothing,  whether  the  re- 
quefts were  juft  or  unjuft :  "  That  it  is  no 
"  praife  to  a  wife  man  to  have  one  quality 
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^  which  he  has  in  common  with  a  young  pro- 
^  digal,  or  with  a  woman  who  has  loft  her 
^  virtue.'* 


DUG  DE  ROHAN. 


This  great  General  and  excellent  Politician 
firft  (hewed  his  talents  in  the  latter  capacity  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Proteftants  at  Saumur  ia 
1611,  where  he  took  the  part  of  the  great  and 
good  Sully,  his  father-in-law,  againft  the 
Due  de  Bouillon  with  fuccefe.  "  It  was  here,'* 
faid  he,  "  that  I  laid  the  foundation  of  that 
"  knowledge  to  which  the  great  ought  particu- 
"  larly  to  apply  themfelves,  that  of  managing 
^  mankind*.**  "^ 

The  Duke  had  the  courage  to  refift  Cardi- 
nal Richelieu,  that  idol  of  power  to  whom 
every  other  knee  in  France  bowed.  In  fpite  of 
the  diftreffes  of  th«  Huguenot  party  in  France, 
of  which  he  was  the  leader,  he  adopted  the 
daring  refolution  to  affemble  another  army  of 
.  tjiat  party,  and  took  care  to  let  the  Cardinal 

•  **  JTai  jettS  l^  lesfcndements  de  la  fcience  que  les  grands 
•'  doivent  Jur  twtes  chofes  afprcndre^  qui  eft  de  gagner  Ics 
**  hmmesw^\ 

.     .  know. 
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know,  that  pacification  between  the  Catholics 
and  Huguenots  was  the  great  objedt  o(  his  de- 
fires  ;  that  whatever  nxight  happen,  he  Was  re- 
folved  to  perfift,  as  well  as  to  perilh  himfelf 
with  all  the  remains  of  his  party,  rather  than 
not  obtain  a  general  peace  conformably  to  the 
acknowledged  edifts  for  that  purpofe;  and  re- 
commended to  his  Eminence  to  confider  how 
dangerous  it  was  to  preclude  a  man  of  courage 
in  arms  from  every  hope  of  fafety* 

The  pacification  was  foon  afterwards  figned 
by  Louis  the  Thirteenth,  at  Aletz,  June  27, 
1629,  being  the  third  which  the  Duke  had  the 
honour  to  conclude  with  his  Sovereign.  He 
then  retired  to  Venice,  where  he  was  received 
with  every  diftinftion  due  to  his  rank  and  charac- 
ter, and  in  which  city  he  wrote  the  celebrated 
Memoirs  of  his  Life  and  Negociations ;  by 
which  means  he  filled  up  that  leifure  which  to 
a  man  of  his  ardent  and  adive  mind  would  have 
been  infupportable  without  fome  employments 
He  was  often  heard  to  fay,  that  therie  was  no 
misfortune  could  happen  to  a  man  fo  great  as 
that  of  having  nothing  to  do,  and  that  he  realljj 
wondered  how  a  man  of  fenfe  could  ever  find 
himfelf  in  that  horrid  fituation ;  but  which  in- 
deed always  happened  to  thofe,  who,  having 
no  powers  of  mind,  exift  oi^ly  upon  the  favours 
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Df  fdrtune^  and  that  when  her  feeble  power 
abandoned  them,  and  they  had  loft  the  idle 
and  feduAive  air  of  the  Court,  ^  they  became 
cxpofed  to  vexatian,  and  fell  into  fuch  a  ftate 
of  reftlefTnefs  as  rendered  them  incapable  either 
of  eafe  or  pleafure. 

His  maxims  as  a  General  refpefting  his 
countrymen  were,  that  they  (hould.  always  be 
placed  by  their  Commander  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  they  might  begin  an  engagement  ♦.  "  I 
**  know  well,*'  (aid  he  one  day,  "  the  di(po- 
*^  fition  of  the  French ;  they  are  incapable  of 
^*  maintaining  foot  by  foot  any  advantage  they 
*'  may  have  gained  over  their  enemies;  they 
**  fhould  always  be  kept  in  a  poflure  of  attack, 
*'  and  not  of  defence.  Their  quick  and  impe^ 
«*  tuous  character  inclines  them  rather  to  a6k 
•*  than  to  fuffer,  and  to  advance  rather  than 
**  wait  the  attack  of  their  enemies." 

The  celebrated  Pere  Jofeph,  the  confidant  of 
Richelieu,  wrote  by  his  order  a  letter,  as  from 
the  Cardinal  Infant  of  Spain  to  the  Duke,  by 
way  of  founding  his  inclinations  toward  that 
Court.  The  Duke  replied,  that  he  was  too 
good  a  Frenchman,  and  too  dutiful  a  fubjeft 

*  **  lifaut  fftetfre  ks  Franks  en  tftai  dc  frefffr  if 
^  fremiersJ^-^HiJiwre  du  Due  tU  Rdutn* 
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to  his  King,  to  Jiay  the  Icaft  attention  to  any 
thing  that  was  prejudicial  to  his  Prince;  and 
that  however  ill  lie  was  treated  at  his  own 
Court,  he  had  moft  affuredly  very  good  reafons 
for  cdmplaint,  but  none  for  being  deficient  in 
fidelity  to  his  Prince. 

\  The  Duke  de  Rohan  was  mortally  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Rhinsfield.  Previous  to  the 
engagement,  the  Duke  of  Weymar,  one  of  the 
moft  diftinguiftied  Generals  of  his  time,  de- 
fired  him  to  give  the  word  of  command  ;  add^ 
ing,  that  he  flbovdd  be  alhamed  to  give  it  him- 
felf,  whilft  before  the  greateft  General  in  Eu- 
rope. The  Duke  de  Rohan  replied,  that  he 
was  only  there  to  fight  as  a  foldier  under  his 
orders,  and  to  fee  the  difference  there  was  be- 
tween military  operations  which  depend  upon 
the  underftanding  and  mere  coups  dii  main;  but 
that  if  he  really  wiflied  to  have  his  opinion 
on  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  army,  he  would 
very  readily  give  it  to  him,  to  the  beft  of  his 
abilities. 

-  The  Duke  of  Weymar  confulted  him  and 
took  his  advice,  which  proved  unfortunate  only 
io  the  Dukede  Rol^,  as  he  was  wounded  and 
taken  prifoner.  As  they  were  taking  him  off 
^the  field,  the  Duke  of  Weymar,.  rallying  hjs 
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troops^  took  the  party  prifoners  who  were  cany- 
itig  off  the  Duke  de  Rohan,  and  had  the  me- 
lancholy fatisfaftion  of  giving  him  every  affift- 
ance  in  his  wretched  fituation.  He  died  a  few 
days  after  the  engagement,  on  the  thirteenth  of 
April  1638,  in  the  Abbey  of  Coningsfield, 
where  his  heart  is  depoiited  in  a  bole :  his  body 
was  Carried  with  much  funeral  pomp  to  Ge- 
neva, and  buried  in  the  great  church  of  that 
city. 

When  the  Chie6  of  his  party  acctlfed  this 
great  man  of  having  fold  to  Louis  the  Thir- 
teenth fome  of  their  fortrefies  which  they  were 
unable  to  defeod>  he  faid  with  great  indigna-p 
tion,  prefenting  his  breaft  to  them  at  the  fame 
time, ,"  Strike!  ftrike!  I  am  willing  to  die  by 
"  your  hands,  after  having  fo  often  rifqued  nrjf 
"  life  for  your  fervice." 

The  TDuke,  amongft  his  various  Other  works. 
Wrote  a  book  on  the  Intereft  of  Princes,  with 
a  dedication  to  the  Cardinal  de  Richelieu  ^  in 
which  he  tells  him,  after  mentioning  the  great 
difficulties  atte^idant  on  the  government  of  a 
kingdom,  that  no  certain  and  invariable  rule  can 
be  laid  down  for  it,  and  that  what  caufes  a  re* 
volution  in  the  affairs  of  the  worid^  caufes  alfo  a 
compleat  alt^ation  in  the  fundamental  maxims 
pa  of 
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of  government,  "  therefore,**  adds  he^  "  tliofc 
"  perfons  who  conduft  themfelves  more  by 
"  examples  of  paft  times  than  by  reafons  taken 
"  from  the  prefent  fituation  of  things,  of  ne- 
"  ceffity  make  many  miftakes/* 

In  his  chapter  on  the  Intereft*  of  England, 
he  fays, 

"  England,  which  is  like  a  fmall  feparate 
**  world,  had  nothing  to  do  with  other  States, 
"  unlefs  when  the  neceffity  to  proteft  its  com- 
**  merce  obliged  it,  which  was  then  its  true 
"  intereft*  It  is  by  that  it  has  acquired  its 
**  wealth,  which,  joined  to  its  fituation,  has 
"  rendered  it  fo  confiderable.  But  fince,  under 
"  the  (hadow  of  the  myfterious  marriage  be- 
"  tween  Philip  and  Mary,  the  politics  of  Spain 
"  have  infenfibly  entered  into  thofe  of  England, 
"  which  before  that  time  had  maxims  of  policy 
"  of  its  own,  it  has,  by  little  and  little,  fome- 
**  time*  accommodated  itfelf  to  the  interefts  erf" 
**  France,  and  fometimes  to  thofe  of  Spain, 

**  Queen  Elizabeth,"  added  be,  "  who  by 
"  her  prudent  government  has  equaUed  the 
**  fame  of  the  greateft  Sovereigns  that  Chtiftian 
"  Eutt3pe  ever  pofleffed,  well  acquainted  with 
"  the  fituation  of  her  kingdom,  thought  that 
**  the  true  intereft  of  it  was  to  keep  it  in  a  ftate 

"of 
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**  of  perfed  union,  having  deftroyed  all  the  re- 
"  mains  of  the  former  faftions;  very  wifely 
"  judging,  that  England  is  a  great  animal  which 
**  can  never  die  unlefs  it  deftroys  itfelf :  ^"^  Que 
"  FAngleterre  eji  un-  grand  animal  qui  ne  peui 
f*  jamais  mourir  s'il  ne  jt  tue  lui  mefme'' 


CARDINAL  DE  BERULLE. 

This  pious  man  died,  as  the  late  excellent 
Mr.  Granger  died,  while  he  was  celebrating  the 
>Sacrament.  The  Cardinal  fell  dead,  upon 
the  fteps  of  the  ahar,  at  the  moment  of  Confe- 
cration,  as  he  was  pronouncing  the  words  "  hanc 
**  igitur  oblationemy  This  occafioned  the  fol- 
lowing diftich : 

Ccfptafub  extremis  nequeo  dumfacrafacerdot 
Perficerey  at  faltem  vi^ima  perficiam. 

In  vain  the  reverend  Pontiff  tries 
To  terminate  the  facrifice; 
Himfelf  within  the  holy  walls 
The  Heaven-devoted  vi<aim  falls. 

Cardinal  BeruUe  came  over  with  Henrietta 
Maria,  Queen  of  Charles  the  Firft,  to  England, 
as  her  Confeffor,  to  the  Court  of  which  he  en- 
deared himfelf  by  the  fanftity  of  his  morals,  and 
p  3  the 
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the  extreme  propriety  of  his  behaviour.  Like 
the  late  learned  and  excellent  Dr.  Balguy,  he 
pofleffed  the  nalo  epifcopari  in  the  extremeft 
purity  of  intention ;  for  when  his  Sovereign 
Louis  tlie  Thirteenth  of  France  preffed  him 
to  take  the  Bifliopric  of  Leon,  he  refufed ;  and 
on  that  Monarch's  tolling  him  that  he  fhould 
employ  the  folicitation  of  a  more  powerful  ad* 
vocate  than  himfelf  (meaning  the  Pope)  to  pre- 
vail upon  him  to  accept  of  it,  he  faid,  **  that 
"  if  his  M^efty  continued  to  prefs  him,  he 
**  fhould  bo  obliged  to  quit  his  kingdcwn.** 

He^  eflablifhed  the  venerable  Order  of  the 
Fathers  of  the  Oratory  in  France,  founded  by 
San  Philippo  Neri,  and  was  a  man  of  fuch  emi- 
nent goodnefs,  that  Pope  Leo  the  Xlth  faid 
of  him,  when  He  faw  him  at  Rome  as  a  fimple 
friar,  "  Le  Pere  Bcrulle  tCeft  pas  un  kommcy  c*efi 
"  un  an^t^^ 


JACQUES  CALLOT. 

Thi  s  excellent  Engraver  was  born  a  fubjeft  of 
the  Duke  of  Lorraine.  When  Nancy  was  taken 
from  that  Prince  by  Cardinal  Richelieu,  he 
wiftied  Callot  to  make  a  fet  of  prints  defcrip- 
tive  of  the  fiege  of  that  important  place.  The 
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Artift  refufed  ;  andy  on  the  Cardinal's  infilling 
with  him  very  peremptorily,  he  replied,  *'  My 
"  Lord,  if  you  continue  to  urge  me,  I  will  cut 
f^  off  the  thumb  of  my  right  hand  with  my 
^  pen^knife  before  your  face.  I  will  never 
.'*  confent  to  perpetuate  the  calamity  and  dif- 
«  grace  of  my  Sovereign  and  protedor." 

Callot  wore,  attached  to  his  button-hole,  one 
of  his  fmall  copper-plates,  which  he  thought 
his  chef'iToeuvre.  Were  every  diftindion  of 
<ttTiament  as  well  applied,  who  would  not  envy 
Sovereigns  the  power  of  beftowing  them  ? 

This  great  Artift's  mafter-piece  is  his  "  Mi- 
**  feries  of  War  ;*'  miferies  which,  in  the  pre- 
fent  diftrafted  ftate  of  Europe,  do  not  require 
to  be  recaUed  to  our  ipinds  "by  the  powers  of 
imitation. 


CAMPANELLA. 

This  celebrated  Dominican  Friar  of  Naples 
is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Burke  in  his  ingenious 
«*  Effay  on  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful'*  He 
was  accufed  of  treafon  and  of  herefy  by  an  aged 
Friar  of  his  own  Order  with  whom  he  difputed, 
>and  over  whom,  mOft  probably,  he  had  the  ad- 
vantage in  the  difpute.  He  was  imprifoned 
p  4  ^^^ 
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for  twenty-feven  jeusj  and  was  put  to  the  rad: 
fcven  times,  for  twenty-four  hours  each  timd 
By  the  power  of  abftraai6n  which  his  mind 
pofle0ed,  he  bore  the  tortures  ii^ded  upon 
him  with  the  greateft  tranquillity.  He  was  de- 
livered from  his  confinement  at  the  folicitation 
of  Pope  Urban  VIII.  in  1624,  and  came  to 
Paris,  where  he  was  much  confidered  by  Cardi- 
nal Richelieu.  Campanella  wrote  "  Athdfmus 
*'  Triumpiatus''  and  *^  Monanhia  Meffiai^^ 
books  now  become  extremely  fcaice,  like  many 
others,  from  their  not  being  worth  the  re-» 
printing. 


AUGUSTE  DE  THOU. 

It  is  fuppofed  that  the  immediate  caufe  of 
the  profecution  of  this  excellent  and  intrepid 
man  was,  that  his  grandfether  had  mentioned 
Cardinal  Richelieu's  father  in  his  celebrated 
Hiftory  of  His  Own  Times,  in  a  nianner  not 
much  to  his  credit.  His  Judges  were  anxious 
to  fave  him.  **  Af.  le  Chancelier  a  beau  dircy* 
fays  Richelieu,  "  ilfaut  que  M.  de  TAoumeure^ 
"  The  Chancellor  may  fay  what  he  pleafes, 
''  but  M.  de  Thou  mufl  die  ♦." 

•  **  He  has  put  my  lather  in  his  Hiftory,"  faid  the  vin- 
di£^ive  Richelieu,  "  and  J  will  put  his  grrindfon's  name  in 
¥  mine.'* 
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be  Thou,  whilft  he  was  in  prifon,  had  toade 
a  vow  to  endow  a  chapel  whenever  he  gained 
his  liberty.  On  the  morning  of  his  executioa 
he  compofed  the  following  infcription  for  him- 

felf:~ 

Chrifto  Libcratori 

Votum  in  carcerc  pro  libcrtatc  concepturo, 

T.  Augustus  Thuanus 

£  carcere  vitae  jam  jam  liberandus 

Morte  folvit  xii  Junii,  164a. 

Confitebar  tibi  Domine,  quoniam  exaudifti  me  &  . 

fadhis  es  mihi  in  lalutem. 

He  died  with  great  couragp. 


LA  COMTESSE  DE  SAINT  BALMONT. 

"  It  was  in  the  year  1638,"  fays  Abbe 
Arnauld,  in  his  very  amufing  Memoirs,  ^*  that 
*'  I  had  the  honour  to  become  acquainted  with 
^  that  Amazon  of  our  times  Madame  de  Saint 
"  Balmont,  whofelife  was  a  prodigy  of  courage 
**  and  of  virtue,  uniting  in  her  perfon  all  the 
**  valour  of  a  determined  foldier,  and  all  the 
•*  modefty  of  a  truly  Chriftian  woman.  She 
**  was  of  a  very  good  family  of  Lorraine,  and 
*'  wai  bom  with  a  difpofition  worthy  of  her 
birth.  The  beauty  of  her  face  correfponded 
to  that  of  her.  mind,  but  her  fliape  by  no 

**  means 
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**  means  agreed  with  it,  being  fmall  and  father 
"  clumfy.     Providence,  who  had  deftined  her 
"  for  a  life  more  laborious  than  that  which 
^*  females  in  general  lead,  had  fornaed  her  more 
"  robuft  and  more  able  to  bear  bodily  fatigue. 
**  It  had  infpired  her  with  fo  great  a  contempt 
"  for  beauty,  that  when  (he  had  the  fmall-pox 
**  flie  was  as  pleafed  to  be  marked  with  it  as 
"  other  women  arc  afiiided  on  a  fimilar  occa- 
**  fion,  and  faid,  that  it  would  enable  her  to 
•*  be  more  like  a  man.    She  was  married  to  the 
**  Count  de  Saint  Balmont,  who  was  not  infe- 
"  rior  to  her  either  in  birth  or  in  merit.    They 
•'  lived  together  very  happily  till  the  troubles 
*^  that  arofe  in  Lorraine  obliged  them  to  fepa- 
**  nUe.     The  Count  was  conftantly  employed 
**  by  the  Duke  his  Sovereign  in  a  manner  fuit- 
^*  able  to  his  rank*  and  difpofition,  except  when 
**  he  once  gave  him  the  command  of  a  poqr 
**  feeble  fortrefe,  in  which  he  had  the  affurance 
**  to  refill  the  arms  of  Louis  XIV.  for  fevend 
^*  days  together,  at  the  rifque  of  being  treated 
*'  with  th9  extremeft  feverity  of  military  law, 
^'  which  denounces  the  moft  infamous  and  der 
^*  grading  punifhment  againft  all  thofe  Officers 
<^  who  hold  out  without  any  profpeft  of  fuccefs.* 
"  M.  de  Saint  Balmont  went  indeed  fartha-, 
**  and  added  infolence  to  rafhnefs ;  for  at  every 
^«  ftiot  of  cannon  that  was  fired  at  th^  fortrefe, 

**  he^ 
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^*  he    appeared  at  the  windows  attended  by 
*^  fome  fiddlers,  who  played  by  his  fide.     This 
**  madnefs  (for  one  cannot  call  it  by  a  more 
**  gentle  name)  had  nearly  coft  him  very  dear  ; 
**  for  when  he  was  taken  prifoner  it  was  a^- 
**  tated  in  the  Council  of  War,  compofed  of 
**  the  Officers  whom  he  had  treated  with  this 
**  infolence,  whether  he  (hould  not  be  hung  up 
"  immediately;  but  regard  was  paid   to  his 
**  birth,  and  perhaps  to  his  courage,  however 
**  indifcreet.     Madame  de  Saint  Balmont  rc- 
^  mained  upon  his  eftates  to  take  cafe  of  thenu 
"  Hitherto  (he  had  only  exerted  her  fddier- 
"  like    diljpofition  in   hunting  and    (hootii^ 
•*  (which  is  a  kind  of  war),  but  very  foon  aa 
"  opportunity  prefented  itfelf  of  realizing  it, 
•*  and  it  was  this:    An  Officer  in  our  cavalry 
**  had  taken  up  his  quarters  upon  one  of  ker 
**  hufband's  eftates,  and  was  living  there  at  dif- 
•*  cretion,     Madame  de  Saint  Balmont  fent 
"  him  a  very  civil  letter  of  complaint  on  his 
^*  ill  behaviour,  which  he  treated  with  great 
•*  contempt.    Piqued  at  this,  Ihe  was  rcfolved 
^*  that  he  fhould   give  her  (atisfaftion,  and 
^*  merely  confulting  her  rcfentment,  Ihe  wrote 
**  him  a  note,  figned,  Le  Chevalier  de  Saint 
**  Balmont.     In  this  note  (he  obferved  to  him, 
*•  that  the  ui^ntleman-like  manner  in  which 
^  he  had  behaved  to  Jus  fifter-in-law,  obliged 

*^  him 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^20     i.A  COMT£SSE  9B  SAIKT  BALMOKT. 

**  him  to  refent  it,  and  to  defirc  that  he  would 
"  give  him  with  his  fword  that  fatisfaftion  which 
•*  his  kttcr  had  refufed.  The  Officer  accepted 
**  the  challenge,  and  repaired  to  the  place  ap- 
^*  pointed.  Madame  de  Saint  Balmont  met 
"  him  dreffed  in  men*s  clothes.  They  im- 
"  mediatdy  drew  their  fwords,  and  our  he- 
^^  voinc  had  the  advantage  him  -,  when,  after 
"  having  difarmed  him,  (he  faid,  with  a  very 
**  gracious  finile.  You  thou^t.  Sir,  I  make  no 
**  doubt,  that  you  were  fighting  with  Le  Che- 
^^  valierde  Saint  Balmont;  it  is,  however,  a 
"  female  of  that  name  who  returns  you  your 
**  fword,  and  begs  you  in  future  to  pay  more 
**  r^ard  to  the  requefts  of  the  Ladies.  She 
*^  then  left  him,  covered  with  fhame  and  con- 
"  fufion  i  and,  as  the  ftory  goes,  he  immedi- 
**  ately  abfented  himfelf,  and  no  one  ever  tarn 
.**  him  afterwards,  '^^t  be  that  as  it  may,  this 
"  incident  fendng  merely  to  inflame  the  cou/- 
**  r^e  of  the  fair  challenger,  flie  did  not  reft 
*'  fatisfied  with  iperely  preferving  her  eftates  by 
**  ref)elling  force  by  force,  but  (he  afforded  pro- 
"  tedion  to  many  of  the  Gentlemen  in  her 
*'  neighbourhood,  w|io  nude  no  fcruple  to 
**  take  refuge  in  l^er  village,  and  to  put  them- 
"  felves.  under  her  orders  when  (he  took  the 
•*  field,  which  (he  always  did  with  fucco(s,  her 
**  de(igns  being  executed  with  a  prudence  equal 
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**  to  her  courage.  I  have  often,  fays  the  Abbe, 
**  been  in  company  with  this  extraordinary  per- 
"  fon^e  at  the  houfe  of  Madame  de  Feu- 
**  quieres,  wife  to  the  celebrated  Marlhal  of 
"  that  name,  at  Verdun;  and  it  was  quite 
'*  ridiculous  to  fee  how  embarraffed  fhe  ap- 
"  peared  in  her  female  drefe,  and  (after  (he 
**  had  quitted  it  in  town)  with  what  eafe  and 
"  fpirit  (he  got  on  horfeback,  and  attended  the 
"  ladies  that  were  of  her  party,  and  whom  (he 
•*  had  left  in  her  carriage,  in  their  little  excur- 
"  fions  into  the  country. 

"  The  manner  of  living,  however,  of  Ma- 
**  dame  de  Saint  Balmont,  fo  far  removed  from 
**  that  of  her  fex,  and  which  in  all  other  females 
"  who  have  attempted  it,  has  ever  been  found 
"  united  with  libertinifm  of  manners,  was  in 
"  her  accompanied  with  nothing  that  bore  the 
"  leaft  refemblance  to  it.  When  (he  was  at 
^*  home  in  time  of  peaqe,  her  whole  day  was 
•*  employed  in  the  offices  of  religion;  in 
"  prayers,  in  reading  the  Bible  and  books  of 
**  devotion,  in  viliting  the  poor  of  her  pari(h, 
*^  whom  (he  was  ever  affifting  with  the  moft 
"  aftivezeal  of  charity.  This  manner  of  liv- 
**  ing  procured  her  the  admiration  and  efteem 
"  of  perfons  of  all  defcriptions  in  her  neigh- 

**  bourhood, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


I2i,     LA  COMTESSE  UE  SAINT  BAtMONt* 

•*  bourhood,  and  infured  her  a  degree  of  ra* 
**  fpe£t  that  could  not  have  been  greater  to* 
•*  wards  a  Queen  **'* 


MADAME  DE  SEVIGNt. 

^  The  mere  name  of  this  Lady,**  fays  Abbe. 
Arnauld,  "deferves   an  eulpgium  from  thofe 
•*  who  know  how  to  appreciate  fenfe,  wit,  and 
•*  virtue*    I  (hall  never  forget,**  adds  he,  '"  the 
••  firft  time  that  I  had  the  honour  to  fee  this 
^  excellent  Woman  in  her  coach  with  her  fon 
"  and  daughter.     They    realized   what    the 
"  Poets  have  told  us  of  Latona  between  Apollo 
^  and  young  Diana,  fo  much  beauty  and  ele- 
"  gance  appeared  in  the  Mother  and  her  chil- 
**  dren*     She  then  did  me  the  fevour  to  pro- 
**  ipife  me  her  fricndfhip,  and  I  am  not  a  little 
"  prolid  of  having  preferved  to  this  day  a  pre- 
**  fent  fb  dear  and  fo  precious.    But  I  muft  fay 
**  indeed,  to  the  honour  of  the  Ladies,  that  I 
"  have  ever  feuad  them  more  conftant  in  their 
**  friendfhips  than  the  Men.    By  the  Men  I 

•  The  latt  excellent  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Portland  had  a 
Friut  of  thii  extraordinary  wocnan  ia  h^r  Collection* 

"  hav^ 
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"  have  often  been  deceived;  —  never  by  the 
•*  Ladies*." 


LEMERIUS, 


in  the  year  16 18,  quoted  the  following  Latin 
verfes,  which,  he  fays,  were  written  by  a  Pro- 
teftant  Advocate  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris 
fifty  years  before  that  time ;  "  or  rather,"  adds 
he,  "  by  an  Angel,  who  didated  them  to 
"him:'' 

Tefiinat  pr$pero  curfu  jam  temporis  orch^ 

^m  locus  it  Franci  Majejias  prifca  SenatiSj 

Papay  SaardotiSy  MiJJa^  Simutachra^  Diiqui 

Fi^iiiiy  atque  omnes  fuperos  exofa  poteftas 

Ji^dicip  Domini  jujlo  fublata  piribunU 

In  the  dark  volume  of  refiftlefs  Fate 

What  changes  menace  wretched  Gallia's  State  \ 

In  one,  one  lucklefs  yet  approaching  hour 

The  Roman  PontilPs  arrogated  power; 

The  Mafs  itfelf  j  the  Priefts,  a  lacred  train, 

Who  each  dme^honotir'd  rite  with  zeal  maintain; 


♦  The  fagacious  Dr.  Franklin  ufed  to  fay,  that  the  pureft 
and  mofl  ufeful  friend  a  man  could  pof&bly  procure,  was 
a  Frenchwoman  of  a  certain  age  who  had  no  defigns  upon 
his  pcrfon ;  **  they  arc/'  added  he,  **  fo  ready  to  do  you 
**  ^rvice,  and  from  their  knowledge  of  the  world  know  fo 
y*  well  how  to  fcrve.you  wifely/* 

Weak 
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Weak  mortals  raifed  to  the  empyrean  throne^ 
Gods  that  man's  bafe  and  wretched  iabric  own  | 
Powers  that  the  foul  in  flavifh  fetters  bind> 
Debafe  the  noj>Ie  nature  of  mankind. 
With  their  own  phantoms  fcare  his  genVous  breaft. 
And  every  fway  except  their  own  deteftj 
Thefe,  ^^  whilft  eternal  juftice  rules  this  ball/^ 
Thefe,  thefe,  by  Heaven's  own  high  behctt,lhaU  fall; 
In  endlefs  ruin  and  confuiion  hurl'd, 
A  dread  example  to  a  wondering  world. 


MARSHAL  RANTZAU. 

What  contrarieties  often  occur  in  the  farne^ 
perfon  !  How  often  the  indulgence  of  one  vice 
prevents  the  exertiop  and  the  advantage  of  many 
good  qualities,  and  pf  many  virtues !  Auberi  du 
Maurier,  in  his  "  Memoires  de  Hambourg^*  thus 
defcribes  the  celebrated  Marflial  Rantzau — 
**  He  was  a  German  of  high  birth,  and  a  Ge- 
"  neral  of  fuch  great  note,  that  Mazarin  ufed 
•*  to  oppofe  him  to  the  Prince  of  Conde,  when 
**  that  great  Commander  had  the  misfortune 
"  to  be  in  arms  againft  his  country  and  his 
**  Prince."  M.  Rantzau  poflcflcd  admirable 
qualities  both  of  body  and  mind.  He  was  tall, 
fair,  and  very  handfome.  To  fee  him  only,  one 
would  fay  he  was  born  to  rommand.  He  was 
the  fineft  horfeman  ever  beheld.  He  would  hit 
.-  afingle 
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a  fingte  piece  of  money  wth  a  piftol  at  a  hun- 
dred paces*  diftant.  He  was  invincible  with  the 
fmall-fword.  He  fpoke  the  principal  languages 
of  Europe,  and  had  a  general  tafte  for  the 
fciences.  He  was  acquainted  with  all  the  great 
Generals  of  the  age,  having  made  war  under 
them  from  the  moment  he  was  able  to  bear 
arms.  He  faid  in  converfation  many  liv-ely 
^hings ;  and  as  an  infallible  proof  of  the  force  of 
his  eloquence  in  any  council  of  war  in  which 
l)e  ever  fat,  he  always  drew  over  the  other  Mem- 
bers to  be  of  his  fentjments,  fo  ably  did  he  fup- 
port  them  with  powerful  reafons.  If  he  fpoke 
well,  he  wrote  ftill  better.  To  his  courage  no- 
thing was  impoflible.  He  poffeffed  perfed  cool- 
nefs  in  the  greateft  danger,  and  found  expedients 
under  the  heavieft  misfortunes.  His  liberality 
procured  him  the  love  and  efteem  of  his  foldiers, 
and  no  General  knew  how  to  give  his  orders  fo 
well.  But  fo  niany  excellent  and  rare  virtues 
were  effaced  by  his  great  vices.  Never  was  there 
a  more  determined  debauchee.  He  loved  wine' 
and  women  to  excefs,  and  the  moft  feafoned 
drinkers  were  afraid  of  him.  He  fought  their 
company  from  all  parts,  and  no  one  could  equal 
him  in  this  fpecies  of  vice.  Hefometimes  re- 
mained in  a  ftate  of  infenfibility  for  whole  days. 
The  diforder  that  reigned  in  his  private  affairs 
was  inconceivable.  He  gave  away  whatever  he 
bad  about  him  without  difcrimination,  and  he  al- 
VOL,  lY.  Q  ways 
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ways  had  mucli  money  in  his  pocket,  which  h6 
was  robbed  of  during  his  inebriety.  Thus»  like 
a  caflt  without  a  bottom,  all  the  riches  of  India 
would  not  have  been  fufficient  for  him,  and  he 
found  himfelf  compelled  to  fell  all  his  effeAs' 
for.  little  or  nothing-  He- often  loft  his  beft 
friends  for  a  bon-mot.  Du  Maurier,  who  was 
Rantzau's  great  friend,  told  this  extraordinary 
man  one  day,  that  his  exceffesand  irregiriaritief 
would  deftroy  his  health,  and  that  they  would 
prevent  his  rifing  to  the  principal  employments- 
in  the  State.  "  I  would  not,"  anfwered  he,:, 
dartmg  a  moft  ferocious  and  hazard  loofc 
upon  Du  Maurier,  "  I  would  not  give  up  my 
•*  pleafures  tq  become  Emperor  of  Germany.'* 
His  excefles,  during  the  liege  of  Dunkirk  hf 
the  Spaniards,  are  thought  to  have  loft  that 
place.  He  was,  however,  confined  for  foma 
time  in  the  cafUeof  Vinccnnes  for  this^fuppofed* 
negleft,  and  was  cleared  from  any  imputation 
of  treachery  or  of  cowardice.  He  died  foon 
after  his  rcleafe.  During  the  fiege  of  Grave- 
lines,  he  had  one  day  appointed  the  Duke  of 
Orieans,  and  fome  of  the  principal  French  No- 
bility, to  fup  with  him.  He  went,  however, 
in  the  morning,  to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  famous 
Dutch  Admiral  Van  Tromp,  where  he  got  fo 
drunk  with  Malaga  wine,  that  he  fell  under 
the  table  as  if  he  was  dead,  and  was  obliged  to 
be  put  to  bed.  His  Aid-du-camp  made  an  apo- 
logy 
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iogy  to  tke  Duke  of  Orleans  for  hk  njafter^s  not 
being  able  to  attend  him  at  fuppcr^  and  put  it 
iapon  an  exceffivc  {yftll  of  the  fea,  which  had 
prevented  his  leiaving  tfie  Admiral's  (hip; 

To  fhew  the  ds^ng^ts  pf  ebriety,  the  Catholic 
Legends  tell  Us  of  fotne  Hermit  to  whom  the 
Devn  gave  his  choice  of  thtee  crimes;  two  of 
thena  of  the  moft  atrocious  kind,  an^  the  other 
to  be  drunk.  The  poor  Saint  chofe  the  laft, 
as  the  leaff:  of  the  three ;  but  when  drunk,  com- 
mitted the.other  two. 

T^e  baneful  effed's  of  this  jperniciotls  vice 
Upon  the  body  are  defcribed  by  the  ingenious 
Dr.  DarWinv  in  his  •*  Zbonomia,"  under  ah 
allegorjr  Msdiich  wbtidd  not  havfe  difgraced  the 
Ipknffid  ixriiginatibn  of  Lord  Bacon  himfelf. 

**  Prometheus/*  ^ays  the  Do£bor,  "  was 
**  painted  as  ftealing  fire  from  Heaven,  that 
**  might  Well  reprefcnt  the  inflammable  fpirit 
**  produced  by  fermentation,  which  may  be 
•*  faid  to  animate  or  enliven  the  man  of  clay ; 
•*  whence  the  conquefts  of  Bacchus,  as  well  as 
•*  the  temporary  mirth  and  noife  of  his  devo- 
**  tees.  But  the  after-punifliment  of  thofe 
**  who  fteal  this  accurfed  fire,  is  a  vulture  gnaw- 
"  ing  the  liver,  and  well  allegorizes  the  poor 
Q  2  "  inebriate 
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*^  inebriate  lingeruig  for  years  tinder  ,  painful 

«  difeafcs/*         ';  V; 

And  tiiat  the  graces  and  energies  of  ppetry 
may  come  in  aid  of  the  figure  fo  ftrongly  de- 
pifted  in  prpfe,  the  fame  great  Phyfiologift,,in 
his  "  Botanic  Garden,"  in  the  molt  fublime. 
imagery,  and  with  the  greateft  ftrength  of  ,per- 
fonification,  has  compofed  a  pifture  which 
fhould  be  painted  and  hung  up  in  every  cham- 
ber  dedicated  to  Bacchanalian  feftivityV.    , 

Dr.  Darwin  perfonifies  the  Goddefs  or  Wine 
under  the.  name  of  ViTis,.who  thus  afldi;efles 
her  votaries:  ,.  _•. 

<*  Drink  deep,  fi/veet  Youths,"  fedu6liveViti$  cries,' 
The  maudKn  tear-drop  gliftening  in  her  eyes  > 
Green  leaves  and  purple  dufters  crown  her  hca.d>  ;  ' 
And  the  tall  t)iyrfus  ftays  her  tottering  tread: 
**  Drink  deep,"  (he  carols,  as  fhe  waves  in  air 
The  mantling  goblet,  "  and  forget  your  care/* 
O'er  the  dread  feaft  malignant  Chymia  fcowls, 
And  mingles  poifon  in  the  ne£lar'd  bowld. 
Fell  Gout'peeps  grinning  thro*  the  flimfy  fcency 
And  blqated  Dropfy  keeps  behind  unfcen. 
Wrapp'd  in  her  robe,  white  Lepra  hides  her  ftaini^ 
And  filent  Frenzy,  writhing,  bites  his  chains. 
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MALHERBE. 

V  This  great  Poet  was  apt  to  be  a  little  tauftic 
in  don^'erfation.  Some  one  was  talking  before 
him  of  the  nobility  of  his  family: '^*  ^ladl;  my 
**  good  friend/*  replied  he,  "  it  is  in  the  powdr 
**  of  one  woman  to  taint  the  blood  of  Charle- 
**  magne  himfelf/*  Speaking  one  day  of  the 
wickednefs  of  mankiivd,  he  faid,  "Why,  when 
"  there  were  only  three  or  four  perfons  in  the 
^^  world,  one  of  them  killed  his  brotiicn? 

Malhcrbe,  though  perhaps  the  firft  good  poet 
that  France  eVer  produced,  thought  fo  flightly 
of  the  merit  of  his  produftions;  that  he  ufed  to 
fay,  "  a  good  poet  was  of  no  more  ufe  to  a 
"  State  than  a  good  player  at  quoits."  He 
obferted,  "  th^t  the  teft  of  good  vcrfes  was, 
^*  when  they  were  got  by  heart."  Every  one 
remembers  his  cielebrated  ftjii^za  upon  tjie  per- 
tainty  of  death ; 

La  pauvre  en  fa  e/ibanej 
Ou  la  chaume  le  couvrey 

EJt  fujet  a  fes  hhi    ^     :.  '   '  .:      J   .. 

Et  la  garde  que  vieUe  auxbarrtens  de  Lguvvf^ 

^en  defend  pas  nos  RoiSf 

..,     w     ,  -*.••"• 

Q  3  * 
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BisHOsr  OF  y«KcK, 

lifed  to  fay,  thft  to  compofe,  ^sfi  ^n  Autjior'? 
Heaven;  to  qpire^ft.  his  Works,  m  Autbqr's 
Purgatoiy  i  but  to  correft  the  Prefe,  an  A^tho^'s 
HeUt     .-•■■—■- 

PEYRESC. 

This  learned  Frenchman  was  in  England  for 
a  few  months  in  1606.  He  was  prefented  tq 
King  James,  ^yho  often  fent  for  him  to  convcrfe 
with  him,  and  was  particularly  pleafed  with  the 
following  incident,  which  P^yrcfc  related  to 
Iiim, 

Peyrefc  was  prefent  at  a  dinner  given  by  fomc 
perfon  of  cpnfequence  in  London,  who  had  in- 
vited many  men  of  learning  and  of  fciencc  to 
meet  him.  In  the  middle  of  the  dinner,  one  of 
them,  Dr.Torie,  drank  ^o  Peyrefc  out  of  an  im- 
menfe  cup,  filled  with  ftrong  wine,  ai:id  pledged 
him  to  drink  ix  after  him.  Peyref?  excufed 
himfclf,  ho  lefs  oh  account  of  the  fize  of  the^ 
cup,  than  on  account  of  the  liquor  it  contained; 
giving  as  reafons,  the  weaknefs  of  his  ftomach, 
t  and 
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and  his  not  being  at  all  ufed  to  drink  wine. 
The  excufe,  however,  was  not  allowed,  and  he 
c<xifented  to  drink  after  Dr.  Torie,  provided  he 
might  afterwards  be  permitted  to  challenge  him 
in  any  liquor  that  he  pleafed.  To  this  the 
txnnpany  as  well  as  the  Dodor  confented.  Pey- 
refc  then  immediately  taking  the  bowl  in  his 
hand,  drank  it  off  boldly,  all  at  once,  and  fill* 
ing  it  again  with  water,  he  drank  to  Dr.  Torie. 
The  Doftor,  httle  ufed  to  fuch  potionr,  beheld 
him  with  aftonifliment  and  affright ;  yet,  as  he 
Was  not  allowed  to  recede  from  his  agreement, 
lie  puffed  and  tdowed,  put  the  cup  often  to  his 
inouth,  and  as  often  took  it  away  again,  pour- 
ing out  at  the  intervals  fo  many  verfes  from  the 
Greek  and  Roman  Poets,  that  the  day  was  near 
expended  before  he  could  get  all  the  water  dowa 
his  throat,  fo  little  was  he  accuftomed  to  fo  fri- 
gid  a  beverage, 

Gaflendi,  who  wrote  the  Life  of  Peyrefc  in 
very  elegant  Latin,  mentions  this  ftory.  Gaf- 
fendi*s  Life  was  tranflated  into  Englilh  by  Dr. 
Rand,  who  dedicated  it  to  Mr.  Evelyn,  the 
Author  of  *^  Sylva,'*  whom,  from  the  general 
extent  of  his  knowledge,  and  his  love  of  learn- 
ing, he  calk  *>  the  E^iglifh  Peyrefc," 

Gaflendi,  in  his  Life  of  Peyrefc,  mentions  a 

very  curioys  coincidence  of  an  event  after  a 

Q  4  dre^m. 
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dreani,  which,  had  it  happened  to  a  man  oi  a, 
-lefs  forcible  mind  than  that  of  Peyrefc,  might 
have  rendered  him  fuperftitious  for  the  remain-f 
,der  of  his  life, 

Peyrefc  and  M.  Rainier  lodged  together  at 
an  inn  in  the  mid -way  between  Montpellief 
-and  Nifmes.     They  went  to  bed  in  the  fame 
room,  .and  in  the  midft  of  the  night  Rainier 
hearing  hi^  friend  make  a  great  noife  in hisfleep, 
awoke  him,  and  aiked  him  what  was  the  matter 
V^ith  him  that  htrfleep  was  fo  difturbed.  **  Alas ! 
"  my  good  friend,"  replied  Peyrefc,  *^  you  have 
"  fpoiled  the  mod  agreeable  dream  I  ever  had, 
"  I  dreamed  that  I  was  at  Nifmes,  and  th^t  a 
^*  goldfmith  of  that  city  offered  me  a  golden 
^*  coin  of  Julius  Csefar  for  four  quart  d'ecus, 
**  and  juft  as  I  was  giving  him  the  money  you 
"  awoke  me."     Peyrefc,  thinking  no  mqre  of 
his  dream,  went  to  Nifmes,'  and  while  his  din- 
ner was  getting  ready  he  walked  about  the 
town,  apd  went  (as  his  cuftoin  was)  into  a  gold- 
fmith's  (hop  to  afk  if  he  had  any  thing  curious  , 
to  difpofe  of.     The  goldfmith  told  hin^  that 
he  had  a. coin  of  Julius  Caefi^r  in  gold.     Pey- 
refc, taking  the  coin,  ^fked  him  the  price  of  it, 
and  was  told  th^t  it  w^s  four  qu^rt  d'ecus.  Pey-s 
refc  returned  to  the  inn  of  his  friend,  and  told 
kiqi-  with  great  raptui;?,  th^t  hjs  ^ream,  which 
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his  kindncfs  had  interrupted,  w^s  then  realized 
indeed^ 


LOUIS  THE  FOURTEENTH, 

CALLED   THE   GREAT* 
[1643—1715.] 

From  a  converfation  the  great  Prince  of 
Condc  had  with  this  Prince  when  he  was  very 
young/  he  faid  pf  him  to  Cardinal  Mazarin, 
^*  There  is  ftufF  enough  in  him  to  make  threfe 
■^  Kings  and  one  honeft  man."  The  flattery 
And  fervility  of  his  fubjefts  deftroyed  in  Louts 
the  kingly  part  of  his  charaAier;  that  of  the 
honeft  man  remained,  as  Louis  was  fuppofed, 
during  his  very  long  reign,  never  to  have  broken 
any  promife  which  he  had  made,  nor  ever  to 
have  betrayed  a  fecret  confided  to  him* 

Louis,  from  very  early  life,  appears  to  have 
bepn  modefl:  and  prudent.  Segrais  fays,  that 
when  this  Monarch  was  about  feventeen  years 
pf  age,  he  followed  him  and  his  brother,  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  out  of  the  play-houfe,  and 
tljat  he  heard  the  Duke  alk  t|ie  King,  what  he 
fhoyght  of  the  play  they  had  juft  then  been 
^ing,  ^nd  which  had  been  well  received  by 

the 
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:  the  a^di€nce,  '^  Brother,"  rejplkd  Louis,  "  do 
•♦  not  you  know  that  I  never  pretend  to  give  my 
**  opinion  on  any  thing  that  I  do  jxot  perfeftly 

^  underftandr 

In  Pcliflbn's  Works  there  arc  fome  notes  of  ^ 
converfation  that  paffed  between  Louis,  three 
noblemen,  and  himfelf,  at  the  liege  of  Lifle  in 
1667.  Louis,  after  mentioning  the  difficulties 
and  dai^ers  that  had  occurred  during  the  fiege  of 
this  town,  adds,  •*  All  thefe  circumftances  have 
^  only  ferved  to  render  my  courage  ftronger ;  and 
**  as  they  are  in  general  known  to  my  army,  I 
^  waa  afraid  that  they  would  intimidate  my 
^*  foldiers  j  and  feeing  that  our  fviccefs  woxild 
'  ^  depend  upon  our  extreme  vigilance  and  ac- 
^^  tivity,  and  in  our  preventing  the  inhabitants 
•*  of  the  jJace  from  becoming  foldiers,  which 
^  they  would  do,  if  they  were  to  gain  the  leaft 
•*  advantage  over  us,  I  thought  th$t  there  was 
**  nothing  but  my  example^  and  that  of  ^ly 
f*  Officers,  and  of  my  Nobility,  that  could  in- 
•*  ^ir^  my  army  with  an  e^^traordinaryxourage,^ 
••  that  at  Ifirft  aftoniftied  the  enemy.  On  thefe 
^  accovmts,  I  have  been  anxious  that  my  pre- 
**  fence  fhould  animate  every  adtion  of  my  fol- 
**  diers;  and  that  nothmg  whatever  might  ef* 
**  cape  me,  I  have  pafled  every  night  with  the 
•*  advanced  gimrd,  at  the  head  of  my  fquadron^j^ 

*^and 
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f^  s^nd  I  have  fppt  every  dq.y  in  tjie  trenpheg, 
^«  fo  that  if  the  enemy  wifhed  to  majce  afiy  atr 
f^  tempt  upon  my  liaes^  or  thought  fit  to  make 
*"  any  fortie  from  the  ^oy(rn,  J  mijght  have  beeo 
f*  prepared  to  charge  upoji  them  with  all  my 
*"  Court.  Ttefe  ^l^en  are  the  true  re^fons  th^t 
f^  havp  made  ine  appear  perhaps  a  Httle  more  acr 
'"  tive  at  the  head  dFn^y  army  than  a  King  ought 
'**  to  be  (who  had  not  all  thefp  motives),  and 
'**  in  my  fituatipn  I  am  better  pleafed  with  be-. 
f*  ing;  a  little  too  ralh,  when  I  fee  the  enemy, 
f*  than  with  being  a  little  too  prudent.  Yet 
."  ftill  you  fee  the  enemy  have  fo  far  refpeded 
5*  my  perfoxi  ^itherto,  that  they  have  not  yet 
/'  firpd  at  me,  as  they  could  eafily  h^ve  done ; 
f*  at\d  ][  hope  that  God  will  yet  preferve  my  life 
^'  a  long  time,  for  the*  good  of  my  kingdom, 
^*  and  that  I  may^  Uve  to  acknowledge  your 
"  fcryices  and  your  friendfhip* 

**  I  kriow  well,"  added  Louis,  "  thOrt  c*- 
f^  lumny  attacks  the  perfons  s>{  Kings  as  weU  ^ 
f^  thpfe  of  o^her  merl^  ^nd  though  its  a^row^s 
f*  are  more  concealed,  t^ey  do  not,  f^il  to  penei- 
f *  tra^te  the  heart  of  every  Soveijeign,  when  they 
"  are  only,  defended  by  the  external  marks  of 
f^  royalty.  When  a  King  is  pleafed  with  heaf.- 
f'  ipg  himfelf  continually  praifed,  and  when 
fj  his  hp^rt  is  as  little  nice  ^  his  ears,  he  is  not 
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**  unufudly  the  only  perfon  in  his  kingdom 
**  that  is  fatisfied  with  fiimfelf.  Our  facred  per- 
**  fon  alone  does  not  render  our  reputation 
^*  facred;  and  thotigh  I  know  very  well,  that 
**  there  ought  to  be  a  great  deal  of  difference 
**  between  the  couriage  of  a  King  and  that  of  a 
"  private  perfon,  our  good  adtions  and  our  vir- 
**  tues  can  alone  infure  us  immortality. 

"  Kings  are  mor^ '  cruelly  treated  with  rc- 
"  fpeft  to  their  conduct:  than  other  men,  as 
"  their  hearts  afe  not,  like  their  aftions,  ex^ 
**  pofed  to  the  eyes  of  their  fubjedls.  Subjeds 
**  in  general  judge  of  the  aft  ions  of  Princes 
^^  from  their  own  interefts  and  their  own  paf- 
**  lions,  and  very  rarely  according  to  candour 
**  and  juftice.  Thus  it  happens  that  Kings 
**  are  crften  blamed  for  what  they  ought  to  be 
^*  praifed,  and  when  perhaps,  to  perform  th^ir 
"  duty  properly,  they  are  forced  to  facrifice 
"  every  thing  to' the  good  of  their  people.  I 
**  have  always  thought,  that  the  firft  virtue 
*'  in  a  Sovereigii  is  that  of  firmnefs  of  mind, 
"  and  that  he  ftiould  never  permit  his  refolu- 
"  tion  to  be  fhaken  either  by  blame  or  by 
**  praife ;  and  that  to  govern  well  the  kingdom 
"**  entrufted  to  his  care,  the  happinefs  of  his 
"  fubjeds  (hould  be  the  pole  to  which  his 
*•  aftions  Qiould  point,  without  taking  the  leaft 
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^*  nojticeof  the  ftorms  and  the  difFerei^  tern- 
**  pells  that  may  agitate  his  ftiip.'* 

Louis  when  he  was  thirty  •three  year$.of  age,» 
wrote  fome  diredtions  for  his  fon  (/e  Grand 
Dauphin^  as  he  was  called),  which  are  preferved 
in  the  King's  Library  at  Paris.  Peliflbn  is 
fuppofed  to  have  corrected  them.  They  begin 
thus:  .    .* 

"  You  will  find  nothing,  my  ibn^fb  com- 
■^'  pletely  laborious  as  great  idlenefs,  if  you 
**  have  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  that  vice; 
*•  difgufted  in  the  firft  place  with  bufinefs, 
••  afterwards  with  your  pleafures,  and  at  laft 
**  with  the  idknefs  itfelf,  and  looking  in  vain 
*•  for  that  which  you  can  never  find^  the  fweets 
'*  of  repofe  and  of  leifure,  without ..  fome  occu- 
**  pation  or  fome  fatigue  that  muft  always  pre- 
**  cede  that  happy  flate. 

**  The  principal  bufinefs  of  a  King  is  to  let  ^ 
**  good  fenfe  have  fair  play  in  every  thing. 
**  Good  fenfe  ads  naturally,,  and  without  any, 
"  great  effort.     What  employs  us  properly  is. 
**  very  often  attended  with  lefs  fatigue  than 
"  that  which  would  merely  amufe  us,  and  the 
**  utility  of  it  is  always  evident.     A  King  can 
[^  have  no  latisfadion  c^ual  to  that  of  being 
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*•  able  to  obfemr  cvcfry  day  how  muth  hA'fial 
**  increafed  the  bappthc6  of  lib  fubje€fe,  and 
"  how  thofe  excellent  projefts  fucceed,  of  which 
•*  hkiifeffgavethe  plan  And  the  defign* 

'  **  Gonfider  ^erill,  tny  dtear  fon,  that  we  not 
**  oiHy  arc  deficitot  iii  gratitude,  tod  in  jufldcei 
**  but  in  prudence  a!nd  in  good  fenfe,  when  we 
"  do  not  pay  the  proper  degree  of  veneration  to 
"  that  Being  whofe  vicegerents  (lieutenansj  only 
**  we  aife/' 

In  thefe  obfervatibns  the  natural  good  fen{e 
and  gobd  intentions  of  the  Monarch  break  otit, 
in  fpite  of  the  wretched  and  confined  edticatibn 
which  Mazarin  gave  him,  in  order  coniipletdy  • 
to  govern  him,  ahd  of  which  he  and  his  peOjile 
eVer  afterwards  felt  the  ill  eifeAs.  Abbe  de 
Lorlguerue  fays  of  Louis,  "  that  he  was  natu- 
"  rally  a  great  friend  of  juftice,^  and  of  good 
**  intentions,  but  that  he  was  extremely  igno- 
*^  rant  iii  matters  of  Icience  and  literature  i*"' 
or,  as  he  puts  it  mote  fboilgly  "  //  nefgavoii 
^*  rien  de  rien.  So;"  fays  he  ^  his  Majefty  was 
*'  continually  deceived.  He  was  really  afraid 
**  of  men  of  partis.  //  craignit  les  efprits^  that 
^^  was  his  expreffion.  A  Foreign  minifter^" 
adds  the  Abbe,  "  ufed  to  fay,  that  there  were 
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•*  moft  aflufedly  in  Louis;  the  Fourteenth^ 
♦*  time  many  men  of  merit  in  Finance,  but 
**  that  really  he  6evei*  faw  one  of  them  ia' 
<*  place," 

Louis  had  a  viotent  pafliori  fot  buyding,  ancf 
preferred)  it  leems,  the  maffliy  and  low  fitu- 
ation  of  VerfaiUes  to  the  dry  and  efevated  fittf 
of  St.  Germain,  that  he  might  nc^  fee  frdolf 
his  windows  the  fteeples  of  the  Royal  Abbe^ 
of  SL  Denis,  in  which  his  predeceflbrs  had 
been  buried,  and  in  which  himfelf  was  to' reft. 
How  mortified  would  this  Prince  have  been^ 
Had  he  known,  that  in  all  the  public  ^nd  pri-' 
vate  edifices  taken  together  whith  he  had  c^iedf 
to  be  built,  there  are  according  to  the  calcuk* 
tJonof  a  celebrated' Scotcfr  Antiquary  at  Roitae, 
fewer  cubic  feet  of  mafonry  than  in  the  lliigW 
fkbric  erefted  by  i  Roman:  Emperor,  the  Anl-' 
phitheatre  of  Vefpafian  1' 

Louis  had  the  n[lerit  of  knowing  his  own  ig- 
norance in  literary  matters ;  for  when  once  OA' 
his  paflagd  to  the  Army  in  Flanders,  he  had 
cccafion  to  fpend  fome  time  at  a  fmall  Abbeys 
of  Benedidins,  the  Prior  talked  to  his  Majefly 
about  the  charters  it  contained.  "  Alas,  Sir,** 
replied  Louis,  "  you  are  much  too  learned  for 
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"  me  !  My  coufm  the  Prince  of  Condc  will  be 

"  here  in  a  few  days :  you  may  tell  all  this  to* 

"  him ',  he  is  the  Dodor  of  our  family.** 

,  ■» 

Louis  one  day  afked  Racine,  who  was  the 
French  writer  that  had  done  moft  honour  to 
his  reign.  Racine  replied,  "  Moliere,  Sire." 
"  1  did  not  think  fo,"  anfwered  Louis,  ?*  but 
"you  are  a  better  judge  of  thefe  matters  than 
*^  I  am/*  * 

As  Louis*s  walk  was  different  from  that  of  his 
Courtiers,  fo  was  his  pronimciation.  FrangoiSy^ 
the  name  of  his  fubjedts,  he  always  pronounced 
like  the  name,  of  the  Saint. 

Louis,  on  hearing  fome  public  Speaker  make 
ufe  ctf  thefe  words,  "  Le  Roi  et  V  Etat^^  ex- 
claimed loudly,  ^'  UEtat!  c'qfi  uoi''  .And 
well  indeed  might  he  make  that  exclamation;, 
for  when,  in  the  diftrefles  of  his  kingdom,  in' 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  confulted  the  Doc- 
tors, of  the  Sorbonne  whether  he  might  raife. 
taxes  by  his  own  authority,  without  the  forma- 
lity of  their  being  regiftered  by  the  Parliament* 
of  his  kingdom,  they  anfwered  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 
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In  an  Infcription  under  his  ftatue  he  was 
thus  ftiled  :  "  The  glory  of  Kings,  the, delight 
**  of  the  human  race,  the  terror  of  his  enemies, 
^  the  idol  of  his  fubje<^s,  and  the  admiration 
^*  of  all/' 

■     ■  'nihil  ejiy  qubd  treieYe  Aeje 

Non  poffit'i  cum  laudatur  Diis  dqua  poUjiau 

Ye  fliamelefs  flatterers  of  a  mortars  pride, 
Your  Monarch's  power  with  that  of  Jove  divide : 
Crufh'd  by  his  dire  and  arbitrary  fway, 
Yourfelves  fhall  cuffe  th'  idolatry  ye  pay. 

^egrais  fays,  "  that  fome  young  Noblemen, 
**  who  were  about  the  perfon  of  Louis  the 
*'  Fourteenth,  were  talking  one  day  before  him 
**  (when  he  was  about  eleven  years  old)  of  the 
"  defpotic  power  of  the  Emperors  of  Turkey, 
**  and  what  great  things  they  did  in  confe- 
**  quence  of  it.  Aye,"  faid  the  young  Prince, 
**  this  may  be  called  reigning  indeed/'  The 
Marlhal  d'Eftrees,  who  happened  to  be  prefent, 
faid,  ^*  Your  Majefty  perhaps  docs  not  know, 
"  that  even  in  the  courfe  of  my  life  I  have 
*'  known  three  or  fou/  of  thcfe  Emperors  put 
^  to  death  by  the  bow-ftring."  Marftial  de 
Villeroi,  Governor  to  the  young  King,  imme- 
diately arofe  .from  his  featj  went  up  \o  d'Ef- 
treeS,  and  thanked  him  for  the  excellent  leflbn 
which  he  had  given  to  his  royal  pupil. 

VOL,  IV.  R   .  Louis 


•Digitized 


by  Google 


^4^  LOUIS    THE    FOURTEENTH. 

Louis  feems  to  have  had  one  part  of  an 
honeft  and  ingenuous  mind :  he  was  inclined 
to  take  advice,  and  to  alter  his  conduft  whea 
he  was  convinced  it  was  wrong.  His  perfou 
was  very  beautiful,  and  he  was  very  fond  of 
exhibiting  it.  He  very  often  danced  upon  the 
flage  of  Verfailles  in  fome  of  Quinault's  Operas. 
Racine,  in  the  Tragedy  of  Britannicus,  had  the 
boldncfs  and  the  kindnefs  to  fay  of  Nero, 

//  excelle  a  conduire  un  char  dans  fa  carritre^ 
j1  difputer  des  prix  indlgnes  de/es  mainSj 
Afe  donner  lui  mime  enfpeSlack  au  Romains. 

With  futile  (kill  and  ill-dire6led  grace, 

He  pants  to  outftrip  the  chariots  in  the  race. 

Gazed  at  by  millions  of  plebeian  eyes, 

From  his  own  fubjcSs  hands  he  -feeks  the  prize ; 

A  prize  that  but  proclaims  the  victor's  fhame ; 

How  for  below  a  Monarch's  nobler  aim ! 

The  judicioui  Monarch  took  the  hint,  and 
never  afterwards  appeared  upon  the  ftage. 

Louis,  who  had  excellent  natural  fenfe,  and 
who  was  by  no  means  fanguinary,  was  n^^ft 
probably  led  into  the  cruelties  which  he  per- 
mitted to  be  exercifed  againft  his  Proteftant 
fubjeds,  by  his  fanatical  Chancellor  Le  TelKer^ 
and  his  Cpnfeffor  of  the  iame  name ;  for  in  the 
Jnftrudions  to  his  Son  before  mentioned  ia-this 
Article,  he  teUs  him,  "  It  appears  to  me,  tnjr 
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**  fonj  that  thofe  pcrfons  who  wifti  to  employ 
**  extreme  and  viofent  meafurcs  do  not  under* 
•*  ftand  the  nature  of  this  cvil>  occafioned,  m 
"  part,  by  the  heat  of  the  imagination  ;  which 
**  (hould  rather  be  fuffered  to  die  away,  and 
**  to  extinguifli  itfelf  infenfibly,  than  to  be  in- 
^  flamed  afrefti  by  ftrong  bppofition ;  more  par- 
f*  ticularly  when  the  corruption  is  not  confined 
**  to  a  fmall  number  of  perfons  who  arc  known^ 
^^  but  difFufed  through  all  parts  of  the  State. 
^*  And  befides,  thefe  Reformers  fpeak  truth 
"  upon  many  fiibjeds.  The  beft  method, 
**  then,  to  reduce  by  degrees  the  number  of 
"  the  Huguenots  in  my  kingdom,  was  mpft 
*^  certainly  jiot  that  of  continually  haraffing 
*^  them  with  fome  new  and  rigorous  cdid/* 

**  Opufcules  Liter  air es^*  Paris  1767. 

Louis,  who  affefted  to  ftyle  himfelf  **  Le 
"  Doyen  des  RoiSy^  the  Father  of  the  Kings  of 
his  time,  on  account  of  his  age,  and  the  number 
of  years  in  which  he  had  reigned,  ufed  oc- 
cafionally  to  make  this  very  melancholy  obfer- 
vatibn :  **  When  I  Ipeftow  a  favour,  I  make  one 
**  perfon  ungrateful,  and  nineteen  pcrfons  dif- 
**  contented." 

M.  du  Frefne  took  occafion  one  day  to  re- 
mark to  this  Prmde,  that  he  did  wt  appear  to 
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befufEciently  cautious  in  the  liberty  which  he 
gave  to  every-oxie  to  approach  his  perfbn,  and 
ajjore  paiticu)arly  when  he,  was  at  war  with  a 
.  Ration  *  tha,t  were  irritated  againft  him,  and 
were  capable  pf  attempting  any  thing.  "  I  have 
i^.  received,  Sir^"  faid  Louis,  "  a  great  many 
**  hii^ts  like  this  ;  in  (hort,  if  I  were  capable  of 
1*  taking  them,  my  life  would  not  be. .worth 
",  having:,  it  is  in  the  hands  of  God,  he  will 
"  di^ofe  of  it  as  he  pleafesj  arjd  therefprej  do 
*^  not  prefurne  to  make. the* leaft alteration  in 
*•  ,my  conduct."   • 

'       '  •      \  .     ''w 

I^uis  was  once  harangued  by  a  very  indif- 
ferent orator,  to  whom  his  Majefty  paid  a  hand-» 
fome  compliment.'  A  Lady  who  was  prefent 
appeared  much  furprized  at  the  civil  things 
that  Louis  faid  to  him.  "  I  think  indeed.  Ma- 
"  dam,  as  you  do  of  the  fpeaker,"  faid  the 
Monarch ;  "  but  if  a  civil  word  or  two  will 
"  render  a  man  happy,  he  muft  be  a  wretch  in- 
"  deed  who  will  not  give  them  to  him.'*  , 

'J'his  Prince  had  granted  a  pardon  to>t  Noble- 
man who  had  committed  fome  very  great  crime, 
M.'Voifm,  the  Chancellor,  ran  to  him  in  his 
clofet,  and  exclaimed,  "  Sire,  you  cannot  par- 

/j    '. :    '    ::■      -  '        •      -    •  • 

.     *  Jhe  Dutch. 
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^*  don  aperfpij  in  the  fituation  of  M. /* 

"  I  have  promifed  him,"  replied  the  King,  who 
was  ever  rimpatient  ,of  contradidion ;  *^  go  and 

"fetch,  the  Great  Seal."—"  But,  Sire, ^'* 

"  — Pray  Sir  do  as  I  o;rder  you."  The  Chan- 
CcUoi;  returns  with  the  feals,  JUouis  appljes  them 
-  hiqnifelf  tp^  the  inftrument  containing  the  par- 
don, and  gives  them  again  to  the  Chancellor.' 
"  They  are  polluted  now.  Sire,"  exclaims  this 
intrepid  and  excellent,  Magiftrate,  pufliiijgthem 
frorn  him  pa  the  tabl^i . "  I ,  cannot  tak^.  tli^m 
"  again." — "  What  ai^  ii^pr^ics^bip  rpan,!*'^ 
^rie$  the  Monarch,  aiv}  thjr«ow&,the  pardon  inta 
the  fira.  "  I  will  now,  Sir,e,f  take  them  -again : 
**  the  fire,  you  know,  purifies  every  thing," 

^  One  of  this  Moijarch's  favourite  Yajetrde-- 
ChambreSjhad  a  law  fuit  with  his  uncle,  and  re- 
queued the  King  to  t^e  a  P^t  in  it  fpi;,  him: ' 
**  Alas  !:^Sire,"^  faid  he,  "-it  is  no.  very. great 
*^  difficulty  i  you  have  only  to  fpeak  Pfte  little' 
"  word." — "  That,  my  friend,"  replied -Louis, 
"  gives  me  the  leaft  apprehenfion.  But,  were 
**  you  now  in  your  uincle's  fituation,  Should  jp^/< 
<'  like  that  I  (hould  fpeak  that  littjie  word  ?'* 

'  In  1673  the  Dauphin  was  afflifted. -with  a 

diforder  of  no  great  oonfeqoence,  which  fome 

of  tbertatlers  about  the'  Court  of  Verfailles  af- 
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fe<9:cd  to  attribute  to  the  feverity  with  which  he 
was  treated  by  his  Governor,  the  excellent  Duci 
de  Montaufier.  Louis,  however,  foon  jfileticed 
this  nonfenfe,  by  faying,  "  I  have  only  one  fon ; 
"  yet  I  had  much  rather  that  he  fhould  die, 
^  than  that  he  fliould  not  know  his  duty,  and 
*'  fo  become  a  burden  and  a  curfe  to  his 
''  people." 

**  I  had  once,'*  fays  Duclos,  **  the  curiofity 
^  to  make  out,  from  the  papers  of  M.  Col- 
*^  berf,  the  aniount  of  the  fums  of  money 
**  given  away  by  Loub  the  Fourteenth,  m 
^^  penfions  to  men  of  learning,  of  talents,  and 
"  of  knowledge,  as  well  in  foreign  countries 
**  as  in  his  own.  It  did  not  exceed  66,300 
*^  livresi  52,300  livres  to  Frenchmen,  and 
"  14,000  toftrangers;  making,  in  the  whole, 
*^  about  three  thoufknd  and  four  hundred 
*^  pounds  fterling  a  year  5"  the  expence  of  a 
few  hours  only  of  tlie  deftrudive  wars  in  which 
he  engaged  his  country.     — 

Louis,  on  his  death-bed,  thus  addreffed  his 
infant  grandfon,  afterwards  Louis  XV. 

"  My, dear  child,  you  will  very  foon  be- 
*^  ;come  the  Kin^  of  a  great  country.     What  L 
''  wilh  particularly  to  rotommend  to'ysooj  iv 

"  never 
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**  never  to  forget  the  obli^tions  you  have  to 
"  your  Creator.  Retncmber  that  by  his  power 
**  alone  you  are  every  thing  that  you  are. 

"  Strive  to  preferve  peace  with  your  neigh- 
**  bours.  I  have  been  too  fond  of  war.  Do 
"  not  imitate  me  in  that,  nor  in  the  great  ex- 
"  peaces  in  which  I  have  been  involved. 

"  Take  advice  in  every  thing ;  and  be  care- 
"  fill  to  inform  yourfelf  what  advice  is  beft, 
**  and  always  follow  it, 

**  Eafe  your  fubjefts  from  taxes  as  foon  as 
**  you  can,  and  you  will  then  have  the  happi- 
**  nefs  of  doing  that  which  I  had  the  misfor- 
*•  tune  never  to  be  able  to  do*/* 


PRIKCE  OF  CONDE. 


The  term  pet  its  maitres  was  firft  applied  to 
this  great  General  and  his  followers,  who,  flufhed 
with  the  vidories  of  Lens,  &c.  which  they  had 
gained,  on  their  return  from  the  army  to  Paris, 

*  Thefe  fentences  were,  till  the  beginning  ©f  the  French 
Revolution,  infcribed,  iq  gold  letters,  over  the  head  of  the 
bed  in  which  the  Kings  of.  France  ufed  to  deep. 
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gave  theqifelves  a  great  many  airs,  and  wct^ 
iafuffqrably  impertinent  and  troublefome* 

Richelieu,  a  very  good  judge  of  men,  was 
mych  ftruck  with  the  precocity  of  talents^  that 
appeared  in  this  Prince  when  he  was  very  young. 
He  told  Chavigny,  "  I  have  been  juft  now 
**  having  a  converfation  of  tfyo  hours  with  the 
**  young  Duke  d^Enghuein  upon  the  art  mili^ 
"  tary,  upon  religion,  and  upon  the  intcrefU 
"  of  Europe:  be  wiljl  be  the  greateft  General 
"  in  Europe,  and  the  firft  p:ia,n  of  his  tirne> 
^*  and  perhaps  of  the  times  to  come/* 

Louis  XIV.  who  could  never  forgive  the 
part  Conde  took  againft  him  in  the  Fronde^ 
feems  never  to  have  entirely  given  him  his  con-. 
fidence,  or  to  have  made  that  ufe  of  the  talents 
of  this  Prince  which  he  Ihoyld  have  made. 

The  Prince  of  Conde  was  a  ftrilcing  illuftra^ 
tion  of  the  obfervation  made  by  the  acute  Dn 
Johnfon,  that  in  public  fpeaking  there  was 
often  more  of  knack  and  of  habit  than  of  real 
talent  or  knowledge :  for  whilft  Conde  never 
rofe  to  fpeak  in  the  Parliament  of  Paris  but  to, 
difgrace  himfelf,  (jafton  his  coufin,  with  a  mind 
very  inferior  to  his  in  every  reipeft^  was  very 
well  heard  in  that  Aflembly. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


PRINCE   OF   CONPE.  t49 

His  Sovereign  Louis  XIV.  once  paid  Condc 
A  very  handfome  compliment.  The  Prince,  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  was  very  lame  with  the 
gout,  and  was  one  day  in  that  fituation  apdo- 
gizing  to  Kim  for  making  him  wait  for  him 
^t  the  top  of  the  great  ftair-cafe  at  Verfailles, 
which  he  was  afcending  very  flowly,  "  Alas ! 
"  my  coufin,"  replied  he,  *'  who  that  is  fo 
^*  loaded  with  laurels  as  yourfelf  can  w^fc 
''  faft?" 

The  Prince  was  a  man  of  fome  learning  him*» 
felf,  and  extremely  fond  of  the  converfation  of 
learned  and  ingenious  men.  Moliere,  Boileau, 
and  the  celebrated  writers  of  their  time,  w^rc 
frequently  with  him  at  Chantilly,  He,  how- 
ever, expeftcd  as  much  deference  from  thefe 
great  men  in  literary  matters,  as  he  had  been 
ufed  to  exaft  from  his  Officers  at  a  Council  of 
Wan  Boileau,  however,  had  once  the  fpirit  to 
contradift  him  on  fome  fubjeft  of  literature,  of 
which  moft  probably  he  knew  more  than  the 
Prince,  Conde  foon  fired,  and  darted  his  eye? 
upon  him,  fparkling  with  rage  and  indignation. 
"  Upon  my  word,"  faid  the  fatirift,  **  in  fu- 
^*  ture  I  will  take  particular  care  to  be  of  the 
*^  fame  opinion  with  the  Prince  of  Condc  when 
[^  he  is  in  the  wrong," 
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Pains  had  been  early  taken  by  fbme  of  the 
.  Prince's  fuppofed  friends  to  fhake  his  belief  iit 
.  Chriftianity ;  he  always  replied,  "  You  give 
•*  yourfelves  a  great  deal  of  unneceflary  trou- 
^  ble :  the  difperfion  of  the  Jews  will  always 
**  be  an  undeniable  proof  to  me  of  the  truth 
•*  of  our  holy  religion^** 

Some  writer  fays,  that  the  difpofition  of  a 
man  is  to  be  known  by  his  hand-writing.  This 
obfervation  feems  realized  in  this  great  Prince, 
who  was  a  man  of  a  very  violent  and  hafty 
temper.  Segrais  fays  of  him,  "  The  Prince 
**  df  Condc  ufed  to  write  without  taking  his 
**  pen  from  the  paper  till  he  had  finilhed  a  fen- 
•*  tence,  and  without  putting  any  pointj  or 
^  adjimdts  to  his  letters.'* 

"  A  good  General^**  faid  this  great  Prince, 
**  may  be  beaten,  but  he  can  never  be  fur- 
**  prized." 

One  of  his  maxims  was,  that,  to  enable  a 
General  not  to  be  afraid  of  his  enemies  when 
they  were  near  to  him,  he  (hould  have  taken 
the  precaution  to  have  been  afraid  of  them 
when  they  were  at  a  diftance  from  him. 

Continually  fuccefsfiil  himfel^  he  ftill  made 

great  allowances  for  the  want  of  fuccefe  in 

9  ethers; 
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Others  J  and  when  all  the  inilitarj'  men  of  his 
country  were  outrageous  at  M.  de  Crequi  on 
the  lofs  of  the  battle  of  Confarbech,  he  nobly 
exclaimed,  like  a  man  who  judged  of  men 
from  them&lves,  and  not  from  what  had  hap* 
pened  to  them,  "  All  that  M.  de  Crequi 
**  wanted  to  make  him  one  of  the  beft  Gene- 
**  rals  in  the  univerfe,  was  to  have  been  de- 
**  feated/' 

In  1679  he  requefted  his  Sovereign  to  per- 
mit him  to  retire  to  his  Chateau  of  Chantilly^ 
on  account  of  his  ill  health*  Louis  replied, 
^*  It  is  Ayith  the  greateft  regret  that  I  grant  you 
^*  tlie"  permiffion  you  defire;  for,  alas!  my 
**  Coufin>  I  then  fliall  be  deprived  of  the  ad- 
^*  vice  of  the  greateft  man  in  my  kingdom.'* 

In  his  retreat  he  amufed  himfelf  with  the 
cmbelliftiment  of  his  domain,  with  his  books, 
and  with  the  converfation  of  a  few  friends, 
amongft  whom  were  Mdliere,  Boileau,  and 
Father  Bouhours. 

On  his  deatli-bed  his  Confeflbr  told  him, 
that  he  pould  not  adminifter  to  him  the  facra- 
ments,  untefs  he  pardoned  every  one  who  had 
ojfFended  him.  "  Alas !  my  good  Father,"  re- 
plied he,  "  how  can  you  infift  on  that  topic  j 

"  you 
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"  you  who  know  very  well  that  I  ijever  enter- 
*'  tained  the  leaft  refentment  againft  any  per- 
♦*  fon  during  the  whole  courfe  of  my  life  ?" 

rWhen  he  took  leave  of  his  fon  the  Due 
d'Enghuein,.hc  gave  him  his  bleffing,  and  faid» 
fixing  his  eyes  upon  him  in  the  moft  affec- 
tionate manner,  "  Jn  thi^  world,. my  fan,  which 
♦M  am  about  to  quit,  there  is  only  one  thmg 
*•  that  is  folid  and  deferves  efteem ;  that  is,  to 
**  have  be^n  throughoyt  life  ^  honeft  man  *," 


GASTOJJ,  DUKE  OF  ORLEANS, 

Posterity  will  not  readily  forgive  this 
Prince  for  not  exerting  himfelf  fufEciently  ta 
fare  his  friend,  the  illuftrious  Montmorency, 
from  the  fcafFoId ;  the  fame  feeblenefs  of  mind 
infefting  him  in  this,  as  qn  moft  other  occafions, 

^  **  This  life  (fays  the  excellent  Mr.  Locke,  in  the 
**  laft  letter  he  wrote  to  his  friend  Mr.  Aothony  Collins) 
•*  IS  a  fcene  of  vanity  that  foon  pafles  away,  and  affords  na 
**  fc4id  fatisfa6lion  but  in  the  copfcioufjiefs  of  doing  welU 
'•  and  in  the  hopes  of  anpther  life.  This  is  what;  I  can 
^  fay  upon  experience,  and  what  you  will  find  to  be  true 
H  when  you  come  td  make  up  the  account*  Adieu,  t 
•*.  Iqavc  my  beft  wiflie§  with  you^ 

♦*  John  Lock^.*^ 

During 
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puring  the  time  of  the  Fronde,  had  his  mind 
been  fufficiently  fteady  and  determined,  he 
might  have  been  the  arbiter  of  his  divided  and 
diftraded  country. 

Antonio  Priuli  gives  this  melancholy  account 
of  the  latter  years  of  a  Prince  of  the  Bfebd, 
brother  to  one  Monarch,  and  unch  to  another  i 

"  Gallon,**  fay*  he,  "  onthe  S!ing*s  (Louis 
•*  the  XlVth)  triumphant  return  into  Paris, 
*^  with  his  mother  Anne  of  Auftria  and  the 
**  Cardinal,  fet  out  for  his  palace  near  Blois, 
"  without  feeing  or  taking  ieave  of  his  Sove- 
**  reign  j  wd  haying,  been  in,  thje  former  part  of 
**  his  life  wholly  managed  by  his  fervants,  he 
**  gave  himfelf .  entifdf  xip  in  the  latter  part 
*'  of  it  to  the  management  of  his  wife,  Marga- 
"  ret  of  Lorraine.  He  became  a  great  fportf- 
"  'man  and  a  great'botanift,  and  not  only  be- 
•^  came  devout  himfelf,  but  infpired  the  whole 
"  city  of  Blois  with  the  fame  fpirit.  He  died 
"  (as  is  fuppofed)  of  a^  lethargy,  having  had 
"  antimony  improperly  adminiftered  to  him; 
*V  and  after  having  figured  away  as  a  Leader 
*^  of  a  Party  and  a  Prince,  was  buried  in  the 
*^  'Royal  Abbey  of  St.  Denis,  v^rith  a  private 
*^  iiihertil,  the  Heralds  who  attended  the  corpfe 
"  being  barely  paid  their  charges.     Thus  end-- 

''  cd,*^ 
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•*  ed,''  adds  Priuli,  ••  Gafton  Duke  of  Orleans, 
*•  who  having  been  a  hopeful  child,  paffed  his 
••  youth  in  pleafure,  always  under  the  diredion 
V  of  his  own  fervants,  and  never  at  his  own 
••  difpoial.^' 

Gafton,  who  was  a  man  of  parts  though  not 
of  tmdqrftaoding,  left  behind  him  ^^  Memoirs 
••  of  French  Hiftory  from  the  Year  160&  to 
**  1635/'    Tbey  are  printed. 


PraLIP,  DUKE  OF  ORLEANS, 

BROTHEH  OF  LOUIS  THE    FOURTEENTH. 

Abbe  de  Longuerub  thits  Scribes  this 
Prince: 

"  He  was  continually  talking,  without  ever 
**  faying  any  thing.  He  never  had  but  one 
"  book^  his  mafs-book,  which  his  clerk  of  the 
"  clofet  ufed  always  to  carry  in  his  pocket  for 
"  him." 

He  was  a  Prince  of  greater  bravery  than  hi© 
|)rother,  and  in  eng^ments  expofi^  his  per- 
fon  much  more.  This  made  Louis  fay  one  day 
to  him,  after  a  battle,  "  Man  /reriy  vcfus  votdeT^ 

''  done 
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y  done  dffvenir  fac-a-te^re''  The  celebrated 
Mothe  le  Vayer  was  Preceptor  to  this  Prince^ 
His  fon,  the  Abbe  de  Vayer,  printed  in  1670  a 
tranflation  of  Floras  into  French,  made,  as  he 
faid,  by  this  Prince.  It  was  moft  probably  the 
work  of  the  Preceptor. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  married  Henrietta-, 
Maria,  filler  of  Charles  the  Second.  His.bro* 
ther,  after  the  moft  ftrid  inquiry  that  he  was 
able  to  make  into  the  death  of  that  accbi^- 
pliftied  Princefs,  was  perfectly  convinced  that 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  was  not  in  the  fmalleft 
degree  implicated  in  it. 


MADAME  DE  LA  VALIERE, 

MISTRESS   OF   LOUIS   THE   POURTSSKTtf* 

This  beautiful  and  gentle-minded  woman 
feems,  differently  from  the  other  MiftrelTes  of 
that  Prince,  to  have  loved  the  man  and  not  the 
Sovereign,  in  Louis  the  Fourteenth.  When  the 
death  of  the  fon  Ihe  had  by  that  Monarch  was 
announced  to  her,  "  Alas,'*  faid  fhe,  "  I  have 
"  greater  reafon  to  be  grieved  for  his  birth 
*'  than  for  his  death  !'*  Many  years  before  flic 
died  flie  retired  into  the  Convent  of  the  Car- 
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tnelites  at  Paris,  where  (he.  endeavoured  to 
expiate  her  faults  by  the  moft  exemplary 
penitence.  Not  long  before  (he  expired, 
(he  exclaimed,  zfttr  having  refufed  every  confo-^ 
lation  that  was  offered  her,  "  It  is  fit  that  fo 
"  great  a  (inner  as  myfelf  (liould  die  in  the 
**  greateft  torments/* 

.Whilft  (lie  was  in  the  Convent  (he  wrote  a 
iinalL  devotional  Treatife,  entitled,  "Reflect 
*^  tions  upon  the  Mercy  of  God.'*  The  elo- 
qtrent  BoiTuet  preached  the  fermon  upon  her 
taking  the  veil>  at  which  were  prefent  Louis  the 
Fourteenth's  Queen  and  all  the  Court.  He 
took  his  text  from  the  following  paflTs^e  in  the 
Apocalypfe:  ^^  Jnd  he  that  fat  upon  the  Throne 
"  faidy  I  will  renew  all  things.^* 

The  celebrated  piAure  of  the  Magdalen, 
piunted  by  Le  Brun  for  the  Convent  in  which 
Madame  de  La  Valiere  re(ided,  has  been  falfely 
fuppofed  to  have  been  that  of  this  beautiful 
and  (incere  penitent.  The  features  are  entirely 
diffimilar. 
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MADAME  DE  MAmXENON. 

AfifiE  li£  CiFioisV  dedicated  his  Tranllatioti 
t>f  Thomas4-Kempis  to  this  celebrated  lady* 
with  this  inotto  from  the  Pfalms : 

^  Heairtoy  Diught^f^  and  fee,  and  inclbe  thine  earj 
«  and  the  King  fiiall  defire  thy  beauty.*' 

The  edition  was,  fobn  Ibpprefled* 

Madame  de  Maintenon  ufed  to  fay  of  her- 
felf,  "  I  was  naturally  ambitious.  I  fought 
*'  againft  that  paffion*  1  really  thought  that  I 
*^  fhould  be  happy  when  the  defires  that  I  had 
**  were  gratified*  That  infatuation  lafted  only 
"  three  days/* 

"  Alas/*  fays  (he,  iii  one  of  her  letters  to  her 
tiiecej  "  why  cannot  I  give  you  my  experience  ? 
*'  why  cannot 'I  fhew  you  how  the  great  ar^ 
"  devoured  by  ennuiy  and  with  what  difficulty 
"  they  get  through  their  day?  Do  not  you 
**  fee  that  I  die  of  mifery  in  a  fituation  fo 
"  much  beyond  my  mod  extravagant  wifties  ? 
**  I  have  been  young  and  pretty,  and  was  a 
"  general  favourite*  In  a  more  advanced  age, 
"  I  fpent  my  time  in  cultivating  my  under- 
•^  ftanding  by  reading  a^id  by  converfation^ 

VOL.   IV.  g  "  ^% 
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**  At  kft  I  have  procured  the  favour  of  my 
**  Sovereign,  and  I  can  affure  you  that  all  thefe 
^^  dilFerent  fituations  leave  a  terrible  void  in  the 
'*  mind." 

"  Could  any  thing,"  fays  Voltaire,  "  unde- 
**  ceive  mankind  with  refped  to  ambition,  this 
"  letter  would  have  that  effed.'* 

Madame  de  Maintenon  one  day  alked  Louis 
the  Fourteenth  fon.fome  money  to  diftribute 
in  alms,  "  Alas,  Madam,''  replied  that  Prince, 
"  what  I  give  in  alms  are  merely  frelh  burthens 
"  upon  my  peo{)]e.  The  more  money  I  give 
"  away,  the  more  I  take  from  them.  "  This^'V 
"  Sire  is  true,"  replied  Madame  de  Maintenon, 
"  but  it  is  right  to  eafe  the  wants  of  thofe  whom 
*^  your  former  taxes  to  fupply  the  expences 
"  .of  your  wars  and  of  your  buildings  have  re- 
**  duced  to  mifery.  It. is  truly  juft  that  thofe 
,  "  who  have 'been  ruined  by  you  fliould  be.fup- 
*'  ported  by  you." 

Madame  de  Maintenon  was  moft  afluredly 
married  to  Louis,  She  furvived  him  fome  years, 
and  the  Regent  Duke  of  Orleans  took  care  that 
the  penfion  the  King  liad  left  her  fhould  be  re- 
gularly paid. 

Peter 
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iPeter  the  Great,  when  he  came  to  Paris,  was 
Very  anxious  to  fee  Madame  de  Maintenon. 
She  was  very  infirm,  and  in  bed  when  he  vifited 
her.  He  drew  afide  the  curtains  to  look  at  that 
face  which  had  captivated  her  Sovereign.  A 
blufti  o'erfpread  her  pale  cheeks  for  an  inftant. 
The  Czar  retired* 


MASQUE  DE  FER. 


The  following  account  of  this  celebrated  per- 
fonage  is  given  on  the  authority  of  M.  Falconet, 
a  learned  and  eloquent  Counfellor  of  the  laft 
Parliament  of  Dauphine. 

"  In  the  manufcript  Memoirs  of  M.  de  l^ 
**  Reinterie,  lately  in  the  poflel5Son  of  the 
"  Marquis  de  Mefmon-Roman,  at  Paris,  M. 
"  de  la  Reinterie  fays.  That  when  he  com- 
^'  manded  in  the  fortrefs  of  Pignerol,  a  prifoner 
•'  who  was  confined  in  the  citadel  of  that  place, 
^'  one  day  fhut  the  door  of  his  room  with  great 
*'  violence  upon  the  officer  who  waited  upon 
*' .  him,  and  ran  immediately  down  Hairs,  ir^ 
**  order  to  efcape  from  his  confinement :  he 
**  was,  however,  flopped  by  the  centinel  at  the 
*'  bottom  of  the  flairs.  The  officer  in  th? 
*^  mean  time  cried  out  from  the  window,  that 
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**  the  prifoncr  was  making  his  efca|)e,  and  re^ 
*'  quefted  the  affiftance  of  the  garrifon.  The 
**  officer  upon  guard  immediately  came  up 
**  and  laid  hold  of  the  prifoner,  who  vvas  fcuf- 
•*  fling  with  the  centinel.  The  officer  drew 
**  his  fword,  when  the  prifoner  cried  out  in 
"  a  very  commanding  tone  of  voice,  Songez 
"  a  ce  que  vous  faiteSy  Monjieur :  Refpe£lez  le 
**  fang  de  vos  Souverains — Take  care  what  you 
"  do.  Sir:  Rcfpeft  the  blood  of  your  Sove- 
"  reigns.  In  the  mean  time  the  officer  who 
*'  had  been  locked  in  came  down  ftairs,  and, 
"  on  hearing  what  the  prifoner  had  faid,  put 
"  his  hand  upon  his  mouth,  and  defired  all  the 
"  perfons  prefent  never  to  mention  what  they 
**  had  heard  him  fay ;  who  was  immediately 
y  reconduded  to  his  old  apartment,  and  guard- 
"  ed  with  more  care  than  before. 

"  M.  de  la  Reinterie  fays,  that  he  told  the 
**  ftory  to  a  few  confidential  perfons  about 
"  the  Court  of  Verfailles,  whofe  names  lie 
^'  mentions  in  his  Memoirs,  and  that,  except 
*^  to  them,  he  always  preferved  the  mofl  pro- 
"  found  fecrecy  of  this  very  extraordinary  cir- 
**  cumftance.*' 

In  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  Miniflers  of  the 
hU  King  of  France^  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  t4ie 
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fecret  of  this  extraordinary  perfonage  died  with 
Louis  the  Fifteenth  and  M.  d*Argenfon,  Lieu- 
tenant de  Police.  He  was  buried  in  the  church 
next  to  the  Baftile,  at  Paris,  by  the  name  of 
Marchiali. 


HENRY, 

FIFTH   DUKE   OF   GUISfi, 


was  the  grandfon  of  Henry  Duke  of  Guife, 
furnamed  La  Ba/a/re.  He  was  intended  for 
the  profeffion  of  the  Church,  and  at  a  very 
early  age  was  prefented  to  the  Archbifhopric 
of  Rheims,  which  he  quitted,  as  well  as  the  habit 
of  a  Prieft,  on  the  death  of  his  brother,  to  marry 
Anne,  Princefs  of  Mantua,  ^he  Cardinal  de 
Richelieu  oppofing  the  match,  he  fled  with  his 
miftrefs  to  Cologne,  where  he  quitted  her  for 
Madame  de  Boflut,  whom  he  married,  and 
whom  he  likewife  quitted  and  returned  to 
Paris.  The  difpofition  of  his  anceftors  however 
foon  after  difcovering  itfelf  in  him,  he  engaged 
in  the  confpiracy  of  the  Count  de  Soiflbns  and 
the  Court  of  Spain  againft  RicheUeu.  After 
having  fled  from  France  to  Rome  on  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  plot,  he  was  condemned  by  th^ 
Parliament  of  Paris  to  lofc  his  head,  He  foon 
afterwards  broke  with  the  Spaniards,  declared 
s  3  againft 
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againft  them,  and  in  1647  ^^^  elefted  bj^  the 
Neapolitans,  who  had  revolted  againft  Philip 
the  Fourth,  the  General  of  their  armies ;  and 
the  defender  of  their  liberty.     He  accepted 
thefe  honpurs  with  great  willingnefs,  and  with 
a  fingle  felucca  made  his  way  through  the  Spa- 
nifti  fleet  to  Naples,  where  he  was  received 
with  the  greateft  acclamations  of  joy ;  and  from 
whence,  after  experiencing  fome  fuccefs,  ahd 
having  behaved  with  greater  courage  than  con- 
duft,  not  being  properly  feconded  by  the  Court 
of  France,  he  was  obliged  to  fly,  and  being 
taken  prifoner  by  fome    Spanifli   troops,  was 
carried  to  Spain,  where  he  remained  till  1652. 
After  his  return  to  Paris,  he  diflipated  amongft 
the  pleafures  of  that  Capital,  the  afflidion  which 
the  lofs  of  a  Crown  fo  near  to  him  had  occa- 
fioned.     He  made  a  confpicuous  figure  with 
the  Prince  of  Conde  in  the  celebrated  tourna- 
ment of  1660  in  Paris.     They  were  ftiled  by 
the  Parifians,  "  Les  Heros  de  rHiJloire  ^  de  la 
«  Fable  *r 

During  the  revolution  of  Naples,  one  of  the 
mob,  accompanied   by  a  troop  of  banditti, 

♦  The  name  of  the  Duke  of  Giiife's  Secretary  was  Ce- 
rifantes.  The  Duke  faid,  on  fetting  out  for  Naples,  **  Every 
"  thing  in  this  expedition  exhibits  fomething  of  romance, 
'*  even  to  the  name  of  the  Secretary." 
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treated  him  with  great  infolence ;  boafting,  that 
as  he  had  cut  olF  the  head  of  the  Duke  de 
Matalone,  he  would  likewife  cut  off  his  head. 
The  Duke,  indignant  at  fuch  brutaUty,  clapped 
Ipurs  to  his  horfe,  pufhed  him  down,  and  rode 
over  him.  Some  one  afking  him  if  he  was 
not  afraid  to  do  this,  as  he  fhould  rather  have 
endeavoured  to  appeafe  than  irritate  the  po- 
pulace of  Naples,  he  replied  with  a  fmile,  "  I 
"  am  not  ^raid  of  the  mob.  When  God 
"  forms  a  man  of  quality,  he  always  puts  fome- 
"  thing  between  his  two  eyes;  which  a  common 
"  man  can  never  venture  to  look  at  without 
"  trembling.'* 

The  Duke  being  one  day  purfued  and  fur- 
rounded  by  an  immenfe  number  of  the  people 
of  Naples,  who  threatened  to  kill  him,  he 
turned  round  with  great  fangfroid^  and  laid 
hold  of  one  of  the  principal  rioters.  This  bold 
action  produced  fuch  an  effedt  upon  the  others, 
that  they  immediately  difperfed. 

When  the  Duke  headed  the  revolt  of  the 
Neapolitans  againft  their  Sovereign,  Philip  the 
Fourth  of  Spain,  it  was  a  time  of  revolutions : 
The  EngliQi  had  beheaded  Charles  the  Firft; 
the  Parifians  had  taken  up  arms  againft  their 
infant  Monarch,  Louis  the  Fourteenth  j  the 
s  4  Portuguefe 
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Portuguefe  had  r^ained  their  country  from  tho 
Spaniards ;  the  Turks  had  maffacred  their  Sul- 
tan Ibrahim  i  the  Algerines  had  killed  their  Dey  j 
the  kingdom  of  Indoftan  was  agitated  by  civil 
wars ;  and  the  Chinefc  had  been  conquered  by 
the  Tartars, 

The  Marquis  of  Monte  Sylvano  was  in  pri- 
fon  at  Naples,  and  was  to  have  fufFered  death. 
The  Duke  delivered  him  from  confinement 
on  the  day  that  he  made  his  entrance  into 
Naples,  Soon  after  the  Marquis  engaged  in 
a  confpiracy  againft  the  Duke,  and  gave  arms 
to  the  confpirators.  Being  taken  and  brought 
to  the  Duke,  the  latter  contented  himfelf 
with  telling  him,  that  the  fhame  arifing  fron^ 
his  bafe  aftion  was  the  fevereft  punifhment 
that  a  man  of  quality  and  courage  like  hin\ 
could  fufFer. 

This  fpirited  Nobleman,  whofe  whole  life 
feems  to  have  confided  merely  of  fo  many 
fccnes  of  romance,  and  to  have  partaken  equally 
of  bad  and  of  good  fortune,  fays  of  himfelf, 
**  Neither  in  niy  exile  at  Rome,  nor  when  I 
"  was  taken  prifoner,  nor  during  all  the  time 
^*  tha.t  I  remained  at  Naples,  could  any  perfbn 
"  obferve  the  leaft  alteration  or  change  in  my 
"  countenance.     The  different  events,  as  well 
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^*  of  my  bad  as  good  fortune,  never  gave  mc 
*^  the  leaft  uneafinefs  or  inquietudes  having 
*^  always  aded  with  the  fsimc  fang  froid  in  every 
*^  thing  in  which  I  was  concerned,  as  if  I  had 
^'  not  the  leaft  intereft  in  it/' 

The  Duke  died  at  Paris,  in  1664,  at  the  age 
of  fifty.  The  Memoirs  of  his  Life  are  ex^ 
tremely  entertairiiing.  They  are  faid  to  have 
been  compiled  by  St,  Yon,  his  Secretary, 


CARDINAL  DE  RETZ. 

Henault  applies  the  following  paflage  in 
Tacitus  to  this  celebrated  Demagogue :  **  Nou 
*^  tarn  pramiis  pericuhrumy  quam  ipjis  periculis^ 
**  latus  pro  certis  et  oHm  partisy  nova^  ambigua^ 
**  ancipittay  malkiaty  TliQ  fagacious  Riche- 
lieu early  difcovered  the  difpofiticn  of  De  Retz, 
and,  according  to  Segrais,  though  he  was  of  an 
antient  and  illuftrious  family,  never  intended  to 
give  »him  a  benefice  of  any  value  or  confe- 
quence.  In  very  early  life  De  Retz  wrote  the 
"  Hiftory  of  the  Confpiracy  of  Fiefqui  againft 
^*  the  Ariftocracy  of  Genoa,"  in  which  he  took 
the  part  of  the  Confpirator.  He  feems  by 
Piature  to  have  had  all  the  qualities  requifite  to 

become 
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become  a  favourite  with  the  people.  Brave, 
generous,  eloquent,  full  of  refources,'and  fet^ 
tered  by  no  principle,  he  dazzled  the  multitude 
of  Paris,'  who  feem  ever  to  have  been  more 
taken  with  aftions  of  eclat  and  of  entcrprize, 
than  with  all  the  efforts  of  modeft  and  humble 
virtue.  On  feeing  one  day  a  carbine  levelled  at 
him  by  fome  one  he  did  not  know,  he  had  the 
prefence  of  mind  to  cry  out,  "  If  your  Father, 
♦^  Sir,  were  now  feeing  what  you  were  .-^bout  !'* 
^ — ^This  fpeech  immediately  difarmed  the  fury 
of  the  aflaflin. 

The  Cardinal  feems  to  have  atoned  for  the 
follies  and  irregularities  of  his  youth  by  the 
honeft  confeflion  he  made  of  them  in  his  Me- 
moirs. He  appears  in  them  to  have  been  a 
man  of  great  talents,  and  of  good  naturaldifpo- 
fition,  perverted  by  vanity,  and  the  delire  of  that 
diftinftion,  which,  if  not  acquired  by  honeft 
means,  dilgraces  inftead  of  dignifying  thofe  who 
are  fo  unfortunate  as  to  poffefs  it.  Had  he 
directed  his  great  powers  of  mind  in  endeavours 
to  unite,  inftead  of  efforts  to  divide  his  unhappy 
and  diftraded  country,  he  would  have  endeared 
himfelf  moft  effeftually  to  his  countrymen,  and 
would  have  deferved  the  praifes  of  pofterity,  by 
exhibiting  an  example  which  too  rarely  occurs, 
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of  a  Politician  facrificing  his  refentment  to  the 
good  of  the  State. 

The  Memoirs  of  this  celebrated  Perfonage, 
written  by  himfelf,  are  extremely  fcanty  and 
imperfedt :  they  give  no  account  either  of  the 
early  or  of  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  He  en- 
trufted  the  Manufcript  to  fome  Nuns  of  a  Con- 
vent near  Comerci  in  Lorraine,  who  garbled 
them.  James  the  Second,  however,  told  the 
laft  Duke  of  Ormond,  that  he  had  feen  a  per- 
feft  copy  of  them,  which  was  lent  to  him  by 
Madame  Caumaitioj^ 

Joli,  his  Secretary,  defcribes  his  Maftcr  in  hh 
retreat  at. Comerci  in  no  very  favourable  man- 
ner J  as  idling  away  his  time  in  hunting,  going 
to  puppet-fhows,  now  and  then  pretending  to 
adminifter  juftice  amongft  his  tenants,  writing 
^  page  or  two  of  his  own  life  in  folio,  and  fet- 
tling foine  points  in  the  genealogy  of  his  fa- 
mily— that  of  Gondi.  The  Cardinal's  reply 
to  Jpli's  remonftrances  to'  him  on  this  fubjedt 
was  a  curious  one :  "  I  know  all  this  as  well  as 
*^  you  do,  but  J  don't  think  you  will  get  any 
"  one  elfe  to  believe  what  you  fay  of  me."  An 
opinion  fo  highly  advantageous  to  the  Cardi- 
nal's talents  and  charafter  had  gone  out .  into 
the  world,  that  the  people  of  France  could 
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not  bring  themfelves  to  think  ill  of  ene  .who 
had  been  a  very  po|)ular  Demagogue  amongft 
them* 

On  the  day  in  which  he  was  permitted  to 
have  an  audience  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth  at 
Verfailles,'  the  Court  was  extremely  full,  aiid  the 
higheft  expeftations  were  formed  of  the  manner^ 
and  appearance  of  the  Cardinal:  when  how* 
ever  they  faw  an  hump-back'd,  bow-legg'd, 
decrepit  old  man,  who  perhaps  did  not  feel 
much  elevated  with  his  fituat ion,  their  expefta- 
tions  were  fadly  difappointed  ^  and  particularly 
fo,  when  his  Sovereign  merely  faid  to  him, 
**  Your  Eminence  is  grown  very  gray  fince  I  laft 
*^  faw  you."  To  this  the  Cardinal  replied,  "Any 
^'  perfon.  Sire,  who  has  the  misfortune  to  incur 
^  your  Majefly*s  difpleafure,  will  very  readily 
^^  become  gray." 

•  St.  Evremond  has  preferved  an  anecdote  of 
the  Cardinal's  noblenefs  of  mind  and  liberality 
during  his  retreat  at  Comerci.  As  he  was  rid' 
ing  out  on  horfeback,  he  was  furrounded  by 
fonie  Spanifli  foldiers  that  were  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. The  Officer  however,  on  being  told 
his  name,  ordered  him  to  be  releafed,  and  dif- 
mounting  from  his  horfe,  made  an  apology  for 
the  behaviour  of  l\is  foldiers.    The  Cardinal,' 
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taking  a  valuable  diamond  ring  from  his  finger, 
prefented  it  to  the  Officer,  faying,  "  Pray,  Sir, 
**  at  leaft  permit  me  to  render  your  little  ex- 
**  curfion  not  entirely  ufelefs  to  you." 

De  Ret z  refigned  the  Archbilhopric  of  Paris, 
and  procured  in  exchange  for  it  the  rich  Abbey 
of  St,  Denis,  He  lived  long  enough  to  pay  all 
his  debts,  and  divided  his  time  between  Paris 
and  St.  Denis :  at  the  latter  place  he  died  at  a 
very  advanced,  age,  and  in  the  ftroi^cft  fenti- 
ments  of  piety  and  devotion.  He  is  occafion- 
ally  mentioned  in  Madame  de  Sevignc's  Let- 
ters, as  a  man  of  great  talents  for  converfatiori, 
And  much  afflifted  with  the  head-ach.  He  had 
the  honefty  to  fay  of  himfelf,  "  Mankind  fup- 
^*  pofed  me  extremely  enterprifing  and  daunt- 
^  lels  when  J  was  young,  and  I  was  much  more 
f*'fo  than  they  could  poffibly  imagine:**  and 
this  may  be  readily  perceived,  from  an  an- 
swer which  he  made  to  fome  one  who  reproached 
him,  when  he  was  young,  with  owing  a  great 
deal  of  money.  "  Why,  man,?*  replied  he, 
*^  Ca^far,  at  my  age,  owed  ^x  times  as  much  as 

^'  I  dor  ' 

'  No  one  knew  better  how  to  manage  and  cajole 
the  multitude  than  Cardinal  de  Retz  did,  yet 
lie  complairi?  that  thej^  left' him  at  the  Angetu^ 
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bell  to  go  to  dinner.  One  of  his  maxims  fd-* 
Ipefting  the  affembling  of  that  many-headeci 
Monfter  (hould  be  diligently  confidered  both 
by  the  Leaders  of  Parties  and  by  the  Gover- 
nors of  Kingdoms :  ^*  Quiconque  ajfemble  le 
•'  Peuple  remeuf.-r^WhocvQT  brings  the  people 
••  together,  puts  them  in  a  ftate  of  commo- 
«  tion/' 


CARDINAL  JULIUS  MAZARIN, 

on  his  triumphant  return  to  Paris,  after  the 
Peace  of  the  Pyrenees,  created  a.great  number 
of  Dukes ',  and  on  being  afked  why  he  was  Ip 
profufe  of  that  honour,  replied,  "  I  will  make 
^*  fuch  a  number,  that  it  Ihall  be  difgraceful  to 
•'  be  a  Duke  and  not  to  be  a  Duke."  Though 
a  very  able,  he  was  a  very  timid  Miniftea 
His  brother  the  Cardinal  of  Aix  ufed  to  fay  of 
him,  "  Only  make  a  little  buftle,  and  he  will 
*^'  defift."  One  of  his  favourite  meafures  was 
procraftination.  "  Time  and  I  againft  any  other 
*'  two  perforiages,"  was  his  reply,  when  urged 
to  briik  and  violent  meafures.  .^ 

Mazarin  was  an  extremely  handfome  man, 
and  had  a  very  fine  face :  this  he  was  fo  anxious 
to  preferve,  that  not   many  days  before  he 
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died,  he  ^ve  audience  to  the  foreign  Miniftett 
with  his  face  piainted.  This  made  the  Spanifk 
Minifter  fay,  "  Fbila  nn  portrait  qui  refemble  a 
^'  M.  k  Cardinal:'  As  Tacitus  fays  of  Tibe- 
rius, though  now  his  ftrength  and  his  conftitu- 
tion  b^an  to  foil,  yet  his  diflimulation  contl- 
xiued  as  perfe<9:  as  ever.  He  fent  for  the  Prince 
of  Conde,  and  told  him  fomething  confiden- 
tially, which  the  Prince  was  the  more  inclined 
to  believe^  as  h^  ^w  the  dying  ftate  in  whiefi 
his  Eminence  was.  A  little  time  after  his  death, 
to  his  ^eat  aftonifliment,  he  found  that  even 
in  thfit  awftil  fituation  the  Cardinal  had  not 
told  him  one  word  of  truth.    :  " 

Mazarin  exhibited  in  himfelf  a  fingular  in- 
ftance  of  the  viciflitudes  of  fortune.  He  was 
of  a  very  low  extradion,  had  been  a  gambler, 
became  Prime  Minifter  cif  a  great  Country,  was 
afterwards  banilhed  and  a  price  fet  upon  his 
head,  and  then  returned  triumphantly  to  his 
Adminiftration  with  greater  power  than  ever. 
Madame  de  Baviere  fays,  that  he  was  married  to 
his  .Sovereign  Anne  of  Auftria,  and  that  he 
treated  her  extremely  iU* 

The  Cardinal  was  by  no  means  a  fangulnary 
Minifter.  He  let  the  People  talk  and  write  as 
they  pleafed,  and  he  afted  as  he  pleafed.  A  col- 
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fcaion  of  the  fatircs  written  agaitrft  him  was^ 
prcferved  in  the  Colbert  Library  at  Paris :  it 
confifted  of  forty-iix  volumes  in  quarto.  When 
he  hid  any  new  tax,  he  ufed  to  aik  his  confi- 
dants what  the  good  people  of  Paris  were  do- 
>  g,  whether  they  were  ridiculing  him,  and  mak- 
*  .g  fongs  and  epigrams  upon  him*  "When  he 
was  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  he  ufed  to  fay, 
**  I  can  never  have  any  reafon  to  fear  a  Nation 
•*  which  vents  its  fpleen  fo  very  gaily ;  kt  them 
^  laugh  on/* 

When  the  Cardinal  was  obliged  to  quit  Paris, 
his  effefts  were  fold  at  public  au<^ions  his  very 
valuable  library  was  bought  for  the  Court  of 
Brunfwick,  and  is  at  prefent  in  the  capital  c^ 
that  Duchy. 

Mazarin  appears  once  in  his  life  to  have  been 
in  a  very  enviable  fituation.  When  the  French 
and  Spanifh  armies  were  drawn  up  in  order  of 
battle  near  Cafal,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1 63 1, 
and  were  about  to  engs^e,  Mazarin  galloped 
between  them  with  his  hat  in  his  handy  ex- 
claiming loudly,  ^^  Paixf  paix  T  The  armies 
immediately  halted,  and  in  a  few  days  afterwards 
peace  was  figned  at  Querafque,  umier  the  me- 
diation of  Urban  the  Eighth,  whofe  nephew^ 
the  Cardinal  Legate,  Mazsuin  attended  on  that 
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hv^ppf  occafion.  The  talents  difplayed  by  the 
latter  in  the  negotiatioHj  and  the  good  offices 
he  rendered  the  French  Nation^  recommended 
him  to  Louis  the  Thirteehth  and  the  Cardinal 
de  Richelieu;  Mazarin,  when  Minifter,  caufed 
a  Medal  to  be  ftruck  in  commemoration  of 
this  evient,  in  which  he  is  reprefented  galloping 
between  the  two  armies.  On  the  reverfe  is  this 
motto  "  Nunc  orii  fervire  labor -y^  and  how  in^ 
deed  can  a  man  ferve  the  world  better  than  by 
procuring  it  the  bleffings  of  peace  j  by  flopping 
the  fighs  of  the  widow,  the  tears  of  the  orphan, 
and  the  ^nguifh  of  the  parent ;  by  checking  the 
ravages  of  difeafe,  of  peftilence,  and  of  famine  J 
and  by  preveilting  the  devaftation  of  the  uni- 
Verfe,  and  the  daftrudion  of  the  human  race ! 
To  any  Prime  Minifter  may  we  not  fay,  "  H^ 
^'  tibifmt  artesT 

Don  Louis  de  Haro,  the  Spanifti  Minifter^ 
faid  of  Mazarin,  that  he  had  one  infuperable 
defed:  as  a  Politician,  that  he  always'  meant  to 
deceive  thofe  with  whom  he  was  treating,  and 
of  courfe  put  every  one  upon  their  guard  againft 
his  tricks  and  finefles  *. 

•  The  Spanifli  Proverb  fays  acutely,  "  A  man  is  a  fool 
**  who  does  not  confider,  that  whilft  he  is  thinking,  twenty 
^  perfons  are  thinkbg  likcwife.** 

VOL.    IV.  T  Not 
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Not  many  days  before  the  Cardinal  died,  % 
comet  appeared  in  France.  Some  of  his  fyco- 
phants,  who  were  in  his  bed-chamber,  told  him, 
that  as  it  was  impoffible  for  a  man  of  his  rank 
and  talents  to  go  out  of  the  world  in  an  ordi- 
nary way,  this  awful  phenomenon  of  the  Hea- 
vens was  to  announce  to  the  world  the  death  of 
fo  great  a  Statefman  and  fo  confummate  a  Po- 
litician as  himfelf.  Mazarin  coolly  replied, 
**  En  veritiy  MeJJieurSy  la  comete  me  fait  trap 
''  (Thonneurr  \ 

By  way  of  fecuring  his  eftate  to  his  heirs,  and 
of  quieting  his  confcience  on  his  death-bed,  he 
made  a  donation  to  his  Sovereign  Louis  thc^ 
Fourteenth  of  all  his  immenfe  property.  The 
King  very  nobly  returned  it  to  his  heirs. 

Befide  one  Bilhopric,  the  Cardinal  poflefled, 
as  Commendatary  Abbot,  nine  rich  Abbeys  in 
France. 

Two  Latin  lines  well  difcriminated  the  dif- 
ference between  the  government  of  this  wily 
and  temporizing  Minifter,  and  that  of  Riche- 
lieu : 

Magnus  uterquefmt.     Seddignum  vtndke  nodum 
Richelius  fecuit^  Julius  explicuiu 

J  wo  men  arife  and  bear  a  fplendid  name, 
ichelieu  and  Mazarin,  of -doubtful  famej 
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One  cuts  the  Gordian  knot  with  ardour  dread^ 
The  other  patiently  evolves  each  thread. 

Whefi  a  General  was  prefented  to  Mazarin 
for  any  particular  expedition,  his  firft  queftion 
in  his  bad  French  was,  "  Eft  il  kouroux  (hen- 
**  reux)  ? — Is  he  a  fortunate  General  ?**  Cicero, 
when  he  recommended  Pompey  to  the  Roman 
people,  to  command  againft  the  Pirates,  calls 
him,  **  Semper  felix  ^^*  fuccefs  in  general  attend- 
ing upon  thofc  perfons  whofe  talents  and  whofe 
diligence  entitle  them  to  it. 


COLBERT. 


Soon  after  this  great  Minifter  came  into  the 
management  of  the  finances  of  France,  he  fent 
for  the  principal  merchants  of  that  kingdom, 
and,  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  them,  and  to 
acquire  their  confidence,  afked  them  what  he 
could  do  for  them.  They  unanimoufly  replied^ 
*^  Pray,  Sir,  do  nothing!  Laijfez-mus  faire-^ 
**  Only  let  us  do  for  ourfelves.'* 

.  M.  D^Afgenfon  fays,  that  a  perfon  unknown 
to  RJ.  Colbert  requefted  an  audience  of  him,. as 
having  fbmething  of  great  importance  to  com- 
roimicate  to  him.  Being  admitted  to  fee  M. 
T  %  Colbert, 
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Colbert,  he  with  great  gravity  advifed  him  to 
encourage  the  trade  and  manufaftures  of  his 
own  country,  which  was  large  enough  to  fupply 
itfelf  and  the  other  countries  of  Europe  with 
what  they  wanted,  and  to  give  up  all  the  French 
colonies  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  to  the 
Dutch  and  the  Englilh,  who  had  very  little 
territory  of  their  own.  Colbert  did  not  deign 
to  make  any  reply,  but  turned  his  extraordinary 
counfellor  out  of  the  room, 

Colbert  ordered  Chapelain,  the  Author  of 
the  Epic  Poem  of  the  "  Pucelle^'  to  make  him 
out  a  lift  of  the  men  of  learning  and  talents  in 
France  who  either  wanted  or  deferved  penfions 
from  the  Sovereign,  and  at  the  end  of  each  name 
to  append  the  charafter  of  their  merit.  Mo- 
liere  was  thus  defcribcd : — "  He  is  acquainted 
**  with  the  true  character  of  comedy,  and  he 
"  executes  it  naturally.  The  ftories  of  his  beft 
*'  pieces  are  in  general  imitated  from  others, 
*'  but  imitated  with  judgment.  His  plots 
"  are  good,  and  he  has  only  to  avoid  buf- 
"  foonery." 

Of  that  elegant,  voluminous,  and  inaccurate 
hiftorian  Varillas,  Chapelain  fays  :  "  He  is  full 
"  of  knowledge,  particularly  that  of  theology 
•*  and  hiftor}\     He  has  written  an  Account  of 

•^  the 
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^^  the  Rife  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  that  is  very 
"  curious,  and  has  been  very  much  read.  His 
"  ftyle  is  neither  poliflied  nor  ornamented,  but 
«  it  is  found/' 

Louis  the  Fourteenth,  at  the  inftigation  of 
Colbert,  penfioned  feveral  men  of  learning  and 
of  fcience  in  the  different  Courts  of  Europe. 
Colbert,,  by  his  orders,  wrote  the  following  letter 
to  the  younger  Voflius; 

"  Sir, 

"  Although  the  King  is  not  your  fovc- 
**  reign,  he  is  ftill  very  defirous  to  become  your 
"  benefaftor,  and  has  ordered  jne  to  fend  you 
"  the  inclofed  bill  of  exchange  as  a  mark  of 
*^  his  efteem,  and  as  a  pledge  of  his  proteftion^ 
"  Every  one  knows  how  worthily  you  follow 
*'  the  example  of  your  father,  the  celebrated 
"  Ifaac  Voffius,  and  that  having  received  from 
^*  him  a  name  which  he  rendered  illuftrious 
"  by  his  writings,  you  ftill  maintain  the  glory 
^'  of  it  by  your  own.  This  being  known  to 
**  his  Majefty,  he  has  great  pleafure  in  reward- 
*'  ing  your  raerit ;  and  I  have  the  more  fatif- 
*^  faftion  in  being  ordered  by  his  Majefty 
f  to  make  you  that  recompence,  as  at  the 

T  3  [[  f^i^? 
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**  fame  time  I  can  affure  you  how  much  I 
"  am.  Sir, 

**  Your  very  humble  and  affeftionate  fervant, 

**  CotBERx/* 
«'  Paris,  June  a,  1663." 

It  has  been  computed,  that  Louis's  well* 
judged  liberality  did  not  amount  to  more  than 
eight  thoufand  pounds  a-year.  Fifty  or  a 
hundred  pounds  a-year  was  the  ufual  amount 
of  each  penfion.  Chapelain  got  fomething  more 
for  himfelf,  and  that,  amongft  other  reafons,  pro- 
cured him  the  hatred  and  envy  of  his  contem- 
poraries and  countrymen, 

A  few  days  before  this  great  Financier  died, 
Louis  XIV.  wrote  to  him  with  his  own  hand^ 
to  defire  him  to  manage  himfelf,  and  to  take 
fome  fuftenance.  They  brought  him  a  bafon 
of  broth,  which  he  refufed.  His  wife  faid  to 
him,  **  Will  you  return  an  anfwer  to  the  King  ?** 
He  replied,  ^*  There  is  time  enough  for  that, 
**  1  iiow  am  about  to  anfwer  tq  the  King  of 
^  Kings/' 

,  On  nearly  the  fame  occafion  he  faid  to  his 
wife,  "  Madam,  when  I  was  in  this  clofet 
'**  bufied  in  his  Majefty's  bufinefs,^  neither  you 
*<  per   any  one    elfe    dar^d    to    attempt    ta 

^*  QomQ 
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**  come  In  to  difturb  me;  'and  now  that  I 
**  am  employed  in  bufinefs  relative  to  my 
"  falvation,  you  are  continually  interrupting 


*«  me/' 


Colbert  honeftly  told  Louis  XIV.  that  he 
would  ruin  his  fubjedts,  if  he  continued  to  go 
on  with  thofe  great  buildings  which  he  had 
begun.  This  fpeech  made  Louis  tell  Manfard, 
his  Architect,  "  On  me  dome  trop  de  degout. 
^*  Je  ne  veux  plusfonger  d  bdtir.^'  It  was,  indeed, 
high  time  to  fay  fomething  to  Louis  on  the  fub- 
jeft,  as  in  one  year,  according  to  Racine's 
**  Fragmens  Hijioriquesy^  he  fpent  fixteen  mil- 
lions of  livres  in  building. 

The  Minifter  of  Colbert's  pariOi,  that  of  St. 
Euftache  at  Paris,  came  to  him  on  his  death-bed 
to  tell  him,  that  he  had  ordered  prayers  to  be 
put  up  in  his  church  to  the  Almighty  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health,  "  I  hope  not,"  replied 
Colbert :  "  let  them  be  addreffed  to  the  Throne 
^^  of  Grace  that  I  may  find  mercy." 


GOMBERVILLE 

publifhed  the  very  curious  "  Memoires  du  Due 
^*  de  Neversy^  in  two  volumes.  They  begin 
ftt  1^74  and  go  down  to  1595, 

T4  He 
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He  was  a  quiet  inofFenfive  man  of  lettenr, 
and  refided  chiefly  with  the  illuflxious  hermits 
of  Port  Royal,  He  made  this  finiple  and  ele- 
gant Epitaph  for  himfelf: 

Les  grands  char  gent  leur  fepulture 

De  cent  ^hges Juperflus  \ 
Ma  naijfance  fut  fort  obfcur^ 

Et  ma  mort  encore  plus. 

Whilft  pompous  epitaphs  in  trophied  ftate 
The  tombs  embellifh  of  the  rich  and  great, 
Few  words  my  humble  lot  may  teftify, 
pbfcure  I  liv'd  and  more  obfcurely  die. 


DUG  DE  LA  ROCHEFOUCAULT. 

"  The  Author  of  the  celebrated  Maxims 
^*  which  bear  his  name,  was  not  a  mai\  o5 
*'  learning,' •  fays  Segrais,  *^  but  he  was  a  man 
*^  of  great  good  fenfe,  and  had  a  perfeft  know- 
**  ledge  of  the  world.  This  put  him  upon  mak- 
<^  ing  refledions,  and  upon  reducing  into  apho- 
**  rifms  what  he  had  been  able  to  difcover  in  the 
^*  heart  of  man,  with  which  he  was  moft  inti- 
^^  mately  acquainted/'' 

M.  de  1^  Rochefoucault  was  fo  accurate  in 
the  compofition  of  his  little  book,  that  as  he 
finifhed   a  Maxim,  he  ufed  to  fend  it  to  his 

friendsi 
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friends  for  their  ppinion  upon  it,  Segrais  af- 
ferts,  that  fome  pf  his  Maxims  were  altered 
thirty  times.  The  Maxim,  "  that"^  it  ftiews  a 
^*  wretched  poverty  pf  n^ind  to  hs^ye  but  one 
^Vfort  of  underftanding,"  toojc  its  rife  from 
Boileau  ^n(^  Racine,  who  were  extremely  ig' 
norant  of  every  thing  except  poetry  and  lite* 
j*ature. 

<^  M.  de  la  Rochefoucault,"  adds  Segrais, 
"  would  have  made  a  better  Governor  for 
^*  the  Pauphin,  Louis  the  Fourteenth's  only 
<*  fon,  than  the  Duke  of  MpAtaufierj"  being 
^  man  of  great  fweetnefs  of  temper,  extremely 
infinuating  .  in  his  addrefs^.  and  exceedingly 
^.greeable  in  converfation.  M.  de  la  Rochcr 
foucauit  could  never  belong  to  the  French  Aca? 
demy,  as  he  could  never  mufter  up  courage 
enough  to  deliver  to  the  Academy  the  fpeech 
which  it  was  neceffary  to  inake  in  order  to  bq 
admitted  into  th^t  body. 

This  acute  Nobleman  was  an  inftance  of  the 
truth  of  one  of  his  own  Maxims  \ 

*^  There  are  certain  perfons  who  would  never 
"  have  been  in  love,  had  they  not  been  told 
^^  that  fuch  a  paflion  really  exifted ;" 

for  he  ufed  to  fay,  that  he  knew  nothing  of 
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Jove  but  from  Romances  5  and  that  he  ha4 
never  felt  that  paffion  in  his  own  pcrfon, 

Dr,  Johnfon  ufed  to  fay  of  Roehefoucault's 
Maxims,  that  it  was  almoft  the  only  Book  writ-« 
ten  by  a  Gentleman  which  Authors  by  profeffiojv 
|iad  any  reafon  to  be  afrai4  of, 

**  The  Duke  very  wifely  never  difputed  in 
•*  company.  If  any  perfon  differed  from  him 
^  in  opinion,  he  merely  faid.  Sir,  you  are  then 
♦^  q(  that  opinioii  ?  I  am  of  mine  :  and  fo  the 
^  pa^t^  refted^'*  fays  Segrais 

<b    iliniiiiji 


:  * 


pHN  GtJlARD  VOSSIUS, 

iC€Oiding  to  Aubrey,  always  wrote  his  Advert 
Jbtria  0^  ComnK)n-Places  on  one  fide  only  of  a 
fiieet  of  paper,  fo  that,  as  occaQon  required,  he 
only  tore  his  papers,  and  fixed  them  together^^ 
^tudnivoiild  fQ  f^  then^  to  the  prefs  without 

♦  Sir  Ifaac  ^ewton  w^W  never  diipute  in-  company^ 
Whej*  he  had  delivered  an  opinion  which  any-one  chofe 
.  to  cotttrovert,  he  never  waa  at  the  pains  to  defend  it,  but 
^cwitented  himfelf  witJi  faying,  *^  I  bt'lieve.  Sir,  if  you  wiH 
<^  be  at  the  trouble  of  examining  my  opinion,^  yoi}  wiU 
^  ii^  I  jb^ye  v«ry  good  reii/cm?  iox  iu'* 
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any  more  tranfcribing.    This  faved  him  a  great 
deal  of  trouble* 

According  to  the  Authors  of  the  Journal  de 
Trevouxj  no  two  men  of  learning  ev(2r  differed 
more  than  Gerard  Voflius  and  his  f6n  Ifaac  in 
the  difpofition  of  their  minds.  **  The  father/* 
fay  they,  ^'  formed  his  opinions  upon  what  he 
*'  read  j  the  fon  took  up  an  opinion,  and  read 
^*  only  to  eftablifti  it.  The  father  was  anxious 
*•  to  get  at  the  true  meaning  of  an  author  whom 
**  he  confulted — to  add  to  him  no  opinions  of 
**  his  own ;  the  fon  took  all  poflible  pains  to 
**  make  the  authors  whom  he  confvilted  think 
•*  as  he  thought,  and  never  piqued  himfelf  upon 
**  making  exad:  quotations  from  their  writings, 
<^  The  father  looked  upon  the  authors  whom 
^*  he  read  as  his  mafters ;  the  fon  looked  upon 
*^  them  as  his  flaves,  whom  he  gould  by  torture 
?^  force  to  fay  whatever  he  pleafed.  The  father 
^*  was  an^^ious  to  inftru(3:,  the  fon  tP  aftoai0| 
**  mankind," 

The  fon,  If^ac  Voflius,  afFedled  to  believe  in 
the  pretended  antiquity  of  the  Chinefe  nation^ 
which  he  extended  infinitely  beyond  th^  anti- 
quity of  the  Hebrews.  He  eafily  gave  credit 
to  the  exaggerated  accounts  of  travellers,  an4 
fc^med  to  h^ve  a  paffion  fox  believing  in  the 
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marvellous  and  the  incredible.  This  made 
Charles  the  Second  fay  of  him, "  This  M.  Voflius 
**  is  indeed  a  very  extraordinary  man !  he  be- 
^  lieves  in  every  thing  except  in  his  Bible/* 


SALMASIUS. 


The  lovers  of  literature  muft  much  regret 
th^M.  Lantin,  who  had  converted  a  good 
dear  with  this  great  fcholar,  and  man  of  ge* 
neral  knowledge,  did  not  make,  as  he  had 
once  thouglit  of  doing,  a  ^*  Salmajianay  Sal- 
mafius  ufed  to  read  and  write  in  the  midft  of 
his  menage,  in  company  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, completely  unafFefted  by  their  noife.  By 
way  of  faving  himfelf  the  trouble  of  turning  the 
pape/,  he  ufed  to  write  upon  rolls  of  paper; 
and^  when  he  was  afked  how  near  he  was  to 
finifliing  any  work,  he  ufed  to  fay,  not  that 
he  had  fo  many  ftieets,  but  that  he  had  fb 
many  rolls  of  paper  to  iinilh.  Voffius  tells  an 
anecdote  of  Salmafius,  which  (hews  how  higl^ 
an  opinion  he  entertained  of  his  own  talents  |gin4 
learning. 

"  M.  Gaulmln  and  Mauflac  meeting  Salr 
**  mafius  one  day  in  riie  King's  Library  at 
**  Paris,  M.  Gaulmin  faid,  I  think  that  we  three 
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«  are  a  match  for  all  the  learned  men  in  Eu- 
**  rope  taken  together.  Add  to  them  ali,  re- 
**  plied  Salmafiu9,  yourfelf  and  M*  de  Mauflac, 
^  and  I  could  be  a  match  for  you  all/' 

^*  The  laft  time,"  fays  M.  Lantin,  «  that 

**  Salmafius  was  at  Dijon,  I  had  fome  convert 

•*  fation  with  him  refpefting  the  troubles  and 

•^  the  civil  war  of  England  between  Charles  tlie 

"  Firfl  and  Jiis  Parliament.     He  feemed  to  be 

"  of  the .  opinion   of  the    High    Prefbyteriaa 

**  party,  who  feemed  to  wifli  that   the  King 

**  fliould  be  neither  d^pofed  nor  brought  to 

"  the  fcaffold,  but  that  his  power  fliould  be  in 

**  fome  refpeds  curtailed  and  reduced.     Sal- 

**  mafius  thought  an  union  of  the  Catholic  and 

*f  of   the  Proteftant  Giurch   impoflible,  an4 

^  that  the  plan  of  Grotius   on  that  fubjcA 

"  would  never  fucceed.*' 

Salmafius  was  born  at  Saumur  in  France,  in 
the  town  and  on  the  day  on  which  the  Duke 
and  Cardinal  of  Guife  were  maffacred  by  order 
of  Henry  the  Third.  On  being  alked  when 
he  was  born,  he  replied,  in  allufion  to  thefe 
maffacres. 

Cum  cmditfato  Conful  uUrque  paru 

Salmafius 
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SalmaCus  ufed  to  fay,  he  had  oAtc  fcen  the 
Journal  of  Meyric  Cafaubon,  which  he  kept 
in  Latin  s  and  that  amongft  other  entries  was 
the  following :  "  J)eus  honey  hodie  catellus  meu$ 
**  pe£line  meo  pexus  eft^  Salmafius  had  made 
colledtions  for  the  hiftory  of  the  European  fur- 
names^  which  he  faid  were  in  general  derived 
cither  from  baptifmal  names,  from  the  names 
of  provinces  and  towns,  from  the  names  c^ 
trades  and  profeflions,  or  from  peculiarities  di 
perfon* 

At  the  time  of  the  death  of  Cardinal  Richc* 
lieu,  a  friend  of  Salmafius  was  foliciting  a 
penfion  for  him  from  that  Minifter,  in  order 
to  keep  in  France  a  perfon  of  his  (Salmafius's) 
talents.  Salmafius  faid,  **  that  he  believed  he 
^*  fhould  with  difficulty  be  prevailed  upon  to 
**  receive  a  penfion  from  the  Court  of  France, 
•*  as  fo  much  time  and  pains  were  employed 
•*  in  procuring  the  payment  of  it/*  He  faid, 
however,  "  he  would  very  willingly  receive  the 
•'  profits  of  fome  landed  property,  if  the  King 
•*  would  have  the  kindnefs  to  grant  it  him  ;'* 
and  having  afterwards  underftood  thai  this  offer 
was  made  him  on  the  condition  that  he  fhould 
write  the  hiflory  of  the  adminiflration  of  Riche- 
lieu, he  faid,  *^  that  he  perhaps  fhould  not  de- 

**  ferve 
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*  ferve  it,  as  he  was  not  a  man  to  facrifice  his 
.  *  pen  to  flattery/* 

Madame  de  Saumaife  was  a  great  ftircw,  aiwl 
led  her  hulband  a  weary  life ;  fhe  however  ufed 
to  fay  of  him,  "  that  he  was  the  befl:  gcntk- 
^  man  amongft  the  fcholars,  and  the  beft  fcholar 
*^  amongft  the  gentkraen  of  his  time." 

Salmafius,  after  liaving  quitted  France  oa 
account  of  his  religion,  being  a  Proteftant, 
refided  in  Holland.  Sorbiere,  in  a  lette^r  to  M. 
de  Marre,  thus  defcribes  his  manner  of  receiv- 
ing his  literary  friends : 

**  Every  Sunday  night  he  had  a  circle  of 
**  fifteen  or  twenty  perfons  of  note ;  ftich  ai 
"  M.  L'Empereur,  De  Laet,  Grotius,  &c. 
^*  whofe  converfation  afforded  both  inftrudtion 
^  and  amufement.  The  chief  part  of  the  time 
^  that  we  were  with  him  we  iat  round  a  great 
"  fire,  ojie  corner  of  which  he  kept  to  himfel^ 
*'  and  Madame  de  Saumaife  had  the  other- 
^  She  occafionally  mixed  in  the  converfation, 
*^  and  took  efpecial  care  that  not  one  of  the 
**  company  fliould  go  away  without  having 
**  received  a  (harp  word  or  two  from  her. 
"  Salmafius  was  not  naturally  inclined  to  talk, 
•^  but  when  once  he  began  he  difplayai  a 
^  -  **  wonder- 
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**  wonderful  fertility  of  mind,  and  an  imfhfenlfe 
**  erudition.  I  remember  once,  thslt  I  took  to 
"  Salmafius'  circle  a  French  gentleman  who 
*'  had  never'  feen  him  j  ^d  as  we  were  going 
*^  thither,  we  agreed  to  make  him  talk  about 
*'  the  amufcments  of  the  field.  We  put  hihl 
"  upon  that  fubjedc,  and  my  friend  told  me 
**  on  his  return,  that  himfelf,  who  was  an  old 
^*  fportfman,  could  not  have  talked  more  per- 
*'  tinently  upon  the  matter.  He  was  aftoniflied 
"  that  a  man  of  letters,  who  had  fpent  fo  much 
"  time  in  his  ftudy,  and  who  was  befides  fo  bad 
"  a  horfeman,  had  been  able  to  pick  up  fuch 
"  variety  of  information  upon  a  fubjed:  not 
"  peculiarly  interefting  to  him,  for  he  told  us 
'*  not  only  what  he  had  been  able  to  get  from 
"  thofe  who  had  exprefsly  written  upon  the 
"  fubjeft,  but  what  he  could  not  know,  unlefs 
"  he  had  really  been  upon  the  ground,  and 
"  had  himfelf  killed  a  great  quantity  of  game. 
"  Our  converfation  was^  often  infefted,"  fays 
Sorbiere,  "  if  I  may  fo  ufe  the  word  to  exprefs 
"  more  ftrongly  our  indignation,  by  a  Scotch 
"  Profeffor,  by  name  David  Stuart,  a  Regent 
"  of  a  College,  \who  in  the  duUeft  and  moft 
**  infipid  manner  contradidted  every  thing  that 
**  was  advanced ;  and  this  tirefome  fellow  made 
"  us  lofe  much  of  the  converfation  of  Sal- 
•*  malius,  to  whom  indeed  we  afterwards  com- 

**  plained. 
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•*  plained,  that  he,  who  was  in  general  pfetty 

^*  apt  to  be  violent  on  fuch  occafions,*  did  not 

•*  repreft  the  pedantry  of  the  Scotch  Profeffor; 

•*  repeating  to  hini,  "  Oro  qui  reges  confuevis 

**  tollerey  cur  noH  hunc  regem  ju^las?    Operum 

*^  hoc  mihi  crede  tuorum  efij^ 

Salmafius,  not  contented  with  attacking 
Milton's  arguments'  in  defence  of  the  execu- 
tion of  Charles  the  Firft,  attacked  the  Lati- 
nity  of  his  verfes.  He  begins  his  JVpology  for 
Charles  the  Firft  in  this  Angular  manner: 

'*  O  ye  Enghfh,  who  tofs  about  the  heads 
**  of  Kings  as  if  they  were  tennis-balls,  and 
**  play  at  bowls  with  crowns,  and  treat  fcepters 
**  with  no  more  regard  than  if  they  ivere 
c<  toys !" 


QASSENDI 


exhibits  one  of  the  moft  iftriking  inftances  of 
the  precocity  of  the  human  intelleft.  ^  At 
•^  the  age  of  four  years,"  fays  Bemier,  "  he 
"  ufed  to  declaim  his  little  fermons;  at  the 
"  age  of  feven  he  ufed  to  fteal  away  from  his 
"  parents,  and  fpend  a  great  part  of  the  night 
^*  in  obferving  the  ftars.  This  made  his  friends 
VOL.  IV.  u     .  •*  {ay. 
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^^  {ay,  that  he  was  bom  an  Aflronomef.  M 
**  this  age  he  had  a  difpute  with  the  boys  of 
*'  his  village*  whether  the  moon  or  the  clouds 
"  moved:  to  convince  them  that  the  moon 
"  did  not  move,  he  took  them  behind  a  tree, 
•*  and  made  them  take  notice  that  the  moon 
^*  kept^ts  fituation  between  the  fame  leaves, 
".  whilft  the. clouds  pafled  on..  This  early  dif- 
**  pofition  to  Qbfervation.  induced  his  parents 
**  to  cultivate  his  talents;  and  the  clergyman 
**  of  his  village  gave  hint  the  firft  elements  of* 
"  learning.  His  ardor  for  ftudy  became  then 
*^  extreme ;  the  day  was  not  long  enough  for 
*'  hun,  and  he  often  read  a  good  part  of  the 
**  night  by  the  light  of  the  lamp  that  was 
"  burning  in  the  church  of  his  village,  his 
"  family  being  too  poor  to  allow  him  candles 
"  for  his  nofturnal  ftudies.  He  often,"  adds 
Bernier,  **  took  only  four  hours  fleep  in  the 
*^  night.  At  the  age  of  ten,  he  harangued 
"  his  Bifhop  in  Latin  (who  pafled  -  through 
*V  Gaflendi's  village  on  his  ViTitation)  with  fuch 
"  eafe  and  fpirit,  that  the  Prelate  exclaimed, 
"That  lad  will  one  day  or  other  be  the  wonder 
"  of  his  age  !" 

V  "I  had  the  curiofity,"  fays  St.  .Evremond, 
^V  *o  vifit  Gaflendi.  After  a  very  long  conver- 
**  fetion,  in  ^vhich  he  difcufled  fome  very  feri* 

"  ous 
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^*  6us  fubjeifts,  he  complained  that  Nature  had 
**  given  fuch  a  degree  of  extent  to  our  cti* 
^'  riofity,  and  fiich  Verjr  narrow  limits  to  our 
'*  knowledges  This,  he  affured  me^  he  did  not 
**  fay  to  mdrtify  th6  prefurtptidn  of  any  pfer-^ 
"  fon,  dr  from  an  afF^fted  humility,  which  is  a 
**  kind  of  hypocrify.  He  did  not  pretend  to 
**  deny  but  that  he  knew  what  might  bd 
**  thought  on  many  fubjeds,  but  he  dared 
*^  not  venture  to  affirm  that  he  completely 
**  underftdod  any  one.  His  manner  in  conver-^ 
"  fation  was  extremely  agreeable;  he  had  ^ 
**  very  polifhed  and  elegant  underftanding ;  he 
^'^  had  a  great  deal  of  delicate  repartee ;  he  was 
^^  in  general  filent,  never '  oftentatioufly  ob- 
**  trading  upon  other  people  either  the  acute- 
^*  nefs  of  his'  underftanding  or  the  eloquence  of 
^*  his  converfdtlon  i  he  wis  never  in  a  hurry  to 
•*  give  his  opinion,  before  he  knew  that  of  the 
"  perfons  who  were  con verfing  with  him.  When 
"  men  of  learning  introduced  themfelves  to 
"  hirtii  he  was  contented  with  behaving  to 
**  them  with  great  civility,  and  was  iiOt  anxious 
"  to  furprize  their  admiration  by  letting  him- 
-"  felf  out  before  them.  The  entire  tendency 
**  of  his  ftudies  was  to  make  himfelf  wifer  and 
"  better  j  and  to  have  this  intention  more  con- 
"  ftantly  before  his  eyes,  he  had  infcribed  all  his 
**  books  with  thefe  words,  Sapert^  aude.'* 

V  2  This 
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iThis  great  Philofopher  was  pw^haps  one  of 
the  hardeft  ftudents  that  ever  cxifted.  In  gene- 
ral Ke  rofe  at  three  o'clock  in  the  raorAing,  and 
read  or  wrote  till  eleven,  when  h^  received  the 
vifits  of  his  friends.  He  afterward  at  twelve 
inadis  a  very  flender  dinner,  at  which  he  drank 
nothing  but  water,  and  fat  down  to  his  books 
again  at  three.,  There  he  remained  till  eight 
o'clock,  when,  after  having  eaten  a  very  light 
fupper,  he  retired  to  bed  at  ten.  His  means 
of  life  were  very  fmall;  but,  as  M.  Bemier 
in  his  Epitaph  upon  him  fays, 

Fixttjine  querela^  forte  fua  contentus 

Inferioris   nota^   amicis  jucundifftmus* 

Firis^  imperio^  auStoriiatey  doSfriniy 

Sapientiay  pntjiantijfmusy 

Acceptijp,muiycharifftmus* 

Non  apud  exteros  foluniy 

Sed  in  patriafud 
Jmorem^  veneratlonemy 
'  Meritus^  confecutus* 

GafTendi  appears  to  have  died  of  his  phy- 
iicians.  They  bled  him  fourteen  times  in  a 
dyfentery,  which  he  had  at  the  age  of  fixty^onc 
years.  During  the  courfe  of  his  illnefs,  he  hint- 
ed to  them  that  as  he  was  not  young,  and  was 
extremely  debilitated,  he  thought  they  might  as 
well,  perhaps,  difcontinue  the  bleedings.  In 
fpite  of  this  rcmonftrance,  they  purfued  their 
8  cruel 
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chid  Operations  till  they  reduced 'him  to  the 
greateft  extremity  of  weaknefe.  GuiPatin  tol3 
him  of  the  danger  he  was  in,  and  recommend- 
ed to  him^  to  fettle  his  worldly  affairs.  The 
patient,  lifting  up  his  head  from  his  pillow,  faid 
fmilbgly  to  him, 

Omnia  pracepif  at  que  animo  meckm  ante^regi. 

As  he  was  dying  he  defired  his  Secretary  to 
put  his  hand  gently  upon  his  heart,  and  faid  to 
him,  "  Mon  amu  voila  ce  qu^  c*^  que  la  vie  de 
"  Vhomme — My  friend,  fee  what  the  life  of  man 
^  is/* — Gaffendi  had,  long  before  he  faid  this, 
Received  the  Sacraments  according  to  the  rite$ 
cf  the  Church  of  Homp, 

Like  our  Dr.  Johnfon,  Gaflendi  was  a  great 
repeater  of  verfes  in  the  fevcral  languages  with 
which  he  was  converlant.  He  made  it  a  rule 
every  day  to  repeat  fix  hundred.  He  could 
repeat  fix  thoufand  Latin  verfes,  befidc  all  Lu* 
cretius,  which  he  had  by  heart.  He  ufed  to 
fay,  ^*  that  it  is  with  the  memory  as  with  alj 
♦*  other  habits.  Do  you  wifh  to  ftrengthea  it, 
^  or  to  prevent  its  being  enfeebled,  sis  it.  g^ier 
**  rally  happens  when  a  tnan  is  growing  ol4, 
'^^  exercife  it  continually,  and  in  very  early  life 
^*  get  as  many  fine  verfes  by  heart  as  you  can ; 
1^  Jh?y  W9^?  ^^  mind,  and  keep  it  in  a  cer- 
V  3  .«  taift 
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**  tain  d^cc  of  elevation  ^yh^ch  infpires  dignity 
^^  and  grandeur  of  fentiment." 

Gaflendi's  advcrfaries  accufed  him  of  want  of 
religion.  This  imputation  feems  ill-founded, 
as  every  Sunday  and  holiday  he  faid  mafs  as  ^, 
prieft:  and,  according  to  Gui  Patin,  the  dif- 
order  of  which  he  died  was  owing  to  his  keep-* 
ing  Lent  tgo  ftridly,  contrary  to  the  adviqe  of 
that  le^n^d  phyfician. 

The  principles  of  moral  conduft  which  he 
laid  down  for  the  direftion  of  his  life  were, — ^To 
know  ^nd  fear  God. — Not  to  be  afraid  of  death ; 
and  to  fubmit  quietly  to  it  whenever  it  fliould 
happen. — ^To  avoid  idle' hopes,  as  well  as  idle 
fears.r— Not  to  defer  till  to-morrow  ai;iy  inno- 
cent amufement  that  may  take  place  to-day.— 
To  defjre  nothing  but  what  is  neceflary. — Tq 
govern  the  paffions  by  reafon  and  good  fenfe, 

Gaffendi  was  a  moil  excellent  aftronomer, 
and  had  a  mind  fo  fraught  with  knowledge,  and 
^t  the  fame  time  fo  divefled  of  prejudice,  that 
.  he  wrot^  againft  4riftotle  (a  bold  attempt  in 
the  times  in  ^yhiph  he  lived),  and  offered  to 
prove,  that  many  ,thii^.  which  that  great  ge- 
p\]xs  had  advanced  in  philofophy  were  wrong. 

Yet 
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y^t  ho^  vain  are  the  {peculations  of  the  moft 
comprehenfive  minds,  when  unaflifted  by  know- 
Jedge  and  experience!  Gaffendt,  who  was  a 
dabbler  in  anatomy  and  medicine,  wrote  a  trea- 
life  to  prove  that  man  was  intended  by  nature 
(to  live  only  on  vegetables.  -    - 

Jn  one  of  the  letters  of  this  celebrated  philo-» 
fopher  he  fays,  that  he  was  confulted  by  his 
friend  and  patron  the  Count  d*Alais,  Governor 
of  Provence,  on  a  phenomenon  that  haunted 
hjs  bed-chaml?er  while  he  was  at  Marfeilles  on 
fome  bufihefs  relative  to  his  office.  The  Count 
tells  Gaflendi,  that  for  feyeral  fucceffive  nights, 
as  foon  as  the  candle  was  taken  aw^y,'  he  an^ 
his  Countefs  faw  a  luminous  ^ftre,  fometimes 
pf  ai>  oval,  fbmetimes  of  a  triangular,  form ', 
that  it  always  difappeared  when  light  came  into 
the  room ;  th^t  b?  had  often  ftnick  at  it,  bu^ 
could  difcover  nothing  folid.  Gaffendi,  as  ^ 
natural  philofopher,  endeavoured  to  .account 
for  it;  fometimes  attributing  it  to  fome  de- 
feft  of  vifion,  or  to  fome  dampnefs  of. the 
Foom  1  infinuating  that  perhaps  it  might  be  fent 
from  Heaven  to  him,  to  give  him  a  Warning  in 
due  time  of  fomething  that  (hould  happen. 
The  fpeftre  continued  its  vifiks  ^  the  time 
that  he  ftaid  at  Marfeilles ;  and  fome  years  af- 
terwards, on  tiieir  return  to  Aix,  the  Countefs 
y  4  d'AJa^ 
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d'Alals  confeffcd  to  her  hulband,  that  fhe 
played  him  this  trick,  by  means  of  one  of  her 
women  placed  under  the  bed  with  a  phial  of 
phoffAorus,  with  an  intention  to  frighten  hinj 
away  fi'om  Marfeilles,  a  place  in  which  fhe  very 
much  difliked  to  live. 

Gui  Patin,  who  attended  Gaflendi  as  his 
phyfician  in  his  laft  illnefs,  writes  thus  to  M. 
Spon :  *'  I  have  juft  now  left  Gaflendi  between 
*f  two  Priefts,  Sic  itur  ad  ajira^  where,  great 
*'  Aflronqmer  and  Philofopher  as  he  is,  he 
^*  will  know  more  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
V  than  he  ever  could  know  here  in  the  cQurfe 
t  of  his. whole  life/' 


^  FATHER  MABILLON. 

LotJis  the  Fourteenthwasdefiroustofeethb 
•celebrated  Benedidiinv  Le  Tellier,  Archbifhop 
of  Rheims,  prefented  him  to  his  Majefty  in  theie 
words :  "„Sire,  I  have  the  honour  to  prefent  to 
}^  you  the  mofl  learned  man  .in  ypur  domi- 
*^  nioiis.^*  BbiTuet;  who  was  prefent,  added, 
?*  Sire,  arid  the  nioft  modcfl:."  ^ 

An  £o^i{h  Gentleman,  wiflbing  to  CQlxfi^t 
'M^  Du  Cange  on  ibgie  fubjed  of  antiquity, 

was 
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was  referred  by  him  to  Mabillon.  On  applying 
to  Mabillon,  he  defired  him  to  confult  M.  Du 
Cange.  Why,  my  good  Father,  he  told  me  to 
**  addrefs  myfelf  to  you. ■* — *'  He  is  my  Maf- 
**  ter,  I  affure  you,  Sir,"  replied  the  Benediftin, 
**  If,  however,  you  continue  to  honour  me 
•^  with  your  vifits,  I  will  communicate  to  you 
f^  the  little  that  1  know." 

Clepient  XI.  on  hearing  of  Mabillon's  death, 
wrote  to  the  illuftrious  Congregation  of  St, 
Maur,  to  defire  that  they  would  bury  their  dc- 
ceafed  colleague  in  a  place  of  diftinguilhed  fe- 
pulture ;  *"  for,**  added  he,  "  all  the  men  of 
"  learning  who  come  to  Paris  will  not  fail  to 
**  inquire  \yheire  you  have  placed  him — nbi  p^ 

Dom*  Roufiel  made  an  infcription  for  him. 
The  eulogium  it  contains  may  be  recommendeci 
to  the  notice  of  many  perfons  who  feem  to  makq 
up  in  arrogance  their  inferiority  of  knowIedgQ 
to  this  modeft  Benedi^in^ 

Omnium  hominum  fibi  concitiavit  animo) 

Homimim  mttiilimus( 

lA'^fis  edam  UurariU  difcrepatiombul 

Nemini  afpen 

Nemini  Isfit,  etiam  Ixfus* 

$cr&entem  inotabat  verjtaS| 

Ccrt^ntfpi 
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Certantem  mocknibatur  lenitas, 
Vincentcm  coronabat  venta% 
Coronatum  ornabat  humilitas^ 
*      ♦      #       ■ 
Co^Ieftis  gloriae  cupidus> 
Mtindanam  fprevit. 
Refpexit  mcrcedem 
Quam  darq  folent  homines 
Vani,  vanunu 
NuIIain  in  clauftro  tenuit  d^nhateatH 
Omnes  meruit. 
Cum  Iherarum  ftudiis 
':  Virtutiitn  ftudia  conjutudti, 

Ut  altemo  (ctdajtf 
Scientia  ptc^a^^m 
fitta^  fcientiam  adjuvaret  . 


SANTEUIL. 

y 

Princes  and  great  men  arc  but  too  apt  ta 
de^de  their  own  dignity,  and  to  render  the 
fituation  of  dependence  more  un^ateful  and 
unpalatable  than  It  is  of  neceffity,  by  playing 
praftical  jokes  upon  thofe  perfons  who  are  about 
them.  The  celebrated  L^in  Pcy^t  Santeuil 
died  of  one  of  thefe  princely  gambols.  Som^ 
Spanifh  feuff  was  put  inta  a  glafe  of  wine,  by 
order  of  the  Duchefs  of  Bourbon,  which  he 
Wi$  obliged  to  drink,  and  he  died  ^  few  day^i 

?iftep^rd^ 
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jafterwarfis  in  the  moft  horrid  tortures,  in  con- 
f^quence  of  it,  ^ 


Santeuil,  who  was  a  quibbler,  and  tin  homme 
aux  bons  motSj  died  as  he  lived ;  for,  on  l^er  High- 
nefs*s  //on  Altejfe)  fending  one  day  to  know 
how  he  did  when  he  \yas  in  th^  agpnies  of 
death,  on  hearing  the  word  Altejfe^  he  turned 
.his  eyes  up  to  Heaven,  repeating  ^\  Tu  Joins 
*'  Altijftmus^''  and  died  immediately, 

Santeuil  wrote  fome  excellent  Hynins*fpi: 
the  fervice  of  the  Catholick  Church,  which  are 
ftill  in  ufe.  He  ufed  frequently  to  fay,  that 
though  every  one  was  expeded  to  go  to  cfiurch, 

•  The  concluiion  of  his  Hymn  to  Holy  Women  is  ex- 
^uilite.  He  thus  concludes  bis  d(;fcrip(ion  of  the  Vutuoi^ 
Woman: 

Non^illa  luxu  veflium, 
Non  crine  torto  fplenduit. 
Cultu  nitens  fed  (implici 
Puns  placebat  moribus. 

Se  {vibjerenis  vultibus 
Auftera  virtus  occulit. 
Timet  videri.  nc  fu\}m 
Dum  prodit,  amittat  decus^ 

Fafcenda  ccelefti  cibo, 
Sacris  ftudebat  litcris, 
Tempio  frequens,  fed  fcdula 
Redibat  ad  curam  dopius. 
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he  (houtd  be  excepted,  as  he  coxild  not  prevent 
himfelf  from  hearing  his  own  hymns  fung  there, 
perhaps  with  too  much  fatisfaftion  for  a  pious 
man. 

Santeuil,  who  had  never  taken  Prieft's  ordere, 
icated  himfelf  one  day  in  a  ConfejQSonal  Chair 
that  belonged  to  his  Convent,  and  leaned  over 
the  elbow  of  it,  as  if  in  expedtation  of  receiving 
a  Penitent.  A  handfome  woman  approached, 
knelt  down,  and  began  to  enumerate  her  frail- 
ties. Santeuil,  who  was  pleafed  with  it  at  firft, 
foon  became  tired  of  it,  and  by  way  of  putting 
a  flop  to  his  Penitent,  cried  out,  ^^  Why,  you 
**  fimpleton,  I  am  no  Prieft !  why  do  you  trou-. 
•«  ble  me  with  aU  this  detail  ?"— **  Oh,  Sir,"  re^ 
plied  the  woman,  "  I  ihall  go  immediately  and 
**  tell  your  Superior  of  your  improper  and  fcan-' 
^*  dalous  conduct.*'—"  Shall  you  fo,my  charm-^ 
•*  ing  Penitent  ?"  replied  Santeuil :  "  then  | 
1^  (hall  go  and  tell  your  hufband  of  your's,** 


PASCAL 

ifxhibits  a  ftriking  Inftance  of  the  earlieft  dcfigr 
nation  of  the  human  mind  to  a  particular  pur-r 
fuit,  and  the  futility  of  an  attempt  to  thwart 
^iid  reprpfs  it,    Pafcal's  father  was  a  pian  <Sp 

fcienc^l 
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Ibience,  and  was  occafionally  vifited  by  the  great 

.mathematicians  of  his  country.    Pafcal,  who 

was  then  quite  a  child,  was  prefent  at  their  vi- 

fits,  and  heard  their  converfation,  which  chiefly 

turned  upon  fcience,  and   more  particularly 

tipc«i  that  which  they  profefled*     He  was  veiy 

attentive  to  what  they  faid,  and  conceived  fuch 

apajEonfor  mathematics,  that  he  prefled  his 

father  very  much  to  permit  him  to  ftudy  them. 

This  the  father  refufed,  as  thinking  it'  better 

that  his  fon's  early  years' Ihould  be  given  to  the 

knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages  ; 

and  put  out  of  his  way  ^1  the  books  he  might 

happen  to  have  that  treated  of  mathematics* 

-Pafcal  (then  eleven  years  of  age),  at  his  leifutc  - 

hours,  ufed  to  retire  to  an  upper  chamber  in 

his  father's  houfe,  where  he  employed  himffelf 

in  tracing,  with  fand  upon  the  floor,  the  figures 

pf  triangles,  of  parallelograms,  of  circles,  &€• 

without  knowing  the  names  of  them.    "  There 

**  he  compared,'*  fays  his  Biographer  (Madame 

du  Perrier,  who  was  his  fifter),  "their  feveral 

J^V  relations  and  proportions^  and  by  degrees, 

"  without  the  leaft  afliftance  of  any  kind  what* 

*«  ever,  came  to  conclude,  that  the  exterior 

"  angle  of  every  triangle  is  equal  to  the  two 

"  interior  and  oppofite  angles,  and  that  the 

**  three  interior  angles  of  every  triangle  are 

^  equal  to  two  right-angles,  which  is  the  3  2d 

^^  Propofition 
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**  Propofition  of  the  Firft  Book  of  Eilctidt 
**  This  and  the  feveral  intermediately  neceflary 
^«  Propofitions  he  was  able  clearly  to  demoir- 
*^  Urate,  making  ufe  of  the  terms  rond  and 
**  barre^  &c.  inftead  of  circle  and  line  (for  as  yet 
**  he  was  ignorant  of  the  common  appellations 
**  of  tliofe  linei)j  and  grounding  his  reafoning 
.**  on  definitions  and  axioms  which  himfelf  had 
**  verified.  He  was  thus  employed  when  his 
"  father  burft  in  upon  him>  who  difcovcrin^ 
"what  h6  wai  about,  and  the  progrefs  and 
"  refult  of  his  exertions,  remained  for  fom'e 
"  time  quite  infenfible,  equally  furprized  and 
^  pleafedj  and  ran  to  one  of  his  intimate  friends 
**  to  tell  him  what  he  had  feen^  He  aftef- 
^  -  W^rds  encouraged  his  fon  in  the  purfuit  of 
**  his  favourite  ftudy  with  fiich  fuccefs,  that  it 
**  thie  ^e  of  fixteen  young  Pafcal  had  coni-- 
/*.pdfed  bis  celebrated  Treatife  upon  Conic 
«  Seftibns." 

Pafcal  was  jpcrhaps  one  6f  the  beft  m^n  thiit 
ever  lived ;  his  time  was  beftowed  on  works  (5f 
.  piety  Imd  utility,  and  his  money  was  expended 
on  thofe  who  had  occafion  for  his  affiftance. 
His  Provincial  Letters  will  immortalize  him  as 
one  of  the  fineft  writers  that  the  French  have 
ever  poflefled*  One  knows  not  which  to  ad- 
mire moft  in  them,  his  depth  of  learnings  his 
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ftrengtli  of  reafoning,  the  delicacy  of  his  fatire, 
or  the  purity  of  his  intention.  In  his  **  Tenfees^* 
with  an  honefty  perhaps  only  pardonable  in  a 
man  of  his  known  virtue  and  iimplicity,  he  fays, 
**  I  am  alked,  If  1  do  not  repent  that  I  have 
"*'  written  the  Lettres  ProvincIaJes  ?  I  anfwer, 
**  that  fo  far  from  repenting  that  I  have  writ- 
**  tea  themj  I  would,  if  I  .were  to  write  them 
**  over  again,  make  them  ftill  ftronger.  I  am 
*^  then  alked,  Why  I  have  mentioned  the 
**  names  of  the  Authors  frpni  whotn  I  have 
**  taken  all  the  abominable  pofitions  which  I 
*^  have  quoted  m  them  ?  I  anfwer.  That  if  I  were 
^^^  in  a  town  where  there  were  twelve  fprings: 
"  of  water,  and  I  was  certain  that  one  of  them 
*^  had  been  poifoned,  I  fliould  think  myfelf 
^  obliged  to  advife  the  inhabitants  not  to  ^et 
"  their  water  at  that  fpring;  and  as  what  I  ^d 
"  might  be  taken  for  a  matter  of  mere  imagi- 
^  nation,  I  fliould  think  myfelf  oWiged  to  tell 
^  the  name  of  the  perfon  who  poifoned  the 
**  fpring,  rather  than  fufFer  the  inhabitants  of 
*'  the  town  to  be  poifoned/* 

in  fpeaking  of  Epigrams,  with  what  gobdnc6 
•of  heart,  and  with  what  bonJiQmmey  he  feys, 

^^  The  Epigram  of  Martial  on  Ihott-fighted 
^  perfons  is  good  for  nothing.   It  does  not  con- 

"  folc 
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"  folc  them,  ahd  It  ftiews  only  the  wit  of  the 
^«  writer.    All  that  makes  only  for  the  writer  is 

**  good  for  nothing ambitiofa  recidet  orna* 

*'  menta. — One  Ihould  endeavour  to  pleafe  only 
"  thofe  that  poflefs  (entiments  of  humanity 
**  and  kindnefs,  and  not  perfons  of  a  cruel  and 
**  barbarous  difpofition." 

Pafcal,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  retired  to 
that  illuftrious  feminary  of  fcience,  learning, 
and  piety,  Port  Royal.  Many  of  the  perfons 
that  compofed  it  were  men  of  learning  and  of 
rank,  who  thdught  it  right  to  foUoW  fome*  trade 
or  manufafture,  and  perform  fome  manual  ope- 
ration for  the  good  of  their  fouls,  as  well  as  for 
that  of  their  bodies ;  thinking  with  the  cele- 
brated Abbe  du  Rancc,  the  difciplinarian  re- 
former of  the  famous  Abbey  of  La  Trappe,  that 
manual  labour  was  the  firft  puniftiment  inflifted 
upon  fin,  a  proper  exercife  for  the  condition  of 
a  penitent,  and  a  moft  powerful  means  of  fane- 
tification. 

PafcaFs  employment  was  that  of  a  maker  of 
wooden  (hoes^  this  gave"  rife  to  the  following 
witticifm  of  Boileau :  A  Jefuit  ha^i^ing  one  day^ 
aiked  Boileau  with  a  fneer,  whether  his  good 
friend  Pafcal  was  making  fhoes  at  Port  Royal  : 
^*  Jenef^ais  ^as  s'ilfmt  aprejent  des  foulierSy  mats 

"A 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^je'fgah  bierttpi'il.vous  ^'^ujji  un  bonne  hotte^^ 
was  the  fatirift's  reply. 

Pafcal  had,  in  common  with  many  other 
learned  men,  fome  weaknefles,  upon  which  hu* 
raanity  will  ever  drop  a  tear.  A  book  has  been 
written  tipon  the  quackery  of  learned  men,  and 
\ti  the  opinion  of  the  prefent  learned  and  excel*- 
lent  Father  of  Medicine  in  this  country  (a  Cha*- 
rafter  as  fuperior  to  frailty  as  to  vice),  an  en*- 
tertaining  book  might  be  made  of  the  follies  of 
learned  men.  His*  name  moft  affuredly  woulcj 
never  enter  into  the  compofition  of  it :  but  the 
work  would  at  leaft  confole  the  ignorant  and 
the  foolifh. 

Pafcal,  like  many  excellent  and  ftudious  men, 
feems  to  have  had  a  horror  of  politics.  "  In  a 
'^  Republican  Government,  as  that  of  Venice^ 
"  it  would  be  a  great  crime,**  fays  he,  **  to  at- 
**  tempt  to  introduce  a  King  *,  or  to  opprefs 

'  "  the 

*  Gui  du  Four  dc  Pibrac,  the  celebrated  Author  of  the 
Quatrains,  feems  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion : 

Jkm€  ritat  tei  que  tu  h  vois  itre  : 
S^ii  eft  Royal^  aime  la  RoyautS; 
•S'/7  nel  eft  pointy  s'il  eft  Communautl^ 
jiimede  auffi^  quand  Dim  fy  a  fait  naitre. 

,Whate'er  its  Government,  thy  Country  love ; 
Thy  lawful  Monarch  willingly  obey  \ 
Vbt.  IV.  X  And 
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"  the  liberty  of  any  peojde  to  whom  God  has 
**  given  it.  In  a  Monarchical  Government,  it 
"  is  not  poffible  to  violate  the  refpeft  that  is 
*^  owing  to  the  Sovereign,  without  a  fpecies  of 
^*  fecrilegc*  Befides,**  adds  this  great  man, 
**  a  civil  war,  which  is  the  general  confequencc 
"  of  the  alteration  of  a  form  of  government^ 
*•  being  one  of  the  greateft  crimes  that  can  be 
**  committed  againft  the  happinefs  of  mankind, 
**  it  is  impoffible  to  fpeak  againft  it  with  too 
**  much  indignation.**  Pafcal  fubjoins  in  ^ 
note  with  great  fimplicity,  "  I  have  as  great  a 


And  let  the  State  thy  ready  homage  provct    * 
Should  Few  or  Many  bear  the  fovereign  fway ; 
Convinced  that  God's  paternal  care 
Has  thought  it  fit  to  place  thee  there. 

'Ko  one  can  fufpc6b  this  great  man  of  fervility  and  paffive^ 
obedience,  when  the  following  Quatnun,  written  by  him, 
prevented  his  being  made  Chancellor  of  France  under 
Henry  the  Third: 

ye  hois  ces  m9ts  de  puijance  ahfihse^ 
De  plein  peuvoify  defropre  mouvemeut ; 
Aux  faints  decrets^  ils  ont  premthremcnt 
Puts  a  nos  Loix  la  puiJIanct  tQlhe, 

Thefe  words  of  *«  power  fupreme*'  and  *'  fovereign  will/* 

My  mind  with  honed  indignation  fill ; 

For  words  like  tbefe  have  hurt  Religion's  caufe, 

Deftroy'd  all  reverence  for  her  facred  Jaws ; 

Have  injured  Gallia's  Monarch's  temperate  fway^ 

And  roade  his  fubje^  as  his  ^aves  obey. 

•*  dread 
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•*  dread  of  this  crime  as  of  mlitdw  and  of  rob- 
■*  bing  on  the  highway.  Ther^  is  nothing,  I 
**  am  fure,  that  is  more  contrary  to  my  nature 
**  than  this  crime,  and  to  commit  which  I 
•*  fhould  be  lefs  tempted.  / 

**  Thole  perTons,**  fays  Segrais,  "  who  write 
**  books  for  the  public,  fliould  let  their  friends 
/*  fee  them  who  are  men  of  judgment,  and  ard 
•*  capable  of  correding  them  before  they  ap* 
"  pear  at  that  redoubtable  tribunal.  M.  de 
**  Menage  did  fo,  and  that  accounts  for  the 
•*  correftnefs  of  hiij  works.  M.  de  la  Roche- 
**  foucault  afted  in  the  fame  way  by  his  Me- 
"  moirs  and  Maxims.  Why  are  Pafcal's  Pro* 
*'  vincial  Letters  fo  perfect  ?  It  h  becaufe  they 
**  were  feen  and  reviewed  by  at  leaft  a  do2en 
•*  of  the  gentlemen  of  Port  Royal>  who  were 
*^  men  of  talents,  and  who  had  an  exquifite 
"  tafte  in  difcovcring  what  would  |deafe  the 
''  public." 

Thofe  perfofis  who  from  folly  or  from  care- 
leffnefs  tdU  one  friend  what  another  friend  fays 
of  him,  would  do  well  to  confider  this  obferva- 
tion  of  the  acute  and  amiable  Pafcal  : 

"  All  men  naturally  hate  each  other.     I  am 

**  certain,  that  if  they  were  to  know  acturatdy 

X  z  •*  what 
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"  what  they  occafionally  had  laid  of  one  anoth^, 
"  there  would  not  be  four  perfoos  in  the  worM 
"  who  could  long  preferve  their  friendfhip  for 
"  eacl^  other/' 

This  great  man  obferves  acutely,  "  that  the? 
"  longer  we  live  in  the  world,  the  more  diffimi^ 
",  litude  of  charafter  we  find  in  mankind,  anrf 
**  are  convinced  that  no  two  meii  are  precifely 
"  alike."  This  refleftion  fhould  indeed  render 
us  more  indulgent  to  each  other  than  we  are,  to 
the  virtues  as  well  as  the  vices  of  others  that 
are  unlike  our  own,  and  not  fuppofe  ourfelves 
the  models  to  which  we  are  to  refer  every 
thing. 

-  *^  See,**  fays  Pafcal,  "  the  abfundity  of  man- 
"  kind.  Many  men  have  believed  in  the  Mi- 
*^  racles  of  Vefpafian,  who  have  appeared  to 
*^  givejfto  credit  to  thofe  of  Jefus  Chrift.** 

In  his  Provincial  Letters,  he  fays :  "  This 
"  letter  is  longer  than  any  of  the  reft;  but  in- 
*'  deed  and.  in  good  truth  I  had  not  leifurc 
-"  to  make  it  Ihorter." 
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OMER  TALON, 

-ATTORNEY    GENERAL     OF     THE     PARLIAMENT    OF 
PARIS. 

This  intelligent  and  inflexible  Magiftrate 
having,  in  a  fpeech  which  he  made  in  the  Par- 
liament of  Paris  to  Anne  of  Auftria,  during  the* 
ihinority  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  touched 
gently  upon  the  diftrelTes  of  the  common  people 
of  the  kingdom  of  France,  found  himfelf  treated 
with  flight  and  coolnefs  by  her  Majefty  at  the 
next  audience  he  had. of  her.  *^  This,"  fays 
he,  **  was  owing  to  the  mifreprefentation  of  the 
"  Minifl:ers,  and  fome  of  the  vermin  who  fre- 
^*  quent  palaces." 

Talon  having  on  fome  occafion  taken  a  part 
which  pleafed  the  Queen  and  the  Court,  Car- 
dinal Mazarin  fent  for  him,  and,  after  paying 
him  fome  compliments  on  his  behaviqur,  of- 
fered him  an  Abbey  for ,  his  brother.  Talon 
very  politely  refufed  it,  adding,  that  as  his  late 
conduft  had  nothing  in  view  but  the  fervide 
of  the  King  and  the  fatisfaftion  of  his  own 
confcience,  he  fliould  be  extremely  unhappy, 
if  there  was  the  leaft  fufpicion  afforded  to  the 
world  at  large  that  he  had  aded  from  other 
motives.     "  I  love,"  added  this  honeft  French- 
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man,  ^*  both  the  King  and  the  Parliament, 
*^  without  being  imder  any  apprehenfion  that 
*•  this  apparent  contradidion  fhould  do  me  any 
**  prejudice  with  mankind/* 

Mazarin  fent  for  him  another  time,  to 
requeft  bim  to  fpeak  in  the  Parliament  of  Paris 
iji  favour  of  fome  Edidts  of  the  King,  which 
were  to  be  prefented  by  himfelf  in  pcrfon  to 
be  regiftered  by  that  Affembly,  Talon  replied, 
that  he  (hould  do  hi?  dyty-^— that  the  prefcnc^ 
of  the  Sovereign  onTuch  occafions  caufed  always 
trouble  and  difcontent--^that  it  was  therefor^ 
the  more  neceffary  that  he  (hoyld  exercife  pro- 
perly the  funftions  of  his  office  without  fear  an4 
without  partiality, 

M.  Talon's  reafons  for  quitting  public  affairs 
were  thofe  which  but  too  often  have  infpired 
men  as  hpneft  and  as  well-intentioned  as  himfelf, 
"  All  refiftance  and  contradiftion/*  fays  he, 
•*  to  the  Governing  Powers  was  ineffedual  and 
"  ufelefs,  who  carried  every  point  they  wiftied 
^*  to  gain  by  violence  and  conftraint.  I  was 
"  however/*  he  adds,  *•  very  much  aftoniftied 
**  that  many  honeft  m^n,  who  wiQied  well  to 
**  the  public  pe^ce;  ftiU  attended  the  Par- 
♦^  Uament,  in  which  they  were  certain  that 
^*  every  thing  muft  be  carried  as  it  pleafed  llie 

<^  princes  J 
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*•  Princes  5  fo  that  in  the  fituation  in  which 
**  matters  were,  it  woidd  have  been  more  for 
^*  their  honour,  that  what  was  done  (hould 
**  have  been  done  by  che  voices  of  a  few  per- 
^  fons  only,  whofe  partiality  might  well  have 
*'  been  fufpefted,  than  by  the  majority  of  the 
**  Parliament,  who  had  not  the  power  either 
^*  to  do  the  good,  or  to  prevent  the  evil,  as 
**  they  wifhed.  Neverthelefs,  the  general  ti* 
^  midity  was  fo  great,  that  many  perfons  were 
**  afraid  of  bemg  fufpefted,  if  they  did  not 
^*  attend  that  Affembly  5  and  the  majority  of 
"  thofe  who  went  there  did  not  confider  fo 
*^  much  what  opinion  they  (hould  give,  as 
^  how  their  perfons  (hould  be  (ecure,  even 
**  when  they  had  betrayed  their  confciences, 
**  and  had  voted  on  the  fame  (ide  with  the 
**  Princes/' 

David  Hume  fays,  in  his  Effay  upon  Elo* 
quence,  that  during  the  difputes  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Paris  in  the  time  of  the  Fronde,  there 
appeared  many  fymptoms  of  antient  eloquence. 
"  The  Avocat-General  Talon,**  adds  he,  (rom 
De  Retz,  **  in  an  oration,  invoked  on  his  knees 
♦*  the  Spirit  of  St.  Louis  to  look  down  with 
**  compaffion  on  his  divided  and  unhappy  peo- 
^*  pie,  and  to  infpire  them  from  Heaven  with 
**  the  love  of  concord  and  unanimity/' 
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De  Retz  fays,  that  no  ancient  Roman  ever 
poffefled  the  virtues  of  courage  and  of  public 
fpirit  in  a  degree  fuperior  to  this  great  Magi- 
ftrate.  In  the  time  of  the  Fronde  at  Paris, 
a  man  prefented  a  dagger  to  his  br^aft,  threat' 
ening  him  with  inftant  death  if  he  would  not 
eonfent  to  foine  decree  propofed  in  the  Parlia- 
ment, which  *M.  Mole  thought  prejudicial  to 
his  country.  ^*  Know,  my  friend,"  faid  he, 
looking  fternly  at  him,  "  that  the  diftance  is 
•*  infinite  from  the  dagger  of  an  afTaflin  to  the 
**  heart  of  an  honeft  man/' 


FOUCQUET. 

6UR.INTENDANT   OF   THE    FINANCES  OF  FRANCE, 

For  the  honour  of  letters,  Peliflbn  and  the 
good  La  Fontaine  remained  faithful  to  the 
Surintendant  during  his  difgrace.  Peliflba  fent 
petitions  to  Louis  XIV,  in  his  favour,  and  La 
Fontaine  wrote  verfes  in  commiferation  of  his 
hard  fate,  in  a  ftyle  of  the  higheft  pathos,  a  ftyk 
totally  diifimilar  from  hi^  ufual  manper.    Mar 
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demoifelle  Deflioulieres,  the  cekbrated  Pbetefs, 
whom  he  had  patrftnifed,  contrived  to  fend  him 
intelligence  even  into  that  inacce(!ible  fortrefs 
the  Baftille.  The  Gfeat,  who  had  Gondefcended 
to  jpartajce  of  his  favours  whilfi  he  was  in  power, 
completely  forfopk  him  when  he  had  no  longer 
any  thing  to  give  them ;  and  this^after  he  had  fo 
far  attended  even  to  their  vices,  as  at  all  the 
entertainments  he  gave  to  put  money  under 
their  plates  to  enable  them  to  pay  their  lofles  at 
play. 

.  Foucqviet  was  confined  many  years  in  the 
fortrefs  of  Pignerol,  where  he  compofed  fome 
devotional  Tr^atifes,  It  is  not  known  whether 
he  was  ever  permitted  to  return  to  Paris.  St 
Simon,  in  his  Memoirs,  gives  a  very  curious 
account  of  the  meeting  between  him  and  his 
fellow-prifoner  the  Duk^  of  Laufun  at  Pig- 
nerol. 


PELISSON. 


This  elegant  Writer  contrived  to  be  fent 
to  the  Baftille,  to  give  his  patron  M.  Foucquet 
intelligence  of  what  had  been  done  refpeAing 
his  trial.  Whilft  he  was  confined  there, 
li^  wrote  a  JPoem  called,  JEmymdoft;  "  per-. 

'J  fuaded,'^ 
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"  fuadcd,**  fays  his  Biographer,  "  that  by  % 
*^  great  effort  of  application  t)f  mind  to  a  par- 
*«  ticular  fubjeft,  he  Ihould  alone  be  able  to 
•*  foften  the  rigours  of  confinement."  He 
wrote  the  following  lines  on  the  walls  of  his 
cell: 

Doubles  griUiS  a  gros  clouxy 
Triples  partes^  forts  verroux^ 
^Aux  nmes  vraiment  mechantes 
Vous  reprefe^itez  Penfir^ 
Mais  aux  amts  innocenUs 
Vous  n*ites  que  du  bdsy  des  pierres^  et  dufer. 

Voltaire  fays,  there  are  no  comppfitjons  in  thd 
French  language,  which  in  flyle  and  manner 
more  refemble  the  orations  of  TuUy,  than  the 
remonftrances  of  Peliffon  to  HfOuis  XIV.  in  U^^ 
vour  of  M.  Fouccjuet. 


M.  DUMOyUN, 


"  I  LEAVE  behind  me,**  fays  this  excellent 
Phyfician  on  his  death-bed,  <*  two  moft  power- 
**  ful  remedies,  diet  and  exercife/' 
Drydcn  has  faid^ 
God  never  made  bis  work  for  man  to  mend. 
This  may  be  true  of  inan  as  he  came  out  of 
the  hands  of  his  great  Creator  j  but  he  has 

fincci 
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M-   DUMOITLIN.  31^ 

fince,  by  his  vices  and  his  follies,  debafed  his 
frame,  and  made  it  neceffary  for  him  often  ta 
apply  for  the  afliftance  of  thofe  who  have  made 
the  difeafes  of  the  body  their  particular  ftudy. 
Yet  with  what  caution  he  (hould  apply,  the 
learned  Frederic  Hoffman  will  warn  him,  who 
wrote  a  book  entitled   "  M$dici  Morborum 

«  Cauf^  ;'  Pbyficians  the  Caufes  of  Difeafes  *. 

0 

M.  Dumoulin  had  this  infcription  engraved 
over  the  Fountain  of  the  Mineral  Waters  of 
Bourbon; 

Auriferas  dives  jaSfet  PaSfolus  arenas^ 
JDltior  hifc  vohit  mortalibus  undafaluUnu 

Uncnvied  now,  Pa6lolas,  roll  ^ong 
Thy  golden  fands,  immortaliz'd  in  fong  ; 
Our  favoured  ftreams  in  richer  torrents  flow. 
And  herfth*?  great  bjcfling  on  mankind  beftow. 

•  "  The  lives  of  many  hyfterical  and  hypochondriacal 
•«  patients,"  fays  the  ingenious  Dr.  Ferriar,  of  Manchefter, 
in  his  excellent  Tricatife  on  the  Qonverfion  of  Difeafes, 
**  have  been  at  once  Ibortened^nd  embittered  by  the 
**  thoughtlefs  encouragement  given  by  fome  pra^tioners 
•*  to  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors.  I  have  feennio  ft  melan- 
**  choly  inftances  in  which  habits  of  dram-drinking  have 
"  been  thus  acquire^  under  the  fan<5tion  of  the  medical 
'•  attendant,  by  perfons  not  only  temperate  but  delicate  in 
"  their  moral  habits.  In  this  manner  hyfterical  difeafes  of 
**  no  great  moment  are  converted  to  fchimis  of  the  liver 
'^  and  dropfy,  to  apoplexy,  palfy,  and  other  difeafes;  fa 

The 
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The  three  Greek  words  lately  infcribed  "by' 
the  learned  and  excellent  Dr.  Harrington  on 
the  Pump-room  at  Bath  have  a  peculiar  and 
ipccific  propriety.  They  are  fimple  and  de^ 
gant  itt  thcmfelves,  are  taken  from  a  ^at  lyric 
poet,  and  allude  to  the  celebrated  fyftem  of 
W  ancient  philofopher,  that  water  is  the  prin«r 
ciple  of  all  things ;  and  they  bear  a  fpecific  allu- 
iipn  to  the  properties  of  the  Bath  waters,  which 
^re  extremely  falutary  to  thofe  who  have  in- 
dulged in  wine  and  fermented  licjuors. 


HEGNARD. 


The  life  of  this  celebrated  French  Comic 
Poet  appears  to  have  been  a  Kfe  of  real  ro-r 
mance.  He  was  born  at  Paris  in  1647.  His 
great  paffion  throughout  life  was  that  of  tra- 
velling. In  returning  from  Italy  to  France 
by  an  Englifh  merchant  fliip,  he  was  taken  pri- 
loner  by  an  Algerine  veffel,  and  carried  witU 
the  reft  of  the  crew  to  Algiers,  where  he  was 
fold  for  a  Have  to  one  of  the  principal  perfons 
of  that  city,  Regnard,  being  a  very  good 
cook,  was  in  confcquence  of  hi^  knowledge  in 
that  very  ufeful  art  taken  notice  of  by  his  maf- 
ter,  and  treated  with  great  lenity,    H«  was 

however 


Digitized 


by  Google 


however  detefted  in  an  intrigue?  *  with  one 
of  the  women  of  his  mafter's  feraglio,  and  was 
fentenced  either  to  be  impaled,  or  to  turn  Ma- 
hometan, The  French  Conful  at  Algiers,  who 
had  juft  received  a  very  confiderable  fxim  of 
money  to  purchafe  Regnard's  liberty,  made  ufe 
of  it  to  procure  him  both  that  and  his  fife. 
Regnard,  again  a  free  man,  returned  to  France : 
having  however  the  gtdt  de  la  vie  vdgabmdi 
(as  he  calls  it)  he  travelled  into  Flanders,  and 
Holland,  and  from  thence  to  Dcainaark;  the 
Sovereign  of  which  country  adviiing  him  to 
vifit  Lapland,  he  and  two  other  Frenchmen 
(whom  he  chanced  to  m^et  at  Copenhagen) 
went  togetheJ  into  L^ipland.as  far  a5  the  extre* 
mity  of  the  Gulph  of:  Borneo^  and  extended 
their  travds  cvfcn  tothe  Frozen  Sea.  Stopping 
here,  a$  they  could  not  poffibiy  go  aay  fatthef, 
Regnard  bad  th^«  lines  en^vfed  "upon  a  flx>ne 
on  a  mountain .  ne^r  that  immenfe  repofitory 
of  ice:  .     :  . 

Gallia  no$  gefktii^  vldit  nos  Africa^  Gangem 
Haufimus-i  Europamqui  oculis  lujiravimus  omntm* 
Caftbus  et  varUs  a^  terraque  matique    . 
Siftimus  hie  tandem  qua  nobis  defuit  orbis* 

Iii  Gallia  born,  by  fcorching  Afric  vicw'd, 
And'bath'd  in  Ganges*  confeprated  8ood, 

♦  The  principal -ciVcumftances  of  this  intrigue  Regnard 
has  worked  up  into  a  Novel  called  '*  La  Frovert^ale," 
....     .  We've 
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WtWe  feen  whatever  of  nature  and  of  art | 
To  wondVing  eyes,  all  Europe  can  tmpait4 
By  Fate's  kind  power  enabled  to  with&ind 
The  various  perils  of  the  lea  and  land« 
Here  then  we  ftop,  here  fix  our  laft  retreat; 
Where  the  world  clofes  on  our  wandering  feet. 

.  No  one  feems  to  have  fell  more  fenfibly,  or 
to  have  defcribed  more  forcibly,  the  miferies 
of  an  idle  and  undeiigtiated  life-  than  M.  Reg- 
nard.  In  fome  port  in  which  he  was  becalmed, 
he  thus  exprefles  his  fenfations  on  the  fubjeft : 
— ^^  The  whole  time  in  which  we  were  be- 
•^  calmed/*  fays  he,  **  was  not  entirely  loft  to 
**  me.  Every  day  I  went  to  the  top  of,  fome 
"  high  and  pointed  rock,  from  which  the  view 
**  of  the  fea,  and  of  the  precipices  that  fur- 
**  rounded  it,  ccMicfponded  perfedly  well  with 
"  my  meditations.  In  thefe  converfations  with 
"  myfelf,  I  laid  open  my  own  felf  to  myfelf. 
*•  I  endeavoured  to  difcovcr,  in  the  very  inmoft 
'**  rcceflcs  of  my  heart,  the  fentiments  that  had 
**  been  before  concealed  from  me  j  and  I  faw 
"  them  as  they  were  in  reality,  and  without 
*•  difguife.  I  threw  my  eyes  back  upon  the 
**  a^tations  of  my  paft  life,  where  I  faw  defigns 
**  without  execution,  and  enterprizes  without 
*•  fuccefs.  I  confidered  my  prefent  ftnte  of 
**  life,  my  continual  change  of  place,  my  con- 
*^  ftant  though  ufelefs  travels,  and  the  continual 

**  emotions 
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^^  emotions  with  which  I  was  harafTed.  I 
•*  recognized  my  felf  but  too  well  under  every  one 
"  of  thefe  fituations,  into  which  mere  caprice, 
"  mere  ficklcnefs  had  direded  me,  without 
*^  1>eing  able  to  allow  even  my  vanity  and  felf- 
^  love  to  tell  me  any  thing  in  my  favour.  I 
**  then  began  to  make  a  juft  eftimate  of  what 
**  1  had  been  doing ;  I  became  but  too  fenfible 
"  how  contrary  all  that  I  had  ever  done  was 
♦*  to  the  proper  bufinefs  of  life,  which  confifts 
**  in  quiet  and  in  tranquillity ;  and  that  that 
*•  happy  ftate  of  mind  is  only  to  be  found  in 
"  fomc  agreeable  profeffion  or  bufineis,  which 
**  arrdb  the  human  mind  in  the  fame  manner 
**  as  an  anchor  flops  a  veflel  in  the  midft  of  a 
''  ftorm. 

"  There  is  perhaps,**  adds  M.  R^;nard, 
"  nothing  more  difficult  in  human  life  than 
"  the  choice  of  a  profeffion.  Hence  it  hap-. 
'*  pens,  that  there  are  fo  many  perfons  who 
**  live  without  any  profeffion,  and  who  exift 
**  in  a  perpetual  and  difgraceful  indolence,  not 
**  (pending  their  time  in  the  way  in  which  they 
•*  would  wifti  to  (pend  it,  but  as  they  liave  been 
**  accuflomed  to  fpend  it,  whether  from  their 
**  apprehenfion  of  difficulty,  from  their  love 
"  of  idlenefs,  or  their  diflike  to  labour.  The 
**  life  of  thefe  miferable  perfons  is  a  ftate  of 
f^  perpetual  agitation }  and  if,  at  an  advanced 
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•*  period  of  life,  th^y  feemed  to  be  fired  to  aity 
**^  thing,  it  is  not  the  xHflike  to  motion,  but  their 
"  inability  to  move^  that  is*  the  caufe.of  it* 
".Thefe  j^ei^ans  aie  continually  accufing  For* 
**  tune  of  avlig  treated  .them  ill:  they.- are 
•*  continually  complaining  of  the  hadnda  of 
**  the  tiojcs,  and  the  wickednefe  of  the  age. 
**  Theycare  continually  flying  feom  orie  jdace 
*'  ta  another,,  and  are  never  plcafed  with  any.  • 
•'  In  winter  they  arc  too  cold,  in  fummer  they 
**  are  too  hot.  If  they  make  a  voyage  by  fea, 
*^  they  are  foon  tired  of  the  inconveniences 
**  of  bemg  oh  fhip-board ;  if  they  .travel  by 
^'  land,  they  are  incommoded  by  dull,  by  bad 
"  horfes,  by  bad  inns*  If  they  go  to  aiiy 
*'  place,  they  are  foon  tired  of  it,  and  ga  to 
"  fome  other  place.  Thus  flying  ever  from 
**  themfelves,  they  always  carry  witb  tHem 
^'  their  own  inconfl:ancy  of  mind,  yet  appear 
**  to  forget  that  the  caufe  of  their  wretehednefs 
*'  is  within  themfelves,  iind  do  not  remember 
<*  what  Horace  has  long  ago  told  them, 

»  ■  ■     ^P atria  ^ids  exul  ^ 

Se  quoquejugit  ? 

thus  exquifitely  tranilated  by  Mr.  Hafling^y    ' 

Wh4t  vagrant  from  his  native  land 
E'er  left  himfelf  behind? 
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One  of  the  moft  ftriking  piftures  that  was 
tveir  made  of  the  wretchednefs  and  mifery  of 
an  idle  and  unappropriated  life  is  to  be  met  with 
in  Lord  Clarendon's  Dialogue  on  the  Want  of 
iR^efpedl  due  to  Old  Age,  in  the  volume  of  his 
^Trads,  where  he  gives  the  following  melancholy 
account  of  one  of  his  country  neighbours  t 

"  When  I  vilited   this  Gentleman  in  the 
^*  morning  I  always  found  him  in  his  bed,  and 
**  when  I  came  in  the  afternoon  he  was  afleep>, 
•*  and  to  moft  men  befides  myfelf  was  denied, 
^'  but  was  very  willing  to  be  called  when  I 
^'  came,  and  always  received  me  with  cheerful- 
^'  nefs.     Once  walking  with  him,  I  doubted 
"^^  he  was   melancholy,    and    by  fpending  his 
^^  time  fo  much  in  his  bed,  and  fo  much  alone, 
**''  that  there   was   fomething  which  troubled 
**  him,  otherwife  that  it  could  not  be  that  a 
*^  man  upon  whom  Cod  had  poured  down  fo 
*'  many  bleflings,  in  the  comfort  of  fo  excellent 
"**  a  wife,  who  had  brought  him  fo.  many  hope- 
*^  fill  children,    and  in  the    pofleffion  of  fo 
*'  ample  an  eftate,  ftxould  appear  in  the  courfe 
**  of  his  life,  and  in  the  fpending  of  his  time, 
*^  to  be  fo  little  contented  as  he  appeared  to 
*^  be.     To  which,  with  a  countenance  a  little 
^^  more  ereft  and  cheerful,  he  anfwefed,  that 
^*  he  thought  himfelf  the  moft  happy  man 

vot^  IV*  T  **  alive 
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"  alive  in  a  wife,  who  was  all  the  comfort  he 
"  could  have  in  this  world  ;  that  he  was  at  fo 
"  much  eafe  in  his  fortune,  that  he  could  not 
"  wifh  it  greater.  But  he  faid,  he  would  deal 
"  freely  with  me,  and  tell  me,  if  he  were  me- 
**  lancholy'  (which  he  fufpefted  himfetf  of)^ 
"  what  was  the  true  caufe  of  it:  that  he  h^ 
"  fomewhat  he  knew  not  what  to  do  with ;  his 
•  "  time  he  knew  not  how  to  fpend,  which  was 
"  the  reafon  he  loved  his  feed  fo  much,  and 
"  flept  at  other  times,  which,  he  faid,  he  found 
"  did  already  do  him  no  good  in  his  health. 
^  I  told  him,  that  I  had  obferved  in  his  clofet 
"  many  books  finely  bound,  which  I  prefumed 
**  he  might  find  good  divertifement  in  reading. 
*^  To  which  he  replied,  that  they  were  all 
^'  French  romances,  which  he  had  read  enough, 
"  aqd^  never  found  himfelf  the  better,  for  want 
"of  iome  kind  of  learning,  which  was  necef- 
"  fary  to  make  thofe  obfervations  which  mighl 
"  arife  even  from  thefe  books  ufeful ;  and  he 
"  confeffed  that  he  could  noV  read  any  book 
"  for  half  an  hour  together  without  lleeping. 
"  All  which,  he  faid  with  a  deep  figh,  was  to 
^^  be  irnputed  to  the  ill-education  he  liad  had, 
"  which  made  him  fpjend  that  time  in  which 
/'  he  ought  to  hax£  laici  up  a  ftock  of  know- 
.  "  lecJge,  which  would  have  made  his  age  de- 
.  [^  ie^able  to  him,  jn  dancing  and  fuch  6ther 

"      ^  trifles. 
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-^  trifles,  tte.fluU  and  perfe&ion  Wlit'wm  men 
**  grow  weary  of  as  fooi^s  they  are  grovm  per- 
"  k&,  men,  And  yet  when  it  is  too  late  to 
•^  .ciiltimte  their  lainds  with  nobler  ftujdios^ 
**  wlach  they  ace  unapt  then  to  ent?er  upon, 
**  becauie  they  fee  what  progrefs  much  younget 
**  men  haw  made  in  thofe  ftudies  before  tliey 
**  -b^in,  ;and  fo  chufe  rather  to  flatter  theia- 
^  felves  ia  their  ignorance/'  In  the  courfe  of 
the  j^arrat ion,. it  appears  that  the  father  ^.this 
unhappy:  man  Jbad,  from  ia  foolifti  noti^^n  that 
his  fon  mi^t  learn  fome  vices  at  the  Englifli 
Univerlities,  fcnt  him  to  one  of  the  French 
Academies,  where,  as  himfelf  told  Lord  Glaren- 
tion,  "  Truft  me,  neighbour,"  faid  he,  "  all 
"*'  that  is  learned  in  thefe  Acaden^ies  is  ridings' 
"**  fencing,  a.nd  dancii^,  befides  fooie  wicked^ 
*^  nefles  they  do  not  profefs  to  teach^  and  yet 
**  are  too  eafily  learnt^  and  with  difEcultjr 
**  .avoided,  fuch  as. I  hope  our  Univerfities  are 
^  not  infeded  with.  It  is  true,"  added  he> 
**  they  have  men  there  who  taach  Arithmetic^ 
**  which  they  call  philofophy  5  and  the  art  of 
**  fbrtification,  whith  thjey  call  mathematics  5— 
but  what  learning  they  have  ihere  I  might 
eafily  imagine,  when  he  affured  me,  that  in 
**  three  ye^s  which  he  fpent  in  the  Academy, 
**  ihe  jnevo:  faw  a  JLatin  book,  nor  any  Mafter 
"5^  that  taught  my  thing  thejC|.ii^4i^  would  not 
t  ^  !!  hjive 


-«c 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^3^4  '     REONARD. 

-  **  have  taken  it  very  ill  to  have  been  fufpeft-* 

"  ed  to  fpeak  or  un^erftand  Latin.   Oh,  neigh- 

"  bour,"  continued  he,  "  I  do  promife  you,. 

^^  that  none  of  my  children  (hall  have  that 

"  breeding,  left  when  they  come  to  my  age, 

"  they  know  not  better  to  fpend  their  time 

"  than  I  do."  i  Lord  Clarendon  adds,  "  that 

**  this  unhappy  Gentleman's  melancholy  daily 

"  increafed  with  the  agony  of  his  thoughts, 

*'  till  ht  cpntrafted  thofe  difeafes  which  car- 

"  ried  him  off  at  the  age  of  thirty-fix  years." 


SENEGAL 

5 

This  celebrated  French  Epigrammatift  was 
valet-de-chambre  to  Maria  Therefa,  the  Queen 
of  Louis  XIV.  In  early  life  he  had  been  long 
wavering  with  refpeft  to  the  choice  of  the  pro- 
feflion  he  was  to  follow;  he  however,  at  laft, 
'  very  dutifully,  and  very  wifely,  deferred  to  the 
opinion  of  his  Father  *,  who  chofe  for  him  the 
*,  pro- 

•  On  the  fub]e<9:  of  the  choice  of  a  profcffion,  Dr.  John- 
fon,  \^ith  his  ufual  fagacity  of  remark,  fays,  **  I  have  ever 
' "  thought  thofe  happy  that  have  been  fixed  from  the  ftrft 
'•"  dawn  of  thought  to  fome  ifate  of  life,  by  the  choice  of 
'**  one  whofe  authority  may  preclude  caprice,  and  whole 
.*f  influence  iji^y  prejudice  them  in  ftvour  of  hi*  opinion. 
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profeffion  of  the  Law.  Whilft  he  remained  in 
his  ftate  of  uncertainty  he  wrote  the  following 
lines;  to  which,  froni  the  peculiar  neatnefs  and 
felicity  of  expreffion  contained  in  them,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  do  juftice  in  a  tranf- 
lation, 

l'irresolu. 

Pend({nt  que  Luc  delibere 
Sur  ce  qu'ildoit  devenirj 
Bt  s*ileji  bon  defefaire^ 
*  Homme  (Pegltfe  ou  d^affaire^ 

Avocat  ou  moufquetairey 
Plus  vite  qu^unfouvenWy 
Le  temps  a  V  aile  legere 
Part^pour  ne  plusrevenirj 
Ses  beaux  jours  vont  s'embrumrj 
£t  la  vieillejfe  s*avance.  .   . 


^^  The  general  precept  of  confultmg  the  genius  is  of  little 
**  ufe,  unlefs  we  can  tell  how  that  genius  is  to  be  known. 
*^  If  it  is  only  to  be  difcovered  by  experiment,  life  will  be 
"  loft  before  the  refolution  can  be  fixed.  If  any  other  in- 
**  dications  are  to  be  found,  they  may,  perhaps,  be  eafily 
*'  difcerned.  At  leaft,  if  to  mifcarry  in  an  attempt  be  a 
"proof  of  haying  miftakcn  the  direction  of  the  genius,' 
"  men  appear  not  lefs  frequently  miftaken  with  regard  to 
*'  themftjve^  than  to  others;  and  therefore  no  one  has 
"  much  reafon  to  complain,  that  his  life  was  planned  out 
♦'  by  his  friends,  or  to  be  confident  that  he  fliould  have 
"  had  either  more  honour  or  more  happinefs,  by  being. 
♦*  abandoned  to  the  choice  of  his  own  fancy." 

Y  j<  Auparavant 
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Attparofiktrtt  qifilxommnufi^ 
Jiferoit  temf$  d$  finir. 
Flottant  dans  I* incertitude^ 
Luc  re/fe  infenjiblementy 
Inutile  egalement 
Pour  la  guerreypour  VHudiy 
Le  monde  ^  lafoUtude. 
^ant  a  moiy  je  prevois  hien 
^e  cher chant  trop  afe  cj^nnoitre^ 
Ce  qu'il  peuP  ce  qu^il  veut  itre^ 
'  Enfin  Luc  nefita  rien^ 

Senegal  ufed  to  call  cheerfulnefs  of  temper 
^*  la  beoMme  de  la  vie''  He  wrote  fome  Me- 
moirs of  Cardinal  de  Retz,  which  are  now  pro« 
cured  with  difficulty,  and  which  differ  ia 
fome  refpeds  from  thofe  publifhedi  by.his^ 
Eminence^ 


LAINEZ 

was  in  excellent  Scholar  and  an  eil^ant  Poet^ 
He  divided  his  time  between  th^  pleafures  of 
the  table  and  his  ftudies,  Some  One  having 
exprefled  his  furprize  at  feeing  hinci  in  the 
King!s  Library  at  Paris  early  one  morningi, 
iftep  he  had  fpent  the  preceding;  night  jovi^y^ 
6  with, 
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with  him,  he  replied,  in  imitation  of  two  well-. 
kOQWn  lines  of  Martial. 

Regnai  noSle  fialixj  vohuntur  biblia  maue. , 
Cum  Phcebo  Bacchus  dividit  imperium* 

All  night  I  drink,  and  ftudy  hard  all  day, 
Bacchus  widi  Phoebus  holds  divided  fway. 

He  faid  of  thofe  elegant  little  French  vo- 
lumes called  the  "  Ana^y*  that  they  were  the 
khnc  manger  of  Literature, 


RACINE. 

Voltaire  ufed  to  fay,  that  nothing  could 
be  fo  eafy  as  to  make  a  commentary  upon  the 
writings  of  this  elegant  writer,  for  that  the  au- 
thor would  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  put 
under  every  paflage,  "  fine,  admirable,  excel- 
*•  lent,  charming,  &c/'  The  French  fcholars 
univerfally  prefer  his  verfes  to  thofe  of  any 
poet  in  their  unmufical  language.  Racine  was 
by  no  means  a  man  of  good  temper,  and  was 
extremely  rough  and  impetuous  in  converfa- 

*  A  fcledion  has  been  lately  made  from  thefe  little 
volumes  by  a  Fcliow  of  New  College,  Oxford,  whofe  taflc 
in  making  it  fhews  him  to  be  the  worthy  eleve  of  Dr.  Jofeph 
Warton.  Sec  <*  Seleftions  from  the  French  Anas,  a  vols. 
^  i^mo.'^ 

Y  4  tion. 
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tion.  He  had  once  a  long  and  violent  dif^ 
pute  with  his  friend  Boileauj — when  it  was 
over,  Boileau,  with  ^xtzXfang.froid^  faid  tQ-himj^ 
^*  Had  you  any  real  intention  juft  now  of  mak-^ 
**  ii^  me  uneafy  ?" — *'  God  forbid,  my  ggod  old 
«  friend,,"  replied  Racine.— "  Well  then/'  faid 
Boileau,  "  you»  have  done  what  you  did  not 
"  intend  to  do,  for  indeed  you  have  made  mc 
"  uneafy.'* 

Yet  Racine  had  fo  great 'an  attachment  to 
Boileau,  that  when  the  fatyrift  vifited  him  on 
his  death-bed,  he  faid,  thrpwiing  his  arms  around 
him,  "  I  look  upon  it  as  a  great  happinefs  thajt 
'<  I  die  before  you." 

Racine  read  extremely  well,  Louis  th^ 
Fourteenth  fent  to  him  one  day  when  he  was 
indifpofed,  to  read  fomething  to  him^  RacinQ 
propofed  the  celebrated  Tranflation  of  Plu-*- 
tarch's  Ljves  by  Aihyot.  ^  The  language  is 
*^  antiquated,"  faid  the  King.-^'^  Well,  then,  ■ 
**  Sir/'  replied  Racine,  "  I  can  corred  that 
**  d§fe6t ;  I  will  put  him  into  rnodern  French.'* 
This  Racine  did,  and  pleafed  his  Sovereign  e?;-» 
tremely, 

Racine>  fooji  after  liis  appointment  to  the 
place  of  Hifloriographer  (o  l^ouis  the  Four-* 
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tfeentb,  requefted  an  audience — ^**Sire,"  faid  he, 
•^  an  Hiflorian  ought  not  to  flatter;  he  is  bound 
^^  to  reprefent  his  hero  exaftly  as  he  is.  He 
^^  ought  indeed  to  pafs  over  nothing.  In  what 
*^  way  does  your  Majefly  choofq  that  I  fhoulcl 
"  fpeak  of  your  gallantries?" — "  Pafs  them 
*^  over,"  replied  the  King,  coolly.  "  But,  alas ! 
"  Sire,"  replied  Racine,  with  great  manlinefi, 
"  what  I  omit,  the  reader  will  fupply;"  Louis 
replied,  "Pafs  them  over,  I, tell  you.*' — Racine 
^dded,  "  As  there  are  many  incredible  things, 
*  Sire,  in  the  life  of  your  Majefty,  the  fincerity 

with  which  I  fliould  avow  the  weaknefTes  of 

my  Hero  to  my  reader,  will  perfuade  him 
^  that  I  regard  ^the- truth,  .and  this  regard  to 

truth  will,  in  his  mind,  be  a  paflport  for  my. 

hiftpry."  ,  Louis  replied,  "  I  am  not  yet  dc-? . 

cided  in  my  opinion  what  yoii  ought  to  do: 

All  that  I  can  tell  you  at  prefent  is,  to  paf^ 

over  my  intrigues/' 

Racine  ufed  to  fay  of  Lucan,  that  he  waa 
Virgil  drunk,  "  Firgik  ivre''  There  are  ftill, 
however,  much  fire  andipirit  in  his  inebriety-^ 
particular  paflages  are  exquifite.  CorneiUe  pre-? 
ferred  Lucan  to  Virgil. 

Racine^  wTote  fcveral  notes  on  the  margin  of 
\i\s  editions  of  th^  Greek  Pramatic   Poets,' 
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They  ajre  prefcrvid  in  the  Kifig*^  Library  alt 
Paris* 


CHARPENTIER. 


The  Ckcarpentimana  fecms  to  have  very  goo4 
Teafons  for  fiippofingthe  author  of  that  formerly 
much  read  book  "  'The  Turkijh  Spy^'  to  havQ 
been  an  Italiaa  of  the  name  of  Maranai.  who  rc^ 
lided  at  Paris,- 


FATHER^  BOUSSIERES, 


'# 


/ 


One  of  the  moft  Angular  dedications,  per* 
haps,  in  the  worid,  is  that  of  this  learned  Monk^s 
♦•  Parterre  Hiftorique''  to  the  Virgiq  Maiy, 
whom  he  thus  addreifes ; 

**   MATR?    P5I    llEGINiE   MUNDI,*' 

^  To  the  Mother  of  God  and  the  Qyeen  of  > 
^^  the  World, 

•*^  After  fiich  auguft  titles,  O  great  Queen^ 
^^  I  am  al?noft  afliamed  to  offer  to  you  fuch  a 
•'*  trifle  as  this  book  is;  but  I  have  fp  flxong  a 
^*  defire  to  let  mankind  know  that  I  owe  you 
^  every  things  that  I  am  tempted  to  do  it,^ 
•  without  paying  that  lefpeft  which  I  ought 

*'  t^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


FATHBR    JJOrsSfERES.  331- 

^^-  to  do  to  your  greatnefs ;  though  Indeed,  tor 
<^fpeak  truly,  I  diminifh  not  a  tittle  of  your 
*^  greatnefs,  when  I  have  recourfe  to  your 
"  kiiulnefs.  Pernut  me  then,  O  great  .Queen, 
^*  ^ain  to  renew  the  offering  which  I  make  tof 
"you  in  canfecrating  to  you  the  firft-fruits  of 
•'•  my  ftudies,  hoping  that  this  work  of  mine 
^*  (however  inconfidemble  in  itfelf)  will  be  in' 
"*  fome  degree  efteefned  by  the  worid  on  ac* 
"  count  <rf  your  adorable  name,  which  it  bearj 
^«  infcribed  oft  the  firft  page  of  it,  and  that  the* 
"  Author  chofe  ea^prefsly  to  procure  for  it  fafcty 
*^  and  proteAion/' 


<r 


SEQMIS, 

the  Author  of  the  celebrated  Romance  of 
"  Zaide,"  wlio  li^^  in  the  reign  of  Louis  the 
Thirteenth  of  Fmnce,  and  ia  the  early  part  of 
thflU:  of  l/)uis  the  Fourteenth,  fays,  "  I  find 
f*  myfelf  much  more  happy  in  Fralnce  iv^der  its 
**  prefent  Government,  than  a  Dutchman  is 
**  with  ^11  hi3  pretended  liberty,  He  pays  fo 
••  many  taxes,  that  f^ppofing  he  had.  fix  thou-^ 
^  fand^  li?res  a-year,  lie  nwft  pay  two  thou&nd' 
<*  out  of  them ;  whilft  I,  by  paying  fometimear 
l^  fgr  ^hexegifter  pf  my  qoat  of  arms,  and  occa- 

^  fionally' 
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**  fio'nally  fome  other  fmall  fum  for  the  necef. 
**  fities.of  the  State,  live  in  peace  and  fecurity, 
•*  A  Dutchman  has  no  idea  how  any  man  can 
«<  bear  a  Government  fo  defpotic  as  that  of 
^  Fiance.  But  with  us,  at  prefent,  individuals 
•*  are  more  ha^^y  th^wi  they  were  bafore,  when 
*^  the  leaft  bit  of  a  Gentleman  wguld  play  the 
•*i  petty:  tyrant  upon  his  eftate.  In  our  whole 
^^  JRroviuce  of  Normandy  we  had  only  two  or 
*^  thrbe  Noblemen  who  behaved  th^n^f^lves 
•*■  Hkc  brave  and  hofi^  Gefttlenien,  ,  The  reft 
^  of.  them>  who  ufed.  to  tyrannize  over  their 
^  Farmers,  and  beat  them,  are.  all  gone:  to  th^ 
♦^..Pfcvilv  W^  it  not  a.fhamefuVand  a  fcan-, 
**  dalous  thing,  that  a  miferable  Counfellor  of 
♦*  Parliament ,  had"^  it  in  his  power  to  mak^ 
♦*  every-body  with^pi  twelv?  mil^  afraid  of 
HhimP* 

^*  Cardinal  de«Retz,"::rays  Segrais,  "told  a^ 
^  a  truth  fomething  of  which  I  knew  pofitively 
*1  the  contrary. ,  To  avoid  .mentioning  that  his 
*♦  Eminence  had  told  a  lie,  I  obferved  to  him, 
*^.  that  he  ought  to.  do  as  the  late. Madame  de^ 
^  Montpenfier  did,  who  ufed  to -fay,  that  (he 
•^. never  told  an  untruth,  but  that  fhe  made  ufe 
^  of  her  imagination  to  fvpply  the  defe^  of 
tf  Ji?r  mcniory.'* 
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**  When  I  was  young,"  fays  Segrais  in  hii 
Memoirs,  "  I  was  fond  of  making  verfes,  and 
*^  of  reading  them  indifferently  to  all  forts  of 
"  perfons.  But  I  perceived,  that  yhen'  M. 
"  Scarron,  who  was  however  my  intimate  friend, 
"  took  out  hi?  portefeuille,  and  read  me  fomQ 
^  of  his  verfes,  he  bored  me  exceffively,  al- 
•*  though  his  verfes  were  very  good.  I  then 
'  *^  began  to  refleft,  that  as  my  verfes  were  not 
*^  near  fo  good  as  his,  I  muft  in  a  greater  degree 
^*  bore  my  friends  (who  moft  probably  did  not 
*^  like  poetry  as  well  as  I  did) ;  and  I  then  laid 
*'  myfelf  down  a  refolution,  never  to  read  my 
*^  verfes  except  to  thofe  who  aiked  me,  and 
**  even  then  to  take  care  that  I  did  not  give 
"  them  too  many  of  them." 

Segrais,  fpeaking  of  the  difturbances  at  Paris  ' 
in  his  time  called  La  Fronde,  fays,  "  The  party 
"  that  oppofed  the  Court  had  no  real  reafon 
**  for-  doing  fo.     It  was  to  them  an  agreciable 

<  ^  amufement,  in  which  there  was  a  good  deal 
**  of  laughing,  and  in  which  every  thing  was 

'  *^  made  fun  of  in  doggerel  verfes."  Would 
to  Heaven  that  the  late  Frondeurs  in  that 
Country  had  been  as  harmlefs  and  as  plea- 

'  iknt ! 
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I'his  great Miifician  wias  oae  d^y  i^prdached 
•toith  fetting  nothing  to  mufic  but  the  langmd 
Varies  of  Quinault*  He  fan  immediately  to 
his  harpfichoid,  and  after  having  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes run  over  the  keys  in  a  moft  violent  man«^ 
fter,  and  with  great  ^olence  of  gefture,%faflg 
from  Racine's  tragedy  of  "  Iphigenie'Vthe  fol* 
towing  tenific  lines: 

Un  PrUre  environni  Jfune  fiuk  cruelU 
Porter  a  fur  ma  filUy  une  main  crimintlk 
Dechirerajonfeiny  et  ^un  tsil  curieux 
^JOamfin-cixttr  palpitant  cmfiditra  Us  Dieu9f^ 

What)  fhall  a  Pr ie{):  with  facred  fury  i^ld 
Extend  his  rutblefs  hands  upon  my  child  ! 
And  whHft  with  ftupid  cruelty  profound 
The  lovely  vidkn  the  y He  herd  furroond, 
Pierce  her  foft  boibmy  and  wkh  curious  eye 
The  future  in  her  quivering  heart  defcry  ? 

LuUi,  thinking  himfeif  dying,  fent  h(t  hl% 
Confeflbr,  who  would  not  give  him  abfoiation 
tmlefs  he  burnt  the  laft  Opera  he  h^  ojmppfed^ 
and  which  was  in  manufcript*  Lulli  difputed 
-  for  fome  time,  but  all  in  \siih ;  at  laft  he  thrdW 
it  into  the  fire  before  the  Prieft's  face,  .atid 
received  abfolution.  On  his  getting  better,  the 
'  Prince  of  Condc  same  to  fee  him>  and  told  him 

what 
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Wliat  a  fimpleton  he  had  beea  to  dcftroy  one  of 
his  fineft  compofitions.  ^*  f)o  not  condemn 
*'  me,  Sir,  unheand,'*  replied  the  Mufician  to 
the  Prince,  *^  I  knew  very  well  what  I  was 

^^  about :  I  have  another  copy,'*  Lulli  died  it 
laft  of  a  wound  which  he  had  given  himfclf  in 

"  his  foot,  by  beating  time  with  too  much  vio* 
lence  with  his  cane.  Agitated  by  the  extremeft 
remorfe  for  the  free  life  which  he  had  led,  he 
ordered  himfelf  to  be  placed  upon  afhes,  and 
a  rope  to  be  put  about  his  neck,  and  with  tears 
in  his  eyes  expired,  chanting  from  the  *^  Pro/a 
Ecclefiajlka''  of  the  Romifli  Church,  "  Oh 
^  wretched  finner,  you  muft^die!'* 

When  Cardinal  d^'Eftrees  was  at  Rome,  he 
praifed  Corelli's  Sonatas  very  much  before  that 
exquifite  Author.  "  Sir,"  replied  Corelli,  ^^M 
*^  they  have  any  merit,  it  is  becaufe  I  have  ftii- 
^*  died  Lulli."  Handel  himfelf  has  imitated 
JLulli  in  many  of  his  Overtures. 


M.  ARNAULD  D'ANDILLY. 

This  learned  and  pious  head  of  the  illuftri- 
ous  family  that  bears  his  name,  was  intended 
by  Apne  of  Auftria  for  a  very  confidcrable  em- 
ployment 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


$3^  ^-   ARNAlTLn    D*ANI>ILLY* 

ployment  at  her  Cburt,  which  he  refufed,  and 
retired  to  the  celebrated  feminary  of  learning 
and  of  piety  near  Paris,  fo  well  known  by  the 
name  of  Port  Royal  des  Champs.  As  by  the 
rules  of  that  venerable  Society  every  member 
of  it  was  obliged  to  have  fome  manual  employ- 
ment, Arnauld  purfued  that  of  gardening.  .  He 
fent  every  year  a  prefent  of  fruits  which  he  had 
cultivated  himfelf  to  Anne  of  Auftria :  Cardi- 
nal Mazarin  ufed  to  call  them  "  les  fruits  be^ 
mts^  He  died  at  Port  Royal  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  He  is  thus  defcribed  by  a 
perfon  who  knew  him  at  the  latter  part  of  his 
life: 

**  His  fparkling  eyes,  his  firm  and  quick 
**  flep,  his  voice  of  thunder,  his  body  upright 
•  and  vigorous,  his  gray,  hairs  that  fo  well  con- 
•*  trailed  with  the  ruddinefs  of  his  cheeks,  his 
"  grace  in  mounting  and  in  fitting  his  horfe, 
**  his  flirength  of  memory,  the  readinefs  of  his 
*'  wit,  the  force  of  his  hand  both  to  hold  his 
**  pen  and  to  prune  his  trees,  infure  him  a  kind 
**  of  immortality  amongft  the  Society  to  which 
"  he  belongs.'^ 

M.  Arnauld  tranflated  the  Hiflory  of  the 
Jews  from  the  Greek  of  Jofephus;  the  Lives 
«>f  the  Saints  and  Fathers  of  the  Defert,  com- 
piled 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


'    M.   ARNAUtD   d'aNDILLT.  337 

piled  from  the  Fathers  of  the  Church  j  fome 
books  upoft  Gardening,  and  fomc  facred  Poems,  ^ 
which  he  calls  ^^  (Ettvres  Ckr^tiennes.^^  Thefe  . 
Poems  were  lately  prefented  to  a  La^y^  betweea 
whom  and  this  virtuous  Nobleman  a  parallel 
might  be  very  fairly  drawn^  Tti?  following 
liaes  accompanied  them : 

Wh^t!  ^^  CEuvm  Chretifnms*'  toB    ■■■     ,>fendf 
What,  tci^cl]i  cv'n  pious  excdlence  to  mend  ? 
No;  but  to  fhew  her  how  in  Arnauld's  lines 
Her  iaint-like  life  in  bit  refleded  fhines*  S* 

^*  NJ.  Arnauld  D'Andiily  is  a  man,**  fays 
Balzac,  "who,  poffeffing  the  moral  as  well  as  the 
^*  Chriftian  virtues,  wj^nfeither  vain  of  the  firft, 
^*  nor  alhamed  of  the  laft,^* 

It  was  one  day  obferved  to  M.  Arnauld,  how 
wonderful  it  was  that  his  brother's  book,  the. 
(:elebrated  "  Livre  de  la  Frequente  Commum'on,** 
though  written  by  a  young  man  who  had  juft 
nnilhed  his  ftudies,  and  who  had  not  lived  in 
the  great  world,  (hould  have  been  written  with 
Ibch  elegance  and  politenefs.  He  replied,  **  that 
"  there  was  no  ground  for  aftonifliment,  for 
*^  thfit  his  brother  mcfely  Ipoke  the  languaftc 
«  ofhls  famUy/* 

M,  D* Arnauld  went  to  Verfailles  to  return 

l^uis  XIV.  his  thanks  fpr  appointing  his  foa 

YRi'-xv,  z  M.dc 


Digitized 


by  Google 


J38  M.    ARNA#LD    D*AKDILLT. 

M.  de  Bomponne  Secretary  of  State.  Louis 
very  obligingly  told  him,  "  that  he  was  well 
**  rewarded  for  what  he  had  done  for  M.  de 
**  JPomponne,  by  the  applaufes  that  were  uni- 
**  v^rfeUy  givai  to  the  choice  he  had  made  of 
•♦  him  for  that  employment  i'*  and  after  hav- 
ing paid  M*  Arnauld  fomp  compliments  upon 
his  virtues  and  his  learning,  he  faid  to  him  with 
a  fmile,  "  Yet,  Sir,  I  cannot  help  thinking  but 
"  that  you  have  a  fm  upon  your  coufcience  c^ 
"  which  you  have  not  repented." 

^  Your  Majefty,*'  replied  M,  Arnauld,  *'  will^ 
^  1  hope,  tell  me  what  it  is,  that  I  may  attempt 
^*  to  diveft  myfelf  of  it,  either  by  corredling  it 
"  or  by  doing  penance  for  it/'— ^*  That^  Sir,*^ 
added  the  polite  Monarch,  "  is  to,  have  told 
"  the  world  in  your  fine  Preface  to  Jofephus, 
*^  that  you  tranflated  that  author  at  the  age  of 
•*  dighty.  For  furely  you  muft  be  a  little  proud 
^*  to  fee  yourfelf  at  that  age  flill  capable  of  prOr 
**  duciijg  a  work  fo  excellent  and  fo  highly 
.  «  cfteemed;* 

M.  Arnauld  wrote  like^ife  the  Memoirs  of 
his  own  Life,  which  are  excpllcnt. 
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ARNAULD^  BISHOP  OF  ANGEJRS. 

It  feems  as  if  all  who  bore  this  illuftiio^s 
name  were  defigned  to  be  eminent  for  fome 
excellent  quality; or  other;  for  leaming,  fojr 
bravery,  for  virtue^  or  for  piety.  The  9i(hop 
of  Angers,  as  his  Nephew  tells  us  in  his  Me^ioiri, 
was  never  once  out  of  his  diocefe*  after  the  car^ 
of  it  was  committed  to  his  charge.  His  deli*- 
cacy  about  his  epifcopal  duties  was  fo  great/ that 
being  pne  day  at  Saumur  within  hts  diocefe, 
where  Loj;iis  the  Fourteenth  was  with  his  Court, 
^nd  as  he  was  walking  with  fome  other  JBifliops, 
hearing  a  foldier  fay»  "  What,  fhall  we  n^ver  fee 
^^  any  thing  but  Biftiops  here?"  he  felt  himfelf 
much  mortified,  as  if  it  could  poffibly  hayf 
regarded  himfelf.  The  Biftiop  was  fo  unnecef- 
ferily  fcrupulous,  that  pafling  a  river  in  a  beat^ 
where  one  of  the  boatmen  fell  into  the  wat^ 
through  drunkennefs,  and  )yas  drowned,  after 
having  fent  fome  money  to  the  widow,  he  oft^ij 
m^idc  a  pilgrimage  on  foot  to  an  hermitage  at 
fome  diftance  from  his  place  of  reiidencc  tQ 
pray  for  the  foul  of  the  bo^atman^ 

^  This  may  bd  i^ay  commendable  in  a  Catholic 
BUhop.  In  England,.  #ur  Prelates  being  Peers  as  well  9$ 
Biihops,  their  attendance  in  Far^amen^  becojpes  ^  part  of 
Jl^^duty. 
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ABBE  ARNAULD 

was  the  fon  of  M.  Arna^uW  P*AndiUy,  ^d 
wrote  fomc  very  entertaining  Memoirs  of  hh 
Life.  **  My  mother,"  fays  he,  in  one  part 
of  them,  "  was  brought  up  in  England,  whilft 
•*  her  father,  M*  de  la  Boderie,  was  Ambaf- 
**  fador  from  the  Court  of  France  to  James 
•*  the  Firft.  She  ^xasi  crft?n  told  nae,  that  at 
"  one  of  the  cpmbats  between  bull-dogs  and 
•*  lions,  in  London  (a  fight  very  cornmon  at 
•*  that  time  in  England)  at  which  the  King 
^*  and  his  Court  were  prefent,  one  of  the  Maids 
**  of  Honour  to  the  Queen  was  attended  by 
**  a  young  qian  of  f^fhion  who  was  much 
*•  attached  to  h^r,  and  to  whom  fhe  (hewed 
•*  ve?y  littl^  kindnefs.  The  Lady,  either  to 
**  prpve  th^  ftrength  of  his  paflion,  or  perhaps, 
^*  as  the  Abbe  fays,  to  get  rid  of  him,  dropped 
**  one  of  her  gloves  upon  the  ftage,  and  turning 
•♦  to  the  Gentleii^an,  afFefted  to  app^r  ex- 
*•  tremely  concerned  at  h?r  lofs*  He  well 
^  knew  what  this  meant,  and  coming  down 
**  very  coolly  from  his  feat^  walked  upon  the 
**  fta^  with  his  fword  drawn,  and  his  lefjt  arm 
•^  wrapped  up  in  his  cloak;  He  then  picked 
•*  up  the  ^love,  which  had  expofed  him  to 
^  fuch  imminent  danger,    Py  good  Juck  the 

*«  lioa 
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^  Ikm  was  tbp  much  engaged  on  the  oppofite 
*^  fide  of  the  ftage  with  the  bull^lo^  to  tak« 
**  notice  of  him.  He  next  retired  to  his  feat 
•*  with  the  fame  coolnefs  with  which  he  had 
**  quitted  it,  when  turning  to  the  Lady,  and 
"  giving  her  a  very  gentle  tzp^  on  the  cheek 
•*  with  the  glove.  Here,  Madam,  is  your  glove ! 
"  Indeed  you  do  not  deferve  to  have  a  man 
"  like  myfelf  attached  to  you.  From  that 
"  time  h^  took  no  further  notice  of  hen  His 
**  behaviour  was  the  admiration  of  the  whole 
*'  Court;  her*s  was  the  0;^zmt  and  thccon- 
"  tempt." 


ANTHONY  ARNAULD, 

DOCTOR   OF  THE   SORBOKHf  • 

BoiLEAv  calls  him 

Les  plus/fovaHt  mrttl  qui  ait  jamais  icri^ 

the  moll  learned  man  that  ever  wrote;  and, 
indeed,  when  one  confiders  the  number  and 
quality  of  his  writmgs,  we  (hall  have  leis  fauple 
to  admit  the  Satirift*s  eulogy  upon  him  ♦.. 

•  His  worb  confift  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  vo« 
Jttmes,  on  Lbsici  Grgmmar,  ^ettphyfio^  and  Controvcifial 
Divinity. 

z  1  Madame 
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Msfiune  de  Guimem  had  written  to  iiai 
ton  the  education  of  hor  only  Ton  with  gr^t 
maternal  foficitudt^    After  anfwering  her  letteiT 
with  fome  detai^I,  he  adds,  *^  Permit  m»  to 
^*  aflure  you^  Madam,^  that  it  is  merely  fronv 
**  the  fuggeftion  ef  the  Devil  that  you  aiFedt 
"  to  fear,  that  in  the  afetampt  to  render  your 
••  fon  a  man  of  piety,  his  mind  may  become 
"  confined  and   prejudiced,  and  that    being, 
••  well  with  God  he  may  be  ill  with  the  world. 
**  On  the  contrary,  I  can  aflure  you>  that  if 
•*  he  is  placed  under  the  direOiion  q§  proper 
••^  matters,  his  underfemding  and  his  courage 
••  will  be  confiderably  enlarged  by  his  piety,; 
•*  becaufe  there  is  nothing  in  the  world  (o 
**  truly  grand  as  the  Chriftian^  philofophy,  nor 
••  any  perfon  (b-  noble-minded  as  a  true  Chrif- 
••  tian*.      Particular  care  will  be  taken  to 
•*  render  him  polifhed,  civil,  and  well-bred^ 
,  •*  at  the  feme  time  that  he  is  taught  the  proper 
*'  ufe  of  all  theie.  qualities,  and  to  employ  them^ 
*•  rather  for  the  fervice  of  God  than  for  th^ 
••  vanity  of  the  world'f.'* 

•  ^  A  ChriiKan  is  the  nobkft  fiyle  of  man*?' 

Pr.  Youw^ 

i  «*  Every  wtuc  cnjoine*  by  Chrifiianity  as  a  virtue,, 
"is  recommended  by  politenefs  as  an,accompliihment. 
*^  Gentlenefsy  humility,  deference,  affabifity,  anct  a  rea* 
"  dincfs  to  affift  and  fcrve  on  all  occafions,  are  as  ne» 
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Marshal  de  navailles* 

At  the  battle  of  Senef  the  Prince  of  Conde 
fent  word  to  M.  de  Navailles  to  be  ready  to 
engage  the  enemy.  The  meflenger  found  him 
hearing  mafs :  at  which  the  Prince,  being  en- 
raged, muttered  fomething  in  abufe  of  over^ 
pious  perfons.  But  M.  de  Navailles,  having 
performed  Wonders  during  the  engagement, 
faid  after  it  to  the  Prince,  "  Your  Highnefs, 
"  I  fancy,  fees  now  that  thofe  who  pray  to 
"  God  behave  as  well  ia  a  battle  as  their  neigh- 
•*  bours.'^ 


ST.  EVREMO^rD 


was  Captain  of  the  Guards  to  the  great  Prince 
of  Condc.  That  Prince  had  the  malignant 
humour  of  amufing  himfelf  with  the  foibles  of 

•*  ceflafy  in  the  compofition  of  a  true  Chriftian,  as  in  that 
•*  of  a  well-bred  man.  Paffion,  morofenefs,  p^viibnefs, 
«*  and  fuperdlious  felf-fufficiency,  are  equally  repugnant 
*^  to  the  chambers  of  both,  who  differ  in  this  onlyy— thai; 
*'  the  true  Chriftian  really  is  what  the  well-bred  man  prc- 
**  tends  to  be,  and  would  ftill  be  better  bred  if  he  was,*'— 
Mr.  Soamc  Jenyns's  Works,  vol.  iv.  p.  198. 

2  4  pcrfgns 
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pcffons  oT  his  acquaintance.  St.  Evrcmond 
wrote  a  Comedy,  in  which  there  was  a  charafter 
(b  much  like  that  of  the  Piince,  thlt  he  faw 
his  own  foible  depifted  in  it,  and  was  fo  much 
difpleafed  with  the  author,  that  he  took  his 
regiment  from  him.  A  model  of  perfed  nar- 
ration is  to  be  found  in  the  Hiftory  of  La  fiuf-* 
fiere  in  the  St,  Evremoniana* 


CARDINAL  D'ESTE. 


"  In  the  difpute  between  this  m^tiificenf 
•*  Prince  of  the  Roman  Church  and  the  Ami* 
"  rante  of  Caftiie,  Viceroy  of  Naples,  on  the 
**  latter's  refufing  to  pay  a  certain  mark  of 
"  refpeft  to  the  Cardinal  in  the  ftreets  of 
"  Rome;  the  Italians  faid  of  the  bravery 
"  which  the  French  that  were  at  Rome  ex-» 
"  hibited  in  a  ikirmi(h  between  them  and  the 
"  Spaniards  upon  this  trifling  occafion,  Do  we 
"  not  fee  that  the  French  go  to  death  as  if 
"*  they  wece  certain  of  rifing  again  the  next 

day?*'  . 

J\Jemoires  D^Arnauxp. 
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DOiJi  NOEL  D'ARQO>rNl 

This  Carthufian  Monk,  of  Gallioa  in  Nor* 
taandy,  (cems  the  only  one  of  his  venemblc 
fraternity  who  has  ever  written  upoa  fubjeds 
of  Belies  Lettres.  The  firil  two  volunies  of 
that  lestrned  and  agreeable  Mifcellany  ^^  La 
•*  Melanges  de  la  hiteratnre^^  which  go  tioder 
the  name  of  Vigncuil  dc  Merville,  were  com- 
piled by  hiniw  The  third  vdume  was  put 
together  by  the  Abbe  Banier^  perhaps  from  the 
{)apers  of  the  elegant  Carthufian,  who  appears  to 
have  lived  very  much  in  the  world.  He  occa- 
fionally  fpeaks  of  his  travels  to  Rome  j  and  his 
cb&rvations  feem  r^lete  with  that  knowledge 
and  dtlcrimination  of  chara&er  which  a  feckided 
li£b  tan  never  aiToid.. 

^  The  Painters,**  feys  hc^  in  the  fecond  vo- 
lumes of  his  Melanges^  ^  who  are  ?nrapture4 
•'  with  their  att,  take  every  opportunity  of 
^  iketching  any  fine  heads  they  happen  to 
**  meet  with,  particularly  when  they  have  fome- 
**  thing  extraordinary  about  them.  An  hum- 
•*  ble  imitator  of  thofe  Artifts,  I  make  piftures 
^  of  thole  peribns  in  whom  I  perceive  any 
**  thing  remarkable.  Mr.  M*  N.  is  now*  under 
**  my  pencil.    He  is  a  man  of  quality,  fenfible, 

"  h^indfome^ 
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"  handfome,  and  genteel.  He  is  extreihely 
"  pleafaht  in  (bciety,  but  knows  not  what  it 
*^  is  to  love,  or  to  have  a  ileal  regard  for  any 
**  one;  He  is  of  opinion,  that  the  heart  is 
*^  given  us  merely  to  purify  the  blood,  to  fet  it 
**  in  motion,  and  to  render  it  perfed,  and  not 
"  to  receive  any  impreffions  of  tendernefe  or 
"  of  attachment  to  mankind*  He  looks  upon 
^  this  principal  part  of  oiirfelves  as  a  fimplc 
^  machine,  and  nearly  as  the  principal  pump 
"  of  Paris,  which  ferves  merely  to  raife  the 
*'  water  of  the  Seine,  and  to  diftribute  it 
*^  through  the  city.  Mr.  M.  N.  pays  vifits, 
•'  and  is  vifited  in  his  turn:  he  is  polite  to 
<<  every  one.  Every  perfon  ^yho  meets  him 
**  is  always  glad  to  fee  him,  and  when  he  quits 
**  him,  it  is  always  with  fome  degree  of  regret. 
•'  His  imderftanding  turns  itfelf  as  he  pl^es, 
**  and  he  accommodates  himfelf  to  the  talents^ 
•*  and  the  turn  of  mind,  and  the  capacity  of 
**  every  one  who  comes  near  hini.  He.  is  a 
•*  Divine  with  Divines,  a  Philofopher-  with 
**  Philofophers,  a  Politician  with  Politicians, 
•*  a  man  of  frolick  wilh  thofe  who  have  that 
•*  turn  of  mind.  In  fliort,  prepared  for  any 
^'  thing,  he  is  the  man  of  every  perfon,  and 
"  ftill  the  man  of  no  one.  He  forgets  you  as 
•*  foon  as  your  back  is  turned,  and  never  thinks 
**  but  of  pleafing  thofe  .who  are  immediately 

«  before 
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^^  before  him.  He  paffes  imperceptibly  from 
^  one  fcene  to  another,  and  from  one  charaAer 
**  to  another.  He  is  always  himfelf,  and  yet 
•*  he  is  never  himfelf.  He  takes  time  as  it 
**  comes.  The  day  of  yefterday  remains  not 
•*  in  his  memory,  and  he  never  by  care  and 
**  by  forefi^k  anticipates  that  of  to-morrow.**^ 

Dom*  Noel  wrote  upon  *^  Education/^  or^ 
tte  "  Hiftory  of  M.  de  Mon<;ade,*'  accom- 
panied with  fome  Maxims  and  Refle<5tions. 
Roufleau  appears  to  h^^e  read  this  work^ 
and  to  have  made  fome  ule  of "  it  in  his 
**  EmiUr  Dom*  Noel's  Trcatife  ."  Sur  Ja 
^^.LeSure  des  Peres  de  V Eglife^^  or  on  the 
manner  in  which  the  Fathers  (hould  be  read,  wa* 
a  book  much  efleemed  in  the  Catholic  Church* 
of  France. 


SORBIERE 


tranflated  Hobbes's  famous  political  Work 
•*  Leviathan"  into  French.  In  his  Preface  he 
draws  a  parallel  between  his  Author  and  Ma- 
chiavel.  "  The  rcafonings  of  Machiavel,"  fay» 
he,  **  proceed  from  a  cruel  and  a  favage  mind  j 
^*  thofe  of  Hobbes  flow  from  a  difpofitioa  good, 
•^  tender,  and  benevolent.    Yet  after  all,**  adds 

he. 
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h^f  **  who  will  become  a  ikilful  politician  by 
•*  reading  Hobbes  }  All  that  he  fays,  to  Ipeak 
*•  after  the  Italians,  is  merely  an  impolSble 
•*  chimera,  a  wild  invention,  a  chios  of  Confu- 
••  fion.  Bufinefs  and  not  dedamition,  and 
•*  ftill  lefs  the  empty  imaginations  of  a  learned 
^  man  in  his  ftudy,  make  politicians.  Piu  vahy 
♦*  fays  Boccalini,  utC  oncia  da  fmo  cheinitie  di 
•*  ragione.  Lafciamo  dljcorji^  poniamo  il  negozh 
••  mpr Attica  J^ 


■Mili^ 


BAYLE. 

This  learned  and  acute  writer  was  no 
Matheniatician.  According  to  Le  Clerc,  he 
iaid,  that  he  never  could  be  brought  to  under-, 
Jland  the  demonftration  of  the  firft  propofition 
of  Euclid  *♦  THie  fame  dcfeft  of  mind  feems 
to  have  followed  him  in  every  thing  which  he 
did*  He  doubts  and  does  not  prove  any  thing, 
and  deferves  well  what  was  once  faid  of  him> 

*  Dr.  Free  xikd  to  fay,  that  the  proper  definition  of  map 
was,  a  being  who  could  prove  tbe^  three  angles  of.a  triangle 
to  be  eqiial  to  two  right  ones.  .. 

Quintilian  fays  of  Geometry,  ^^  Cum  Geomttria  divifa  Jii 
^  in.    fiument  ^  formas  numerorum  quiJem*      Notitia  nm 
**  oratori   mcdo  fed  cuictmque.  frimh  faltem    liUris    efudit^ 
^^  mc^aria  eft:* 

that 
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that  he  was  the  Attorney-General  of  the  Hulc^ 
Iqphers,  that  he  merely  ftated  their  different  zx^ 
gtiments,  but  gave  no  opinion  on  them. 

He  faid  once  to  Father  Tournemine,  **  I 
^^  am  only  *  cloud-compelling  Jove/  My  ta- 
^*  lent  confifts  in  forming  doubts;  but  to  my* 
**  felf  they  are  only  doubts/*  It  is  unfortu^ 
nate  for  the  generality  of  his  readers  that  tbef 
arc  really  doqbts  to  th^m  i  they  do  not  fee  fo  * 
d^^r  as  himfelf,  who 

Snt  pedibus  vidit  nuUs  it  fiJUr^^ 

5ayle  died,  as  he  lived,  in  obfcurity,  and 
with  great  tranquillity  of  mind.  His  will  wa? 
dilputed  in  France  (fron^  which  country  he  had  ' 
fled  to  avoid  pcrfecution),  and  the  ParKansent 
qf  Thoulqufe  determined  it  to  be  valid  5  giving 
as  a  realpn,  that  a  man  who  had  enlightened 
mankind  as  Bayle  had  done,  lliould  be  confider- 
ed  as  belonging  to  no  particular  country,  but 
as  a  ?itiz?n  of  thp  IJpiverfp  *^ 

♦  In  the  anew  re^m  of  France,  the  ftate  qf  a  msi^  of 
liters  was  more  cpniidered  than  in  any  other  countr}*. 
The  Parliament  of  Paris  decreed,  in  the  cafe  of  the  profit^ 
^r)4ag  from  Catilina,  a  Tmgedy  of  Crebillon,  that  in  no 
cafe  whatever  the  maniifcripts  of  aA  author  were  felzable, 
oor  the  profits  accruing  to  hitn  from  any  of  his  litcjfar/ 
performances  liable  to  «b^  take^  i^  ^x^u^on  fpr  any  deb^s, 
that  he  might  have  contra^ed* 
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JEAN  D'ALBA* 

This  fervant  of  the  Jefuits  College  at  Paris, 
calkd  that  of  Clermont,  havixig  ftolen  fojua 
pewtcF  plates  belonging  to  that  Society,  was 
taken  up  for  the  robbery,  and  exan^Ined  by  the 
Pariiament  of  Paris.  He  faid  in  his  defence, 
that  ^he  moft  aflliredly  had  tal^en  the  plates 
from  the  College,  but  that  he  h^d  not  Jolem 
them,  having  afted  merely  in  conformity^  to  a  " 
jnaxim  of  a  Farther  of  their  Order,  Father 
Bauny,  and  who,  in  his  ^*  Cafes  of  Confcience/* 
article  •'Servants,"  fays,  ^VThat  fervants  who 
f*  are  not  content^  with  their  wages,  may 
^'  augment  them  by  getting  into  their  hands  a^ 
f*  much  property  belonging  to  their  mafters,  as 
•*  they  in  their  confcienccs  )think  adequate,  to 
^  proportion  their  wages  to  their  fervices ;  and 
ff  that  it  is^eyen  permitted  them  to  a<5t  in  this 
f*  rtianner,  if  they  arp  fo  diftreffed  in  their  cirr 
♦•  cumft^nces,  when  they  offer  themfelves  to  a 
H  mafter,  that  they  a^e  obliged  to  accept  of  thp 
f«  wages  offered  to  them  by  him,. whilft  other 
f*  fervants,  not  more  capable  than  themfelves^ 
ff  gain  greater  wages  */* 

'       '         .  The 


f  This  account  is  taken  from  the  Sroviodal  ^Letters  of 
fafcal;  a  work  in  which  this  f,Yt^^  an^  goo<|  mao  fliers 
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The  Parliarnent  of  Paris  very  wifely  and  very 
juftiy  paid  no  regard  to  this  wretched  Tophifljy, 
^d  condemned  Jean  d*  Alba  to  be  whipped  be* 
fore  the  door  of  the  College  of  Clenhont  by  th^ 
common  hangman,  who  ^v^s  at  the  fame  time 
to  bxjrn  the  book  in  whicH^lHis'  deteftable  and 
pernicious  piaxim  was  contained. 

The  Jefuits  were  at  this  time  in  great  favour 
at  the  Coiirt  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth.  Th^ 
fnatter  was-  huflied  up,  ar^d  Jean  d*Alba  yras  nq 
more  heard  oft 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  teachers  of 
mifchievpu^  and  deftrudive  dodrines  appear  ii| 
general  to  exped  that  their  fatal  confequences 
will  never  reach  themfelves.  The  "  poifoned 
f*, chance,  however^  fometiines  I'etuyns  tQ  their. 
^^  own  lips/* 

Thofe  who  inflame  the  people  to  tumult 
and  to  fedition,  are  often  the  firft  to  perifh  in 
the  conflagration  which  they  have  occdioned  j 
pnd  the  propagators  of  imnioral  and  irreligious 

himfelf  as  much  fuperior  to  ordinary  mortals,  as  in  fome 
parts  of  his  **  P«j/&/"  he  fhews  himfelf  inferior  to  them.. 
A  fele^ion  from  the  ^^ Pinfies»*  made  with  care,  and 
tranOated  into  Engiifh,  would  prove  a  valuable  acquifitira 
(0  t)ie  literature  of  this  country. 
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qpisuons  have  many  times>  in  their  erwri  (mA* 
lies  and  connexions,  fufFered  from  their  too 
fucfefefiil  efforts  to  (hake  off  the  ^tajy  ic- 
^Iq^ints  impoied  upon  m^ind  *\ 


A5Bfe  DE  RANC^, 

the  J^eformer  of  the  Convent  of  La  Trappc 
in  Normandy,  had  in  early  life  been  a  man  of 
elegance  and  of  pleafure.  At  the  age  of  fouf'-i 
teen,  he  publiftied  an  edition  of  Anacreon ; 
aiKJ  at  ?i  very  early  age  was  appointed  coadju- 
tor to  his  uncle  the  Archbifliop  of  Tours. 
Having  narrowly  efcaped  being  fhot  by  th^ 
burfting  of  a  gun  gn  his  fhoulder,  he  became 
a  penitent,  bade  adieu  to  the  world  and  its  vota- 
ries, gave  up  his  prctenfions  to  fucceed  his  onck, 
and  retired  to  the  Convent  of  LaTrappe:  therq 
he  planned  th:^t  very  ftrift  reform  ih  its  difci- 
pline,  to  which  it  has  rigidly  adhered  for  above 

.  f  A  fervant  of  a  Gentleman  but  too  apt  to  hUskzotk  Usf 
ipfidel  opinions  robbed  his  maftcr,  who  reproached  him  very 
feverely  with  the  crime  which  he  had  comnutted.  The 
fervant  replied,  that  as  his  mailer  had  In  his  converiaUon^ 
taken  away  the  fuperior  confideration  of  a  life  to  come  to 
jfeflrain  his  conduct,  he  ought  not  to  be  furprized  if  his  fre- 
^^uent  auditor  p(k^d  the  infi^r^r  f^nQd|r|^tioa  of  puniflimeiit 
^n  this  life, 
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a  cehtuiy,  and  which  has  rendered  it  fo  de-. 
fervedly  fettious  throughout  Europe.     It  was 
(aid  of  him,  as  of  an  ancient  Philofopher, 

•^  EJurire  docety  £t  invent t  dtfctpulo5.^\ 

Some  of  his  regulations  are  as  follow: 

"A  perpetual  filence  is  to  be  obferved  ill 
*^  the  Gloyfters.  If  a  ftranger  has  occafion  for 
"  any  thing  in  the  Convent,  he  muft  addrefs 
•*  himfelf  to  the  Porter,  or  to  him  that  receives 
•*  the  ftrangets;  becaufe  the  Monks,  being 
"  obliged  to  keep  a  moft  ftrift  filence,  never 
^  give  any  anfwcr  to  thofe  who  fpeak  to  them. 

"  For  the  diet  of  thd  Monks,  vegetables,' 
*^  roots,  herbs,  bread,  and  milk,  abne  Ihall  be 
*'  ferved  up   in    the  Refedory.     They  fliall 
"  never  bie  permitted  to  tafle  there  either  fi(h 
*'  or  eggs. 

^  The  firft  Monks  of  the  Order  (that  of  St. 
•*  Benedift)  ever  looked  upon  working  with 
**  their  hands  as  one  of  their  principal  obliga- ' 
"  tions.  The  Monks  fhall  proceed  to  the 
"  different  labours  that  are  affigned  to  them  in 
^^  a  manner  that  has  nothing  light,  nor  hafty, 
•<  nor  indolent  in  it.  They  Ihatl  not  permit 
**-  their  fenfes  to  be  interefted  in  the  moft  in- 

VOL.  IV.  A  A  **  different 
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"  different  objefts,  nor  fhall  they  ufe  any  vio- 

"  lent  exertion  even  in  the  very  works  about 

"  which  they  are  employed  j  confidering  that 

•*  manual  labour  is  tlie  firft  punifhment  an- 

'*  nexed  to  fin,  and  an  exercifc  extremely  well 

^*  fuited  to  the  ftate  of  the  poor  and  of  the 

"  penitent,   and   that  it   is  a  very  powerful 
**  means  to  fanftify  them  in  their  profeffion. 

"  They  (hall  never  mention  any  ftory  re- 
^  lating  to  common  life,  under  pretence  of 
**  drawing  inftmdion  from  it;  and  they  fhall 
"  banilh  from  their  converfation  any  news 
"  from  the  public  papers,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the 
**  times,  and  of  the  world,  and  of  the  Court, 
**  and  of  the  College  :  thofe  having  a  tendency 
*^  to  indifpofe  the  minds  of  the  Monks  to 
**  their  prefent  fituation,  and  lead  them  into 
"  diffipation,  and  into  the  remembrance  of 
"  things  that  they  ought  to  have  forgotten." 

iThe  Monks,  except  at  bed-time,  are  gene- 
rally together.  The  Reformer,  like  that  acute 
obferver  of  human  life.  Dr.  Johnfon,  knew  but 
too  well  how  mucli  more  dangerous  folitary 
vices  are  than  focial  ones ;  and  that  many  per- 
fons  are  xeftrained  from  vice  by  the  eyes  of  their  • 
fellow-creatures,  who  would  not  pay  the  fame 
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rcfpeft  to  the  vigilant  eye  of  Omnipotence  and 
Omnifcience  itfdf. 

The  remains  of  this  venerable  Community 
are,  by  the  pious  kmdnefs  of  Mr.  Weld,  of 
LuBwoKTH  Castle,^  fettled  in  his  extenfivc 
and  beautiful  domain,  where  every  thing  is  fur- 
niflied  to  them  for  which  their  abftinence  and 
felf-denial  can  poflibly  have  occafion. 

During  the  late  prophanation  of  all  things 
human  and  divine  in  France,  thefe  illuftrious 
Afcetics  made  a  vow,  that  if  they  ever  found 
a  permanent  afylum  in  Europe,  they  would 
drink  nothing  but  water  in  future.  .  To  this 
they  have  conformed  with  the  fame  fcrupulo- 
iity  that  has  ever  diftinguiftied  the  Monks  of 
La  Trappe. 

Their  Convent  in  Normandy  is,  as  if  in  de- 
rifion  of  its  ancient  defignation,  converted  by 
the  prefent  ruling  powers  of  France  into  a  foun- 
dry for  cannon;  in  which  the  former  folitude 
and  iilence  that  prevailed  there,  the.wl^ifpered 
prayers  of  the  afflicted,  and  the  fupprefled  fighs 
of  the  penitent,  are  ill  exchanged  for  the  hor- 
rid din  of  thofe 


■       .        mortal  engines^  whofc  rude  throats 
Th'  immortal  Jove's  dread  thunders  counterfeit. 

A  A  Z 


Digitized 


by  Google 


I  /354  3-    V 


FRANCOIS  CASSA*Nr£)RE; 

5 

wbo'tranflated  Arlftotle's  "Poetics**  into  French 
with  great  fidelity,  w^s  a  man  of  very'  vio-. 
lent  temper  and  of  very  imprudent  conduft, 
and  lived  in  great  want.  He  is  thus  defcribed 
by  Boileau ; 

ft 
His  difcontented  turn  of  mind  followed  him 
to  the  grave ;  for.  as  he  was  dying,  extended  on  a 
miferable  pallet  bed,  his  Confeflbr  exhorted  him 
to  return  his  'thanks  to  the  Deity  for  all  the 
bleffings.he  had  received  from  hifri.  *^  Yes,  to 
"  bq  fure,**  exclaimed\Cairaridre  j  /^  he  has 
**  filtered  me  to  play  a' very  pitiful  part  here 
"  indeed.  You  know  how  he  has  permitted 
^**,  dcne:  tP  .iive>  and  you  now  fee  haw  h^  lets 

From  the  prefent  ijhperfeftion  of  things, 
every  ftate  of  life  is  obnoxious  to  dlfcoiitent 
and  cornplaint,  They  however  (hould  indulge 
them  with  great  caution  whofe  mifery  is  pro- 
cured'by  folly  and  by  vice,  and  who.  have  no 
reafon  to  expeft  the  interference  of  Omnipo- 
tence in  thofe  diftrefles  of  which  tKemfelves 
are  the  authors. 
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This  karned  phyiician  wasa.grcat  hater  of: 
the  Englifh  nation  on  two  accounts :  the  firft, 
for  having  put  their  Ki.ng,  Charles, the  pirft,  to 
death  j  the.  fecond^  .  for  glvipg  antirnoQy  in 
fevers^  In  Qp,c  ..of^hK.  ijettejis  tQ^  M^^Spon,  of 
Lyons,  hp "feys,         <  -  v.* . ,  ■    ;^ 

**  Notre.  acwridL  eft  fait  ay^:  Cromwell. 
**  Noufc  recdnnoiflbns  la  nouvcUe  Republic 
*'  d*AflgIctcrre,  :et  nous  aurons  pour  cet  cffet 
**  un  Embafradeur  i  Londres.  CcMi  qui  y 
<'  eft,  fera  continue  ;*  e'eft  M;  Bordaux,  Maitrc 
**  des  Requetes,,  JV  bui!dire"quatre  yers 
^*  Latins  k  un  honnlte  l^omqi^,  <iui  Tondit 
**  avoir  etc  envoyez  d'Angleterre.     Les  voici ; 

**  Crormvello  furgentej  jacet  d^mus  aba  Stuarti 
"  Et  domus  Jurlofi  Martiafi^a^a  jacet. 

<*  ^od  jacet  baud  mirorj  mrcr  qmd  G alius  Iber(^He 
i^  Et  Danuiy  0^regum  iuicquid  uki^jtfjacit* 

«*  At  Cromwell's  rifii^  fun,  in  glory  brightd 
^  Naflau  ;|f|d  Sbort- s  ibrs  fet  deep  inmight*.'    . 
(  ^  This  is  n6  wond^-^but  I  mucbach^ifi^^ 
,  ♦*  That  Europe's  Sovereigns  do,  not^iill.conlpif^  .    ^ 
^  To  crufli  th*  ^^furper's  ill-acquired  ftate^ 
l<  ^nd  injured  Royalty  to  vindicate/* 
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Patin's  Sovereign  Louis  XIV.  having  re- 
covered from  a  fever  after  having  taken  anti- 
mony, he  mentions  with  raptures  the  Latin 
lines  that  were  made  upon  the  occafion : 

^    Fivis  ah  epotOj  cur  Rex  Lodovia  vemno 
'    i^id  mtrum  fjiibio  plus  valuer e  preces. 

Tdcaelij  rnn  artis  tipts^^fine  kge  medeniufti 
-    Nic  4^us  ante  Deo^  Jk  potts  inde  mori.  •    - 

Gvibus  ilia  quiderh  fuerit  medieina  ftralis^ 

tiilUodunt  un£hs  ^iva  venena  Decs. 

Great  Loub,  after  poifon  you  furvive  f 
No  wonder,  for  our  prayers  have  made  you  live! 
More  powerful  than  the  metal's  pointed  ftnig» 
Up  to  t;he  t)ironc  of  grace  their  way  they  wing» 
This  is  the  work  of  Heav*n  and  not  of  art, 
Sacred  to  God,  his  care  thou  ever  art ! 
The  drug,  thy  fubjeds  fure  and  deadly  bane, 
*     The  L'ord*s  anointed's  life  afialls  in  vain. 


PAVILLON, 


This  Frenchmaji  was  affiiredly  no  great 
Poet.  He  was  fond  of  books,  yet  could  not 
a£ford  to  buy  them.  He  therefore  made  ufe 
of  this  expedient :  He  addrefTed  a  fonnet  to 
cver^  author  of  note  who  publifhed  at  Paris. 
This  procure^  him  a  copy  of  the  bppk  ex  dono 
auSoris. 

Public 
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Public  Libraries  ftiould  contain  (if  it  were 
poflible)  every  book  that  has  been  printed 
upon  every  fubjeft.  Their  funds  are  in  general 
not  very  large.  This  defeft  was  very  well  fup- 
plied  under  the  ancien  regime  of  France.  Every 
author  who  had  acquired  permiffion  to  print 
his  book  at  Paris,  forfeited  that  permiffion  un- 
lefs  he  printed  it  on  good  paper  and  excellent 
type,  and  depofited  a  copy  in  the  Royal  Li- 
brary at  Paris.  By  thcfe  means  the  King's 
Library  was  fupplied  with  every  new  book  at 
no  expence.  This  regulation  might,  in  fpme 
degree,  take  place  in  this  kingdom.  By  an  A6t 
of  the  Legiflature,  every  author  might  be 
obliged  to  fend  a  copy  of  his  book  to  the  Li- 
brary of  the  Britifti  Mufeum  in  London,  and 
to  the  Public  Libraries  of  the  two  Univerfities 
of  England.  This  would  occafion  little  or  no 
defalcation  of  the  profits  of  the  work  to  the  au- 
thor, and  would  eminently  promote  the  diffufion 
cf  learning  and  of  knowledge. 


PRINCE  EUGENE, 

This  great  General  was  a  man  of  letters: 

he  was  intended  for  the  Church,  and  was  known 

at  the  Court  of  France  by  the  name  of  the 

Abbe  de  la  Savoie.     Having  made  too  free  in 

A  A  4  a  letter 


Digitized 


by  Google 


360,  PRINCE    SyGBNE* 

a  letter  with  fome  of  Louis  the  Fourteenths 
gallantries,  he  fled  out  of  France,  and  ferved 
as  a  volunteer  in  the  Emperor's  fervice  in  Hun- 
gary againft  the  Turks,  where  he  foon  diftin* 
guiftied  himfelf  by  his  talents  for  the  military 
art.    .He  wasprefented  by  the  Emperor  with  a 
regiment,  and   a  few   years  afterwards  made 
Commander  in  Chief  of  lais  armies.     Lpuvois, 
the   infolent  War    Minifter    of   the    infolent 
Louis  XIV.   had  written  to  him  to  tell  him 
that  he  muft  never  think  of  returning  to  hi$ 
CQuntry :   his  reply  .was,   "  Eu^ene^  entrera  un 
"  jour  en,  France   en,  depit   de    Louvolf   et  dc^ 

V  X(?w."  In  all  his  military  expeditions  he 
carried  with \ivax'ThomaSs a KempiSud^  Imif^itione. 
He  feemed  to  be  of  the  opjnion^  of  1jhQ  great 
Guftavus  Adolphus,  j^ing  of  Swp4cn,  ^  that, 4. 

V  good'Cbriftian  always  made  ^  good  foldier/^ 
Being  conftantly  bufy,  he  held  the  pafljon  of 
love  very  cheap,  as  a  mere  amufement,  that 
ferved  only  to  enlarge  t jje  power  of  women,  and 
abridge  that  of  men.  He  ufed  to  fay,  "  Le& 
**  amour eux  font- dam  ia  fociiti  que  ce  lesfana^ 
**  iiques  font  en  reli^ion.^^ 

The  Prince  was  pbferved  to   be  one  day 
yery  penfive,  and  oa  being  a&ed  by  his  favour- 
ite Aid-de-Camp  qij  what  he^w^  meditating 
io  deeply,  "  My  good  friend^"  replied  he,  "  J 
8  "am 
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".  am,thinkigig,  if  Alc3 

*^  been  Db%ed   to  wait  i 

^'  of  the.  Deputies  of  Hoik  / 

*^  <:acked  the  enemy,  how  imj>^^ 

**  have  qeen  for  him  to  have  mau. 

^*  conqueils.  that  he  did/' 

This  great  General  lived  to  a  gbod  old  age, 
and  being  tarn  Mer curio  quam  Martiy  *^  as  much 
^^  a  Scholar  as  a  Soldier,"  amufed  himfelf  with 
jTiaking  a  fine  coUeiflion  of  books,  piftures, 
.  and  prints,  which  are  now  in  th^  Emperor's  col- 
ledtion  at  Vienna.  The.  celebrated  Cardinal 
jPaflionei,  then  Nuncio  at  Vienna,'  preached  his 
funeral  fermon,  from  this  grand  and  well-appro- 
priated text  of  Scripture, : 

**  Ale^fander,  fon  of  Philip  th6  Macedonian, 
f*  made  many  wars,'  took  many  ftrong' holds, 
♦^  went  through  the  ends  of  the  earth,,  took 
^  fpoils  of  many  nations  :  the  earth  was  quiet 
**  before  him.  After  thefe  things  he  fell 
^*  fick,  and  perceived  that  he  fhould  die.'* — - 
Maccabees. 


MARSHAL  TURENNE. 

Otho  Venius,  Rubens'  mafter,  publifhed 
a  book  on  the  refemblance  of  the  countenances 
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of  men  to  thofe  of  animals.  Turcnnc's  was 
ever  likened  to  that  of  a  Lion ;  the  bravery, 
the  magnanimity,  and  the  humanity  of  which 
animal  fie  poffeffed  in  an  eminent  degree.  The 
Etching  of  Tukenne  prefixed  tothis  Article, 
is  taken  from  a  Drawing  of  Mr.  Richardfon,, 
after  a  Terra  Cotta  made  by  the  celebrated 
Puget. 

Who  will  exculpate  Turenne  from  the  ravages 
and  horrors  which  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand committed  in  the  Palatinate  ?  His  ad- 
mirer and  pupil,  M.  de  St.  Hilaire,  fitys,  **  The 
**  violence  of  the  foldiers  at  no  time  whatever 
"  knew  lefs  bounds*.  They  let  fire  to  every 
"  thing,  and  pretended  to  authorize  their  vio- 
"  lences  by  thofe  which  had  been  praftifed 
"  upon  their  comrades  in  the  fame  (jountry 
"  by  the  peafants,  who  came  down  fronx  the 
**  hills  upon  them,  to  which  they  afterwards. 
**  betook  themfelves,  after  they  had  cut  their 
"  throats.  But,*'  adds  St.  Hilaire,  **  as  if  to 
**  refine  upon  the  cruelty  of  our  foldiers,  they 
*^  cut  off  the  hands  of  thofe  poor  wretches 
"  whom  they  met  with,  and  killed  them  after-^ 
«  wards/' 

♦  *f  Lafureur  desfoUats  ne  ccpt^  jamais  mains  des  bomts.^* 

Memoires  4c  St,  H;lai|l2* 

The 
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The  EleAor  Palatine  was  fo  indignant  at 
the  cruelties  committed  in  his  country  by  our. 
foldiers,  that  his  firft  emotion  was  to  make  it  a 
private  matter  bet  ween  himfelf  and  the  General^ 
and  to  fend  to  him  a  trumpet,,  with  a  cartel 
of  defiance. 

in  his  letter  he  reproached  him  with  hisr 
change  of  religion,  and  with  the  afylum  which 
bis  (the  Eleftor's)  father  had  given  in  hb  Elec- 
torate to  the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  Turenne*s  far- 
ther. He  taxed  him  with  ingratitude  in  hav-^-- 
ing  deftroyed  and  burnt  that  very  country.  It 
finilhed  by  defiring  fatisfaftion  of  him  in  fingle 
combat,  either  on  foot  or  on  horfeback,  as  be 
pleafed. 

Turenne  made  no  reply  to  the  firft  two  ar- 
ticles. With  refpeA  to  the  third,  he  took  great 
pains  to  perfuade  the  Eledtpr,  that  his  own  fub- 
je<5ts  were  tlie  aggreflbrs,  and .  that  they  pro- 
voked thefe  excefles  by  the  unheard-of  cruel- 
ties they  had  exercifed  againft  the  French  army  ; 
and  that  he  could  not  be  furprized  that  fucli 
coiiduft  had  excited  his  foldiers  to  that  degree 
of  furj',  of  which  himfelf  was  the  firft  to  lament 
the  excefs.  That  with  refpeft  to  the  fingle 
combat  to  which  he  defied  him;  he  was  not  at 
liberty  to  accept  of  it,  as  he  was  not  m  a  ^tua* 
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tion  to  di{pofe  of  his  own  perfon  as  he  pleaTcd; 
but  that  he  (hould  prefent  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  army  which  he  commanded,  againft  anyv 
tjiat  his  Eleftoral  Highnefs  (hould  think  fit  to' 
oppofe  tahim^.  /  v.  •      :        ' 

Turenne  never  forgave  himfelf  for  difclofing 
a  feoret  of  flate  to  the  beauti&I  Madame 
Coetqueo.  He  ufed  to  fay  ever  a^erwards  witk 
fome  fpleen,  ^'  that  it  was  never:  worth  while 
♦^  for  a^  maa  6f  honour  to  lofe'  any  of  his  time- 
**  with  a  pmtty  wc«nan/*  Many  years  after 
his  difclofing  the  fccret  with  whicli  Louis  tho 
Fourteenth  had  entrufted  him,  he  faid,  **  We 
''.will  talk  of  this  matter  by  and  by,  if  you 
♦^  pleafe,  but  let  us  firft  put  out  the  can^ 
♦'  dies." 

The  following  account  of  the  death  of  thi« 
great  General  is  taken  fr<Mn  the  MenK>irs  of 
M.  de  St,  Hilaire,  a  Brigadier- G^eral  in  the[ 
fervice  of  Louis  XIV.  and  who  T<M;Ved  undefi' 
^larflaal  Turenne  in  Germany. 

.^\  M.  de  floae  .had  twfce::feoEt  :u>  Marfhal 
^  Turenne  to  defire  him  to  corner  to  a  partis 
*f  cuhir  po£L  Turenne  replied  jLto  his  feccawl 
^nieffage,  as!  if.  he  had  fortii^h; what  w*  to 
Si  ^^appen^  that.,  ha  was,  xlotgixiptin^d  -  to  ftajj 
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^  where  he  was,  uidefs  fomcthingveiy  extra- 
**  ordinary  (hotiW  take  place.  Le  Boze  ferit 
^  a  third  time  by  Count  Hamilton,  to  repcc^ 
^  fent  to  hitn  the  abfolute,  neceflity  there  wsK 
**  that  he  fhould  come  in  perfon  to  give  his 
**  ordqrsu  Turenne  dire&ly  mounted  his  horfe, 
^'  and  in  a  gentle  gallop  reached  a  fmall  v^JIey, 
**  through  ivliich  they  took  him,  that  he  might 
**  be  out  of  the  reach  of  two  fmall  cannom 
•*  that  were  continually  firing.  In  his  way,  he 
^  perceived  my  father  upon  a  height,  to  whom^ 
**  as  he  had  the  honour  of  his  confidence,  he 
**  made  up.  The  Marflial,  when  he  had  joined 
^  him,  flopped  fljort,  and  aflced  where  was  that 
•^  column  of  the  enemy*s  troops,  for  which  they 
**  had  made  him  come  thither.  My  feth^ 
**  was  fliewing  it  to  him,  when  unfortunately 
"  both  thcfe  fmall  cannons  fired.  The  ball  df 
*^  one  of  them  pafling  over  the  croupier  of  my 
**  father's  horfe,  (hot  off  his  left  arm,  took  off 
*^  part  of  the  neck  of  my  father's  horfe,  and 
^  ftruck  M.  de  Turenne  in  his  right  fide,  who 
^  rode  on  a  few  paces,  and  then  fell  dead 
^  from  his  hcwfe. 

**  Thus  dietj  that  great  man,,  who  never  had 
^*  his  equal,  and  I  am  confident  that  all  the 
**  particulars  relating  to  his  death  are  ftriaiy 
**  true.     All  thofe  who  liave  written  about  it 
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**  had  not  the  opportunity  of  being  acquainted 
*'  with  all  the  circumftanccs  which  I  had.  SO. 
**  fliocking  a  fight  affedted  me  with  fuch  vio- 
^  lent  grief,  that  even  at  this  day  I  find  it 
•*  moreeafy  to  renew  my  fenfations  than  to 
^*  defcribe  them.  I  knew  not  to  which  to  fly 
•*  firft,  whether  to  my  General  or  my  Father. 
"  Nature,  however,  decided  me.  1  threw  my- 
**  fclf  on  the  neck  of  my  fether :  on  whom  a^ 
^  I  was  anxioufly  looking  after  thofe  remains  of 
••  life  which  I  nearly  defpaired  to  find,  he  faid 
•*  thefe  words  to  me,  words  which  the  whole 
•*  French  Nation  thought  fo  noble,  that  it 
•*  compared  the  heart  which  had  dictated  them, 
**  to  any  heart  that  had  ever  animated  the 
•*  breafts  of  the  old  and  of  the  true  Romans, 
•*  and  I  think  they  will  not  foon  be  forgotten: 
**  Alas  !  my  fon  !'*  exclaimed  he,  "  it  is  not 
•*  for  me  that  you  fhould  weep,  it  is  for  the 
•*  death  of  that  great  man,"  pointing  to  the 
dead  body  of  M.  de  Turenne.  "  In  all  proba- 
^  bility  you  are  about  to  lofe  a  father,  but  your 
**  Country  and  yourfelf  will  never  agam  find 
*^  a  General  like  to  him  whom  you  have  juft 
**  lofi:."  Having  faid  thefe  words,  the  tears  fell 
from  his  eyes:  he  then  added,  "Alas!  poor 
"  army  I  what  will  become  <rf  you  ?'*  Then 
recovering  himfelf,  he  faid  to  me,  "  Go,  my 
•*  dear,  leave  me,  God  will  difpofe  of  me  as^^he 

**  pleafes. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Marshal  tuhenne*  367 

•*  pkafes.  Mount  yoiir  horfe  again,  I  infift:  on 
<<  yout  doing  fo.  Go,  do  your  duty,  and  I  de- 
*'  fire  to  live  only  long  enough  to  be  affured 
**  that  you  have  done  it  well.'* 

*^  My  fether  refifted  all  the  entreaties  I 
"  made  to  him  to  permit  me  to  flay  with 
'^  him  till  a  fuigeon  came,  and  he  could  be 
^  taken  off  the  ground.  I  was  under  the  ne- 
**  ceflity  of  obeying  him,  and  of  leaving  him  in. 
**  the  arms  of  my  brother.  I  galloped  away  to 
**  our  batteries,  to  make  them  fire,  in  hope  of 
**  avenging  the  lofs  which  my  Country  and 
**  myfelf  had  fuftaincd. 

^  Some  Officers  of  the  army  whom  I  faw 
^*  afterwards,  affured  me,  that  theperfonwho 
**  had  fired  that  cannon  io  fatal  to  our  army, 
**  had  been  killed  the  fame  day  by  one  of  our 
^^  field-pieces.  We  indeed,  fobn  after  the 
**  death  of  M.  de  Turenne,  heard  a  great  cry 
*'  on  the  height  where  was  the  left  wing  of  the 
**  enemy,  and  we  few  an  Officer  fall,  apparently 
**  ftruck  by  one  of  our  field-pieces.  He  was 
"  immediately  furrounded  by  a  number  of 
**  perfons  who  took  him  up  \  but  he  was  not 
**  hurt,  the  head  of  his  horfe  only  was  taken 
**  off.  We  were  informed  that  it  was  M.  dtf 
**  Montecuculi  himfelf  (the  Ceheral  of  the  armjr 
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^  of  the  enemy)  who  had  efcaped  fuch  immi* 
**  nent  danger. 


"t>^ 


*'  It  is  impoffible  to  imagine  the  alarm  and 
*^  thexconfternation  with  which  an  army  is  af- 
«  fedked,  who  lofes  in  the  very  fight  of  the 
•*  cnemj^  a  General  on  whom  it  has  the  moft 
**  reliance^  and  whom  it  has  as  much  reafon  to 
*^  love  as  to  refpeft.  The  firft  emotion  which 
•*  every  foldier  in  our  army  felt  on  hearing  of 
*'  the  death  of  M.  de  Turcnne,  was  an  impe- 
**  tuous  defire  to  avenge  it  by  immediately  at- 
•*  tacking  the  enemy.  Whatever  danger  there 
*^  might  be  in  doing  thisj,  it  ceafed  to  be  dread- 
*'  ed :  whatever  difficultids  might  arife,  they 
*'  were  immediately  fiir mounted.  In  the  midft 
f^  of  all  this  ardour,  which  animated  every  heart, 
^*  terror  and  indignation  were  ft  111  imprefled 
*^  upon  every  countenance;  and  that  grief 
**  which  weighed  down  the  foul.  Unnerved 
•*  every  arm,  and  rendered  the  body  motion- 
"  lefe.  I  could  not  pafs  near  fix  or  feven  fol- 
^*  diers  or  officers  together  without  feeing  that' 
^^  they  were  (bedding  tears.  The  two  Lieute- 
**  nant-Generals,  not  agreeing  well  together^ 
"  were  in  a  ftate  of  uncertainty  and  perplexity. 
*,'  One  of  them  wiflied  to  give  the  enemy 
**  battle ;  the  other,  more  prudent,  kept  him 
**  back  ;  and  it  was  not  till  after  a  very  violent* 
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'*  'dilpute,  that  they  agreed  to  attempt  nothing 
**  that  day  at  leaft.  The  enemy  were  informed 
*^  of  the  death  of  M.  de  Turenne  by  one  of  our 
**  drdgoons,  who  deferted  tb  them  on  purpofe 
**  to  acquaint  them  with  it.  It  is  well  known 
*^  that  M.  de  Montecuculi  could  not  conceal  the 
**  joy  he  felt  at  being  delivered  from  fo  formi- 
**  dable  an  eneiiiy;  and  that  he  could  not  help 
**  giving  on  the  fpot  too  public  and  too  vifible 
"  figns  of  that  joy,  at  which  he  afterwards  was 
'*  obliged  to  blufti,  when  he  wrote  to  his  Sove- 
**  reign  the  Emperor  on  the  death  of  this  great 
"^  Commander :  for,  after  having  congratulated 
**  him  on  that  event,  he  added,  that  he  was  ftill 
**  obliged  to  regret  a  man  like  M.  de  Turenne, 
^'  who  had  done  fo  'much  honout  to  human 
^'  nature*/' 

Memoires  de  St.  Hilaire,  1766. 

No  greater  teftimdny  was  ever  given  of  the 
military  merit  of  Turenne  than  that  afforded  by 
the  great  Conde  himfelf.  Previous  to  fome 
battle  in  which  he  was  about  to  be  engaged,  a 
difficulty  occurred  not  eafily  fettled  even  by  his 
great  powers  of  refource  and  of  combination. 

*  *'  Etant  ferviteur  de  VEmpereur^  je  ne  peux  w'  empecher 
*'  de  me  en  rejouir;  mats  je  regreite^  ^  je  ne  faurois  ajfez  re- 
**  gretter^  un  homme  au  dcffus  Vhomme,  £5*  qui  fai/oit  I  honneuY 
••  aVhumanitiy 

VOL.  IV.  ji  B  "  What 
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"  What  now,"  faid  he  to  his  favourite  Aid  du 
Camp,  who  was  waiting  for  orders,  "  what  now 
**  would  I  give  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  con* 
"  verfation  with  the  Ghoft  of  Turenne  !" 

Louis  the  Fourteenth,  on  hearing  of  Tu- 
renne's  death,  faid,  "  We  have  loft  every  thing. 
"  M.  de  Turenne  is  dead!"  He  foon  after- 
wards promoted  many  General  Officers  to  the 
rank  of  Marflials  of  France.  Madame  de  Cor* 
nuel,  the  famous  difeufe  de  bens  mots^  of  her  time,' 
faid,  "/  Qtie  c'etoit  la  monnoie  de  M.  Turenne-^ 
"  That   they  were    change  for    M*  de  Tu- 


When  Lx>uis  made  him  Commander  in  Chief 
of  his  camps  and  armies,  he  faid,  "  I  wilh  that 
•*  you  had  permitted  me  to  have  done  fome- 
*^'  thing  more  for  you ;"  giving  him  to  under- 
ftand,  that  if  he  had  not  remained  a  Proteftanti 
he  would  have  given  him  the  fword  of  Conftablc 
of  France. 

"  Convidion  alone,"  fays  Brotier,  "  effeded 
"  the  change  of  religion  in  M.  de  Turenne. 
"  His  frequent  converfations  upon  the  contro* 
"  verted  points  of  religion  with  his  nephew, 
*^  the  Cardinal  de  Bouillon,  whom  he  loved 
"  very  much,  and  who  had  great  influence 
♦  «i  over 
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y^  over  his  mind,  (layered  and  fatisfied  him. 
^^  His  converfion  was  finifhed  by  reading  th^ 
"  works  of  JBofluet,  and  by  perfotial  difcuflions 
^*  with  him.  He  fptnt  three  years  ih.confider- 
**  ing  the  fubjeft;  and  when  in  1668.  he  had 
,"  taken  his  final  refolutioh,  and  had  told  his 
**  Sovexeign  of  it,  the,K^ing  faid  to  him,  I  look 
^^  upon  yptir  converfion,  Sir,  as  one  of  the 
*'  nloft  honourable  things  that  can  happen  to 
**  the  Church,  dnd  as  one  of  the  moft  ufeful  to 
■^  my  kingdom.'* 

By  a  letter  in  MS.  in  the  H6tel  de  Bouillon 
at  Paris^it  appeiars  that  the  Pope  offered  Turenne 
a  Cardinal's  Hat  on  this  occafion>  which  he  re* 
fufed. 

it  is  faid)  that  this  great  General  wais  origi* 
hally  intended  by  his  parents  for  the  church,  iii 
fpite^of  his  very  early  difpofition  to  a  military 
life.  The  reafon  that  was  affigned  for  thus 
thwarting  his  natural  genius,  was  the  fuppofed 
feeblenefs  of  his  conftitution.  Turenne^  to  (hew 
jthem  how  completely  they  w^re  miftaken  in 
that  refpeft)  at  the  age  of  fourteen  ftole  away  one 
night  from  his  tutor,  and  was  found  the  next 
morning  afleep  upon  a  caimon,  on  the  ramparts 
of  Sedan,  the  feat  of  the  Court  of  his  fatter  the 
iDuke  of  Bouillon,  He  was  then  permitted  to 
B  1  2  fdlow 
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follow  his  inclination,  and  ferved  as  a  volunlfcef 
under  his  uncle  the  Prince  of  Orange,  with 
great  diftindion ;  and  by  the  ufual  gradations 
jrofc  to  the  honour  of  being  a  Marflial  of  France, 
and  a  Commander  of  the  Armies  of  that  Nation. 
To,  the  greateft  prudence  and  Courage,  Turenne 
added  the  moft  perfedl  integrity  and  fhnplicity  of 
charaifter;  fo  that  Madame  de  Sevigne,  in  one 
of  her  letters,  does  not  hyperbolically  defcribe 
him  as  one  of  thofe  men  who  aje  to  be  itiet  with 
only  in  Plutarch's  Lives.  ' 

Turenne  was  eafily  diftihguiflied  fro'm  the  reft 
of  liis  army  by  a  pye^  horfe,  of  which  he  was 
very  foacf,  and  on  which  he  conftantiy  rode. 
One  of  the  Officers  in  the  army  of  the  enemy, 
knowing  tJiis,  procured  a  Swifs  Officer  in  their 
fervice,  a  celebrated  Engineer,  to  level  a  can- 
non particularly  at  Turenne, 

Turenne'fi  foldiers,  on  feeing  their  General 
dead,  furrounded  his  body,  which  they  covered 
with  a  cloak,  and  watched  over  it  the  whole 
night.  It  was  afterwards  carried  in  great  pomp 
to  the  Royal  Abbey  of  St.  Denis,  near  Paris, 
and  interred  with  thofe  of  the  Kings  of  France. 
In  the  late  general  wreck  and  ravage  in  that 
country,  of  every  thing  that  has  hitherto  been 
deemed  diftinguilhed  and  faaed  among  m^- 
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kind,  it  was  torn  from  its  peacefyt  a^d  fionopr- 
^ble  fepulture,  and  was  found  entire  and 
perfed. 


MONTECUCULI. 


This  celebrated  Commander  u(ed  to  fay,  that 
a  great  number  of  Generals  is  as  pernicious  to  an 
army,  as  a  great  number  of  Phyficians  is  to  a 
fick  man.  He  entertained  no  very  high  opi-^ 
nion  of  the  efforts  of  allied  armies  in  genera!. 
"  They  come  together,"  faid  he,  "  without 
"  properly  underftanding  what  each  other 
**  means ;  they  have  different  interefts  to  pur- 
"  fue,  which  they  will  ijot  fufEciently  explain 
"  to  each  other;  their  language  is  different, 
"  their  manners  not  the  fame,  and  their  difci- 
"  pline  diflimilar.  Defenfive  war,"  adds  he,  in 
his  Commentaries,  "  requires  more  knowledge 
"  and  precaution  than  offcnfive  war.  The  lead 
"  failure  is  mortal,  and  the  want  of  fuccefs  is 
"-  exaggerated  by  fear,  which  adts  always  as  a 
<*  microfcope  to  calamities.'* 

Montecuculi  was  called  by  fonie  of  his  rafli  and 

unexperienced  officers,   the  Temporizer;   f^r, 

Jcnowing  but  too  well  the  uncertainly^  and  the 
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mifery  of  war,  he  was  never  in  a  hurry  to  rifl^ 
^battle,  unlefs  he  was  well  aflUred of  its  fuccefs^ 
He  however  told  thofe  who  were  diffatisfied  with 
his  conduft,  *^  I  glory  in  a  name  which  was  that 
^*  given  to  the  Roman  General  w^o  faved  his. 
<'  country, 

^  ^«/  cun^^ndo,  rejiituet  r^nu"* 

MontecucuU  wrote  ^^  Commentaries  on  the 
<*  Art  of  War,,"  in  Italia^i.  They  hayc  becA 
tranflated  into  French^ 


PUC  DE  MONTAUSIEXv 

This  excellent  Nobleman  was  the  original 
of  the  celebrated  Mifanthrope  of  Moliere.  He 
was  a  ma^n  of  learning,  of  honour,  and  of  virtue^ 
His  difpofition  was  a  little  cauftic  and  fevere, 
which  made  Madame  de  Choify  compare  him 
to  a  bundle  of  nettles,  which,  in  whatever  way 
it  is  turned,  always  ftings. 

Montauljer  was  the  only  one  of  the  Courtiers 
of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  who  had  the  honefty 
and  the  fpirit  to  remonftrate  with  him  on  the 
of  his  ruinous  and    oppreffive    wars^ 
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Louis,  on  thefe  occafions,  ufed  merely  to  (ay 
to  thofe  about  him,  "  I  cannot  be  d^lpleafed  at 
"  any  thing  the  Due  de  Montaufier  fays  to  me, 
**  for  I  know  he  always  wilhes  me  well." 

Louis,  however,  ftill  perfifted  in  his  fatal  fyf- 
tem ;  yet  fucli  attraftions  does  integrity  poffefs, 
even  for  the  mind  of  a  defpotic  and  a  flatterecj 
Sovereign,  that  Louis  entrufted  the  care  of  the 
education  of  his  only  fon  f/e  Grand  Dauphin^  as  he 
was  called)  to  M.  de  Montaufier,  and  appointed 
him  his  Governor.     The  Duke  difcharged  the 
high  truft  confided  to  him  with  equal  ability 
and  hpnefty ;  and  in  this  fituation  his  memory 
will  ever  be  held  dear  by  fcholars,  as  he  pro- 
cured the  celebrated  Delphin  Editions  of  the 
Latin  Claffics  to  be  made  for  the  ufe  of  his 
Royal  Pupil  i;  in  which  defign  he  was  ably  fe- 
cpnded  by  the  learned  Huet,  who  was  one  of  the 
Preceptors  to  the  Dauphin. 

Montaufier  very  often  gave  practical  lef- 
fons  of  virtue  to  his  pupil.  He  took  him  one 
day  into  the  mifcrable  cottage  of  a  peafant 
n^r  the  fuperb  palace  of  Verfailles.  *'  See, 
"  Sir,"  faid  he,  *^  it  is  under  this  ftraw  roof, 
**  and  in  this  wretched  hovel,  that  a  father, 
♦*  a  mother,  and  their  phildren  exift,  who 
"  are  inceflantly  labouring  to  procure  that  gold 
B  B  4  "  with 
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"  with  which  your  palace  is  decorated,  and  who^ 
**  are  nearly  perifliing  with  hunger  to  fupply 
"  your  table  with  dainties.'* 

On  the  day  in  which  M.  de  Montaufier  re-» 
figned  his  fituation  of  Governor  to  the  Dauphin, 
on  his  coming  of  age,  he  faid  to  him,  "  If  your 
"  Royal  Highnefs  is  a  man  of  honour,  you 
**  will  efteem  me :  if  you  are  not,  you  will  hate 
**  me ;  and  I  fliall  but  too  well  know  the  rea^. 
*^^fon  of  your  diflike," 

Louis  the  Fourteenth  told  M.  de  Montaufier 
one  day,  that  he  had  at  laft  given  up  to  public 
juftice  a  man  of  rank  who  had  killed  nineteen 
perfons.  "  Sire,"  replied  he,  "  he  only  killed 
"  one  perfon,  your  Majefty  killed  the  other 
"  eighteen.  My  anceflors.  Sire,"  added  he, 
"  were  always  faithful  fervants  to  their  Sove- 
*^  reigns  your  predeceflbrs,  but  they  never  were 
"  their  flatterers.  Your  Majefly  fees,  there- 
*^  fore,  that  the  honeft  liberty  of  fentiment 
"  which  I  poffefs  is  a  right  inherent  in  my  fa- 
"  mily,  a  khid  of  entailed  eflate,  arid  tliat  tfutli 
"  defcends  from  father  to  fon,  as  a  part  of  my 
'*  inheritance.*' 

Montaufier  was  Governor  of  the  extenfivc 
Province  of  Normandy,  and  vfs^  fetting  oufe  foJ: 
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the  capital  of  it,  when  he  was  informed  that 
^he  plague  had  begun  to  make  its  appearance' 
in  it.  His  family  endeavouring  to  prevail  upon 
him  to  defift  from  his  intention,  as  his  health 
might  be  endangered  by  his  relidence  in  an  in- 
fefted  city,  he  nobly  replied,  ^^  I  have  always 
**  been  firmly  convinced  in  my  mind,  that 
"  Governors  of  Proviuces,  like  Bifliops^  are 
*^  obliged  to  refidence.  If,  however,  the  obli- 
^^  gation  is  not  quite  fo  ftrifl  on  all  occafions,  ^ 
**  it  is  at  leaft  equal  in  all  times  of  public  cala- 
*'  mity./' 

Montayfier  reprefented  one  day  to  his  Sove* 
reign  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  the  poverty  of  the 
learned  Madame  Dacier,  and  requefted  a  pen- 
fioft  for  her.  Louis  told  him  that  ihe  was  a 
Proteftant,  and  that  on  that  account  he  did  not 
like  to  dirtdnguilh  her.  ''  Well  then,  Sife,"* 
replied  the  Duke,  **  I  will  myfelf  give  her  three 
^*  hundred  louis  d'ors  in  your  Majefty's  name, 
f*  and  when  you  think  fit  you  fliall  return  mc 
^^  the  money.'* 

Louis,  whp  was  not  fond  of  books,  alked  Moil- 

taufier  why  he  was  always  reading,  and  what  good 

it  did  him.    "  Sire,"  replied  he,  *^  books  have 

f  the  famo  effeft  upon  my  mjnd,  that  the  paf- 

.  f*  tridges  your  Majefty  is  fo  good  as  occafionally 
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**  to  fend  me,  have  upon  my  body,  they  fup^ 
**  port  and  nourifh  it/* 

"  M.  de  Montaufier,'*  fays  his  Biographer, 
^*  died  in  1 69 1,  at  the  age  of  fourfcore,  regret- 
**  ted  by  his  virtuous  countrymen,  to  whom  he 
**  was  the  model ;  and  by  the  men  of  letters,  of 
♦*  whom  he  was  the  protestor/* 


CARDINAL  DE  POLIGNAC. 

This  celebrated  fchdar  and  negotiator  is 
thus  defcribed  by  Madame  de  Sevignc : — ^'  Car- 
•*  dinal  de  Polignac  is  a  man  of  the  moft  agree- 
**  able  underftanding  that  I  have  ever  known, 
**  He  knows  every  thing,  he  talks  upon  every 
"  things  and  he  has  all  the  loftnefs,  all  the 
***  vivacity,  and  all  the  politenefs,  that  one  can 
*•  wifli  to  find  in  the  converfation  of  any 
*'  man/* 

Louis  the  Fourteenth  faid  of  M.  de  Polignac 
when  he  was  very  young,  "  I  have  juft  been 
**  talking  with  a  man,  and  a  very  young  one 
<*  tooj  who  has  never  once  been  of  the  fam^ 
<'  opinion  with  myfelf,  yet  he  has  never  oncct 
^  offended  oxe  by  his  difference  of  opinion/* 

^M  da 
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**  I  do  not  know  how  it  is,"  faid  Pope  Alex-. 
ander  the  Eighth  to^olignac,  "  you  always  ap» 
"  pear  to  be  of  my  way  of  thinking,  and  yet  youy 
^*  opinion  at  laft  gets  the  better,'* 

'  At  the  Conferences  of  Gertyydenbeig,  fo 
mortifying  to  the  pride  of  Louis  the  Four- 
teenth, Buys,  the  head  of  the  Dutch  Deputa-- 
tion,  interrupted  the  reading  of  the  prelimina- 
ries that  were  to  be  fettled  between  his  nation 
and  that  of  France,  by  faying  in  barbarous 
Latin  (alluding  to  the  towns  taken  by  Louis  in 
Flanders),  *'  Non  dimittettir  peccatum  nifi  tolletur 
*^  ablattmy  Polignac  with  great  indignation 
I'eplied,  "  Gentlemen,  you  talk  tob  much  like 
"  perfons  who  have  not  been  accuftomed  to 
**  be  viftorious/*  However,  at  the  negotia^ 
tions  previous  to  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  when 
the  Dutch,  at  the  inftance  of  their  Allies^  w^ere 
obliged  to  confent  to  a  peace,  Polignac  took 
ample  revenge  on  them,  and  told  them,  "  Gen^ 
^*  tlemen,  we  dial!  not  ftir  from  this  place ;  we 
^*  (hall  negotiate  in  the  very  heart  of  your  Pro- 
*'  vinces;  w^e  (hall  negotiate  refpefting  youj 
<^  and  we  fliall  negotiate  without  you/^  The 
fuccefs  of  this  negotiation  procured  Polignac  a 
Cardinal's  hat.  Soon  afterwards,  being  con- 
cerned in  fome  intrigues  againft  the  Regent 
Puke  of  Qrlea-ns,  he  was  banifhed  to  one  of  his  ^ 

Abbeys,, 
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Abbeys,  where>  verifying  the  fentiment  of  Ap- 
ftotle,  "  that  a  good  education  enables  a  mai^ 
•*  well  to  employ  his  leifure/*  he  compofed  his-, 
celebrated  Latin  Poem  againft  the  fyftem  of 
Epicurus,  called  "  Anti-Lucretius."  The  na- 
tural philofophy  it  contains  is  that  of  Defca^tes, 
which  was  at  that  time  in  vogue  in  France,  that 
of  Newton  not  being  then  fvifiiciently  kpown  in 
that  kingdom*. 

Cardinal  de  Polignac  remained  at  Rome  manjr 
years,  Ambaffador  from  the  King  of  France  ta 
the  Pope.  While  he  was  in  that  city,  the  capi- 
tal of  the  ftne  arts,  he  ha^d  a  projeft  for  turn^ 
ipg  the  courfe  of  the  'J'iber  for  a  Ihgrt  tirne^ 
and  to  dig  in  the  bed  of  that  river  for  the  rer 
mains  of  antiquity  which  he  fuppofed  had  beei^ 
thrown  into  it^  "  In  all  the  ^ivil  wars  of  the 
^  Roman  Jlepublic,**  faid  he,  "  the  party  that 
♦^  prevailed  tlirew  into  the  Tiber  the  ftatues  of 
**  the  oppofite  party.  They  muft  dill  remain 
•  **  there,"  added  he:  "  I  have  never  heard  that 
^  aiiy  of  thenr^  have  be9n  taken  out,  and  they, 
*•  are  of  too  heavy  fnaterials  to  have  been  car- 
♦*  ried  away  by  the  ftream  of  the  river."  Pot 
Ijgnac  ufed  to  complain,  that  he  was  not  ricli^ 

*  Benedift  Stay,  a  German,  has  fince  put  the  iyflem 
of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  into  Latin  vcrfe. 

^pougl^ 
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enough  to  put  his  projed  in  execution,  even  if* 
the  Pope,  by  whom  he  was  much  beloved, 
would  have  given  him  all  the  necefiary  powers. 

The  Cardinal  was  no  lefs  a  man  of  dignity  rf 
mind  than  of  wit  5  he  was  the  proteftor  of  the 
Englifli  at  Rome;  and  when  one  day,  at  his 
tabic,  an  Engjifli  Gentienian  was  very  witty,  at 
the  expence  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart,  the  Car- 
dinal put  an  end  to  his  improper  and  ill-timed 
converfation  by  telling  him,  "  Sir-,  I  have  w- 
**  ders  to  proteA  your  perfon,  but  not  your 
«  difcourfe." 

The  Cardinal  ufed  to  fay,  that  as  he  pafled 
through  Rotterdam  in  liis  way  to  Poland,  he 
paid  a  vifit  to  the  celebrated  Bayle^  and  oq  Ait* 
ing  him  of  what  religion  ,he  then  was  (Bayle 
having  changed  his  religion  three  time^^  before 
he  was  fiye-and-twenty),  that  ingenious  and 
celebrated  writer  told  him>  that  he  was.a  Pro- 
teftant.  "  You  know.  Sir,''  add^d  he,  "  that 
*^  I  proteft  againft  every  tiling  that  is  faid^  aad 
**  every  thing  that  is  done/' 
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ANTONIO  PRIOLO^ 

A  noble  Venetian,  followed  the  fortuned  of 
the  great  Duke  6f  Rohan^  and  became  after* 
Wards  Secretary  to  the  Duke  of  Longueville  at 
the  Treaty  of  Munften  He  wrote  a  little  vO- 
lumC)  *'  iie  Reims  GalliciSy^  relating  to  what  paf-^ 
fed  in  France  in  his  own  Times^  in  which  he 
reprefents  hinifelf  lis  a  man  perfecuted  by  for- 
tune, and  writing  that  hiftory  to  drive  away 
the  melancholy  that  hung  over  hini^  without 
any  reference  to  the  honour  that  was  to  be  ai* 
quired  by  fuch  an  undertaking*  "  Non  fama 
**  fed  fequies  mihi  quaejltay  fallendis  innumeris  Z^- 
-**  diis^  ipfe  me  damnavi  in  haiic  arenam^^  He 
thus  defcribes  the  French  Wits  of  his  time* 
•^  They  haunt  great  men's  tables,  frequent 
•*  their  own  academies,  and  trick  and  trim 
*^  their  hative  tongue  without  end.  They  run 
•*  about  this  way  and  that  way  to  make  vifits^ 
**  but  do  not  delight  in  fecret  folitude,  the  only' 
"  ferment  of  ftudies**" 

•  From  the  Tranflation  of  Chriftophcr  Wafe,  Londott 
t6^i)  o^avo* 
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When  this  high-minded  Nobleman  was  one 
day  teized  by  fome  of  his  fycophants,  to  profe* 
cute  fome  neighbouring  Gentlemen  who  had  (hot 
upon  his  manor^  he  replied,  "  I  (hall  not  follow 
•*  your  advice :  1  had  much  rather  have  friendt 
**  than  hares,  I  affure  you.'* 

The  Duke,  from  friend(hip  to  the  Prince  of 
Conde,  engaged  with  him  in  the  intrigues  again(t 
Mazarin,  and  prevented  him  from  calling  in  the 
afliftance  of  England  againft  his  countr}^  and  his 
Sovereign. 


MADAME  DE  LONGUEVILLE 

feems  completely  to  have  anfwered  the  dc- 
fcription  given  of  the  French  Ladies  of  his 
time  by  Antonio  Priolo,  in  his  "  Hiftory  of 
*^  the  Troubles  of  France  during  the  Minority 
•^  of  j:.ouis  the  Fourteenth/'—"  The  Ladies,'* 
fays  he,  "  followii^  (cholars,  would  make 
**  ufe  of  detradion,  in  their  rueiles,  and  in 
"  their  circles,  curioufly  unravelling  the  myf- 
"  teries  of  Government,  and  catching  at  the 
"  words  and  adtions  of  the  Cardinal  (Maiafin). 

"  Some 
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**  Some  of  them  proftituting  themfelves  to  gei 
^  at  the  fccrets  of  the  State,  and  making  rebels 
^  of  their  ^hufbands  (thus  doing  more  hurt 
•'  by  their  lives  than  godd  by  tlieir  exertfons), 
**  fet  all  France  in  a  combuftion.  Afterwards, 
"  when  their  defigns  failed,  they  pre-cohdemned 
"  themfelves,  and  becartie  nuns  by  a  falfe  fern- 
**  blanch  of  religioil,  and  a  gr6ft  fiiperflition, 
"  the  door  being  Ihut  to  thcii'  vices,  now 
•*  grown  out  of  feafon,  and  when  fickly  old 
•^  age,  condemned  by  the  looking-glafs,  and 
•*  by  its  peremptory  fentence,  deaths  doth  dredd 
-  itfelf;^ 

Madame  de  Longueville  took  a  very  decided 
part  in  the  troubles  of  the  Fronde  againft  Car- 
dinal Mazarin,  and  by  the  power  of. her  charm^ 
brought  over  the  celebrated  Due  de  Roche- 
foucault  to  take  part  with  the  Princes,  and  had 
even  prevailed  upon  the  god-like  Turenne  to 
make  the  army  revolt  which  he  commanded. 
La  Rochefoucauit  {aid  indeed  in  the  words  of 
Raeine> 

Pour  faiisf aire  fin  caeur^  pour  plaire  a  ps  beaux  yeuxy 
y^ at  fait  le  guerre  aux  Roisyje  Pauroisfaite  aux  Dieuxi 

4fter  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Longueville^ 
and  when  the  troubles  of  France  ceafed,  ftic 

retired 
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i^etired  to.  a  Convent,  where  (he  ended  her  days 
in  penitence  and  aufterity; 

In  the  2Lehith  of  her  chdrms  and  of  her  coil- 
.fequence,  Madame  de  Longueville  w^s  taken 
to  pafs  fome  days  at  a  nobleman's  houfe  in 
:the  country.  She  was  ^iked,  as  tifual^  how 
Ihe  intended  to  entertain  herfelf  there,  whether 
in  walking,-  in  reading,  or  in  any  of  the  amufe- 
ments  of  the  field.  She  put  the  negative 
on ,  thefe,  and  frankly  anfweredj  **  Je  n'ahrie 
"  point  les  amufemens  hometesy  Her  brother 
the  Prince  of  Conde  was  one  day  reading  tb 
her  part  of  an  epic  Poem,  and  aflced  her  what 
ihe  thought  of  it.  "  //  ejl  tres  beaux^  en  verifii 
"  mats  tris  ehnuyeux^—Iik  Very  fine,  to  be  fure, 
-**  but  it  is  very  tirefome/' 

Madame  de  Longueville  became?  qtfife  ano-^ 
thier  perfonage  when  (he  became  religious.  For 
her  firft  advances  to  that  difpo(ition  of  mind 
(he  was  indebted  to  her  aunt  the  Duchefs  of 
Montmorency  (widow  of  the  Duke  of  that 
name  who  was  beheaded  by  the  fanguinary 
Richelieu),  who  had  taken  the  veil,  and  was 
made  the  Abbefs  of  a  Convent  at  Mou* 
lins  *,  to  confecratc  the  renlainder  of  her  life 

to 

♦  At  the  Convent  of  the  tJrfuUns  of  that  Town,  in 

die  Church  of  which  Convent  flic  ereaed  a  ipoft  mag- 

yoL.  IV,  C  c  uificent 
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to  lament  the  lofs  and  to  pray  for  the  foul  of 
her  accompli  Qied  and  beloved  huflband,  Ma- 
dame de  Longueville  was  obferved  one  day, 
at  the  Convent  of  Po;-t  Royal,  fitting  and  con- 
verfing  with  a  gentleman  who  belonged  to  that 
celebrated  feminary  of  learning  and  of  piety, 
tnd  who  was  the  gardener  of  the  place.  The 
gcjatleman  faid  to  her,  "  What  would  the  world 
V  fay  of  your  Highnefs,  if  they  faw  a  gardener 
**  converfing  familiarly  with  you,  and  feated 
♦^  in  your  prefence  ?" — "  The  world,''  replied 
Madame  de  Longueville,  "  would  fay  tliat  I 
/*  am  much  altered/* 

At  the  conference  between  Cardinal  Mazaria 
and  Don  Louis,  de  Haro,  which  took  place 
previous  to  the  celebrated  Treaty  of  the  Py- 
renees, whilft  the  latter  negotiator  was  telling 
the  Cardinal  that  one  woman,  meaning  Madame 
de  Longikville,  could  not  polEbly  difturb  the 
tranquillity  of  a  great  kingdom  like  that  of 
France :  "  Alas,  Sir,"  replied  Mazarin,  "  your 
**  Excellence  talks  much  at  your  eafe  upon 
^*  thefe  matters.  Yoiir  women  in  Spain  med- 
*^  die  with  no  intrigues  but  thofe  of  gallantry, 
**  but  it  is  not  fo  in  France ;  we  have  there 
^  three  women  that  are  capable  either  of  go- 

iwficent  Maufoleum  to  the  memory  of  this  illuftrious  No- 
ikleman* 

'^  verning 
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^  teming  or  of  deftroying  three  great  king- 
**  doms-— Madame  de  Longueville,  the  Priii* 
**  cefs  Palatine,  and  the  Duchefs  of  Chev* 
"  reufe/* 

M«       1,1  


NICOLO  POUSSlN. 


*^  During  my  refidente  at  Rome/*  faya 
the  ingenious  Author  of  "  Les  Melanges  de 
"  Literatures^  which  go  under  the  name  of 
Vigneuil  Mcrveille,  "  I  often  faw  Pouflin,  botli 
"  at  his  own  houfe,  and  at  that  of  the  Chevalier 
'"  del  Pofo,  one  of  the  moft  accompliihed  Geii- 
"  tlemenofltaly  ofhistime* 

"  I  4iayc  often  beheld  with  aftonifhment 
*^ '  the  great  zeal  that  this  excellent  painter  had 
•^^  to  become  perfeft  in  his  art.  I  have  often 
**  piet  him,  at  a  very  advanced  age,  amongft 
**  the  ruins  of  antient  Rome,  and  often  in  the 
"  Campagna,  and  often  on  the  banks  of  the 
"  Tiber,  obferving  and  drawing  what  he  found 
^*  there  moll  to  his  tafte.  I  have  often  feen 
**  him  bringing  home  in  his  handkerchief  flints, 
"  mofs,  flowers,  and  fuch  like  fubftaaces,  whick 
"  he  was  anxious^  to  paint  ^fter  the  objeAs 
'*  themfelves. 

*-  C    C     %  "     I  re- 
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**  I  rcmcxnber  to.  have  afked  him  one  day, 
*•  by  what  means  he  had  arrived  to  that  great 
"  d^rec  of  eminence  in  his  art,  which  had 
^*  placed  him  fo  very  high  amongft  the  great 
"  Italian  painter.  He  modeftly  replied,  "  Je 
**  71  at  rien  negligi^'  \  have  negle6ted  nothing 
•*  tiiat  in  any  way  related  to  my  Art.  And, 
"  indeed,'*  adds  the  Chevalier  del  Pofo,  "  it 
••  appears  by  his  pidures  that  he  negledted  no- 
*^  thifng  tlvat  could  enable  him  to  become  one 
"  oftlie  beft  painters  in  the  world/* 

According  to  Felibien,  who  was  an  intimate 
Iriend  of  Pouffin,  his  piftures  did  not  very 
much  pleafe  the  Romans ;  fo  that  for  a  piftui^ 
painted  by  him,  reprefenting  a  Prophet,  he  was 
paid  only  eight  livres,  whilft  a  copy  of  it^  niadc 
by  a  young  artift,  was  fold  for  four  crowns. 
He  was,  however,  no  complainer  of  his  want 
of  patronage,  and  ufed  occafionally  to  return 
money  to  thofe  perfons  who,  in  his  opinion,  had 
paid  him  too  much  for  his  labours, 

Pouffin  was  a  man  of  great  fimplicity  in  his 
manner  of  living  and  in  his  converfation.  His 
'whole  mind  was  occupied  with  his  art,  and 
rendered  him  infenfible  to  thofe  gratifications 
oF  luxury  of  which  fome  refined  minds  are 
but  too  fond-  He  was  an  Athenian  in  his  tafte, 
.      .  jet 
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yet  a  Spartan  in  has  habits  of  life,  and  united 
the  elegance  of  the.  one  with  the  aufterity  of  the 
other. 

Pouflin,  when  his  diflblution  was  approaching 
very  faft,  had  o-eceived  from  M.  de  Oliambrai 
his  Treatife  on  Painting.  He  wrote  with  dif- 
ficulty,  on  account  of  his  bodily  infirn>ities,  and 
thus  addrefled  him  : 

"  I  muft.  Sir,  endeavour  to  roufe  myielf 
"  after  fo  long  a  filence,     I  muft  make  my- 
^*  felf  underftood  by  you  whilft  my  pulfe  has 
**  ftill  power  to  beat  a  httle,     I  have  read 
**  and  examined  at  my  leifure  your  book  On 
^*  the  perfeft  Idea  of  Painting,  which  has  ferved' 
"  as  a  kind  of  nouriftiment  to  my  difordcred 
^^  -mind ,  and  I  am  rejoiced  that  you  are  the 
" '  firft  perfon  of  our  nation  who  has  opened 
**  the  eyes  of  thofq,  who,  feeing  only  by  the 
**  eyes  of  other  perfons,  permitted  themfelves 
^*  to  be  deceived  by  public  opinion.     Indeed, 
**  you  have  fo  well  explained  and  enlightened 
"  a  fubjedt  very  har(h  and  difficult  to  manage, 
**  that,  perhaps,  by-and-by  fome  one  may  be 
"  found  who  will  be  able  to  improve  the  art  gf 
"  painting  *." 

'   ":     <<  There 

) 

•  This  perfon,  indeed^  we  have  the  Ijonour  to  poilef^ 

jit  prcfent  in  thij  country:  **  an  ingcnibws^Critic^**- ^ 

-  <;  c  3  Dr% 
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"  There  are  nine  things  in  painting,**  adds 

Pouffin,  in  this  Letter  to  M.  de  Chambrai, 

"  which  can  never  be  taught,  and  which  are 

"  effential  to  that  art.     To  begin  with  the 

**  fubjed  of  it,  it  (hould  be  noble,  and  receive 

^^  no  quality  from  the  perfon  who  treats  it; 

"  and,  to  give  opportunity  to  the  painter  to 

^*  fhew  his  talents  and  his  induftry,  it  muft 

' "  be  taken  as  capable  of  receiving  the  moft 

"  excellent  form.    A  painter  fliould  begin  with 

**  difpofition,   then   ornament    ftiould   follow, 

**  then  agreement  of  the  parts,  beauty,  grace, 

*^  fpirit,  coftume,  regard  to  nature  and  pro- 

"  bability;  and  judgment  above  all.     Thefe 

"  laft  muft  be  in  the  painter  himfelf,  and 

Dr.  Johnfon,  in  his  Life  of  Milton,  with  great  Juftice 
defignates  him  ;  a  Qcntleman  whofe  ardour  for  art  is  cx« 
ceeded  only  by  his  intelligence  in  it;   whofe  extreme 
delicacy' of- tafte  is   reftrained   by  his  candonr;   whofe 
great   power  of  judging  criticaljy  is  fufpended  by  his 
earned  defire  to  find  out  beauties,  and  whofe  liberality 
toward  the  profefTors  of  art  is  bounded  only  by  his  fa- 
culty of,  extending  it :  in  whom  the  love  of  the  beautiful 
yields  only  to  the  love  of  the  good  ;  in  whofe  intelledual 
chara6ier  fagacity   is  combined   with  inveftigation,  and 
knowledge  with  ingenuity  5  and  whofe  moral  charafter  ti'\e 
union  of  the  Graces  with  the  Virtues  renders  no  lefs  amia- 
ble than  exemplary.     The  iketch  of  this  cbarader  muft 
have  been  delineated  with  more  than  the  ufual  infelidty 
of  the  pen  that  attempts  it,  if  it  fliould  be  neceifary  to 
append  to  it  the  nsime  of  W11J.1AM  Lock,  EsQ;,of  Nor- 
t^ry  Park,  SurQr» 

*^  cannot 
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**  cannot  be  taught.  It  is  the  gulden  bough 
**  of  Virgil,  that  no  one  can  either  find  or 
**  pluck  unlefs  his  happy  ftar  condufts  him  to 
**  it.  Thefe  nine  points  contain  many  things 
*^  worthy  to  be  defcribed  by  good  and  by  in- 
**  telligerit  pens." 

A  perfori  of  quality  having  one  day  fliewn 
this  great  Painter  a  pidure  done  by  himfelf, 
he  faid,  "  Signore^  non  vi  manca  ch^tin  poco  di 
"  neceffita — You  only  want  a  little  poverty.  Sir, 
**  to  make  yooi  a  good  Painter." 

Cardinal  Maflimi,  who  was  a  great'  admirer 
of  Pouffin,  vifited  hinj  often  when  he  was  at 
Rome,  and  one  evening  ftaid  with  him  till  it 
was  dark.  On  his  taking  leave  of  him,  Pouffia 
followed  him  to  the  door  with  a  lamp,  an4 
conduced  him  to  his  carriage.  "  How  I  pity 
"  you,  M.  Pouffin,'*  faid  the  Cardinal,  "  for 
"  not  having  a  fervant ! " — ** And  I,  Sir,"  replied 
Pouffin,  "  pity  you  much   more  for  having 

^*  fuch  a  number." 

I 

I 
Pouffin's  great  work  is  his  fuite  of  the  Se^^ea 

Sacraments,  which  ^e  wonderfully  well  com- 

pofed,  and  moft  exquifitely  executed ;  that  of 

Marriage  is  faid  to  be  reprefented  in  a  mora 

feeble  manner  than  the  reft.    This  gave  rife 

s.  c  C  4  to 
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to  the  French  Epigram,  "  Qu'un  bon  marri^^e 
^*  ejijifficile  afqir^  mme  en  peinture.*' 

This  great  Mafter  did  not  me^t  with  that 
patronage  and  applapfe  in  his  own  country, 
to  which  he  was  fo  eminently  entitled.  His 
fimphcity  of  ftyle  and  his  chaftity  of  colouring 
did  not,  perhaps,  pleafe  his  countrymen;  fo 
that  he  twice  took  refuge  in  Rome,  where  hi^ 
talents  met  with  ^inds  congenial  to  them. 
^t  that  city  he  died  in  1665,  at  the  age  of 
feventy-one.  His  life  is  written  by  M.  Bellori, 
who  Hkewife  honoured  his  memory  with  thefe 
Ijnes : 

Parcepih  lachrymis^  vhlt  Pus  sinus  in  urnq. 
Vivere  qui  dederat^  nefcius  ipfe  mori. 
•    JTic  tamen  ipfe  filet ;  ft  vis  audire  loquentem^ 
Mirum  eji  !  in  tabulis  vivit  et  ehquitur. 
Weep  not  for  Pouflin ;  he  lives  in  the  grave  f 
How  can  he  die,  who  life  to  others  gave  ! 
Yet  there  he  is  lilent.     Would  you  hear  I^im  fpe^kjt 
|Iis  voice  in  his  impreffive  pidur^s  fcek. 

As  Pouflin  was  one  day  attending  a  ftrang^r 
to  flicw  him  the  ruins  of  Rome,  the  traveller 
cxprefled  a  defire  to  take  with  him  into  his 
own  country  fome  piece  of  antiquity.  Pouffin 
told  him  that  he  would  gratify  his  wifh ;  and- 
(k)oping  down  to  the  ground,  brought  up  a 
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handful  of  earth,  mixed  with  fome  fmall  pieecs 
©f  porphyry  and  marble  nearly  reduced  to 
powder,  "  Take  them  for  your  Cabinet,*' 
(aid  Pouffin,  *^  ^nd  fay  boWIy,  Queja  e  R^ma 
^^  Anticar 

The  Crucifixion  is  a  fubjeft  on  which  the 
art  of  Painting  has  been  long  employed,  and 
has  been  in  general  treated  in  the  fame  unin^ 
terefting  manner.  Pouffin  has  treated  it  like 
a  Poet,  and  has  added  circumftances  of  horror 
which  have  efcaped  other  Painters.  He  has 
chofen  the  moment  at  which  the  Son  of  God 
and  the  Saviour  of  Mankind  has  juft  expire^ 
on  the  Crofs,  under  a  black  and  a  lurid  iky, 
rendered  dill  more  fomhre  and  horrid  by  fome 
glimpfes  of-  the  Moon,  which  appears  to  have 
hid  its  head,  in  execration  of  the  dreadful  aft 
jpfl.  committed.  On  a  line  with  thp  Crofs, 
i?  the  Centurion  with  his  guard,  and  fome 
women;  and  underneath  it  are  fome  foldiers, 
who  are  cafting  lot$  for  the  vefture  of  Him 
\yho  is  on  the  Crofs.  Three  or  four  figures  of 
t^^  Pei»d  rife  out  gf  the  ground  (a  circumftance 
pientioned  by  the  Evangelifts  to  have  taken' 
place  at  the  time),  and  are  feen  by  one  of  the 
ibldiers ;  who,  in  an  attitude  of  the  extremeft 
Ig^rror,  draws  his  fword. 

PouffiQ 
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Pouffin  ftudied  the  Antique  With  the  gfeiateff 
diligence,  and  engrafted  its  various  beauties 
and  excellencies  into  his  works.  Raphael  was 
his  fevourite  among  the  Moderns,  of  whom  h^ 
ufed  to  fay,  "  that  the  Moderns  were  afles 
"  in  comparifon  of  Raphael,  yet  that  he  waa 
**  an  afe  when  compared  with  the  Antients.'* 

The  great  Priiice  of  Condc  was  defirous 
to  have  a  pidure  painted  by  this  mafter.  Pouf- 
fin thus  wrote  to  his  friend  upon  that  occa-- 
fion: 

**  I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  remem- 
**  brance  of  me,  and  the  kindnefs  you  have 
*\  done  me  in  not  reminding  his  Highnefs  of 
*'  his  intention  to  have  one  of  my  piftures. 
*'  He  applied  too  late  to  have  juftice  done  tc> 
"  his  japplication.  I  am  become  too  infirm,i 
"  and  the  palfy  prevents  me  from  woriking.  It 
*^  is  now  fome  time  fince  Ihave  left  oiF  painting, 
*•  and  I  think  of  nothing  but  of  preparing 
^  myfelf  for  death.  My  body  is  already  gone. 
"  There  are  xxo  hopes  of  life :  it  is  all  over  witk 
**  mer 

The  infcription  put  upon  Pouflin's  monu- 
ment by  his  friend  M.  Nicaife  be^ns  thus,  and 

well 
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well  dcfcribes  the  fuccefsful  diligence  of  th» 
great  Artift : 

D.  O.  M. 

Nic.  Poujftno  GaUlc9 

PiSiorifua  atatis  Primario 

^i  Artem 

Dum  pertinaci  Jludio  profequitur^ 

Brevi  afficutusj  po/ied  vicit. 


RUBENS, 

no  lefs  a  Scholar  than  a  Painter,  animated  the 

efforts  of  his  pencil  by  enriching  his  imagination 

with  paffages  from  Homer  and  from  VirgiL 

Thefe  he  occaifionally  repeated  as  he  was  working 

at  his  eafel,  and  called  in  the  affiftance  of  the 

fifter  Art  to  aid  the  poetry  of  the  pencil  by 

the  painting  of  words.     With  what  fjiccefs  he 

thus  conjoined  the  Sifter  Arts,  his  celebrated 

Gallery  of  the  Luxemburgh  will  evince,  which 

has  long  been  the  admiration  of  mankind,, for 

magic  of  colouring,  fertility  of  invention,  and 

grandeur  of  compofition.     Guido  ufed  to  fay, 

that  no  one  put  figures   together  fo  well  as 

Rubens ;  and  indeed,  whoever  attends  to  the 

laft  piiEture  in  the  Gallery  of  the  Luxemburgh, 

that  of  the  Coronation  of  the  Queen  at  St. 

Denis,  muft  allow?  that  it  has  never  been  ex- 

cepded 
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fseeded  in  juftnefs,  or  in  iplendor  and  mag'« 
nificence  of  compolition. 

Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds  ufed  to  fay,  that  the 
moft  grand  as  well  as  the  moft  perfcft  piece 
ci  compofition  in  the  world,  was  that  of  Ru- 
|)cn's  pifture  of  the  Fall  of  the  Damned,  in 
the  Gallery  of  Duffeldorf.  The  fubjeft  is 
dreadful;  and  th^  Ikill  and  artifice  of  defign 
which  arc  difplayed  in  combining  together  fo 
varied,  fo  heterogeneous^  and  fo  horrid  a  mafs 
is  wonderful,  and  exhibits  the  great  inventioa 
no  lefs  th^n  the  compofition  of  the  piafler. 

Rubens  is  a  flriking  inflance,  how  much 
cafier  it  is  to  give  precepts  than  to  praftife 
them.  In  his  "  Treatife  on  Painting,'*  he 
advifes  the  fludent  to  fludy  with  the  utmofl 
diligence  the  works  of  the  Antients^^  in  the 
remains  of  their  fta4:ues  and  bas  reliefs  :  yet  in 
his  Luxemburg  Gallery,  when  he  introduces 
the  Apollo  Belvidere,  he  makes  rather  an  Apolla 
q(  Flanders  than  of  Greece. 

The  Crucifixion  of  St.  Peter  with  his  head 
downwarcjs,  was  the  Ufl  of  Rubens*  Works^ 
and  that  which  he  adoiired  the  mofl :  he  gave 
it  to  a  Church  in  his  native  town  of  Cologne* 
The  compofition  of  his  celebrated  Taking  Dowii 
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&ovii  the  Crofe  is  faid  to '  have  been  borrowed 
exadly  from  an  old  Print :  the  origioai  is 
indeed  excellent ;  and  Rubens,  in  a  moment  of 
idlenefs,  might  perhaps  think  .that  he  could  not 
go  beyond  it. 

To  the  talents  of  a  Painter,  Rubens  added 
all  the  virtues  of  a  Clxriftian,  and  the  graces 
of  a  Gentleman.  He  feems  to  have  been 
extremely  liberal^  and  to  have  painted  maay 
pidiures  for  Churches  and  Convents  from  mo- 
tives of  piety  and  charity.  Tliefe  appear  to 
have  been  fome  of  the  happieft  efforts  of  his 
pencil,  no  iefs  with  refpeft  to  their  execution, 
than  the  motives  which  infpired  them. 


tE  sueur;  ' 


This  excellent  Painter  was  pupil  to  Simon 
Vouet.  He  foon  furpafled  his  mafter,  and, 
though  he  had  never  quitted  France,  became, 
in  fome  points  of  the  art,  one  of  the  firft 
painters  of  his  time..'  His  contemporary  Le 
Brun  appears  to  have  been  very  jealous  of  his 
fuperior  talents ;  for,  on  hearing  of  his  deaths 
he  malignantly  faid,  "  I  feel  now  as  if  I  had  a 
^  thorn  jufl.  taken  out  of  my  foot/'  .    .- 
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Lc  Suetir  died  yoUng,  and  left  behind  hiir 
mauy  works  ^  fuch  ^  The  Cloifter  of  th6 
Chartreux  ^t  Paris,  Alcxatider  sthd  hit  Phyfi- 
cian,  &c,  that  might  rival  the  works  of  the 
greateft  painters  for  elegance  of  defign,  beauty 
of  form,  and  truth  of  exprcffion*  In  colouring 
he  was  defeftive,  that  meretricious,  and  ambi- 
iious  appendage'  of  the  art  where  it  is'exercifed 
tipon  great  fubjcfts,  and  embtaces  extedfivc 
compofitions,  the  appropriated  effefts  of  which 
can  be  as  well  produced  in  Maro  vfcuro. 


BOUCHARtHDN. 


A  MORE  unbiafled  and  more  unequivocal 
teftimony  was  never  afforded  to  the  merit  of* 
the  Iliad  of  Homef,  than  that  given  by  this 
fculptor.  By  fome  accident  he  ftumbled  on 
the  old  ttiifcrable  tranflation  of  Homer  into 
Frendi  verfe,  and  the  images  which  it  fupplicd 
to-  a  man  of  his  ardent  imagination  ftrucfc  him 
fo  forcibly,  that  he  told  one' of  his  friends  foon 
afterwards,  "  I  met  the  other  day  with  an  old 
^  French  book  that  I  had  never  feen  before* 
•*  It  is  called  Homer's  Uiad,  I  think.  I  do 
*  not  know  how  it  is,  but  fince  I  have  read  it, 
**  men  appear  to  me  to  be  fifteen  feet  high, 
**  and  I  cannot  get  a  wink  of  fleep  at  night/' 

D'Alembert, 
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D'Alemhert,  whp  mentions  this  anecdote  %s, 
thajt  he  Qncc  hcpird  an  ^rtift  talk  nearly  tte 
iame  language  to  him^^  ^*  and  who,"  adds  he, 
"  in  fpeaking  like  Bouchaxdoc^,  did  xiot  ^)calc 
*'  aft^him." 

The  fpeech  of  Bouchardon  to  his  friend  x^ 
fpefting  Homer  induced  the  celebrated  Count 
Caylus  to  fet  about  a  little  work,  of  gr«at  ufe  to 
painters  and  to  fculptors,  entitled,  "  Tabkauic 
**  tiries  J" Homered'  odavo.— "  Subjefts  for  Ar- 
«  tifts,  taken  from  the  Iliad  and  the  Odyff^  of 
''  Homer." 


CHARLES  THE  FIFTHy 

BUKE    OF    LORRAINE. 
'        [1675—1690.]^ 

Tris  great  and  unfortunate  Prince,  accord* 
ing  to  Henault,  fucdeeded  to  his  uncle  Charles 
the  jpourth,  not  fo  much  in  his  Duchy  as  in 
the  hopes^of  recovering  it,  it  having  been  wrefted 
from  him  by  Louis  the  Fourteenth.  He-  took 
as  the  motto  t6  his  ftandards,  "  Jut  nunc,  aut 
**  nunquam ;"  but  was  not  the  more  fuccfefsful, 
the  ^farflial  Crequi  coj[)tinu^lly  preventing^  his 
entrance  into  his  dominions.  He  was  mpr^ 
§  fortunate. 
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fortunate,  however,  when  he  fought  for  others^ 
tand  gained  for  his  relation  Leopold  Emperor 
of  Germany  (whdfe'dufe  he  had  efpoufed) 
many  victories,  both  over  his  rebellious  fubjedl's 
and  over  the  Turks.  He  was  a  Prince  of  great 
iionotir  ahd  piety,  and^  according  to  Marlhal 
Berwick,  fo  difintefefted,  that  when  the  Eihpe- 
ror  was  difpofed  to  go  to  war  with  France  (which 
,was  the  only  chance  the  Duke  had  of  recover- 
ing his  Duchy),  he  wrote  to  him  to  tell  him, 
that  he  ought  to  prefer  the  general  good  of 
Chriftian?ty  to  his  private  animofities^  and  that 
if  at  that  particular  period  he  would  employ  all 
hiS  forces  in  Hungary  againft  the  Turfcs,  he 
could  nearly  promife  him  to  drive  thofe  infidels 
out  of  Europe* 

Hie  Emperor  agreed  to  this  magnanimous 
propofal  of  the  Duke  of  Lorraine,  and  fent  to 
him  to  Qortie  to  him  at  Vienna,  to  take  the  com- 
ihand  of  his  atrmies.  On  his  journey  he  ^as 
taken  ill  of  a  fever,  and,  a  few  hours  before  hi 
died,  wrote  the  foJlowing  letter  to  the  Emperor^ 
which  breathes  the  Ipirit  of  a  Man,  a  HerO/ 
and  a  Chriftian  :^ 

^  Slrey     . 

•^AxrssiTot  que  j^ai  regu  vos  orcfrfes,  jd 
*'  ftris  p^rti  d'Inlpruk  pour  me  rendre  a  Viennei 

*'  mai& 
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*'*  mais  je  me  trouve  arretc  ici  par  hs  ordres 
^*  d*un  plus  grand  M^tre.  Je  pars,  et  je  vais 
"  lui  rendre  compte  d'une  vie  que  j'aurois  con- 
**  facrce  k  votre  fervice.  Souvenez-vous,  Sire> 
**  que  je  quitte  une  femme  qui  vous  touche, 
"  des  enfans  auxquels  je  ne  laifle  que  mpn 
"  epee,  et  mes  fujets  dans  Toppreflion. 

"  Charles*.'*^ 

Louis  the  Fourteenth,  on  hearing  of  the  death 
of  the  Duke  of  Lorraine,  nobly  exclaimed,  "  I 
*'  have  then  loft  the  braveft  and  the  moft  ge-^ 
'*  nerous  enemy  I  ever  had.     His  leaft  excel* 
"  lence  was  that  of  being  a  Prince*'* 

•  Sire, 

**  As  foon  as  t  received  your  commands,  I  fet^out  for 
"  Infpruck,  on  my  way  to  Vienna;  but  1  find  myfelf 
*'  flopped  in  that  city  by  the  orders  of  a  greater  Mafler.  I 
**  depart,  and  am  going  to  give  him  an  account  of  a  lifc^  ^ 
**  that  t  would  otherwife  have  confecrated  to  your  fervice. 
"  Remember,  Sire,  that  I  leave  behind  me  a  wife  who  is 
"  your  relation,  children  to  whom  I  have  nothing  to  give 
**  but  my  fword^  and  my  fubje6ls  who  are  in  a  ftate  of 
**  oppreflion* 

•<  ChaJlles;" 
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suHnamed  the   well -beloved. 

[1715— 1774-] 

This  Monarch,  on  feeing  the  tomb5  of 
Charles  the  Bold;  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  of 
Margiaret  of  Auftria,  exclaimed,  ^*  Behold  the 
•*  cradle  of  all  our  wars  !*' 

Wten  he  was  before  the  walls  of  Menin,  in 
.Flatiders,  he  was  told,  that  if  he  chofe  to  riilc 
an  attack,  that  place  would  be  taken  four  days 
fooner  than  it  otherwife  would  be.  ^^  Let  us 
"  take  it  then,'*  replied  he,  "  four  days  later. 
"  I  had  rather  lofe  thefe  four  days,  than  one  of 
*5  my  fubjeds." 

He  was  a  man  of  good  fenfe,  but  of  no  great 
reading:  he  ufed,  however,  to  aftonifli  the  No- 
blemen who  made  up  his  party  in  the  evening, 
by  the  apparent  knowledge  he  had  of  what  was 
going  on  in  the  literary  world  at  Paris.  He  re- 
ceived every  week  a  precis  of  every  new  book 
that  was  publiftied  iji  that  Capital,  made  for  him 
by  one  of  his  attendants. 

"  On  hearing  of  his  death,"  fays  Brotier,  ^'  a 
**  great  Monarch  exclaimed,   "  Louis  was.  ^ 

*^  man 
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man  of  uprightnefs  and  integrity.  I  have 
known  him  by  a  long  epiftolary  corrcfpond- 
ence  which  we  kept  up  together." 


Louis  had,  however,  the  weaknefs  of  giving 
to  his  Minifters  only  a  part  of  his  confidence ; 
he  fet  fpies  upon  them;  and  the  Count  de 
Broglio,  brother  of  the  Marfhal  of  that  name, 
was  at  the  head  of  his  fecret  and  private  Cabi- 
net, which  not  unfrequently  countera&ed  th« 
plans  of  his  public  and  acknowledged  Admi- 
niftration. 


LOUIS,  DAUPHIN, 

SON   TO   LOUIS   THE   FIFTEENTH. 

This  French  Germanicus  was  educated  by 
the  virtuous  and  intelligent  Marfhal  de  Muy, 
and  did  complete  juftice  to  the  pains  that  his 
excellent  Governor  took  for  his  education.  **  A 
"  Dauphin,"  faid  this  Prince,  "fliould  be  a 
^'*  mere  cypher  in  the  Government  of  France, 
"  whilft  a  King  of  that  Country  (hould  endea- 
"  vour  to  do  every  thing." 

When  Louis  the   Fifteenth  prefented    the 

Dauphin,  then  a  very  young  mjyi,  to  the  Prince 

of  Conti,  he  faid,  "  Well,  coufin,  what  do  you 

D  D  2  **  think 
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"  think  of  my  fon  ?"— "  Sire,"  replied  he,  "  // 
"  hit  manque  Jeulement  un  air  du  College : — All 
"  that  he  wants,  Sire,  is  to  have  been  brought 
**  up  at  a  public  fcminary ;  he  wants  that  free- 
**  dom  and  opennefs  of  manner,  that  pojOTeffion 
"  ofhimfelf,  which  an  aiTociation  with  young 
"  men  of  his  own  age  alone  can  give  him  *." 

IHe  ufed  to  fay,  "  That  a  Sovereign  rfiould 
•*  avoid  war,  without  appearing  to  be  afraid  of 
^  it ;  carry  it  on  with  fpirit,  without  loving  it ; 
^'  be  the  firft  to  brave  that  danger  that  other 
"  pcrfons  were  incurring ;  fhed  his  own  blood 
"  with  courage,  and  fpare  that  of  his  fub- 
"  jefts." 

To  induce  the  Dauphin  to  alk  for  a  greatef 
allowance  than  his  father  granted  him,  fome  of 
the  perfons  about  his  Court  told  him,  that  the 
Dauphin,  the  only  fon  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth, 
had  a  lai^er  income  than  himfelf.  "  Indeed,'* 
faid  he,  **  I  Ihould  be  very  happy  to  have  my 


•  The  French  Writer  who  tells  this  anecdote  ob- 
ferveSf  <•  That  all  the  French  Princes  who  have  diftin- 
•*  guiflied  themfelves  were  educated  at  a  public  feminary, 
"  as  the  great  Prince  of  Cond^  and  his  Brother  at  the 
"  College  Royal,  and  the  late  Prince  of  Conti  at  that  of 
*♦  Harcourt.'* 

<^  penfion 
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^'  penfion  increafed,  were  it  not  raifed  upoujny 
"  father's  fubjefts." 

"  Ignorance/'  faid  he,  "  is  the  greateft  mif- 
"  fortune  that  can  happen  to  a  Prince.  It'  is 
"  but  feldom  that  a  King  forms,  in  cool  blood, 
"  a  defign  to  enflave  his  people.  Humanity 
**  oppofes  it,  and  his  own  intereft  deters  him 
"  from  it.  Ignorance  alone  prevails  upon  him 
**  to  attempt  it.  Ignorance  then  is  the  fourcp 
*^  of  all  his  miferies." 

"  A  Prince,"  he  obfervcd,  "  holds  his  exift* 
*^  ence  in  the  political  woild  by  his  authority 
"  only.  Not  to  be  perfeftly  acquainted  with 
"  its  origin,  its  extent,  and  its  bounds,  or  to 
"  know  them  but  fuperficially,  is  neither  to 
**  know  the  nature  nor  the  properties  of  hi$ 
"  exiftence," 

The  names  of  the  children  of  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily of  France  were  ufed  to  be  infcribed  in  the 
parifh  regifter  of  Verfailles ;  the  Dauphin  took 
his  children  one  day  with  him  to  the  Church  of 
that  Town,  and,  opening  the  regifter  before 
them,' thus  addreffed  them:  **  Obferve,  my  good 
"  children,  your  names  following,  in  regular 
**  order,  the  names  of  the  pooreft  and  of  the 
*'  loweft  of  my  father's  fubjefts.  Religion  and 
^'  Nature  know  no  diftin(^ion:  Virtue  alon^ 
PJ>  3  ^^  makes 


Digitized 


by  Google 


4C6  LOUIS,    DAUPHIN. 

"  oiakes  the  difference  between  one  perfon  and 
"  another;  and  perhaps  he  whofe  name  you 
"  precede  in  this  book  may  appear  greater  in 
**  the  eyes  of  God,  than  you  may  appear  in 
"  thofe  of  mankind/* 

The  Dauphin,  with  his  ufual  paternal  folici- 
tude,  caufed  a  book  to  be  written  for  the  ufe  of 
his  eldeft  fon,  the  late  unfortunate  King  of 
France  (a  book  now  become  ufelefs)/«r  le  droit 
public  de  France^ 


DUKE  OF  ORLEANS, 

REGENT   OF   FRANCE. 

DucLos  fays  of  this  Prince,  "  He  was  by 
"  nature  humane,  compaflionate,  liberal,  and 
"  brave.  He  would  have  been  a  virtuous  man, 
"  could  any  one  be  virtuous  without  princi- 
*'  pies."  His  Uncle  (Louis  the  Fourteenth) 
faid  of  him,  *^  that  he  was  mfanfaron  des  crimes  ^ 
*^  and,"  added  this  Monarch,  "  I  really  believe, 
"  that  if  the  Duke  of  Orleans  were  to  be  fe- 
"  rioufly  ill,  he  would  have  recourfe  to  relicr 
**  and  to  holy  water." 

Mr.  Pope,  fpeaking  of  him,  fays, 
«^  A  Godlefe  Regent  tremble  at  a  Star  !*' 

§  Duclos, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


DUKE    OF    ORLEANS.  ^  407 

Duclos,  in  confirmation  of  his  f^cafm  upon 
the  Duke's  foolifli  fears  and  idle  fuperftition, 
fays,  "  that  the  Duke  ufed  to  run  after  every 
**  fortune-teller  and  aftrologer  that  came  to 
**  Paris,  and  exhibited  in  his  charader  all  the 
"  credulous  curiofity  of  a  chamber-m^aid/* 

The  Duke  was  a  man  of  talents,  a  Mufician, 
a  Chemift,  and  a  Painter;  and  he  was  niorc 
pleafed  with  the  compliments  paid  to  him  on 
his  fuppofed  excellence  in  any  of  thefe  arts, 
than  on  any  attention  or  flattery  beftowed  upon 
his  rank  or  his  courage. 

The  Regent  one  day  gave  his  drawing-mafter 
the  choice  of  two  piftures  from  his  Gallery.  He 
folicited  two  that  were  painted  by  his  Royal 
Highnefs.  They  were  of  courfe  prefented  to 
him,  with  a  thoufand  louis  d'ors,  as  a  reward 
for  the  juftnefs  of  his  tafte. 

The  Duke  diftinguifhed  himfelf  extremely  as 
a  General  in  Spain,  and  was  a  man  of  great 
fenfe  and  great  eloquence ;  yet,  from  the  want 
of  the  proper  direftion  of  this  aflemblage  of  ta- 
lents, his  life  was  pafled  in  a  manner  neither 
happy  nor  honourable  to  himfelf,  nor  ufeful  to 
others.  His  mother  ufed  to  fay  of  him,  that 
4t  his  birth  all  the  fairies  in  the  neighbourhood 
p  D  4  wer^ 
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were  invitefl  to  beftow  their  favours  upon  him, 
except  one  who  was  left  out  by  accident.  She 
in  revenge  faid,  that  fhe  would  make  all  their 
gifts  inefficacious,  by  rendering  the  child  inca^ 
pable  of  making  a  good  ufe  of  them 

Many  of  the  Regent's  bons  mots  remain :  His 
definition  of  the  perfons  who  frequent  the  Courts 
of  Sovereigns,  and  are  in  place  with  every  Ad-^ 
miniftration,  is  excellent:  ^^  Ce  font  des parf aits 
^^  courtefans ;  Us  ont  ni  honneur  ni  humeur.^^  To 
fbme  Ecclefiaftic  of  diftindtion  whofe  character 
was  indifferent,  and  who  on  foliciting  the  Regent 
for  a  Bifliopric  told  him  that  he  fhould  be  dif- 
honoured  if  he  was  not  placed  in  that  fituation, 
he  replied,  "  Sir,  I  had  much  rather  that  you 
^^  fliQuld  be  difhonoured  than  myfelf.'* 

The  good  Staniilaus  King  of  Poland,  driven 
from  his  dominions  by  the  ferocious  Charles  the 
Twelfth,  took  refuge  in  JPafis,  where  he  was  fup- 
ported  at  the  expence  of  the  Court  of  France. 
Some  one  complained  to  the  Regent  of  the 
great  fum  of  money  which  this  exiled  Mo- 
narch's fupport  coft,  and  wiftied  him  to  leave 
France.  "  Sir,"  replied  (he  Duke  of  Orleans 
nobly,  "  France  has  been,  and  I  truft  ever  will 
*^  be,  the  refuge  of  unfortunate  Princes :  and  I 
^^  Ihall  moil  certainly  not  permit  it  to  be  vio-  ^ 

'-  latecl, 
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*^  lated,  when  fo  excellent  a  Prince  as  the  King 
^*  of  Poland  comes  to  claim  it,'* 

England  has  done  itfelf  immortal  honour,  by 
the  protection  it  has  afforded  to  the  Emigrant 
Nobility  and  Priefthood  of  France  during  the 
late  unparalleled  Revolution  in  that  country. 

The  liberality  and  generpfity  which  the  Bri- 
tifti  Nation  in  general  fliewed  to  the  unfortunate 
French  who  have  refided  among  them  gave  oc- 
cafion  to  the  following  lines  in  1791,  to  intro- 
duce a  Lady  of  birth,  of  elegance,  and  of  talents, 
to  the  notice  of  the  Public  as  9,  finger, 

TO    MADAME    DE    S ^^ 

From  Gallic  horrors,  and  Sedition's  roar. 
Welcome,  fweet  Syren,  to  the  Britifh  fhore! 
From  his  fam'd  lyre  fuch  notes  Amphion  drew. 
And  ftraight  Bceotia's  ftones  to  order  flew, 
Leap'd  into  form,  obedient  to  command,   " 
And  own*d  the  magic  of  the  mafter*s  hanc|. 

Hadft  thou  ^ttun'd  thy  fweetly-founding  ftring. 
Thine  and  thy  injur'd  Country's  wrongs  to  fing; 
Hadft  thou  bewail'd,  in  thy  all-powerful  ftrain. 
Thy  King  a  captive,  and  his  Nobles  flainj 
Whilft  la\v  and  right,  the  fanftuary  and  throne. 
One  equal  wreck,  one  monftrous  ruin  own ; 
Nor  ^ge  nor  fex  whilft  Hell-born  Rapine  (pares, 
'J'he  hoary  prelate  frofji  the  altar  tears. 

The 
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The  lacred  cloyfter's  reverend  gloom  invades,  • 
Drags  into  day  the  Heaven-devoted  maids ! 
And  (fliame!  oh  fliame!)  pollutes  their  pious  ears 
With  tjmnts  profane,  and  with  indecent  jeers  j— 
The  furious  rabble  fure  had  karnt  to  feel, 
Rebellion's  felf  had  fheath'd  its  murd'rous  ftecl; 
Difcord  for  once  had  bade  her  horrors  ceafe. 
And  thou  hadft  footh'd  the  madd'ning  herd  to  Peace ! 

How  vain  the  thought !  for  Gallia's  modern  race 
The  antient  fathers  of  their  foil  difgrace. 
No  more  with  zeal  their  Monarch  they  obey; 
No  more  they  bend  to  B^uty.'s  fofter  fway  j 
-    Traitors  to  every  power  they  once  ador'd. 
And  true  to  Licence  only  and  the  Sword ! 
A  Bourbon  now,  robb'd  of  his  vaft  domain, 
His  fubjefts  loyalty  implores  in  vain; 
Proud  Auftria's  daughter,  Gallia's  beauteous  Queen, 
Bleft  with  each  grace  of  Pallas'  lofty  mien, 
Difplays  her  mournful  majefty  of  charms 
Unheeded  'midft  the  din  of  civil  arms : 
.  Their  Royal  child,  with  fad  affright  oppreft. 
In  vain  feeks  refuge  in  a  parent's  breaft ; 
In  vain  his  helplefs  fuppliant  arms  extends. 
No  pity  foothes,  no  pious  care  befriends, 
Whilft  with  a  trembling  voice  and  ftreaming  ^ycsj 
"  O  fpare  my  mother — fpare  your  Queen,"  he  cries, 
(Patron  of  wretched  Gaul's  diftrafted  land, 
Oh  fainted  Monarch*,  arm  thy  vengeful  hand; 
Grafp  the  red  bolt,  avert  this  foul  difgrace. 
And  fave  the  glories  of  thy  facred  race !) 

♦  St.  Louis,  the  Tutelar  Saint  of  France,  from  whom 
the  prefent  Royal  Family  is  d^cnded. 

Then, 
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Then,  lovely  Syren,  welcome  to  tfeis  Me, 
Where  tempered  Liberty  has  deignM  to  finile ! 
Where  laws  in  Freedom's  happieft  hour  defigrt'd,n 
The  wonder  and  the  envy  of  mankind,  > 

With  equal  force  the  Peer  and  Peafant  bind  5     ^ 
Where  fcale  of  rank  but  fans  the  mind's  bright  fire. 
And  bids  it  tp»each  dignity  afpire; 
Where  Kings,  but  echoing  the  public  voice, 
Reign  by  true  right  divine,  their  people's  cbcncei 
No  lawlefs  fway,  no  baleful  power  confefs, 
Contented  only  with  the  power  to  blefsj 
Favour'd  Vicegerents  of  th*  Eternal  Throne 
In  mercy,  its  lov*d  attribute^  alone; 
Where  every  Mufe  has  fix'd  her  willing  fea^ 
Where  every  talent  finds  a  fure  retreat  j 
Where  foft  Humanity  (the  country's  boaft) 
Beckons  each  wand'ring  fufferer  to  the  coafh 
Here  whilft  thy  trembling  fingers  ftrike  the  lyre 
To  notes  of  horror  or  of  foft  defire, 
Thy  lips  in  fweet  vibration  pour  around 
Each  mingled  melody  of  vocal  found  j 
And  whilft,  refponfive  to  the  well-flruck  ftrings^ 
The  little  Loves  expand  their  purple  wings^ 
O'er  every  charm  of  thy  fair  form  prefide, 
And  each  compos'd  and  decent  motion  guide; 
Whilft  fad  remembrance  of  a  happier  fate 
(A  huft)and's  love,  a  father's  honour'd ftate ♦) 
For  one  (hort  paufc  arrefts  the  liquid  note. 
And  the  figh  lingers  in  thy  tuneful  throat ; 

•  Madame  de  S— »•»— 's  father  was  Under- Intendant  to 
M.  Bertier,  the  Intendant  of  Paris,  who  was  butchered  by 
the  mob  of  that  city  a  few  years  ago, 

Whilft 


Digitized 


by  Google 


41Z  DUKE    OF    ORLEANS. 

Whilft  warm  with  extacy  our  bofoms  glow. 
For  thy  fad  ills  the  generous  tears  Ihall  flow. 
Pity  with  tranfport  in  each  breaft  unite, 
Atid  fympathy  give  virtue  to  delight.  '  S. 

In  the  franknefs  and  opennefs  of  his  charafter, 
and  in « fome  degree  in  his  perfon,  the  Regent 
refembled  Henry  the  Fourth ;  and  he  was  much 
pleafed  when  any  one  noticed  the  refemblance  to 
him. 

The  Regent  was  a  good  judge  of  painting. 
The  colleftion  of  piftures  which  he  made  at  the 
Palais  Royal  was  a  very  fine  one,  and  united  in 
itfelfthe  coUeftions  of  Chriflina  Queen  of  Swe- 
den and  Cardinal  de  Richelieu,  with  the  addi- 
tions made  to  it  by  himfelf.  Spence  in  his 
*'  Anecdotes"  fays,  that  the  moft  coftly  pidlure 
in  the  coUedtion  was  the  Bel/e  Raphael  (^  it  is 
called),  and  that  it  coft  thirteen  hundred 
pounds.  Ten  thoufand  guineas  w^ere  offered 
lately,  by  a  Sovereign,  for  the  three  Maries  at 
the  Sepulchre  by  Annibal  Caracci.  A  French 
banker  bought  the  Italian  part  of  the  Collect 
tion ;  and  the  Flemifh  part  was  on  fale  in  Lon- 
don in  the  year  1 793, 

The  Regent's  fon,  on  fucceeding  his  father, 
ordered  Coypel  to  cut  to  pieces  all  the  indecent 

pifture?! 
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pidures  in  the  Palais  Royal.  This  order  was 
not  rigidly  complied  with,  as  feveral  of  thefe 
piAures  have  ihade  their  way  into  other  collec- 
tions^ as  thofc  of  Drcfdeil,  Berlin,  &c* 

La  Grange  had  written  a  moft  abufive  libel 
upon  the  Duke  of  Orleans  in  verfe:  it  was 
entitled  "  Les  Philippiques^'*  and  accufed  hini 
of  every  thing  that  was  bafe  and  fcandalous. 
The  Regent  fent  for  him,  and  afked  him  coolly, 
**  Whether  in  his  heart  he  believed  him  to  be 
"  fo  bad  a  man  as  he  had  reprefented  him.'* 
La  Grange  replied,  "  that  he  had  not  written 
"  a  fyllable  in  his  book,  that  he  did  not  be- 
"  iieve  to  be  true.''— "  Sir,"  replied  the  Re- 
gent, "  it  is  well  for  you,  that  you  are  of  that 
**  opinion ;  othenvife  I  fliould  have  ordered  you 
**  to  have  been  hung  up  immediately  *." 

On  his  being  appointed  Regent,  he  infifted 
on  being  allowed  the  power  of  pardoning.  "  1 
"have  no  objedVion,"  faid  he,"  to  have  my 
"  hands  tied  from  doing  harm  ^  but  I  will  have 
^  them  free  to  do  good." 

•  "  Nothing,'*  fays  Montefquieu,  "  fo  much  leflens 
"  the  characfler  of  great  men,  as  the  attention  they  pay 
*'  to  their  perfonal  injuries.  I  know  two  men  who  were 
"  entirely  infenfible  to  them,  Julius  Cac^far  and  the  Regeni 
"  Duke  of  Orleans." 

To 
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To  his  infant  Sovereign  he  behaved  with  the 
utxnoft  re(pedt,  and  took  great  pains  to  inftru^ 
him*  "  I  will  conceal  nothing  from  your 
•*  Majefty^"  faid  he  to  himi  *'.not  even  your 
••  faults." 

^f  The  Regent  died,"  fays  Duclps,  "  of  the 
••  indulgence  of  grofs  pleafures  [de  fa  chere 
^  cra'puki  as  he  terms  it),  in  fpite  of  the 
•^  advice  qf  his  Phyficians  and  of  his  friends. 
**  A  man,"  adds  Duclos,  "  quits  his  vices 
•*  in  general,  when  he  is  quitted  by  them :  the 
"  indulgence,  however,  of  grofs  pleafures  is 
"  too  apt  to  remain  with  him,  till  it  makes 
"  him  at  laft  fall  a  vidtim  to  its  pernicious 
•*  effeds." 


MADAME  DE  BAVIERE, 

MOTHER   OF    THE    REGENT   OF    FRANCE, 

is  thus  defcribed  by  Duclos :  "  She  was  ex- 
"  tremely  fond  of  her  fon,  though  (he  ,was 
"  much  diflatisfied  with  his  conduft*  This 
''  Princefs  had  great  good  fenfe,  was  a  woman 
"  of  virtue  and  of  honour,  much  attached  to 
**  the  decorum  of  her  fituation,  and  to  the 
"  etiquette  of  her  rank.  An  excellent  ftate 
•*  of  health  which  nothing  could  affedt,  and 

"  which 
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•*  which  prevented  her  from  requiring  any  de- 
^  licacy  with  refped  to  herfeif,  made  her  ap- 
*^  pear  harfh  and  unfeeling  to  others,  whom 
^*  flie  could  not  poffibly  fuppofe  to  Hand*  in 
**  need  of  any  kind  of  management  or  atten* 
**  tion  to  their  feelings.  She  was  a  Germani 
"  and  was  extremely  fond  of  perfons  of  that 
^  Nation:  indeed  it  was  fufficient  only  to  bfo 
^*  of  that  Nation  to  have  a  claim  to  her  atten- 
''  tion/' 

Some  extrafts  from  the  letters  of  this  Prin* 
cefs  to  Caroline  Queen  of  George  the  Second, 
were  printed  a  few  years  ago ;  they  are  curious, 
but  very  grbfs.  Mrs.  S- ,  who  was  Bed- 
chamber-woman to  Queen  Caroline,  lifed  to 
iay,  that  (he  remembered  perfectly  well  the 
Queen's  ?^ceiving  many  of  them,  and  that  (he 
occafionally  faid,  "  Thefe  are  letters  not  fit  for 
"  every  one  to  read." 

On  the  death  of  this  Princefs,  fome  one,  in 
allufion  to  the  extremely  vicious  character  of  her 
fon,  and  to  the  Proverb  that  has  had  its  fandion 
in  the  experience  of  all  ages  and  of  all  countries 
to  its  truth,  "  Idlenefs  is  the  'mother  of  Vice,'* 
wrote  upon  her  coffin,  "  C'ygyjl  POiJivetei  Her« 
«  lies  Idlenefs." 
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Cardinal  dubois. 

IThe  (peech  which  this  profligate  Minifler* 
delivered  to  the  Aflembly  of  the  Clergy,  was 
made  by  Fontenelle,  who  wrote  likewife  the 
Epitaph  for  his  Eminence^  which  he  managed 
extremely  well*  Having  nothing  to  fay  of  the 
good  qualities  of  the  deceafed  Cardinal,  he 
merely  adverted  in  it  to  the  height  of  his  fitua- 
tion,  and  the  uncertainty  of  power  and  of  dig- 
nity* After  the  enumeration  of  all  his  titles' 
and  employments,  he  adds  from  Scripture^ 
**  What  are  all  thefe  titles  and  honours  but 
"  the  changing  bow  of  Heaven,  and  the  va- 
"  pour  that  melts  into  air !  Paflenger,  intreat 
**  of  Heaven  for  the  deceafed  more  folid  and 
"  more  fubftantial  bleflings/' 

The  Monument  reprefents  the'  Cardinal  oil 
his  knees  with  a  book  op)en  before  him,  in  which 
there  is  infcribed  "  Mifefere  :^^  his  eyes  are 
turned  towards  the  body  of  the  church,  as 
if  to  intreat  continually  the  prayers  of  the 
congregation  for  him.  The  idea  of  it  was  fug- 
gefted  by  a  relation  of  his,  an  Ecclefiaftic  of 
great  merit. 

Dubois, 
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Dubois,  foon  after  the  Peace  of  Ryfwick, 
Was  in  England,  where  he  became  acquainted 
with  a  celebrated  Countefs  of  that  Nation, 
whom  he  ufed  to  call  "  la  plus  belle  Irregularite 
^^  du  Monder  One  of  her  friends,  fuppofing 
(no  doubt)  that  Dubois  would  become  one 
day  Prime  Minifter  of  France,  gave  him  this 
advice :  *'  Take  care  never  to  ferve  any  perfon 
^^  too  much  \  you  will  always  fuffer  for  it ;  and. 
**  I  fuppofe  that  you  are  hardly  enough  of  a 
"  Don  Quixote  to  pique  ypurfelf  on  the  glory 
"  ofmaking  a  man  ungrateful/* 

The  Cardinal,  who  had  been  exalted  from 
a  very  mean  lituation  to  the  rank  of  Prime 
Minifter  of  a  great  Countrj^  and  a  Prince  of 
the  Church,  ufed  occafionally  to  exclaim,  in 
the  mid  ft  of  all  his  confequence  and  fplendor 
(fo  much  envied  by  the  reft  of  mankind), 
**  Alas  !  how  happy  fliould  I  be,  were  I  to 
**  return  to  my  old  fituation  and  lodging  ill 
"  a  good  fecond  floor,  with  an  old  Gouvef- 
*'  nante,  and  with  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
"  a-year !"  The  obfervant  Fontenelle  ufed  to 
fay,  "  What  always  made  me  fatisfied  with  , 
V  my  low  condition  of  life,  was  to  fee  Cardinal 
"  Dubois  come  to  me  to  be  foothed  and  com- 
**  forted,  and  that  1  had  never  occafion  to  apply 
♦*  tohimforafimilarpurpofe." 

VOL.  iv^  £  K  Soon 
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Soon  after  the  Regent  had  made  Dubois  a 
Councillor  of  State,  he  fent  for  him,  and  taking 
him  by  the  hand  feid,  "  My  good  friend,  wc 
*^  muft  now  have  a  little  honefty :  I  muft  beg 
**  it  of  you  as  a  favour/* 

The  Cardinal  was  a  man  of  very  predfe  and 
accurate  converfation,  and  had  a  great  deal  of 
general  knowledge.  This  he  took  care  to  in* 
creafe,  by  always  leading,  with  great  dexterity, 
the  perfons  with  whom  he  was  converfing  to 
fubjeds  on  which  they  had  moft  knowledge  *. 

Mr.  Crawfurd,  in  one  of  his  di^atches  frotti 
the  Court  of  France,  after  giving  an  account  (rf 
the  laft  hours  of  the  Cardinal,  embittered  by  the 
moft  horrid  tortures  of  mind  and  of  body,  thus 
delineates  his  charader : 

**  His  Eminence  had  no  great  order  in  pri- 
**  vate  affairs,  nor  even  in  the  conduft  of  the 
"  great  detail  of  public  buiinefs  whidi  he  took 
"  upon  him;  fo  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
**  confufion  in  his   family,  and  amongft  his 

•  "  M.  de  Varillas,'*  fays  Menage,  "  told  me  one  day, 
*'  that  nine  parts  out  of  ten  of  what  he  knew,  he  had 
"picked  tip  m  converfetion.  On  refle<B:ing  a  little,*' 
adds  Menage,  *<  I  told  him  that  I  was  precifdy  in  the  lame 
**  fituation." 

«  Clerks 
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*•  Qerks  in  tlieir  different  ofSces.  He  Could 
"  never  bring  himfelf  to  diftribute  his  time 
"  of  doing  bufinefs  into  appropriated  hours 
"  and  days,  for  the  different  affairs  of  which  he 
**  undertook  the  detail;  and  by  this  means 
**  feldom  had  time  to  finifh  any  thing  but 
**  what  was  immediately  preffing,  and  remained 
**  almoft  in  a  continual  hurry  by  the  great 
*•  multiplicity  of  affairs  that  neceflarily  crouded 
**  upon  him  in  fuch  a  country  as  this  >  whilft 
**  he  let  every  one  khow,  that  it  was  to  him 
**  alone  they  muft  addrefs  themfelves,  if  they 
•*  expefted  to  fucceed  in  any  demand  they  had 
«  to  make.'' 

The  Cardinal,  whofe  papers  were  never  put 
in  any  order,  ufed  frequently,  in  fearching  after 
any  thing  he  wanted,  to  fwear  excefHvely.  One 
of  his  Clerks  told  him,  "  Your  Eminence  had 
**  better  hire  a  man  to  fwear  for  you,  and  then 
^  you  will  gain  fo  much  time/* 


yk.  LAW. 


This  celebrated  Projedor,  foon  after  his  arri- 
val at  Paris,  boafled,  "  that  he  would  make 
"  France  fo  powerful,  that  every  other  Nation 
"  in  Europe  Ihould  fend  AmbalTadors  to  it, 
E  E  2  *^  but 
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"  but  that  the  King  of  France  (hould  merely 
**  fcnd'Meflengers  to  the  other  Nations  *.'* 

A  friend  of  Law's  afked  him  one  day,  whe-. 
ther  it  were  true  that  he  was  going  to  war  with. 
'  England.  "  I  fliould  think,"  added  he>  "  that 
**  a  Minifler  like  yourfelf,  whofe  intereft  it  is 
*'  to  make  the  State  flourifli  by  cpmmerc^  and 
**  by  eftablifliments  that  require  peace,'would 
"  never  think  of  going  to  war."  Law  calmly 
replied,  "  Sir,  I  do  not  defire  war,  but  I  am  not 
"  afraid  of  it." 

Law  had  promifcd  his  mailer,  the  Regent, 
mountains  of  gold;  and  when  his  promifes  failed, 
the  Regent  fent  for  him,  called  him  by  all 
the  opprobrious  epithets  that  he  could  think  of 
— "  Knave,  Madman  !"  and  faid,  that  he  did 
not  know  what  hindered  him  from  fending 
him  to  tlie  Baflile,  for  that  there  never  was 
any  perfon  fent  there  who  deferved  it  fo  well 
as  himfelf, 

•  **  Jc  rendrai  la  France  fi  grande^  que  toutes  les  Natiofu 
**  de  r  Europe  enverront  des  Ambi^^eurs  a  Parity  et  k  Rif 
**  tCetp\icrYa  que  des  Couriers  J*  ♦ 
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M.  BOUDOU. 

This  eminent  Surgeon  was  one  day  Tent  for 
by  the  Cardinal  Dubois,  Prime  Miniftcr  of 
France,  to  perform  a  very  ferious  operation  upon 
him.  Tiie  Cardinal,  on  feeing  him  enter  the 
room,  laid  to  him,  "  You  muft  not  tisjpeft, 
^'  Sir,  to  treat  me  in  the  fame  rough  manner 
•*  as  you  treat  your  poor  miferable  wretches  at 
"  your  Hofpital  of  the  Hotel  Dieu.'*— "  My 
**  Lord,"  replied  M.  Boudou  with  great  dig- 
nity, "every  one  of  thofe  miferable  wretches^ 
**  as  your  Eminence  is  pleafed  to  call  them,  15 
I*  ^  Pn'r^-a  Mintfl^vi  iu  my  eyes," 


M.  DE  BELSUNCE,  - 

BJSHOP    OF    MARSEILLES. 


"  Marseill]Es*  good  Biihop"  was  of  the 
family  of  Belfunce  in  the  province  of  Guienne 
m  France.     He  had    taken   the   vows  as   a 
.  Jefuit,  and  became  afterwards  Bifliop  of  Mar- 
feilles.     In    confideration  of  the  eminent  fer- 
vices  he  rendered  to  that  city  during  the  plague 
that  vifited  it  in  1720,  the  Regent  offered  him 
the  richer  and  more  honourable  fee  of  Laon  in 
je  E  3  Picardy, 
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Picardy*     He  refufed  that  bifhopric,  giving  as 

fi  reafon,  his  unwillingnefs  to  leave  a  flock  that 

Jiad  bee^  jsndeared  to  him  by  their  fufferings : 

he  was,  however,  prevailed  upon  to  accept  of  a, 

peculiar  dlftinftion  with  refpeft  to  the  Court 

in  which  any  lawfuits  he  might  have  the  un-? 

happinefs  to  be  engaged  in  Ihould  be  tried. 

His  pious  and  intrepid  labours  are  commemo-f 

tated  in  a  picture  in  the  town-hall  of  Marfeilles, 

in  which  he  is  reprefented  in  his  epifcopal  habit^ 

attended  by  hb  almoners,  giving  his  benedi<5tion 

to  the  dying  and  the  dead  that  are  at  his  feet, 

leather  Vanniere,  in  his  ^^JPradium  Rufticum^^^ 

alludes  to  M.  de  Belfunce  in  thefe  ii|ies : 

t .    .     ni,i;/V^  qui  Praful  et  nurt      " 
ProdiguSj  qffiduis  animes  et  corpora  curh 
Suftinuity  mortem  vi/us  cakan  metumque^ 
Jntrepido  vqdens  perjirafa  cadavera  pajfu* 

Profufe  of  Kfe,  and  prodigal  of  gold, 

The  facred  Paftor  tends  his  fick'ning  fold} 

Repofe  of  bpdy  and  of  mind  difdains. 

To  calm  their  woes,  and  mitigate  their  pains } 

Bravely  defpifes  death,  ami  ev'ryfear, 

With  hdy  rites  their  drooping  hearts  to  chearj 

Vaft  heaps  of  dead  without  difp:iay  he  views, 

And  with  firm  ftep  his  gen'rous  way  purfues^ 

Some  Others  of  the  Biftiops  of  Provence^  ar^ 
Rientioned  with  refped  by  Father  Vanniere  for 
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their  humanity  and  exertions  on  tbi$  occafion, 
as  M.  de  Ventimilic,  Archbilhop  of  Aix,  &c. 

M>  de  Bdfiince  was  an  author.  Hd  wrote 
tbeiiiircs  df  his  Predeceffors  in  the  ScQ  of  Mar* 
fcilles,  and  f<Mne  religious  traAs, 


CARDINAL  FLEURY. 


WHBiJ  the  Abbe  de  St.  Pierre  ptefented  his 
projedt  of  a  perpetual  peace  *  to  this  wiley  and 
experienced  Minifter,  the  Cardinal  faid,  "  Sir,' 
^*  I  am  much  afraid  that  you  have  forgotten 
^^  the  preliminary  article*  You  have  forgotten 
^*  to  fend  a  troop  of  miffionaries,  to  difpofe 
**  the  hearts  and  the  minds  of  the  different 
^*  Sovereigns  of  Europe  towards  your  «cellent 
!*  projedt/' 

The  Cardinal,  like  our  excellent  Minifter  Sif 
Robert  Walpole,  was  forced  into  an  expenfive 
and  ruinous  war  by  the  clamour  of  faftiqn  ^nd 

*  Soon  after  St.  Pien«  pubUfhed  his  book,  a  Dutch  Inn* 
keeper  fet  up  a  fign,  infcribcd,  "  a  la  Paix  perpetuelW* 
It  reprefented  a  Ctiurch-yard;  as  if  themifchievous  paffions 
and  the  follies  of  mankind  were  to  ceafe  only  with  the  total 
t^tin^ion  of  the  human  race. 

E   E  4  the 
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the  folly  of  the  people.    On  the  Cardinars  part, 
indeed,  he  had  taken  the  mqft  efFeftual  method . 
of  keeping  the  two  great  Nations  of  France  and 
England  in  perfe(9:  harmony  with  one  another  : 
He  iifed  to  remit  to  Sir  Robert  a. cfcrtaiaiJiim. 
of  money  occafionallyi  tabe  diftributcd.am^ft; 
thofe,  who,  from  difappointment  and  a  love  of 
revenge,  were  likely  in  this  country  to  coun^ 
terad  his  pacific  intentions  *. 

Fleury  being  one  day  told,  that  he  was  re- 
fponfiblc  to  his /Soyereigri  for  his.  (ponduft, 
rbpHed,  "  Say,  rather  ta.Qod  an4  tpi^y  con-* 

♦  The  Afs  loaded  with  gold  by  Philip  oFMaccdon  took 
more  Towns/perhaps,  t^an  his  well- c^fciplMed' and  expe- 
riettced  armies.  The  French  have  evepi  known  how  to 
apply  that' univerfal  agent  with^great  fucceff.  Mo^  waB 
€p4  as  moft  revolutions  begin,  from  the  w^t  of  money ; 
it  would  therefore  fcem  to  be  good  policy,  an4  eyen  a  gre^t; 
faving  of  the  precious  metal,  no  lefs  than  of  the  lives  and 
the  happinefs  of  mankind  .(which  are  not  often  fufficiently 
eonfidered  in  the  accounts  of  Statefmen)  if  .t;he  mbft  dread- 
fy\  of  human  calamities  was  attempted  to  be  prevented  by 
|bc  fape  m?ans  whi^h  cyent^ally  put  a  ftop  to  its  pro^^fs^ 
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MARSHAL  SAXE, 

To  the  honour  of  the  humanity  of  this  great 
General,  the  following  ftbry,  told  of  him  by  M» 
de  Senac,  his  Phyfician,  Ihould  be  mentioned. 
The  mght  before  the  battle  of  Raucour,  M* 
de  Senac  obferved  his  illuftrious  patient  very 
thoughtful,  and  afked  him  the  reafon  of  it  s  whea 
he  replied  in  a  paflkge  from  the  ^^  Ancjromaquc** 
pf  Racine, 

Songeyfongfy  Senac y  a  cette  nuH  cmtUiy 

Sluifut  pour  tout  un  peuple  une  nuit  eternelk, 

$onge  aux  cris  de$  vainqueursyfonge  flUx  crU^s  mou^ 

ransy 
pans  laflqmm  etoujpsfous  lefer  expirans  ; 

Thinlr,  tfeink,  my  friend,  what  horrid  wo^s 

To-morrow's  morning  muft  oifclofe 

To  thoufands,  by  Fate's  h^  decree^ 

The  laft  morn  they  Ihall  eVer  fee, 

Think  how  the  dying  and  the  dead 

O'er  yon  extenfive  plain  fhall  fprcad^ 

What  horridfpecaacies  afford,  . 

Scorched  by  the  flames,  pierced  by  the  fword; 

"  and  added,  Et  tons  lesfoldats  n'enfavount  rim 
^*  encore— Audi  all  thefe  Soldiers  knew  nothing 
f*  at  all  of  what  was  to  happen," 
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The  follawlng  Letters  were  written  by  Mar* 
Oial  Saxe  to  M,  D'Eon  do  Tiflc,  Cenfor  Royal, 
and  Secretary  to  the  Regent  Duke  of  Orleans. 
They  are  permitted  toemhellifli  this  CoUeftbn, 
by  the  kmdnefs  of  the  CaEYAtiEKE  D*Eon, 
juece  to  the  perfon  to  whom  they  were  ad^ 
dreffed* 

"  Monfieur, 

"  Jb  vous  prye  finfiau  tnant  de  preter  une 
**  atanfiott  favorable  a  fe  que  Mile.  Sommer- 
^  ville  *  vous  dira,  ill  ma  para  quon  la  vexe  & 
^  jMt  une  bonne  fille,'a  qui  je  fwes  charmc 
*^  de  rdndre  fervijje,  foiez  pcrfuades  que  loa 
^  Jauret  aitre  plus "pUrfaitement, 
**  Monfieur, 
«  Votre  tres  humble  &  tres  obeipfU  fenriteur, 
«<  Maurice  PB  Saxe*'* 
^  A  Paris  le  Mardh 
**  derniers  de  JuUle\; 

u  A  -— -. . 

**  Je  vous  prye  (Taitre  pcrfuades^  Monfieur^ 

y  que  Ton  n^fanret  ^/Vr?plus  fenfible  queje  le 

•*  fuis  au  marques  de  votre  fouvenir  &  de  votre 

^*  amittUj  elle  me  /eras  toujour  chere,  &  mais 

^  fucfais  ac(juiereront  de  nouvos  agremens  pour 

*  An  AArefs  of  the  French  Opera. 
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V  moy.    Cant ]tfdures  que  vous  vous  y  emWeJJis^ 
f^  Ton  fauret  aitre  plus  parfaitepaent, 
"  Monfieur, 
fj  Votrp  tres  hixipble  &  tres  obeijfent  ferviteur, 
^'  Maurice  pe  Saxe/* 

Marfhal  Saxe  was  a  Lutheran,  and  his  body 
(Could  not  therefore  be  buried  in  any  of  the 
Catholic  churches  in  France  with  the  ufual  cerer- 
monies  attendant  on  the  funerals  of  great  meou 
This  made  the  Queen  of  Louis  the  Fifteenth 
%,  with  fome  archnefs,  "  What  a  pity  it  is 
*'  that  we  cannot  fing  one  De  Profundi$  to  ^ 
^*  man  who  has  made  us  fing  fo  many  ST^ 

Of  the  greatnefs  of  Marfhal  Saxe's  courage 
Who  can  doubt  ?  yet  his  friends  faid  of  him, 
th^t  ^  «r^».u  —  ,  A  ''^;.       j-^*i,  *^^-^vt  he 

always* 

•  A  peater  degree  of  ridicule  was  never  thrown  upon 
jduelling  than  by  the  following  ftory,  which  Dr.  Sandilands 
told  to  MnRichardfon,  jqn, 

"  Colonel  Guife  going  over  one  campaign  to  Flanders, 
*^  obferved  a  young  raw  Officer  who  was  in  the  fape  vef- 
^'  fel  yfith  him,  and  with  his  ufual  humanity  told  him,  that 
f'  he  would  t^e  care,  of  him  and  condu(a  him  to  Antwerp, 
<*  who-e  they  were  both  going,  which  he  accordingly  did, 
^«  and  then  took  leave  of  him.  The  young  fellow  was 
^*  fpofi  ^old,  hy  ftme  arph  rogues  whom  he  happened  to 
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always  looked  under  his  bed  every  ni^t;  an^ 
every  night  locked  his  chamber  door. 


M,  DUCLOS. 


Louis  the  Fifteenth  fald  of  DucIoJ, 
"  Cejl  un  hommc  drqit-M  adroit^^  a  man  of 

**'falliii  with,  that  he  miift  fignalixe  himfelf  by  fighting 
**  fome  man  of  known  courage,  or  elfe  he  would  foon  be 
<*  defpifed  in  the  reginient.  The  ^  yoting  'man  faid,  fee 
*'  knew  no  one  but  Colondi  Guife,  and  he  had  received 
**  -great  obligations  from  hitn.  It  is  all  one  for,  that,  they 
"  faid,  in  thcfe  cafes.  The  Colonel  was  thf  filteft  ma.Q 
*'  in  the  world,  every  body  knew  his  bravery-  '^^v"  after- 
**  wards,  up  comes  the  young  Officer  to  Colonel  Guife, 
<f  ashc  was  walking  up  and  ^own  in  the  Coffcethoufe,  and 
«  began  in  a  befitating  ni^nner  to  tell  him,  liow  mucb 
•*  obliged  he  had  been,  tQ  him,  and  how  fenfible  he  was  pf 


-  -  -^onc 

**  my  duty  by  you,  and  no  raoJ-e,  But  Colonel,  added  the 
•'  young  Officer,  faultering,  I  am  told  that  I  muft  fight  fome 
**  Gentleman  of  known  refolution,  and  who  has  killed 
•^  feveral  perfons,  and  that  nobody—  Oh  !  Sir,  rcpKed  the 
«*  Colonel,  your  friends  do  me  too  much  honour ;  but  theife 
**  is  a  Gentleman  (pointing  to  a  huge  fierce-looking  black 
**  fellow  that  was  fitting  at  one  of  the  tables)  who  has  kilU 
**  ed  half  the  regiment.  So  up  goes  the  Officer  to  him, 
•*  and  tells  him,  he  is  well  informed  of  his  bravery,  and 
«*  that,  for  that  reafon,  he  muft  fight  hiiki.  Who  I,  Sir  ? 
«  replied  the  Gentleman :  why  I  am  f eale  the  Apothe^ 
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"Virtue  and  a  man  of  the  world.  He  was  the 
hiftoriographer  of  France^  and  the  only  per- 
fon  to  whom  Rouffeau  ever  dedicated  any  of 
his  works.  When  he  was  It  Rome  he  wa^ 
aiked  by  Clement  XIII.  whether  he  intended 
to  publiih  the  Memoirs  of  his  own  Times,  He 
replied,  "  Holy  Father,  I  neither  wi(h  to  de- 
"  bafe  myfelf  by  flattery,  nor  to  incur  any  un« 
^*  neceflfary  danger  by  telling  the  truth.'* 

Speaking  of  Politenefs  in  his  **  Conjiderationt 
*'  fur  les  M(zurs^^  he  fays^ 

**  Mankind  are  fo  rtiuch  indebted  to  each 
**-  other,  that  they  owe  mutual  attention ;  they 
**  owe  each  other  a  politenefs  worthy  of  them- 
*'  felves,  worthy  of  thinking  beings,  and  varied 
"  according  to  the  different  fentiments  that 
"  fhould  diftate  it. 

**  The  politenefs  of  the  great  therefore 
**  fhould  be  that  of  humanity;  and  that  of 
*^  inferiors  gratitude,  if  the  great  deferve  it  ^ 
**  that  of  equals  efteem  and  mutual  fervices ; 
*^  far  from  endeavouring  to  encourage  incivihty, 
*^  it  is  much  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  politenefs 
**  arifing  froih  foftnefs  of  manners  fhould  be' 
"  added  to  that  which  proceeds  from  goodnefs 
!;'  of  heart. 

**  The 
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•*  The  itiofli:  pernicious  eSe&  of  the  common 
"  politcnefe  of  tte  world  is,  that  it  teaches  us 
••  to  do  without  thofe  virtues  which  it  imitates^ 
^  Were  we  but  taught  by  our  education  to  be 
^  humane  and  benevolent,  we  fhould  either 
*'  poffefs  politenefs,  or  could  do  very  well  with^ 
^'  out  it. 

•*  We  fliould  not  perhaps  have  that  polite- 
*'  nefs  which  announces  itfelf  by  the  Graces, 
"  but  we  Ihould  have  that  which  announces 
*'  the  honeft  man  and  the  man  of  honour.  We 
**  fhould  then  have  no  occafion  to  have  re- 
**  courfe  to  mere  appearances. 

*^  Inftead  of  being  artificial  to  pleafe,  it 
**  would  then  be  fufficient  that  we  vyere  good 
*'  men;  inftead  of  being  diflemblers  to  flatter 
•*  the  weaknefs  of  others,  it  would  be  enough 
**  for  us  only  to  be  indulgent  to  them. 

"  Thofe  to  whom  we  behaved  in  this  man* 
**  ner  would  neither  be  rendered  infolent  nor 
"  corrupted  by  it ;  they  would  only  be  grate- 
^  fill  and  become  better." 

It  was  an  obfervation  of  Duclos,  **  That 
*'  rogues  always  leagued  together,  whilft  honeft 
'*  men  kept  themfelves  ifolated. 

^  Impious 
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«  Impkms  andx'^^fi^g^t^  writings^*  &k^  hc^ 
^'  arc  read  or-^  ^^^  ^^^  novelty,  and,  cxcqpt 
<«  Qjj  ^cc^nt  of  the  bad  principles  they  con- 
**  tain  -l^^y  would  never  have  been  taken  the 
**  le^t  notice  of  ^  like  thofe  obfciire  criminals 
^  whofe  names  are  known  only  by  their  crimes 
^  and  their  puniftiments/' 

Thefe  obferv4tions  of  Duclos  arc  taken  from 
his  Life  in  the  "  Necrologe  des  Hommes  ceUbres. 
•*  de  France-;^  a  work  formerly  publiflied  every 
year  at  Paris  in  iimo.  It  contained  the  Lives 
of  the  diftinguiflied  Perfons  in  Arms,  in  Arts, 
and  in  Learning,  who  had  died  within  the  year* 
It  gave  an  account  oi  their  adions,  their  writ* 
ings,  their  labours,  and  their  difcoveries,  and 
contained  as  well  the  hiftory  ai  the  progrels 
of  the  human  mind,  as  tl^  lives  of  tlw  perfons 
mentioned  in  it.  Each  article  was  furnilhed  bf 
a  perfbn  converfant  with  the  jMrofeffion  of  the 
particular  perfon  defcribed  in  it.  A  book  con- 
duded  on  the  fame  plan  would  be  a  great  ad-^ 
dition  to  the  literature  of  this  country. 


FONTENELLE. 


FoNTENELLE  was  of  a  good-humoured  and 

llpathifticj^l  difpofition.   He  was  once  aiked  hovr 

»  he 
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he  had  managed  tb  be  fo  g^-^raily  ilked  as  tic 
was.  He  replied,  "  By  obfervi.^^  ^hefe  two 
**  maxims :  One  cannot  tell  whkt  nia;  happen  j 
^  and  every  body  may  be  right  at  laft.* 

On  feeing  the  buft  of  Boileau,  the  Satirlft. 
he  exclaimed,  "  I  fay  now  of  Boileau  what  f 
*^  have  always  faid,  crown  him  wfth  laurels, 
**  and  hang  him  afterwards  upon  the  next 
•*  gibbet  *.'' 

Of  a  company  confifting  of  Inen  of  no  great 
underftanding,  and  of  Ladies  who  were  of  a  cer- 
tain age,  he  faid,  "  Les  homines  font  pajfabky  et 
*^  lesfemmespajfeesy 

Some  one  alking  him  how  old  he  was,  he  faid, 
"  Hu(h!  Pray  don't  fpeak  fo  louds  death 
*•  feems  to  have  forgotten  me,  and  you  may 
^  perhaps  put  him  in  mind  of  me.'* 

♦  Boileau  himfelf  fays, 

•  i-      Quit  tons  lafaiyre^ 
C^eftun  mechant  metier  que  C€lui  de  medire. 

The  Satirift  but  too  often  avenges  his  own  mifcrics  upon 
the  feelings  of  others.— Rcgnier  ufed  to  tell  his  friends,  that 
he  never  became  difcontcnted  with  the  world,  till  he  had 
kivg  been  difcontented  with  himfeL^. 
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A  few  hours  before   be  died,  being  a&ed 
what  he  felt,  he  faid,   "  rien  qtCme  difficult 

FontencUe's  Dramas  are  very  elegant  in  their 
ftyle  and  in  their  thinking.  His  Eloges  arc 
excellent.  His  other  works  are  of  no  great 
value.  The  "  Hiftory  of  Oracles"  was  taken 
from  Vandale,  a  heavy  Dutch  writer,  and  dreffcd 
.up  with  Fontenelle*s  ufual  elegance. 


MONTESQUIEU 


faid  to  Madame  d'Aiguillon  on  his  death-bed, 
"  I  have  always  refpefted  religion  j  the  mora- 
"  lity  of  the  Gofpel  is  the  moft  valuable  pre- 
**  fent  that  God  could  b^ve  bellowed  upon 
•*  mankind." 

EXTRACTS  FftOM  SOME  DBTACHIO  THOUGHTS  Of 
MONTESq^IIC,  PVmsHtD  A  FfiW  YlARS  SINCE 
BY  M.  DB  LA  FtACE,  OF  BRUSSELS* 

"  I  tm  attached  to  my  country,  becaufe  I 
^  like  the  Government  under  which  I  was 
^^  born,  without  being  afiraid  of  it,  or  expefting 
**  any  emolument  firom  it.  I  (hare  equally 
•*  with  my  feIlow<itizens  ia  the  protedlion 

vpyc.  vt.  r  F  ••  which 
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"  which  it  aflFords  to  us,  and  I  thank  Gdd 
**  that  he  has  given  to  me  a  degree  of  mode^ 
"  ration. 

^  If  I  knew  any  thing  that  would  be  ufeful 
**  to  myfelf,  and  at  the  fame  time  prejudicijll 
"  to  my  family,  I  would  erafe  it  from  my 
"  mind ;  if  I  knew  any  thing  that  would  be 
"  ufeful  to  my  family,  but  prejudicial  to  my 
"  country,  I  would  flrive  to  forget  it  j  if  I 
•*  knew  any  thing  that  would  be  ufeful  to  my 
•*  country,  but  prejudical  to  mankind,  I  fhould 
"  look  upon  it  as  a  crime. 

"  We  are  allowed  to  afpire  to  the  higheft 
**  fituations  in  our  country,  becaufe  it  is  per- 
"  .mitted  to  every  citizen  to  wifti  to  be  ufeful 
"  to  his  country.  Befides,  a  noble  ambition, 
♦^  (when  properly  direfted)  is  a  fentiment  very 
"  ufeful  to  fckriety;  for,  as  the  pbyfical  world 
•V  fubfifts  only  becaufe  every  particle  of  matteT 
"  tends  to  fly  off  from  the  centre,  fo  the  poli^ 
"  tical  world  fuftains  itftlf  by  tbe  inward  and 
"  reftlefs  defire  that  every  one  has  to  remove^ 
"  from  the  fituationin  which  he  is  placed. 

**  ;The  heroififa  thaf;  found  morality  avow^ 
'^  has  very  few  charms  ifbr  moil  men ;  the  he- 

*      •  *^  roifm 
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*^  toifm  that  deftrdys  morality  ftrikes  us  and 
*•  forc^  our  admiration. 

"  There  are  no  perfons  that  thave  ever  more 
•*  completely  defpifed,  than  witlings,  and  per- 
"  fons  of  r4Ak  devoid  of  probity. 

**  My  principle  has  always  been,  never  to  do 
•*  that  by  another  perfpn  which  I  could  do  by 
"  myfelf..  This: has- enabled  me  to  make  my 
*^  fortune  by  the  means  which  I  had  in  my 
^^  own  power,  moderation  and  frugality;  and 
**  never  by  means  external  to  myfelf,  which  arc 
•^  but  too  often  bafe  or  unjuft, 

**  I  love  to  frequent  thofe  houfes  where  I 
*^  can  come  off  well  with  my  every-day  under- 
**  ftanding. 

"  I  doat  upon  friendfliip.  I  never  remember 
^^^  in  my  life  to  have  given  away. four  louis  d'ors 
**  from  oftentation,  or  to  have  paid  four  vifits 
**  from  views  of  intereft. 

**  It  was  my  intention  to  have  made  my 
"  Efprit  des  Loix*^  a  work  of  greater  extent, 
"  and  to  have  confidered  many  parts  of  it  more 
**  fully,  I  am  now  become  unable  to  do  as  I 
*'  intended.  My  ftudies  have  weakened  my 
.  F  ?  z  "  eyes  j 
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^  ejpesi  tod  whftt  light  reinaimwithb>tsfl)ertfy 
^  that  of  twi%ht9  m  which  they  wiU  foon  fet 
•*  for  ever. 

• 
^M  am  not  fo  humble  as  the  atheilb  are«    f 
<<  would  not  change  my  hopes  c(  intmoitalitjr 
**  for  all  their  Quietifm. 

"  Religioi^  Is  peculiarly  neceflkry  to  the  Eng- 
•*  lifti  5  as  thofe  perfons  who  arc  not  afraid  to 
••  deftroy  thcmfelves,  ftiould  at  Icaft  be  taught 
'^  the  fatal  and  eternal  confequences  tluitattend 
^^  the  rafii  and  wicked  aftion  of  a  moment. 

••  In  the  courfe  of  my  life  I  have  been  very 
^  foolilh)  but  have  never  been  malignant. 
"  When  I  fee  a  nfian  of  wortli,  1  never  attempt 
^*  to  take  him  to  pieces. 

"  Idleneft  *  Ibould  really  be  ranked  amoiigft 
••  the  t<Mrtures  of  Hell.    Yet  people  arc  ibolilH 

"  enough 

•  •»  Idkncfi,'*  lays  Laratcr,  ftrongly,  •*  is  the  original 
••  fin  of  our  firft  parents.  Do  you  not  think  it  then  dif» 
**  obedience  or  rtbcllion  ?  Nothing  like  it!  their  leadbg  vice 
**  was  idleneis.  He  that  can  fubdue  that  one  vice,  can  ne« 
^'  ver  ^  to  accofDpUfli  whatever  he  purpofes  to  do.*' 

<«  Idlenefi/'  fays  the  learned  Lord  Monboddo,  ^  it  tht 
^  fource  of  almofi  every  vice  and  foKy.    lor  a  man  who 

•"  does 
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«*  cnou^  to  clafs  h  with  ihc  beatitudes  of 
•*  Heaven* 

«  Thof^ 

*^  does  not  know  what  to  do,  will  do  any  thing  rather  than 
^*  nothing;  tod  I  noaintaiiH  that  the  richeft  m^n  who 
**  is  haunted  by  that  foul  fiend  (as  it  may  be  called)  is  a 
^  much  more  unhappy  man  than  the  day-labourer,  who  earns 
**  his  daily  bread  by  the  fweat  of  his  brow,  and  who  there* 
'^  fore  only  fubmits  to  the  fentence  pronounced  upon  our 
^  firft  patents  after  their  fall,  and  which,  if  it  be  underflood 
^  (as  I  think  it  ought  to  be)  of  the  labour  of  the  mind,  aa 
^  well  as  of  the  body,  we  mull  all  fubmit  to,  or  be  mifier* 
••  able  if  we  do  not.  And  accordingly  thofe,  who  have 
'*  nothing  to  do,  endeavour  to  fly  from  tbemfelves»  and 
**  many  fly  from  the  country  and  go  abroad  for  no  other 
^  seafon. 

FnffoAi  nam  imes  Mtra  fethfi^wr^fugoiaiu 

'Gainft  the  foul  fi^nd  what  can  rdirf  afford  } 
Our  bed  he  climbs,  participates  our  board; 
Fly  as  we  may  o'er  earth's  extenflve  round         ' 
He  follows  ftill,  and  at  our  heels  is  found» 
From  his.fell  looks  each  joy  a  blaft  acquires. 
And  life  itfelf  beneath  his  grafp  expirea^ 

^\  And  fome  go  out  of  life  for  no  other  reafon  (and  I  think 
«*  there  may  be  a  worfe  reafon),  than  becaufe  they  hare 
**  nothing  to  do  ip  it.*' 

MetaphyC  iroL  ir.  p.  9^* 

«•  Wearinefs  crflife,"  fays  Dr.  Darwin,  «*  in  its  moderate 
^  degree  has  been  efleemed  a  motive  to  aAion  by  fome  phi* 
*<  lofophers;  bat  thofe  men  who  have  run  through  the 
^  ufual  iimufements  of  life  early,  inrefpeAof  their  age,  and 
^  who  have  not  iadufiry  or  ability  t0^u)iiviate  thofe  fcienc^ 
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"  "niofc  pcrfons  who  have  little  to  do  are 
**  great  talkers.     A  man  talks,  m  general,  in. 
*'  proportion  to  the  fmall  degree  of  thought 
*^  which  he  poffeffes. 

**  In  the  whole  courfe  of  my  life  I  have  never 
"  known  any  perfons  completely  defpifed,  ex- 
"  cept  thofe  who  keep  bad  company. 

**  Our  modern  orators  appear  to  give  in  length 
'*  what  they  want  in  depth*. 

« If 

*^  which  afford  a  perpetual  fund  of  noyelty  and  of  confe- 
«•  quent  entertainment,  are  liable  to  become  tired  of  life,  as 
♦*  they  fuppofe  there  is  nothing  new  to  be  found  in  it  that 
**  can  afford  them  pleafjare ;  like  Alexander^  who  is  faid  to 
"  have  fbed  tears,  becaufe  he  had  not  anotj^er  world  to  con- 
♦*quer." 

The  remedies  recommended  by  this  ingenious  philofo- 
phcr  againft  the  tadium  njtt<e  are,  **  fome  reftraint  in  ex* 
\**  haufiing  the  ufual  pleafures  of  the  world  early  in  life; 
*'  the  agreeable  cares  of  a  matrimonial  life;  the  cultivation 
^  of  Science,  a?  of  Chemiftry,  Natural  Philofophy,  Natural 
*'  Hiftory,  &c.  which  fupply  an  inexhauftible  fource  of 
"  pleafurable  novelty,  and  relieve  ennui  by  the  exertion,  they 
♦*  pccafiqn.V  .  , 

Zoonomia,  vol.  ii^ 

,  .  '»  ... 

.  •  TuHy-hii?ifelf  calls  this  ^%Uei  "  calumma  4imdt;'  th^ 
fcandfel^f  publip  faking*.  This  abufe  of  a  noble  faculty 
}iaf»  uhimat^ly  deflroyed  every  State  in  which  it  has  been 
praaifed.  .,Atbcn§  andcRonae  fi^U  when  the  tinfcl  of  rhetoric 
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"  If  you  alk  me,  my  fon,  what  in  general  are 
•*  the  prejudices  of  the  Englifh  nation,  and  what 
"  they  efteem  moft,  I  (hould  anfwer  your  quef- 
"^  tion  .with  fome  difficulty.  They  do  not  appear 
"  to  afFed  either  war  or  ambition,  neither  thofe  , 
".  perfpus  who  are  well  with  the  Ladies^  nor 
•*.  thpfe.  who, have  the  ears  of  the  Miniften. 
"  Th^y^,  appear  defirous  that  men  (hould  be- 
**  rneo,;    They  efteem  only  two  things,  weaUh 
**  and  merit." 

•*  It  is  not,"  fays  this  acute  writer,  in 
his  Spifit  of  Laws,  "  it  is  not  my  bufinefs  to 
*'  enquire,  whether  the  Englifh  really  poflefs 
**  that  freedom  which  they  are  fuppofed,to 
"  have.  It  is  enough  for  my  purpofe  that  it 
"  is  eftabliflied  by  their  J^aws.  I  do  not  how-^ 
^*  ever  pity  thofe  nations  who  do  not  enjoy  that 
**  bleffing.  I  know  but  too  well  that  excefs 
**  of  reafon  itfelf  is  not  a  defirable  thing,  and 
"  that  in  general  mankind  idapt  themfelyei 
^^  better  to  ^  medium  th^n  Jo  the  extremes."  ^ 

was  preferred  to  the  pure  gojd  6{  knowledge,  when  mew 
affefted  to  appear  wife  rather  than  be  really  fo,  and  found 
t})e  nation  fooUfli  enpugh  (o  bf  f^tis9e4  with  the  ihado\v 
inflead  of  the  fubilance.  '*  Is  it  not  furprizing,'*  fays  Dot^ 
Noel  d'Argonne,  '^  that,  fince  eloquence  has  begun  to  be 
**  filBiciently  known,  mankind  ibaiil4  ihU.cootinue  tP  be 
<*  duped  by  it?'* 
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ABBE  DE  MARSY. 

DiT  FrE8not*s  JLatin  Poem  on  Painting  is 
well  known.  It  was  written  by  an  artift;  but, 
though  it  contains  many  excellent  precepts  and 
obfen-ations  relative  tp  art,  it  is,  like  moft  other 
Latin  didadic  poems,  dry  and  uninterefting. 
Abbe  Marfy*s  JL^atin  Poem  on  the  fame  fobjeft 
is  written  with  greater  elegance  of  ftyle,  and 
with  fup^rior  harmony  of  verfificatioii.  Many 
of  the  defcriptions  it  contains  are  beautiful.  It 
would  dppear  to  advants^e  in  an  Englrfh  drefe^ 
were  notes  appended  to  it  by  an  eminent  Arrift 
or  a  good  Connoifleur,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds's  Comments  illuftrate  the 
text  of  the  tranflation  of  Du  Frefnoy  by  Mr, 
.  Mafon. 

Marfy  was  the  fon  of  the  celebrated  fculptor 
ef  the  Baths  of  Diana  in  the  gardens  of  Ver- 
failles,  and  feems  to  have  had  a  kind  of- heredi- 
tary right  to  tafte  and  knowledge  in  art. 

He  thus  •  defcribes  Le  Sueur  and  Nicolo 
Pouflin: 

Smrii  p$id  tlaujha^bquar  do^lique  Sabinas  : 
PouJfmL 

•      «      •      #      « 

JPi£iuram 
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fiituram  Aufenm  tr  qu9  diduxit  ab  orh  - 
Bahama  er^ias  tihi  GalUa  traJidii  artis* 

^      Lc  Sueur's  hm*d  Cloifter  all  our  wonder  claitnsa 
Why  fpeak  ofiearned  Pouffin's  Sabine  dames? 

«      «      «       •      • 
Pouifin  to  whom  indebted  Gallta  boafts 
Painting  redored  from  the  Italian  coafts. 
Proud  from  his  powers  of  pencil  to  aflume 
-£ach  varioiis  grace  of  artde^Kul'd  from  Romew 

He  thus  commemorates  Titian,  the  painter 
of  Nature : 


•  Apu^  tnos  Titiane  cobrn 


J>o£h  Ut  tUicibus  fuecis  declare  tahilhn 
Arte  coUrsndi  naturam  ut  vincen  pojjisp 
Titian,  thy  magic  colours  X  defcry, 
SIcilPd  by  the  blended  tints  that  charm  the  eye; 
That  Art  w'tb  Nature's  felf  appears  at  ftrife^ 
And  the  dull  canvas  animates  to  life. 

M.  de  la  Mierre  and  M.  Watelet  have  writ- 
ten Poems  on  Painting  in  French  verfe ;  taking 
many  of  their  fentiments  and  obfervations  from 
the  Latin  Poems  of  Du  Frefnoy  and  de  Marly, 
They  have  not,  I  fear,  found  many  admirers, 

Abb^  de  Marfy,  fpeaking  pf  the  art  erf*  Pamt* 
ing  *  when  exercifed  by  fuch  men  as  Michael 

•  The  title  of  Marfy's  Poem  is  «  Pia»a^^'  1736.  i%wm^ 
]Ele  wrote  alfo  a  Latin  foem  on  Tragedy. 
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Angelo  and  Julio  Rgrriano,  defcribds  its  fublitnc 
cfFefts,  in  fome  lines  which  may  be  well  applied 
to  the  Gallery  of  Milton,  now  painting  by  Mr. 
Fufeliv 

V  <  •( 

Nunc  etiam  impavtdis  furgem  ad  fidera  pennis 
Terrena  nil  feeds  habens^  fiammtnila  mundi 
Mania  tran[grt£tur»    . .  :  - 

Painting,  on  fearlefe  pinions  bornt^  afecnds 
^The  ftars  exalted. region,  and,  fet  free 
Frofti  every  feculence  of  this  vile* earth,' 
Burfts  through  the  flaming  barriers  of  the  world. 


This  great  Muficiah^poflefled  that  enthu- 
riafm,  without  wliich  nothing  great  is  ever  ef-^ 
f-^ftcd.  He  had,  6n$  .day  fome  men  of  letters 
at  his.  Ijoufe,  who  laughed  at  him  vj^ry  much 
on  his  making  an  anacbronifm,  Ratpdau  flew 
with:great  emotion  to  liis  harpfichord,  and,  run- 
ning rapidly  over  the  keys  of  it,  pjayed  a  mcft 
exquifile  piece  of  harmony.  "  Now,'*  faid  he, 
-"  Gentlemen,  it  furely  fhews  more  talent  to 
f'  be  able  to  corapofe  fuch  a  piece  of  mufic  a$ 
"  that  which  you  have  juft  heard,  than  to  be 
^  at)le  to  tell  in  what  year  Charlemagne  or 
**  Clovis  died.  You  only  remember  s  I  invent  j 
'  ■  ^-  •  **  and 
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^  and  pray  which  is  the  moft  adidttblcj  gc- 
**  nius  or  erudition  ?" 

On  a  quarrel  he  had  with  the  elegant  Qui- 
nault,  whofe  Operas  he  fet  to  mufic,  he  faid, 
*^  You  will  fee  how  well  I  can  do  without  my 
**  Poet.  I  will  in  future  fet  the  Dutch  Gazette 
^  to  mufic/' 

-  The  Collar  of  the  Order  of  St.  Michael  was 
intended  for  Rameau  by  Louis,  the  Fifteenth, 
He  died,  however,  before  he  received  it ;  and, 
at  a  public  funeral,  which  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Mufic  made  for  him  in  one  of.  the  churches 
of  Paris,  the  office  for  the  dead  was  fet  to  mufic, 
taken  from  hb  own  Operas  of  Ciftorand  Dar- 
danus.  ... 

His  enemies  complained,  withput  rdafon,  that 
his  mufic  pleafed  merely  fro|Ti;:ite  difficulty  of 
execution  "ff..  It  wj^  indeed  grand a.nd  elaborate^ 
and  excelled  in  its  pipwer  of  barrtiony,  and  ia 

♦  Dr.  Jobnfon  was  obCtrvcd  by^mufical  frifend  of  lufi 
po  be  extremely  inattentive  at  a  Concert,  whilft  a  cele- 
brated folo  player  was  running  up  th^  divifions  and  fub- 
divifions  of  notes  upon  his  violin^*  His  friend,  to' inducfc 
him  to  take  greater  notice  of  what  was  going  on,  told  him 
how  extremely  iJJficult  it  was.  ^*  Difiicalt  do  you  call  it, 
"  Sir?"  replied  the  Do^or;  *♦  J  wiflv  jit  were  impoffible-** 

the 
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tfa^  juft  cambination  of  (bunds  apparently  4if« 
cordant.  This,  however,  cvinctd  the  ^nius 
and  the  knowledge  of  the  mailer. 


M.  D'ACQUIN. 

This  great  Mufician  was  a  con:4)ctitor  for 
the  exquifite  organ  of  St.  Paul's  at  Paris,  with 
Rameau.  They  had  each  of  them  played  i 
fugiic,  on  the  merit  of  which  the  judges  vwre 
divided ;  and,  as  it  was  fiippofed  that  their  com^ 
pofitlons  were  premeditated^  they  were  deiiroi 
to  execute  a  voluntary. 

P' Acqum  firfl  afcends  the  organ-loft,  throws 
his  fword  with  fome  emotion  at  his  feet,  and 
exclaims,  looking  down  upon  his  audience  with 
an  air  of  triumph,  inlpircd  by  the  conftioufnefs 
of  his  own  talents,  ♦*  Cefi  mot  fui  vais  touckerT^ 
^d  in  this  tranfport  c£  enthufiafm,  which  the 
indediion  of  his  jiK^ges  had  occafioned,  n^ade 
fuch  fpirited  eflbrts,  that  the  fuffiages  were  no 
longer  divided,  and  he  triumphed,  in  point  of 
execution  at  leaft,  over  the  greateft  muiiciaA 
$hat  FrfkQce  ever  produced^ 

B^amej^u,  however  fucccfsful  Us  competitor 

Jiad  bccut  xifed  to^y  of  him,  **  There  is  no  good 

8    '  «  xnufic 
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^  mufic  now :  our  taftc  for  it  is  continually 
"  changing :  M.  d' Acquin  alone  has  had  the 
•*  courage  to  fl:em  the  torrent ;  he  has  always 
^  maintained  to  the  Organ  the  majefty  and  the 
•*  graces  that  arc  peculiarly  appropriated  to 
•*  that  wonderful  inftrument:  he  might,  how- 
**  ever,  hiave  given  into  all  the  tricks  of  execu* 
"  tion  if  he  had  pleafed;  I  admire  him  for  not 
^  having  done  fo/* 

J.J.  Rouileau,  in  his  Mufical  Didionary,  ob* 
ferves,  article  Prcluijer,  "  It  is  in  this  great  art^ 
•*  diat  our  good  Organifts  in  France  excel,  fuch 
••  as  M.  d'Acquin  and  M.  Claviere.'* 


DU  CERCEAU, 


in  his  Life  (^  the  modem  Roman  Dem2^;ogue 
Rientiy  obfcrvcs,  "  tjiat  popular  talents,  ia 
•*  general,  are  combined  with  a  certain  degree  o( 
**  infanity.'*  The  mafs  of  mankind  appear  ra- 
ther to  be  pleafed  with  what  dazzles  than  witb 
that  which  convinces  them;  and  are  moreim- 
prefled  by  the  ardour  of  enterprize  than  by  the 
fobricty  of  prafticability.  It  is  the  etercifed  eye 
alone  which  prefers  the  impafto  of  Titian  to  the 
g^aize  of  Barocci, — ^folid  and  fubftantial  colour 
to  airy  aad  diaphanous  tints. 
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MARIVAU^. 

This  ingenious  man,  however  metaphysical 
and  alembicated  he  may  be  in  his  writings,  was 
of  great  fimplicity  and  bon  hommie  in  his  charac- 
ter and  converfation.  Having  one  day  met 
with  a  fturdy  beggar,  who  afked  charity  of  him, 
he  replied,  "  My  good  friend,  ftrong  and  flout 
*^  as  you  are,  it  is  a  diame  that  you  do  not  go 
^  to  work/'— *^  Ah  Matter/'  faid  the  beggar, ''  if 
•*  you  did  but  know  how  lazy  I  am/*-r-"  Wcll,*f 
replied  Marivaux,  *^I  fee  thou  art  an  honefl 
•*  fellow,  here  is  half  a  crown  for  you.*' 

Being  one  day  in  company  with  Lord  Boling-r 
broke,  who  had  profcfled  himfclf  an  infidel  on 
many  points  of  the  Chriflian  Religion,  though 
he  had  mentioned  as  true  many  dubious  hifto- 
rical  fafts,  "Well,  my  Lord,"  faid  he,  **if you 
•*  are  an  infidel,  I  fee  that  it  is  not  for  want  of 
^  fiuth/^ 
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LOUIS  THE  SIXTEENrii.  * 

[1774— 1793.] 

The  fituation  of  this  excellent  Prince  is  thus 
emphatically  defcribed  by  that  great  Politician, 
Frederic,  the  laft  King  of  Pruffia,  ih  otie  of  his 
letters  to  Voltaire  t 

**  June  18,  1776. 
"  I  HAVfe  lately  learned  that  the  King  of 
^'  France  has  difplaced  fome  of  his  Minifters. 
**  I  am  not  aftoniftied  at  it.  I  look  upon 
*^  Louis  the  Sixteenth  as  a  young  lamb  in  the 
**  midft  of  wolves.  He  will  be  in  gre^t  4uck ' 
^  if  he  gets  out  of  their  claws-  A  perfon  who 
*'  fliould  chance  to  have  been  in  the  habits  of 
^f  Government,  would  be  at  prefent  much  pui- 
*^  zled  in  France; — ^watched  and  furroui>de4 
**  with  artifices  of  every  kind,  he  would  be 
**  forced  to  be'guilty  of  miftakes.  How  much 
"  more  likely  then  is  it,  that  a  young  Prince, 
"  without  experience,  fhould  be  hurried  along 
**  by  the  torrent  of  intrigue  and  cabal. 

**  Thbfe  perfons  who  have  talked  of  the 
•*  French  Government  to  you,  have  doubtlefs, 
**  my  dear  Voltaire^  exaggerated  many  things. 

"  t  have 
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^  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  getting  it  the 
"  trac  date  of  the  revenues  and  of  the  debts 
*«  rfthat  kingdom.  Its  debts  are  enormous^ 
**  its  refources  exhaufted,  and  its  taxes  mul- 
•*  tiplied  beyond  bounds.  The  only  method 
^  to  diminifh  in  time  the  load  (d  thefe  d^ts^ 
^*  would  be  to  put  its  expences  within  certain 
^  limits,  and  to  retrench  every  fupcrfluity. 
"  But,  alas !  this  I  fear  will  never  be  done ; 
'*  for,  inftead  of  faying,  I  have  fuch  an  income,, 
^  and  I  can  afford  to  fptnd  fo  nrach  of  it,  we 
^  ttt  but  too  apt  to  (ay,  I  muft  have  fo  much 
"^  money,  find  out  expedients  to  procure  it 
'•^  forme. 

^  TTiofe  rogues  of  Moriks  fhould  be  made 
*•  to  bieed  pretty  freely.  This,  however,  would 
'^  not  be  fufficient  (though  it  would  undoubt- 
**  edly  afford  fome  refources)  to  pay  off  the 
**•  debts  in  a  (hort  time,  and  to  procure  for  the 
'^  peop\t  of  France  all  that  affiftancc  for  which 
^  they  have  at  prefent  fo  great  an  occafion. 
**  This  diftrefsful  fituation  took  its  rife  in  the 
••  preceding  reigns,  whidi  contrafted  drfjts  for 
^  the  payment  of  which  they  had  made  no 
•*  provifion. 

♦f  It  is  this  derttogement   of  its    finances 
•«  which  fe  materisUly  influences  every  part  'of 

"its 
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^^  its  Government.  It  has  put  a  flop  to  the 
"  wife  projeds  Oj^  M.  de  St.  Germain.  It 
"  has  prevented  its  Adininiftration  finom  having 
*^  that  afcendancy  in  the  affairs,  of  Europd, 
"  which  France  has  been  ever  ufed  to  take 
**  fince  the  re^n  of  Henry  the  Fourth*  With 
"  reiped  to  your  Parliaments,  as  a  thinfcin'^ 
"  man,  I  have  conftantly  condemned  the  revo- 
"  caticMi  of  that  of  Paris,.as  contrarj'*  to  every 
•*  principle  of  logic  and  of  good  fenfe*" 

Is  it  then  any  wonder,  that  wheh  M.  de  Mal- 
Iherbes  came  to  feqtieft  his  difmiffion  from  Ad~ 
miniftration,  the  King  exclaimed^  **  I  can,  ih- 
^^  deed,  grant  you  your  difmiffion.  I  Wifti  I 
"  were  able  to  procure  my  own!'* 

His  (hort-fighted '  Minifters,  in  thefe  dif- 
trefsful  circtfmftances,  engaged  him  to  affift 
^he  Colohi^s  of  a  great  Nation  that  wera  at  war 
with  the  parent  Country*;  and  not  only  to 

add 

•  That  Minifter  of  rbutine  M*  de  Vergennes,  grown  old 
ia  intrigue  and  cabal,  ufed  to  exclaim  with  rapture  after 
the  American  War,  "  I  have  cut  off  one  arm  from  the 
*'  proud  Iflanders,  I  will  foon  cut  off  the  other."  The 
direption  of  that  arm,  however,  like  the  teeth  o/the  ferpcnt 
of  Cadmus,  has  produced  armed  legions,  which  have  not 
only  deftroyed  each  other  and  the  Country  by  whofe  folly 

roi.  IV,  c  G  an<i 
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add  to  the  immenfe  debt  already  incurred  in 
Traqce,  but  to  efFcA  the  propagation  of  that 
Ipirit  of  revolt  which  has  ended  fo  fatally  for 
that  kihgdom. 

On  an  application  made  to  him  by  Tippoo 
Saib,  not  loi^  before  he  fulfcred,  to  affift  him 
ia  taking  poflfeffion  of  fome  Provinces  in  India 
from  the  Er^ifli^and  annexing  them  to  the 
Crown  of  France,  Louis  nobly  refufed  his 
affent,  and  faid,  "  In  the  American  War,  my 
^  Minifters  took  advantage  of  my  youth  and 
"  inexperience.  Every  calamity  that  we  have 
"  fuffered'in  France  took  its  rife,  from  that 
"  event."  ,^ 

During  his  infamous  mock  trial,  this  Prince 
was  alked,  What  he  had  done  with  a  certain 
fum  of  money' — a  few  tboufand  pounds.  His 
voice  failed  him,  and  the  tears  came  into  his  eyea 
at  this  queftion;  at  laft  he  replied,  "  jTaimais 
*'  a /aire  des  heurenx. — I  had  a  pleafure  in  mak- 
**  ing  other  people  happy."  He  had  given  the 
money  away  in  charity. 

and  treachery  they  were  produced,  but  threaten  the  deflruc- 
tion  of  Europe  itfelf,  aiid  all  that  has  been  held  facred  for 
a|;cs  by  the  ial  abicants  of  it. 
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On  the  night  preceding  his  execution  he  faid 
to  M.  Edgeworthi  "  I  do  not  know  what  I  have 
".  done  to  my  coufin  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  to 
"  indujce  him  to  behave  to  me  in  the  way  in 
**  which  he  has  done  ;  but  he  is  to  be  pitied  ; 
"  he  is  ftill  more  wretched  than  I  am ;  I  would 
"  not  change  fituations  with  him.'' 

A  few  hours  before  he  died,  he  faid  to  the 
fame  Gentleman,  "  How  happy  I  am  to  have 
•*  retained  my  faith  in  religion.  In  what  a 
*•  terrible  Hate  of  mind  fhould  I  have  been 
"  at  this  moment,  had  not  the  grace  of  God 
"  prefcrved  this  bleffing  to  me.  Yes,  I  (hall 
"  now  be  able  to  (hew  my  enemies  that  I  do 
"  not  fear  them." 

As  this  monarch,  the  moft  benevolent,  the 
beft  intentioned  Prince,  and  the  moft  affec- 
tionate lover  of  his  people*  that  Time  has 
ever  produced,  was  afcending  the  fcaffold  to 
fufFer  the  fentence  inflided  upon  him  by  his 
unprincipled  and  infamous  Judges,  his  virtuous 
and  intrepid  Confeflbr  exclaimed,  with  all  the 

*  ^^  liny  a  que  tnoi  ^  M,  Turgot  qui aimcfis  kpeuple^^  faid 
this  unfortunate  Prince ;  who,  during  the  Resolution,  was 
continually  faying,  **  I  cannot  bear  to  have  a  drop  of  mjr 
^  people's  blood  (hed  on  my  account/* 
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energy  of  Corncillc  himfelf,  "  Digne  enfant  de 
**  Saint  Louis  J  monte  an  Cie/:^* 

O  true  defcendant  of  a  SaiQted  King, 
Let  this  fad  fcenc  to  thee  no  terrors  bring ;  • 
Afcend  the  fcafFold  then  with  dauntlef$  pace, 
It  leads  to  join  in  Heaven  thy  facred  j*acc. 


VOLTAIRE 


was  one  of  thofc  few  Poets  who  facrlfice  no 
lefs  at  the  ftirine  of  Plutus  than  at  that  of 
Apollo.  In  one  of  his  letters  to  a  friend,  re-r 
^ding  economy,  he  has  thcfe  excellent  obfer- 
rations : 

"  A   fmall   patrimony   becomes  every  day 

"  fmallcr ;  for  the  price  of  every  thing  is  con- 

*'  tinually  increafing*.     A  prudent  man  will 

"  be  ever  attentive  to  all  the  different  opera- 

"  tions  that  Government,  conftantly  harafled 

"  for  money,  and  continually  (hifting  its  plans 

"  of  finance,  is  making  in  the  funds  of  the 

^  *  '*  Kc  wha  e^ccrcifes  no  trade  or  |>rofcffion/*  fays  Mn 
Soame  JenyiiS  archly,  '*  is  impofed  upon  by  every  o»e, 
**  without  any  power  of  making  reprifals.  He  is  like  a 
•*  man  in  the  pillory,  pelted  by  all  without  being  able  to- 
**  return  it.  He  has  but  one  chance,  which  few  men's, 
"  fituation  or  abilities  will  admit  of,  which  is,  that  of  reta- 

"  iiating  upon  the  public." 

§  *^  country. 
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**  country.  There  always  are  foitie  operations 
^*  going  on,  by  which  a  private  noan  may  get 
"  a  good  deal  of  money,  without  having  the 
**  leaft  obligations  to  any  one;  and  nothing 
"  furely  can  be  fo  fatisfadory  to  him,  as  to  be 
^^  indebted  to  hirtifelf  only  for  his  own  fortune. 
"  The  firft  ftep  towards  it  is  always  painful ;  the 
**  reft  follow  as  of  courfe. 

^^  A  prudent  man  will  be  always  economical 
**  in  his  youth ;  and  at  a  certain  age,  he  will 
*^  find  himfelf  much  richer  than  he  ever  ex- 
**  pefted  to  have  been.  That  is  the  time  in 
*^  which  a  good  fortune  is  the  moil  efferitial 
"  to  a  man's  happinefs.  I  am  in  that  fitua* 
"  tion  myfelf  at  prefent ;  and,  after  having  lived 
*'  a  great  deal  with  Kings,  I  am  at  laft  become 
.^^  a  King  myfelf.  In  France,  you  know,  a  man 
"  muft  be  either  a  hammer  or  an  anvil  s  I  have 
"  chofen  to  be  the  firft." 

Voltaire  had  written  a  Tragedy  called  Bru- 
tus, and  had  a  fhare  in  a  fhip  of  that  name ; 
his  Tragedy  was  damn'd,  and  his  fhip  made 
a  fuccefsful  voyage :  "  Well,'*  faid  the  Wir, 
^  ^^  one  of  my  Brutus's  has  made  amends  for  the 
«  other.^^ 

a  G  i  Whco 
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When  the  Emperor  Jofeph  travelled  through 
Switzerland,  he  did  not  pay  a  vifit  to  Voltaire. 
He  was  afked  by  the  learned  Baron  Haller, 
why  he  had  not  called  upon  that  celebrated 
Writer  ?  The  Emperor  replied,  "  Had  I  tra- 
"  veiled.  Sir,  merely  as  an  Emperor,  I  fhould 
**  moft  affuredly  have  paid  my  refpe<9:s  to  lo 
"  diftinguifhed  a  character ;  but  I  travel  as  a 
**  Gentleman,  and  am  therefore  anxious  to 
^*  preferve  all  the  punftilios  that  are  annexed 
**  to  that  charadter :  a  Gentleman  cannot  go 
**  to  fee  a  man  who  has  been  caned,  and  who 
"  has  been  difgraced  by  fome  decifions  of  the 
**  Courts  of  Juftice  againft  him," 

The  Secretary  of  M.  Daguefleau,  Great 
Chancellor  of  France,  was  alked  by  his  Mafter 
one  day,  what  he  thought  of  a  produAion  of 
Voltaire  that  had  juft  appeared  ?— *^  VEpitrc 
"  a  V  Uranier—''  Why,  Sir,"  replied  he, 
"  the  perfon  who  wrote  it  ought  to  be  fhut 
"  yp  in  a  place  where  he  could  not  get  at  pen, 
**  ink,  and  paper.  The  writer  of  it  is  a  man 
**  that,  by  the  gt^neral  turn  of  his  mind,  is 
**  capable  of  ruining  a  K  ingdom  and  overfetting 
^*  ^ny  Government  whatever," 

Madame  de  Talmond  once  faid  to  Ml 
Voltaire,    «*  I    think.    Sir,    that    a    Philofo- 

**  pher 
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*^  phcr  *  fliould  never  write  but  to  endeavour 
**  to  render  mankind  lefs  wicked  and  lefs  un- 

^*  happy 

*  **  An  ancient  Philofopher,"  fays  Ducios,  "  was  one 
**  day  accufing  a  celebrated  Courtezan   of  feducin^  the 
**  youth  of  Athens  1  '  Alas!*  replied  (lie,   *  Would  to 
*'  Heaven,  that  we  were  the  only  perfons  who  corrupt 
"  them  !  Do  not  you  PbUofophers  come  in  for  your  fliarc 
'*  of  the  imputation  ?'«^Then,"  fubjoins  Ducios,  "  it  is 
**  now  the  faOiion  to  declaim  againft  prejudices;  perhaps 
•'  we  have  already  deflroyed  too  many  of  them :  prejudice 
"  is  the  law  of  the  generality  of  mankind.     In  fpeaking  on 
"  this  fulyeft,  I  am  under  the  ncceflky  of  binding  fault 
"  with  thofe  writers,  who,  under  the  pretence  of  com- 
**  bating  fuperftition  (which  would  be  a  very  laudable 
*•  motive,  if  it  were  reftrained  within  the  bounds  of  virtue 
*'  and  of  prudence),  endeavour  to  fap  the  foundations  of 
"  morality,  and  loofen  the  bands^  of  fociety ;   the  more 
**  feafelefs,  as  they  themfelves  would  be  in  the  moft  danger 
"  if  they  were  to  fucceed  in  making  profdy  tes.     The  p«r- 
"  nicious  effects  which  they  produce  upon  their  converts, 
"  is  to  render  them  in  their  youth  ufelefs  and  dangerous 
*'  citizens  and  fcandalous  criminals,  and  in  an  advanced 
"  age  wretched  and  miferable  men ;  for  there  can  be  but 
<*  few  of  them,  who,  at  that  time  of  life,  can  poflcft  th* 
**  curfed  advantage  over  their  fellows,  of  becoming  fo 
*♦  completely  abandoned  as  to  be  carelefs  about  the  futurt 
*'  confequences  of  their  paft  lives :  for 

**  Nunquam  aliud  Natura^  aliudfaplentia  dixit* 

**  Nature  and  Wifdom  differ  but  in  name, 
**  Their  ends  and  objects  ever  are  the  fame ; 
•*  In  fpite  of  Sophiftry*s  fedu£tive  art, 
^  They  force  their  truths  eternal  on  the  heart. 
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"  happy  than  they  are.  Now  you  do  quit« 
"  the  contrary.  You  are  always. writing  againfl 
"  that  Religion  which  alone  is  able  to  re- 
"  ftrain  wickednefs,  and  to  afford  us  confola- 
"  tion  under  misfortunes,"  Voltaire,  accord- 
ing to  Brotier,  was  much  ftruck  with  what 
M.  de  Talmond  had  faid  to  him,  and  ex- 
cufed  himfelf  by  faying,  ^*  that  he  wrote  only 
"  for  thofe  who  were  of  the  fame  opinion  with 
''  himfelf^' 

Voltaire's  pen  was  fertile  and  very  elegant ; 
his  obfervations  are  occafionally  acute,  yet  he 
often  betrays  great  ignorance  when  he  treats 
on  fubjedb  of  ancient  learning.  Dr.  Johnfon 
told  his  antagonift  Freron,  ^*  that  Fir  erat 
^*  acerrimi  ingenii  ac  paucarum  liter  arum -y^  and 
Biffiop  W^rburton  fays  of  him,  with  1^0  lefs 

^  And,  as  Juvenal  h?is  finely  obferved, 

**  Exemph  quodcunque  malo  committitury  ipjz 
**  DifpUcet  au^ori.  Prima  eft  h^tc  ultioy  qmdfi 
*'  Judice  nemo  nocens  ahfohvitur, 

**  Whoe'er  commits  a  crime  is  fure  to  feel 

**  Difpleafurp  at  himfelf;  nor  can  he  fleel 

«?  His  mind  'gainft  thofe  compunctions  which  are  fent 

'*  By  guilt  itfelf,  as  its  own  {Hjniflimenf : 

^*  Whilft,  to  increafe  the  anguiOi  of  his  heart, 

ff  ^ccufing  Confcience  afts  the  Judge's  part." 

pleafantry 
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pkafantry  than  truth,  "  that  he  writes  indif- 
^^  ferently  well  upon  every  thing." 

According  to  the  Author  of  the  "  Galeria 
**  de  rAncieme  CouTy''  Tronchin  affured  his 
friends,  that  Voltaire  died  in  great  agonies  of 
mind.  "  Je  meurs  abandonne  des  Dieux  et  des 
**  Hommes  /"exclaimed  he,  in  thofe  awful  mo* 
ments  when  truth  will  force  its  way.  **  I  wifhed," 
Added  Tronchin,  "  that  thofe  wh«  had  been 
^*  perverted  by  his  writings  had  been  prefent  at 
"  his  death  s  it  was  a  fight  too  horrid  to  fup- 
^*  port.  On  ne  pouvoit  pas  fe  Wiir  contre  un 
**  pareilfpeSlacley 

"  Voltaire,"  faid  Montefquieu,  "  can  never 
"  write  a  good^  hiftory.  He  is  like  the  Monks, 
*^  who  always  write  for  the  honour  of  their 
**  Convent,  and  never  of  the  fubjedt  on  which 
"  they  treat ;  Voltaire  will  always  write  for  his 
^'  Convent*." 

The^ 

♦  This  Convent  was  a  Priory  compofed  of  a  few  pre- 
tended Philofophers,  and  a  great  Monarch  at  the  head 
of  thtm,  who,  however,  better  acquainted  with  the  nature 
of  men  and  of  human  affairs  than  themfelves>  did  not 
proceed  to  the  violent  extremes  into  which  they  gave* 
Voltaire's  infidel  writings  pofTefs  this  pernicicMM  quality, 
that  they  render  infidelHy  eafy  to  the  me^ncft  capacity,, 
and  convince  thofe   perfons  by  a  joke  or  a  iheer,  to 

whom 
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The  late  Bilhop  Warburton  had  intended 
to  have  written  againft  Voltaire ;  and  it  is  a 
pity  that  he  was  diffuaded  from  doing  that 
which  he  would  have  done  eminently  well,  as 
he  had  wit  and  talents  equal  to  thofe  of  Vol- 
taire, and  was  confiderably  his  fuperior  in  learn- 
ing. The  lofs,  however,  of  the  antidote  of  the 
Bilhop  to  the  poifon  of  this  lively  though 
dangerous  Writer,  is  in  fome  degree  fupplied 
by  "  Les  Lettres  de  quelques  Juifs  a  M.  de  Vol^ 
**  tairer 

By  the  kindnefs  of  Mr.  Wyndham,  an 
Englifli  Letter  of  M.  de  Voltaire  to  Mr.  Dod- 
dington,  afterwards  Lord  Melcombe,  is  fub- 
joined. 


**  A  Mottrkn  pres  de  Laufatme^ 
"  4  F^viier  1756. 

Sir, 


C6 


I  WAS  very  fick  in  the  month  of  January, 
*^  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  when  a  handfome 
"  youth  did   appear   in  my  cabin,  next  to 

whom  argumentatbn  would  be  incomprehenfible.  They 
raife  a  laugh  in  young  minds  agalnil  certain  ferious 
objeds,  when  the  impreffiops  are  fbong  and  vivid,  and 
icatter  thoie  fire-brands  in  fport,  which,  under  the  beauty 
and  playfiilnefs  of  the  flame,  conceal  their  powers  of 
combuflton. 

•*  Laufanne, 
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**  Lauiknne,  and  favoured  me  with  your  kind 
**  letter,  written  in  September;  the  date  fconv 
*'  Eaftbury. 

m     *     *     *     m 

"  The  country  about  Geneva,  which  you 
**  have  feen,  is  now  much  improved;  noble 
**  houfes  are  built,  large  gardens  arc  planted. 
**  Thofe  who  fay  the  world  impairs  every  day 
"  are  quite  in  the  wrong — are  quite  in  the 
**  wrong  as  to  the  natural  world;  *tis  not  the 
*^  like  in  the  moral  and  the  political  one, 

"  Be  what  it  will,  I  have  pitched  upon  two 
**  retreats  on  the  banks  of*  that  lake  you  are 
"  pleafed  to  mention  in  your  letter,  I  paft 
*^  the  winter  by  Laufanne,  and  the  other  fea- 
"  fons  by  Geneva,  without  care  and  without 
"  Kings*, 

**  That  country  woxild  not  perhaps  agree 
"  with  a  Frenchman  of  twenty-five ;  but  it  i$ 

•  Voltaire  was  one  of  the  greateft  flatterers  to  Kings 
and  the  Great,  to  their  feces  and  in  hit  letters  to  them, 
that  ever  exifled.  He  had  written  fome  verfes  in  fevour  of 
M.  de  Choifcul  when  he  was  in  place ;  he  afterwards  wrote 
complimentary  verfes  on  M.  de  Maupeou,  who  fucceeded 
h\m,  ]\f.  dc  Cholfeul,  to  ihcw  his  contempt  at  this 
fcehaviour,  put  a  reprefentation  of  the  head  of  Voltaire 
upon  a  weather-cock  on  one  of  the  wings  of  his  Chateau, 
^t  Chanteloup. 

"  moft 
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"  moft  cx)nvenient  to  old  j^;  when  one  is 

«  paft  fixty,  the  pkce  of  reafon  is  a  private 

"  ftation.     Yet,  though  I  am  mightily  pleafed 

*«  with  thefe  lands  of  peace  and  freedom,  I 

"  would   gladly  fee   another  land   of  liberty 

**  again  before  I  die ;  I  would  have  the  honour 

**  to  fee  you  again,  and  renew  to  you  my  fin- 

"  cere  and  everlafting  gratitude  for  all  the  to- 

"  kens  of  kindnefs  I  received  from  you  when  I 

"  was  in  London* 

*'  My  good  Countrymen  have  fometlmes 
"  upbraided  me  for  having  too  miich  of  the 
**  Englifli  fpirit  in  my  way  of  thinking;  it 
«  Ihould  be  but  juft  I  fbould  pay  a  vifit  to 
"  thofe  who  have  drawn  that  reproach  upon 
**  me ;  be  fure,  dear  Sir,  none  was  more  guilty 
*^  than  you.  I  hope  I  (hould  find  you  in  good 
"  health,  for  you  are  born  as  found  and  ftrong 
•  '*  as  Nature  made  me  weak  and  unhealthy.  I 
•*  hope  the  evening  of  your  day  is  ferene  and 
"  calm ;  'tis  the  beft  lot  of  that  hour :  you 
"  have  enjoyad  all  the  reft. 

**  I  am,  with  the  tendered  refpeA, 
"  Sir, 
"  Your  moft  humble  and  obedient  fervant, 

"  Voltaire.'* 


Sir 
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.Sir  William  Chambers  prefented  his  book 
on  Oriental  Gardening  *  to  Voltaur.  The  twa 
following  Letters  paffed  between  them  on  the 
occafion : 

"  Lendon,  July  3,  1772, 
''  Sir, 

**  I  TAKE  the  liberty  of  fending  you  a  little 

**  book   lately  publifhed  by  me ;  it  contains, 

**  befides  a  great  deal  of  nonfenfei  two  very 

"  pretty  prints  engraved  by  the  celebrated  Bar- 

"  toiozzi;   which  prints,  and  the  view  with 

*'  which  the  book  was  publifhed,  are  its  only 

^  reconMncndations. 

**  The  tafte  <^  Gardening,  as  it  feems  to  me, 
**  is  very  indifferent  all  over  Europe,  A  wifh 
**  to  fee  it  mended  has  induced  me  to  throw 
^  out  a  few  hints  upon  that  fubjeft  ;  they  may 
^  excite  others  to  labour  in  the  fame  field  9 
**  {o  ample,  fo  rich,  fo  well  deferving  the  at- 
*'  tention  of  genius.  It  is  much  to  be  re- 
**  gretted  that  Monfieur  de  Voltaire  (amidft  the 

•  That  great  Archite£l  was  much  ridiculed  on  the  fub« 
je6t  of  this  book.  He,  however,  afllired-  his  friends,  that 
all  the  ideas  of  Oriental  Gardening  mentioned  in  it  were 
tJken  from  a  Treatife  of  Father  Attiret,  an  European  Mif* 
fionary  in  China,  urho  had  written  on  the  Gardens  of  that 
Country.      »  . 

"  great 
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"  great  rariety  of  fubjefts  he  has  fo  fuccefsfalty 
•*  treated)  has  never  employed  his  thoughts 
"upon  this. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  refpeft^ 

"  Sir, 

•*  Your  moft  obedient  humble  Ser\^anf, 

^'  William  Chambers.. 

•*  To  Monjieur  de  Foltaire^ 


"  J^kt  7,  1772- 

.  **  Au  Chateau  de  Ferttej4 

**  Monfieur, 

"  Ce  n'eft  pas  affez  d'aimer  les  jardins,  ni 
"  d'en  avoir,  U  faut  dcs  yeux  pour  les  regardcr, 
"  et  des  jambes  pour  s'y  promener.  Je  jjerds 
"  bientot  les  uns  et  les  autres,  grace  a  ma  vieil- 
"  lefle  et  3.  mes  maladies.  Un  des  derniers 
<«  ufages  de  ma  vue  ^  etc  de  lire  votre  tres 
"  agreable  ouvrage.  Je  m'aperjois  que  j'ai  fuivi 
"  vos  preceptes  autant  que  mon  ignorance  et 
"  ma  fortune  I'ont  permis.  J*ai^<?/c?«/d.ans  mes 
"  jardins,  parterres,  petite  piece  d*eau,  prome- 
"  nades  regulieres,  bois  tres  irregulicrs,  valons, 
**  prc3,  vignes,  potagers,  avec  des  murs  de  par*  * 
«  tage  converts  d'arbres  fruitiers,  du  peignc  et 
•*  du  fauvage,  le  tout  en  petit^  et  fort  cloignc  de 

•*  votrc 
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^'  votre  magnificence.    Un  Prince  d'AUemagne 
"  fe  ruineroit  en  voulant  etre  votre  ecolier. 
**  J'ai  rhonneur  d*etre,  avec  toute  Teftime 
.  **  que  vous  meritez, 
"  Monfieur^ 
"  Votre  tres  obeiffant  Serviteur, 

**  Voltaire, 
"  Gentilhomme  de  la  Chambre  du  RoiJ* 

An  impertinent  perfon  had  teazed  Voltaire 
with  continual  letters^,  to  which  no  anfwer  had 
been  given;  at  laft  Voltaire  wrote  to  him 
thus : 

"  My  Dear  Sir, 

**  I  am  dead,  and  cannot  therefore  in  future 
"  have  the  honour  to  write  to  you-" 


J.  J.  ROUSSEAU. 


This  eloquent  Writer  was  very  much  cha- 
grined, when  he  was  not  permitted  by  Voltaire's 
friends  to  add  his  Louis-d'or  to  thofe  that  had 
been  colkfted  for  raifing  a  ftatue  to  him,  w^hilft 
Jiving  at  the  Comedie  Francaife  at  Paris.  When 
his  firiends  reprefented  to  him  as  a  Philofopher 
their  furprife^t  this,  he  replied,  "  Mais^  Mef- 
^  ficHTSyj^  meurs  de  gioireP.     This  paffion  for 

glory 
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glory  and  dlftinftion  feems  to  have  bcetl  ike 
leading  principle  of  his  condtidt.  His  literary 
career  began  in  paradox;  he  took  the  wrong 
fide  of  a  queflion  long  fince  fettle,  and,  flattered 
by  the  fuccefs  of  bis  efforts,  hie  proceeded  to 
his  too  famous  **.  Contrat  Soci^lv'  the  political 
creed  of  a  heighbouring  Nation,  who  wifh,  like 
Mahomet,  to  propagate  it  With^affns  in  their 
hands  throughout  Europe,  Yet,  as  if  confci- 
ous  that  what  was  merely  ddifpl^y  of  pernicious 
ingenuity  in  him,  might  be  taken  as  a  ferious 
truth  by  others,  he  fays,  in  another  place,  "  In 
**  the  mifery  attendant  upon  human  affairs, 
"  what  thing  is  valuabloiienough  to  be  pur- 
**  chafed^at  the  expence  of  the  >lood  of , our 
"  brethren?  Liberty  itfelf  colls  too  dear  at 
"  that  price.  It  is  vain,"  continues  he,  "  to 
"  attempt  to  QQG&m»^  liberty  and  indepen- 
"  dence :  they  are  things  fo  different  in  them- 
"  felves,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  unite  them* 
♦*  When  erery  one  ads  as  be  pleafes,  he  thuft 
•*  often  tio  what  is  unpieafent  to  othejt ;  and 
"  who  can  call  that  fttuation  a  ftate  of  fred- 
"  domi  Liberty  confifts  Icfs  in  having  odr 
^  own  wa:y,  than  in  not  being  fubjeft  to  the 
**  will  of  others.  It  corlfifts^  likewife,  in  being 
**  unable  to  fubmit  the  will  of  another  perfon 
**  to  that  of  one'5  own.    Whoever  has  conti- 

*^  nually 


Digitized 


by  Google 


J.  J.'  ROUSSEAU.  465 

*•  nually  his  own  way  cannot  be  free;  and,  in 

••  reality,  to  command  is  to  obey." 

.  '        "  '  ,     '    i  ^\ 

He  fays,  in  his  Leitres  ecrites.de  la  Mon- 
tagne, — <<  After  having,  during  the  whole 
^^  courfe  of  my  life,' been  the  panegyrift  of  a 
*^  Republican  form  of -Government,  mtift  I, 
"  towards  the  end  of  it,  be  obliged  toxonfefs, 
^*  that  of  all  the  Governments-  that' cxift,- 
"  Monarchy  is  that  in  which  there  is  the 
**  greateft  •  regard  paid  to  the  true  liberty/ of 
"  man?'* 

Had  Rouffeau,  who  Was  tather  capricious 
than  malignant,  rather  a  man  of  no  fixed  princi- 
ples than  of  bad  principles,  lived  td  have  feea 
the. pernicious effefts, of  his  paradoxesupon  the. 
happinefs  of  mankind  ia  our  time>  he  would 
have  been  the  firft  to  have  eacecratcd  his  own 
feduftive  talents,  and  to  have;  broken  that  ma- 
gical wand,  which,  though  like  that  of  Profpero 
it  could  *'  fet  the  waters  in  a  wild  roaV,"  yet  did 
not,  like  his,  poffefs  its  ln6re  fehitary  power  of 
allaying  thep  *. 

♦  The  venerable  and  refpeAablc  Biftiop  of  Leon  de 
St.  Pol,  now  in  London,  was  once  prefent  when  Roudbaii 
was  accufed  of  being  oecafionally  in  his  writings  contra- 
didory  and  inconfe^uerit.  "  J  tdl  mankind,"  anfwcred 
he,  "  what  I  really  think  true  at  the  lime,  and  fo  1  perform 
"  my  engagements  with  them.'' 
'  iroL.  iv.  H  H 
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CARDINAL  DE  BRIENNE, 

ARCHBISHOP  OP   SENS  \ 

This  Prelate  was  of  a  Minifterial  family,  had 
fome  tafcnts,  was  an  elegant  writer,  and,  like 
Ve^»fian,  would  have  ever  appeared  4ignus 
Ugnandifi  non  regnajjit — capable  of  the  office  of 
Prime  Minifter  of  a  great  kingdom,  h^d  he  never 
been  placed  in  that  arduous  fituatbn. 

When  Archbifhop  of  Thouloufe,  he  diftin- 
guifiied  bimfelf  by  his  polifhed  manners  and 
el<^nt  hofpitality.  His  Paflotal  Letter  Againft 
Burymg  in  Churches  is  well  written,  and  forcibly 
cxpofes  that  abufe,,  which,  like  the  torment  of 
Mezentius^  conjoins  the  living  with  the  dead, 
and  is  produ<ftive  of  many  mifchievous  efiefts 
en  the  healths  of  mankind. 

^  M.  de  BiMntie's  grent  graiul£i^r  was  Secretary  oi 
Statf^  to  Aone  of  Auflria.  He  publUhed  his  Memoirs  in 
three  volumes  ximo.  for  the  ufe  of  his  fqn.  They  are  very 
entertaining.  The  elder  brother  of  the  Cardinal  de  Bricnne, 
the  lli^^is,  had  his  arm  ibot  off  in  the  fatal  attfick  of 
Fort  L'Affiette,  m  Savoy,  in.  174^.  He  was  reqq^fte^  tp 
retire  to  bis  tent.  **  No,  no,"  replied  he,  **  I  have  another 
f  *  arm  left  for  the  fcrvicc  of  my  King.*'  Hje  perfified,  and 
was  fooa  qfietwacds  killed  by  a  caanon^balL 

''  Oye^'* 
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^*  prctcnfions.  Who  will  dare  to  complain 
"  when  the  prohibition  becomes  a  general  law  ? 
5*  and  furely  in  the  grave  at  leaft  there  ought  to 
"  be  no  exception  made  for  any  one," 

M,  Hecquet  lays,  in  his  "  CoUeftion  of 
"  Trafts  relative  to  the  Exhumation  of  the 
"  great  Church  of  Dunkirk,'*  that  the  town 
"  became  more  healthy  after  the  bodies  of 
V  thofe  who  had  been  buried  in  it  had  been 
"  taken  up.  The  houfe  of  the  God  of 
"  Mercy,"  fays  he,  "  then  ceafed  to  be  the 
**  cavern  of  Peftilence,  and  the  Sandluary  of 
."  Religion  was  no  longer  the  grave  of  pollu- 
"  tion."  Similar  efFedts  produce  funilarcaufes; 
and  when  the  exhalations  from  putrid  animal 
matter  are  added;  to  the  fmoke,  the  filth,  and 
the  clofenefs,  of  great  towns,  the  philofopher 
will  behpld  them  no  lefs  as  the  deftroyers  than 
the  corrupters  of  the  human  race  *. 

•  See  ^*  Pi€C€s  concemantks  Exhumations  /aires  dans  I^BgHfe 
•*  "di  StJEIoy  enDunkerque^  i?nprimies  tt  puhiUes  par  VOrdrt  du 
•*  Gmvanmenty  Parity  1785."  Tht  ancien  regime  of  Vr^ncc 
was  in  general  very  careful  of  the  lives  and  healths  of  its 
fttbjciSls,  Within  the  king<lom  at  leaft.  Were  they  threatened 
with  any  epidemical  difeafe,  or  did  any  particular  complaixxt 
appear,  the  beft  Phyficians  were  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
hient  to  examine' into  the  nature  and  caufes  of  them;  and 
their  reports  were  printed  at  the  expen^ci  ^ilh6  King'/  It 
<lid  not  M'ait  for  the  (low  and  imcertag:\.;xcrtiQ0$  of  bjcnc^ 
.-     -  volcncc 
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It  was  faid  of  Turgot,  and  of  his  predecef- 
for  in  the  finances.  Abbe  Terrai,  "  que  le  pre- 
"  mier  fit  mal  le  bietiy  et  que  le  fecondfit  bien  le 
"  mal''  There  might  be  fome  truth. in  this; 
for  Turgot,   with  the  beft  intentions  in  the 

volence  in  the  individual ;  it  confidered  itfelf  as  the  "  nurf- 
"  ing  father  and  the  nurfing  mother  of  its  people."  The 
farfte  remarks  may  be  extended  to  any  improvement  in 
Agriculture,  Manufafturcs-,  Navigation,  &c.  The  ablefl 
Chemifis,  the  beil  Mechanics,  &c.  were  employed  and  paid 
by  Government  to  make  experiments,  to  fumifh  models,  &c. 
a  paternal  care  well  worthy  the  notice  of  other  Govern- 
ments, who,  though  blefled  with  more  freedom,  are  but  too 
apt  to  have  lefe  attention  and  ufe  a  lefs  degree  of  exertion 
refpefting  thefe  objeAs^  The  merit  indeed  of  a  chemical 
procefs  to  arreil  the  baleful  power  of  contagion,  difcoyered 
by  a  learned,  poliflied,  and  benevolent  Phyfician,  has  lately 
attracted  the  notice  of  our  Board  of  Admiralty,  and  induced 
it  to  make  ufe  of  a  method  fo  fimple  and  fo  certain  to  pre- 
ferre  the  healths  and  the  lives  of  thofe  perfons  committed 
to  their  care.  No  remuneration  nor  no  diftin<5iotis  have  as 
yet  attended  the  difcoverer,  who  in  this,  as  in  fome  other 
benevolent  exertions,  has  merely  been  gratified  with  the  ap- 
plaufes  of  his  own  virtuous*  mind ;  thofe  applaufes  which 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  liberal  and  intelligent  practice  hat 
ever  fecured  to  him.— See  *•  A  Letter  addreflcd  by  James 
"  Carmichacl  Smyth,  M.  P.  F.  R.  S.  to  Lord  Spencer." 

H  H  3  world. 
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world,  was  perhaps  rather  too  precipitate  in 
fome  of  his  meafures.  He  fuppofed  the  reft 
of  mankind  to  be  a$  boneft,  as  virtuous,  and 
as  intelligent  as  himfelf,  but  was  moft  fatally 
deceived.  Tufgot  innovated  nfiany  things  in 
the  FVench  Government  :•— the  things  wef6 
very  probably  in  themfdves  right,  but  th6 
>Jation  was  not  perhaps  in:  a  proper  ilate  to  re- 
ceive  them.  The  ill  fuceefe  of  this  upright 
but  imprudent  Minifter  gave  rife  to  the  follow- 
ing verfes,  which  were  written  in  1777,  and 
^whicb  were  called  "  La  Prophetic  T!urgotine^y\ 
a  prophecy,  alas !  too  cruelly  verified  by  the 
rapine,  the  maflacres,  the  regicides  and  the  (acri-^ 
lege  which  have  fucceeded. 

prophe;tie  turgotine,. 

J"AITE    BN  L'ANN&£  1777* 

AUR  L'aIR,  «^SI  laZ  Jfcdl  m'avoit  DONNB  PARIS> 

&C.&C/' 

VIVENT  tous  nos  beaux  efprits 

Encyclopedifles ! 
Du  bonheur  Francois  epris. 

Grands  Ecdnomiftes, 
Par  leurs  foins  au  temps  d^Adam 
Nous  reviendrons,  c*efl:  Icur  plan : 

Momus  les  aififte, 
O  gue, 

Momus  les  afiifte ! 

Cc 
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Ce  n*eft  pas  de  nb^  bN^qttiM 

Que  vient  Icur  feientre  ; 
£n  ei^  t^  fiibrii  PaUilH&i^ 

Ont  la  (apience :  • 
Les Cdbert etles Sully    , 
Nous  paroiiTent  grands ;  mais  fi  ? 

Ce  n'eft  qu'ignbk-ance^ 
Ogue,, 

Ce  n^eft  qu'ignoranc^  I 

On  verra  tous  les  et^ 

Entre  eux  fe  tohfondi^, 
Les  pauvres  fur  leurs  grabats 

Ne  plus  fe  morfondre; 
Des  biens  on  fbra  des  lotisi) 
Qui  rendront  les  gens  egaux 

Le  bel  jOBuf  a  pondre> 
Ogue,. 

Le  bel  geuf  a  pondre  \ 

Du  meme  pas  marchcMht 

Nobleflfe  et  rottire; 
Les  Francois  retournefont 

Au  droit  de  nature* 
Adieu  Parleraent  et  Loix, 
Et  Dues  et  Princes  et  Rois  f 

La  bonne  aventurey 
O  gue, 

La  bonne  aventure ! 

H  H  4  Puis 
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Puis  dcvenus  vertu^^^  ,  * 

Par  philofophie, 
LcsFran^oU.auront  desDiciuc     . 

A  Icur  fantaific : 

•   *•    #    »— ♦ 

Alors  Tamour  ct  furctc; 

Entre  fceurs  et  frercs, , 
Sacrements  ct  parcnte     .  ' 

Seront  des  chimeres; 
Chaque  pere  ii^itera 
Noe  quand  iWenivra., 

Liberie  pleniere, 
Ogue,. 

Liberte  pleniere ! 

Plus  de  Moines  langourcuxy  - 

De  plaintives  Nonnes, . 
Au  lieu  d'adrefler  aiix  Cicux 

Matines  et  Nones, 
On  verra  ces  malheureux 
Danfer,  abjurant.leur  voeux, 

Galante  chaconne, 
Ogue, 

Galante  cbaconneT 

Partifans  des  novations, 

La  fine  fequelle 
La  France  des  nations 

Sera  le  modele. 

.^    -  Et 
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Et  cet  honneur  nous  devrons 
Au  Turcot  et  compagnons, 
Befogne  immortelle, 
Ogue, 

Befogne  immortelle  I 

.'  ,  '  ■         ♦ 

A  qui  devrons  nous  le  plus! 

C'cft  a  notre  maitre. 
Qui  fe  croyant  un  abus, 

Ne  voudra  plus  Tctre  ♦. 
Ah !  qu'il  faut  aimer  le  bien 
Pour  de  Roi,  n'etre  plus  rien, 

J'enverrois  tout  paitre,  ' 

Ogue, 

J'enverrois  tout  paitre ! 

This  ^^  Prophetic;'*  was  written  by  M.  de 
Lille,  a  Captain  in  th^  French  fervice  at  the 
time  in  which  that  virtuous  and  learned  Mi- 
hifter  made  his  reforms  in  the  Government  of 
France;  reforms  which,  however  diftated  by 
the  greatcft  purity  of  intention,  and  emanating 
from  a  mind  moft  highly  cultivated  and  in- 

•  This  relates  to  what  the  unfortunate  Louis  the  Six- 
teenth faid  to  M.  de  Malflierbe,  when  that  Minifter  of  State 
defired  his  Sovereign  to  permit  him  to  refign :  "  Que  vous 
**  ^tes  Tieureux^  Monfieur  !  que  je  puis  pas  ti^ en  aller  au/^.'^HoW 
**  happy  you  are,  Sir  !  Why  cannot  I  refign  tooP*  Louis 
iaid  one  day  of  M.  Turgot,  "  He  and  I  are  the  only  per* 
**  fons  in  the  country  who  have  a  regard  for  the  people." 

formed. 
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formed,  were  but  fli  takultted  fbt  tlic  com- 
fort and  happhiefs  of  a  Pe6ple  who  pufh  every 
thing  to  extremes,  and  feem  to  have  been  daz- 
zled and  to  have  become  wild  at  the  mere  dawn 
of  that  liberty,  to  the  (plendor  of  which  they 
had  been  fo  little  accuflomed*. 

M.  Tutgot  always  gaveJbis  teftimddjKki  favour 
of  the  virtue  and  good  ihtentiOA^  of  the  late 
unfortunate  Monarch  of  his  Cdtititty:  "iViwj 
**  avons  un  Rdi  honn^te  hdnime^  he  ufed  always 
to  fay — "  We  have  a  King  who  iS  an  honed 

•  Carruftio  uptime  eft  feJIima^  fay  the  fchoolis,— the  abufe 
of  any  thing  is  more  dangerous  in  proportion  to  its  in- 
trriific  excellence,  A  Poet  has  feigned  that  Milton  became 
b4kk],  in  <^tlfeqiieiice  of  the  a^al  appeanmee  of  the  God- 
defs  of  Liberty  to  him.  The  mere  fliaddw  of  that  augtift 
and  venerable  Divinity  has  offufcated  the  mental  eye  oi 
the  French  nation,  and  excited  it  to  the  indulgence  of 
thofe  rude  and  turbulent  paiGons  by  which  i^<t  rrtdft  deteft*. 
|4>le  tyrants  themfe!ves  have  been  diftiitgtiiih^,  Jiv^ce, 
revenge»  arid  oitdty,  tl«s  violation  of  e^^ery  principle  of 
jlifike,  and  the  profanation  of  every  facred  rite.  Happy 
nfould  it  have  been  for  tliemfelves  and  their  neighbours.,  if> 
like  the  ancient  Cappadocians,  they  had  refwfcd  that  freedom 
which  was  offered  them  by  the  hum^n^  and  virtuous  Turgot ; 
as  by  their  absfe  of  that  ineflimable  bleiling,  the  fouroe  of 
every  exalted  energy  of  the  hunwin  mind^  they  have  con- 
verted it  into  a  curfe,  as  well  to  tbcirfelvts  as  to  the  other 
nfrtions  of  ^urope^ 

"  man.'' 
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•^  tmit.^  Pctor  Twgdt  OhabiM  Imvc  lodktd 
ihto  that  tnch  of  huttiaft  wifdom.  Lord  Bacon, 
ijrtio  would  h^e  toW  hirti,  **  It  b  nof  good  to 
**  try  experiments  on  bodies  poKttc,  except  the 
**  neceffity  be  urgent,  or  the  utility  evident ; 
*•  and.  to  take  good  care  that  it  be  the  dcfire  of 
**  reformation  that  draws  on  the  change,  and 
**  not  the  defire  of  changp  that  projefts  on  the 
**  reformation.  Further,**  adds  his  Lordlhip, 
"  all  novelty,  though  perhaps  it  muft  not  be  re- 
"  jeded>  yet  ought  ever  to  be  held  fufpefted; 
**  and  laftly,  as  the  Scripture  direfts,  Stat^ 
^  fuper  vias  antiquas — Let  us  make  a  ftand  upon 
'*  the  antient  ways,  and  then  look  about  us, 
**  and  difcover  what  is  the  ftraighteft  and  right 
"  way,  and  fo  walk  in  it/* 


M.  CHAMFORT 

lays  in  his  ^  Maxims,** 

**  The  laws  that  refpe^  a  fccret,  and  a  fum 
'*  of  money  entrufted  to  a  man^  (hould  {land 
^^  upon  the  iame  foundation. 

**  Ojw  of  my  friend^  t  itew  <rf  very  deli- 

**  cate  health,  but  of  great  ftrength  of  charac- 

f  "  ter. 
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*^  tcr,  ufed  to  fay  of  himfclf,  ^*  I  am  as  wcU 
**  the  reed  that  bends  and  n^ver  breaks,  as  the 
"  oak  that  breaks  and  never  bends,  homo  inte- 
"  rior  totus  nervus. 

**  A  man  without  charader  is  a  thing,  not 
"  a  man. 

"  A  man  without  principles  is  commonly  a 
**  man  without  charafter.  Had  he  been  born 
**  with  a  charafter,  he  muft  have  feen  the  ne- 
**  ceffity  of  forming  to  himfelf  principles  con- 
**  (Tftent  with  it, 

"  Philofophy,  like  the  art  of  Medicine,  con- 
**  tains  a  great  deal  of  trafh,  very  few  reme- 
"  dies,  and  hardly  any  fpecifics, 

•'  Vanity  caufes  a  man  to  exert  his  talents 
**  more  forcibly  than  he  otherwife.  would  have 
"  done.  Put  a  ftick  to  a  piece  of  pointed  iron 
**  it  becomes  a  dart,  add  afew  feathers  to  it: 
**  and  it  becomes  an  arrow. 

"  Weak  men  are  to  rogues  and  defigning 
**  perfons  what  light  troops  are  to  an  army; 
•*  who  do  more  mifchief  than  the  army  itfelf 
•*  by  fcouring  and  ravaging  the  country. 

.  « If 
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'  "  If  a  man  really  wifties  to  avoid  ^tcing  a 
**  quack,  he  fliould  never  get  upon  a  ftagej 
**  but  if  once  he  has  playied  his  tricks  upon  it, 
**  he  mud  continue  them,  or  fubmit  to  have 
*^  ftbnes  thrown  at  him  by  the  popiilace. 

"  Moft  men  are  flaves,  becaufe  they  cannot 
**  pronounce  the  monofyllable  "  No/Vand  are 
**  unable  to  live  alone. 

*'*■  General  maxims  are,  in  the  condud  of 
"  life,  what  routine  is  in  certain  arts,  Situa- 
"  tions  in  each  OQcafionally  arife,  .which  require 
^'  fomething  beyond  them." 


ABBt  BROTIER, 

the  Editor  and  Tranflator  of  Tacitus,  was  a 
Jefuit.  "  No  one,*'  fays  his  Biographer,  "  ever 
"  more  rigidly  pradifed  the  maxim  of  the  an- 
"  clenf  Philofopher,  *^  live  concealed,' *  Many 
'"  of  ills  own  excellent  maxims  ftill  remain  in 
^*  the  rhemory  of  his  friends."  ■ 

He  ufed  to  fay,  "  That  as  a  man  could  not 
*^"  aWay$'  do  what  he  wilhed  to  do,  to  enfure 
.:      ':...,.  .-..    ^  -  .-     «  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


47$  ABIB   BIOtlEI^ 

•*  4hc  pwce  and  the  traoquUlity  of  his  life, 
^  he  (Hight  to  be  contented  with  doing  thsit 
^  which  he  ou^t  to  do. 

••  The  great  fources  of  happinefs  are  under- 
^  Handing  and  chcerfulnefs.  Nothing  in  the 
^*  world  can  be  Ctt  againft  them  ;  and  they  can 
•*  Hand  io  the  Head  cf  every  thing/* 

He  ufed  to  fay,  "  That  in  proportion  as  the 
^*  Government  was  in  the  hands  of  more  per- 
•*  fons,  it  was  always  more  unjuft.  Obferve,'* 
faid  he,  *•  in  the  Roman  Provinces  governed 
"  by  the  Senate,  to  what  an  excefs  tyranny  and 
^*  rapine  were  carried  by  the  avarice  of  the 
**  Pro-Confuls,  and  by  the  power  of  impunity 
"  which  they  poffeffed ;  being  matters  them- 
"  felves  of  the  Senate,  and  friends  and  relations 
**  of  the  Senators,  the  only  Judges  of  their  ill- 
**  behaviour." 

**  There  are  three  things  in  the  world,"  faid 
he,  **  that  know  no  kind  of  reftraint,  and  are 
^^  governed  by  no  laws,  but  merely  by  paffioa 
"  and  brutality  :-r-civil  wars,  family  quarrel^ 
**  and  religious  difputes." 

He  agreed  with  Tacitus,  that  hereditary 
power  depended  entirely  upon  chance  and  upon 

birth. 
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birth,  and  that  ^  eleftivc  power  was  fuppofed  to 
depend  upon  an  enlightened  and  well-confidered 
choice.  "  But/*  added  he,  "  the  opinions  of 
"  mankind  are  fo  little  founded  inf  truth,  that 
**  the  long  experience  of  paft  ages  has  taught 
*•  us,  that  we  owe  more  of  our  greateft  and 
"  moft  excellent  Princes  to  birth  than  to 
**  choice." 

A  little  elegant  and  entertaining  work  of  Abbe 
Brotier  was  publiftied  after  his  death,  intitled, 
^*  Paroles  MemorableSj'  izmo.  of  which  much 
ufe  has  been  made  in  this  Collection. 


THE     END. 
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